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CHAPTER 202. 

REGISTRATION OF CLUBS. 

Cj{0~i~~:j1917• AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION OF CLUBS. 

[1st December, 1917.] 

Short title. 

Interpreta. 
tion. 

Obligation 
to register 
clubs" 

Register of 
clubs. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Registration: of 
Clubs Ordinance. 

2. In this Ordinance-
" Secretary," in relation to a club, includes any officer 

of the elub or other person performing the duties 
; of a secretary; 

" Unregistered club" means a club which requires to 
be registered under this Ordinance, but is not so 
registered, or . which has been struck off the 
register of clubs; 

" Constable " includes any member of the Constabu­
lary Force. 

3. (1) The secretary of every club which occupies a 
house or part of a house which is habitually used for the 
purposes of a club, anq in which any intoxicating liquor is 
supplied to members or their guests, or any other premises 
which are habitually so used, and in which any intoxicating 
liquor is so supplied, shall cause the club to be registered 
in manner provided in this Ordinance. 

(2) The registration of a club under this Ordinance 
shall not constitute the club premises licensed premises, or 
authorize any sale of intoxicating liquor therein which 
wbul~ otherwise be illegaL 

4. •. (1) The Clerk of the Peace of every Magisterial dis­
trict shall keep a register of all such clubs within the 
district, but shall not enter a club thereon without an order 
from the Magistrate iri whose district such club is situated. 
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(2) The register shall be in a form prescribed by the 
Governor in Executive Council and shall contain-

(a) the name and objects of the club; 
(b) the address of the club; 
(c) the name of the secretary; 
(d) the number of members; 
(e) the rules of the club relating to-

(i) the election of members and the ad­
mission of temporary and honorary 
members and of guests; 

(ii) the terms of subscription ·and 
entrance fee, if any; 

(iii) the cessation of membership; 
(iv) the hours of opening and closing; and 
(v) the mode of altering the rules. 

(3) The Clerk of the Peace shall keep the register of 
clubs corrected up to date in accordance with the returns 
furnished by the secretaries as required by this Ordinance, 
and the register shall a.t all reasonable hours be open to the 
inspection of a commissioned offioer of the Constabulary 
Force, or to an officer of Excise. 
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5. (1) The secretary of every club shall in the month of Mod? of. 
J · d · h . f 1 b · apphcatwn anuary Ill_ every year, .an Ill t e ~ase o a new c u , priOr for registra· 

to the-opening of the said club and In the month of January tion. . 

in each succeeding year, make application to the Magis-
trate of the district in which the club is situated for an 
order to the Clerk of the Peace to1 enter the club on the 
register. 

(2) In support of such application, the secretary 
shall produce to the Magistrate a return signed by the . 
secretary giving the particulars mentioned in sub-section 
(2) of the last preceding section, together with a statement 
also signed by him that there is kept upon the club pre­
mises a register of the names and addresses of the club 
members, and a record of the latest payment of tlieir 
subscriptions. 

(3) The secretary shall give evidence, to the satio­
faction of the Magistrate, in verification of the matters 
mentioned in the last preceding sub-section. 
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( 4:) A fee of five pounds shall be payable to the 
Treasurer in respect or each such application, and no appli­
cation shall be entertained by the Magistrate unless at the 
making thereof he is satisfied that payment of such fee 
has been made. The fee shall not be returnable to the 
applicant whether the application be granted or not. 

6. The secretary of every club shall, before making 
application to the Magistrate for an order to the Clerk of 
the Peace to e_nter the club upon the register, giv~ twenty­
one days' notwe to the Inspector-General of h1s mtention 
to apply, and shall furnish to him a copy of the return 
aforesaid, and the Inspector-General or a commissioned 
officer of Constabulary authorized by him shall-

(1) verify the particulars contained in the return; 
(2) make enquiries to enable him to inform the 

Magistrate to whom application is made, upon 
the matters to be considered by him under the 
next succeeding section. 

(3) attend at the hearing of the application; and 
(4) be entitled to object to the making of an order for 

registration of the club. 

7. The Magistrate to whom application:· is made shall 
duly consider the return furnished by the secretary and 
his evidence in verification thereof, and the evidence called 
by the Constabulary, and shall determine whether the Clerk 
of the Peace shall enter the club in the register of clubs 
and direct the Clerk accordingly. 

. 8. The Magistrate to whom applicatimi is made shall not 
or~e: the Clerk to enter any club in the register if, in his 
op1n10n- . . 

(1) the return furnished as aforesaid is incomplete; or 
(2) the evidence given as to the objects of the club or 

its system of management, or as to the character 
of the club premises is unsatisfacto~y; or 

(3) the club premises have, in his opinion, been pur­
chased or leased for the purpose of the said club 
by any brewer, firm of brewers, brewery c~n~­
pany, distiller, distillers, or wine and spu~ t 
merchants; or if, in his opinion, the club IS 

compelled to purchase intoxicating liquors from 
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any brewer, firm of brewers, brewery company, 
distiller, distillers, or wine and spirit merchants, 
in consideration of money advanced to or on 
account of the said club by the said brewer, firm 
of brewers, brewery company, distiller, distillers, 
or wine and spirit merchants. 
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9. The Clerk of the Peace shall, within three days of Notice to 

the entry of a club in the register, send or cause to be sent Tre.asturte.r of 
h 1' . h h . d l b h b d regis ra wn. to t e reasurer notice t at t e sal c u as een entere 

in the register by him in conformity with the provisions 
of this Ordinance. 

10. (1) If any intoxicating liquor is supplied or sold Penalty for 

to any member or guest on the premises of an unregistered supk. plyi~g 
b h l . ll' h l' d or eep1ng clu , t e person supp ymg or se 1ng t e 1quor, an every liquor in . 

person a~thor_izing the~supply or ~ale of the liquor, shall be :f:~~istered 
liable to 1mpnsonment, with or without hardlabour, for any 
term not exceeding one month, or to a penalty not exceed-
ing fifty pounds, or to both. 

(2) If any intoxicating liquor is kept for supply or 
sale on the premises of an unregistered club, every officer 
and member qf the club shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding five pounds, unless he proves to the satisfaction 
of the Court that the liquor was so kept without his know-
ledge or consent. · 

11. (1) Where a club has been registered in pursuance Striking off 

of this Ordinance, a Magistrate, on complaint in writing club register. 

by any person, may, if he thinks fit, make an order direct-
ing the club to be struck off the register on all or any of the 
following grounds, namely:-

(a) That the club has ceased to exist, or that the 
number of members is less than twenty­
five; or 

(b) That it is not conducted in good faith as 
a club, or that it is kept or habitually 
used for any unlawful purpose; or 

(c) That there is frequent drunkenness on the 
club premises; or 

(d) That illegal sales of· intoxicating liquor 
have taken place on the club premises; or 
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(e) That persons who are not members are habi­
tually admitted to the club merely for the 
purpose of obtaining intoxicating liquor; 
or 

(f) That the club occupies premises in respect 
of which, within twelve months next pre­
ceding the formation of the club, a licence 
has been forfeited or the renewal of a 
licence has been refused, or in respect of 
which an order has been made that they 
.shall not be used for the purposes of a 
club; or 

(g) That persons are habitually admitted as 
members without an interval of at least 
forty-eight hours between their nomination 
and admission; or 

(h) T~hat the supply ot intoxicating liquor to · 
the club is not under the control of the 
members or the committee appointed by 
the members. 

(2) For the purpose of determining whether a club 
is conducted in good faith as a club, the Court shall have 
regard to the nature of the premises occupied by the club. 

(3) If the Court grants a summons on the complaint, 
the summons shall be served on the secretary and on such 
other person, if any, as the Court may direct. 

(4) 'Where the Court makes an order striking a club 
off the register, the Court may, if it thinks fit, by that 
order' fmrther direct that the premises occupied by the 
club shall not be used £or the purposes of any club 'whioh 
requires to be registered under this Ordinance for a speci­
fied period, which may extend, in case of a first order, to 
twelve months, or, in case of a second or subsequent order, 
to five yea1rs : Provided that any such direction may, for 
good cause shown, 'be subsequently cancelled or varied by 
the Court. 

12. Any servant, officer, or member of 'a club who 
obstructs or prevents, or attempts to obstruct or prevent, 
a commissiomed officer of the Constabulary Force or any 
constable appointed Ly him to make enquiries, from having 
free access to the club premises during such hours. as the 
said premises are open to the members of the said club, or 
from obtaining information such ·as he is empowered to 
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obtain for the purposes of this Ordinance, shall be liable 
to a penalty of not less than five pounds and not exceeding 
ten pounds for the first offence, and for any subsequent 
offence not less than ten pounds and not exceeding fifty 
pounds. 

2473 

13. (1) If a Magistrate or Justice is satisfied by infor- Search 

mation on oath that there is reasonable ground for suppos- wn,rrant. 

ing that any registered club is so managed or carried on 
as to constitute a ground for striking it off the register, or 
that any intoxicating liquor is sold or supplied, or kept for 
sale or supply, on the premises of an unregistered club, 
he may grant a search warrant to any constable named 
therein. 

(2) A search warrant granted under this section shall 
authorize the constable named therein to enter the club, if 
need be by force, and to inspect the prmnises of the club, 
to take the names and addresses of any persons found 
therein, and to seize any books and papers relating to the 
business of the club. 

14. (1) If the secretary of any registered club or any Penaltyfor 

club which requires to be registered under this Ordinance t~se return 

omits to make any return required by this Ordinance, he secretary. 

shall be liable to a J,!enalty not exoeeding twenty pounds, 
and in the case of a second or subsequent offence to im­
prisonnient, with or without hard labour, for any term not 
exceeding one month, or t'O a penalty not exoeeding fifty 
pounds, or to both. 

· (2) If the secretary of any suoh dub knowingly 
makes a return which is false in any material particular, he 
shall be liable to ,imprisonment, with or without hard 
labour, for any term not exceeding three months, or to a 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to both. 

15. Proceedings under this Ordinance may be taken in Procedure. 

the manner provided in the Summary Conviction Offences 
(Procedure) Ordinance. Cap. 24. 


