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No. 13.-1853. 
19th .August. 

AN ORDINANOE for regulating the Printing and 
Publishing of Newspapers. 

HARRIS. 

Repeals ,V-HEREAS on the sixthdayof January, One thousand 
certain Ordi- eig-hthundrecl and thirty-four, an Ordinance was nances. 

enacted by the Governor of the Island of Trinidad, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Council of Govern-
ment thereof, entitled" An Ordinance for preventing the 
mischiefs arising from the Printing and Publishing of 
Newspapers ana Papers of a like nature, by unknown 
ana irresponsible persons, and for regulating the 
Printing and Publishing of such Papers in other 
respects:" And whereas it is expedient to amend the 
said' Ordinance, Be it therefore enacted by His Ex-
cellency the Governor, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Oouncil of Government, that the said. 
Ordinance shall be and the same is hereby repealed; 
save only and except so far as regarcls all bouds made 
and executed and enregistered under the provisions. of 
the said Ordinance, and now existing and in force, all 
which bonds may be sued for as if this Ordinance had 
not been passed; and save and except also so far as 
regards all affidavits made, signed, s worn and enregistered 
under and by virtue of the said Ordinance, and all 
other matters and things made or done under and by 
virtue of the same, all which affidavits and other matters 
and things shall be in force and stand good to all 
intents and purposes in the same manner as if this 
Ordinance had not been passed . 

2. And be it enacted, That no person shall, after the 
of this Ordi- commencement of this Ordinance prillt, or publish, or 
flanCe'tno . t cause to be printed or published within the said Island, 
person 0 prill th . . bli 
a newspaper any newspaper or 0 er paper contammg pu c news or 

an affi- inteHiO'ence or serving the purpose of a newspaper daVIt be made b , , 
and unle/'s such person shall have previously made, sworn 
entered mto. and enregistered the affidavit, and executed and enregis-

tered the bond respectively required to be made, sworn 
and enregistered by the said Ordinance of the sixth day 
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of J annary, One thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, 
or until an affidavit or affidavits, or affirmation or affir-
mations made and signed as hereinafter mentioned, 
shall be delivered to the Registrar-General containing 
the several matters and things hereinafter for that pur-
pose speci''led and mentioned; and such person shall 
have executed ill the presence of Her Majesty's Attorney-
General for the time being a bond to Her Majesty, her 
heirs and successors, together with two or more sufficient 
sureties to th8 satisfaction of the Attorney-General 
taking such bona, every proprietor or person printing 
or publishing any such newspaper or other such paper 
as aforesaid in the sum of two hundred pounds, and 
his, her or their slueties in alike sum in the whole, 
conditioned that such printer, publisher or proprietor 
shall pay to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors every 
such tine or penalty as may at any time be imposed 
upon or adjudged against him or her by reason of any 
conviction for printing or publishing any blasphemous 
or seditious libel at"any time after the executing of such 
bond, and also any' damages and costs that may be 
awarded to any plaintiff in any action of libel against 
such printer, publisher or proprietor, and also every 
other fine or penalty which may at any time be imposed 
upon or adjudged against him or her under the 
authority of this Ordinance, and such bond shall be 
registered in the office of the Registrar-General of the 
said Island, for which he shall receive a fee of four 
shillings and two pence. 

S. Provided always and be it enacted, That in every Incaseswh.ere 
case in which any surety or sureties in any such bond su:ety havlllg paId sums for 
shall have been required to pay, and shall have paid the which he shall 
whole or any part of the sum for which he she or they have become " surety, &0., 
shall have become surety, or in case any such surety or new bonds to 
sureties shall have died or being discharged under any 
Insolvent Ordinance, or shall have left the Colony 
without leaving any sufficient property therem to 
answer for the sum for which such surety or sureties 
is or are bound, or shall have withdrawn from such 
suretyship in manner herein provided, then and in 
every such case the person for whom such surety or 
sureties shall have been bound shall not print or publish 
any newspaper or other such paper aforesaid until he or 
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she shall have executed a new bond with sufficient 
sureties in the manner and to the amount aforesaid, and 
shall have caused the sameto be enregistered as aforesaid. 

4. Provided always, and be it enacted, That if any 
surety or sureties shall be desirous of withdrawing 
from such bond, it shall and may be lawful to and for 
him, her, or them, so to do upon giving twenty days 
previous notice in writing to Her Majesty's Attorney-
General for the time being, and also to the printer, 
publisl1er or proprietor for whom he, she, or they, is or 
are surety or sureties; and that in any such case every 
Ruch or sureties from and after the expiration of 
such notice shall not be liable upon the said bond other 
than and except for any penalty or penalties before that 
tilne imposed or incurred for any damages and costs 
before that time awarded to any plaintiffs, and for 
IV hidl he or they would otherwise have been liable 
under .the said bond. 

!5. be it enacted: That every or affidavits, 
descnption, affirmatIOn or affirmatIOns shall speCIfy and set forth 
and places of tl 1 d t II't" d . t' d abode of tile 1e reCl an rue nalnes, ac e 1 IOns, escrlp IOns an 
printer, places of aboo e of all and every person and persons who 
pubhsher and. d . tId -t b tl . t d' t b proprietor, IS an are In ene e . a . e Ie pnn er an pnn ers, pu -
an.d place. of lisher and publishers of the newspaper, or other paper 
prmt:ng and t' d . 1 ffi I't ilid-'t ffi . title of paller. men lone In sue 1 a c aVl or a aVl s, a rmatlOn or 

New aflida vit 
to be made 
when printer 
and place of 
printing or 
title of paper 
changed. 

alfirmGtiom, amI of all the proprietors of the same, and 
the true description of the house or building wherein 
any such paper is intended to be printed, and likewise 
the title of such paper. 

6. And be it enacted, That an affidavit or affirmation, 
affidavits or affirmations of the like import shall be made, 
signed, and given in like manner as often as any of the 
printers, publishers, or proprietors named in such 
affidavits or affirmations shall be changed or shall 
change their printing house, place or office, and as often 
as the title of the paper shall be changed. 

,. 7. And be it enacted, Thai every such affidavit or 
Aflidavltto be ffi t' h 11 b' 't'· d' • d b signed by a rma IOn sa. e m Wrl mg an slgne y the person 
printer, &0., or persons malnng the same, and shall be sworn or 
taken before a ffi d d'· d b 11 d t ' Judge of the a rme an slgne y a an every he prmter and 
Supreme Oivil printers, publisher and publishers, and such of the 
Oourt and . t f . h 
filed with prOprie ors 0 every sue. newspaper or other paper as 
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are adult 'and within this jurisdiction at the time of the Registrar-
making thereof, by and before anyone of the Juclges General. 
of the Supreme Civil Court in this Colony, and that 
every such affidavit or affirmation shall be filed and 
enregistered by the person or persons making the same 
in the offiee of the Registrar-General, who is hereby 
authorised and clireetpd to receive and enre(;!'ister the 
same, for which he shall be entitled to c1ema;d the fee 
of four shillings and two pence sterling for each affidavit 
or affirmation and no more. 

8.· And be it enacted, Thatif any person shall know- Penalty for 
inoO'ly and wilfully print or publish, or cause to be 

d bl' h dIll· k '1 d 'If puu ,snng, printe or pu IS e , or sm nowmg y an WI· ully or 
either as a proIJrietor thereof or otherwise sell. vend or deh, enng , , , 'newspapers lU 
deliver out any newspaper or other such paper as afore- respee l; . 

'd h ill I' 't ffi t' ffid 't ffi' t' whereof th,S Sal ,suc a le aVI l a rma IOn or a· aVI s or a" rnla IOns Orclintmcehas 
bond or bonds containing such matters and things as are not been com-
required .by this Ordinance to be therein respectively plied with. 

contained, not· having been cluly signed, sworn or 
affirmecl, made, execnted, delivered and enregistered as 

. and as often as by this Ordinance is required or any 
other matter or other thing required by this Ordinance 
to be done, or performed according to this Ordinance not 
having been done or performed, such person shall forfeit 
and lose for every such act done any sum not ex-
ceecling one sterling. 

9 . .And be it enacted, That if any person or persons . 
makinO' such affidavit or affirmation as is by this makmE}' false o affidant3 
Ordinance required to he made shall knowingly and of per-
wilfully insert or set forth therein the name or names, Jury. 
addition or . additions of any person as proprietor, printer 
or puhlisher of any nevyspaper or other such paper .as 
aforesaid to which such affidavit or affirmation relates, 
who is not a proprietor, printer or publisher thereof, 
or shall knowingly and wilfully omit to mention in such 
affidavit or affirmation the name or names, addition or 
additions of any of the proprietors, printers or publishers 
thereof, contrary to the true intent and meaning of thjs 
Ordinance, or shall knowingly and wilfully in other 
manner or respect set forth in such affidavit or affir-
mation any matter or thing by this Ordinance required 
to he set forth other'wise than according to the truth, or 
shall knowingly and wilfully omit to set forth therein 
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accorclinO' to the truth any matter or thing required by 
this to be therein set forth, every person so 
offending shall be liable to the pains and penalties to 
which persons are liable for 'wilful and corrupt perjury. 

Affidavits or 10. And be it enacted, That all such affidavits or 
certified 
copies to be affirmations so filed and enregistered in the office of the 
ad!llditted a£s Registrar-General as aforesaid, or copies thereof, certified 
en enee 0 b ., h . ft t' d h 11 the truth of to e true COl)leS as IS . ereIna er men lOne , s a 
their contents. respectively in all proceedings, civil and criminal, 

touching any newspaper or other such paper as afore-
said, which shall be mentioned in any such affidavits or 
affirmations, or touching any publication, matter, or 
thing contained in any such newspaper or other paper, 
be receivecl and admitted as conclusive evidence of the 
truth of all such matters set forth in such affidavits or 
ainrmations as are hereby required to be therein set 
forth against every person who shall have signed and 
sworn. or affirmed such affidavits or affirmations, and 
shall also be received and admitted in like manner as 
sufficient evidence of the truth "of all such matters 
against all and every person who shall not have signed 
or sworn or afliTmed the same, but who shall be therein 
mentioned to be a proprietor, printer, or publisher of 
such newspaper or other paper, unless the contrary 
. shall be satisfactorily proved; Provided always that if 
any such person or persons respectively against whom 
any such affidavit or affirmation, or any copy thereof 
shall be offered in evidence shall prove that he, she, or 
they hath or have signed, sworn or affirmed and delivered 
to the said Registrar-General previous to the day of the 
date or publication of the newspaper or other such 
IJaper as aforesaid, to which the proceedings civil or 
criminal shall relate an affidavit or affirmation, that he, 
she, or they hath or have ceased to be the printer or 
printers, proprietor or proprietors, or publisher or pub-
lishers of such newspaper, or other such paper as afore-
said, such person or persons shall not be deemed by 
reason of any former affidavit or affirmation so delivered 
as aforesaid, to have been the printer or printers, pro-
prietor or proprietors, or publisher or publishers of such 
paper after the day on whieh such last mentioned 
affidavit or affirmation shall have been delivered +'0 the 
said Registrar-General as aforesaid. 
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11. And be it enacted, That it shall not be necessary tftti prof 
after any such affidavit or affirmation, or a certified it 
C01)Y thereof shall have been producecl in evidence as shall not 

L • • • aforesaIcl agamst the persons who SIgned and. made or the pltrtyto 
affirmed such affidavit or affirmation, or are therein prove the pur-

r t thO 0 di ohase of the named accGrCllng 0 IS r nance, or any of them, and newspaper. 
after a newspaper or other such paper as aforesaid shall 
be produced in evidence, entitled in the same manner 
as the newspaper or other paper mentioned in such 
affidavit or affirmation or copy is entitled, and wherein 
the name or names of the printer and publisher or prin-
ters and publishers, and the place of printing shall be 
the same as the name or names of the printer and pub-
lisher or printers and publishers and the place of 
printing mentioned in such affidavit or affirmation for 
the plaintiff, informant or prosecutor, or person seeking 
to recover any of the penalties given by this Ordinance, 
to prove that the newspaper or paper to which such 
trial relates was purchased at any house, shop or office 
belonging to or ogcupied by the defendant or defendants 
or any of them, orDY his or their servants or workmen,. 
or where he or they by themselves or their servants or 
workmen usually carryon the business of printing or 
publishing such paper, or where the same is usually 
sold. 

12. And be it enacted, That in some part of every of 
newspaper or other such paper as aforesaid there shall 
be printed the true and real name and names, addition ind 

d ldi' dId 1 f b d f th printing to an aCl hons, an p ace an paces 0 a 0 e 0 e be on 
printer or printers, and pa blisher or publishers 9f the the news-
same, and also a true description of the place "here the paper. 
same is printed; and in case any person or persons shall 
knowingly and wilfully print or publish, or cause to be 
printed or published, any such newspaper or other paper 
as aforesaid, not containing the parti('.ulars aforesaid 
and every of them, every such person shall forfeit and 
lose the sum of one pounds; and that proof 
made in manner herein mentioned in any proceeding 
to recover the same, U at the party proceeded against is 
a printer or publisher of a newspaper or other such 
paper so printed or published as aforesaid, shall be 
deemed and taken to be proof that SUCll party is a 
person wilfully and knowingly printing or publishing, 
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or causing the same to be printed or published, unless 
he shall satisfactorily prove to the contrary. 

at the 13. And be it enacted, That service at the house or place 
printing mentioned in such affidavit or affirmation as aforesaid'as 

the bouse or place at which such newspaper or other 
affidavit to be such paper as aforesaid to which any proceedings, civil or 

criminal, shall relate, is printed or published, or inten-
ded so to be of any legal notice, summons, subpcena, rule, 
order or process of what nature soever, or to enforce an 
appearance in any suit, prosecution or proceeding, civil 
or criminal, against any printer, publisher or proprietor 
of any such newspaper or otber paper, shall be deemed 
and taken to be good und sufficient service thereof re-
spectively against all persons named in such affidavit 
or affirmation as the proprietor or proprietors, publisher 
or publishers, or printer or printers,. of the news-
paper or other paper mentioned in such affidavit or 
affirmation. Provided always, that if any such per-
son or persons respectively as aforesaid shall have 
signed, -sworn or affirmed and delivered to the said 
Registrar-General as aforesaid, previous to the day of 
the date or publication of the newspaper or other such 
paper as aforesaid to which the proceeding in Court 
shall relate, an affidavit or affirmation that he or they 
hath or have ceased to' be the printer or printers, pro-
prietor or proprietors, publisher or 'publishers of sllch 
newspaper or other such paper as aforesaid, and shall 
make proof thereof, such person or persous shall not 
be deemed by reason of any former affidavit or affir-
mation so delivered as aforesaid to have been the pro-
prietor or proprietors, printer or printers, publisher or 
publishers of such paper after the day on which such 
last mentioned affidavit or affirmation shall have been 
delivered to the said Registrar-General flS aforesaid. 

Reghtrar-' 14. And be it enacted, That the Registrar-General 
. by whom such affidavit or affirmation and bonds shall 

o g1.ve copIes b k t d' t th d' t' " of affidavits e ep accOr mg 0 e 1rec IOnS of this Ordmance, 
and b01;lds to shall and he is hereby required upon a1Jplil'ation made be receIved as ," . , J:' 
evidence. to him by a:ny perso;t or requiring a copy certi-

fied according to this Ordmance of any such affidavit 
or affirmation or. bond as aforesaid in order that the 
same may be producecl in any civil or criminal proceed-
ing, to deliver to the person so applying for the same 
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mch certified copy, he or they paying for the copy of 
every such affidavit or affirmation or bond the like 
sum of four shillings and twopence and no more. 

15. Andffibde enactffied, in all cases a copy .of 
any such a ant or a rmatlOn or -bond as aforesaId, certified.to be 
certified to be a true copy under the hand of the said true 

• -. '. to be receIved RegIstrar-General, shall. be receIVed ill eVIdence as in as 
sufficient l)roof of such affidavit or affirmation or bond, Suffitf-leou£tsu h 

ffi d · £Ii' d 1 d proo c and that such a ant or'a rmatlOn was u y ma e, affidavits,&c. 
siD'nedor affirmed, and of the contents thereof, and that 
s;ch bond was duly made and executed by the ,parties 
thereto; and such copies so produced and certified shall 
also be received as evidence that the affidavit or affir-
mation or bond of which they purport to be copies have 
been made, swom or affirmed, executed and delivered 
according to Ihis Ordinance, and shall have the same 
effect for the pur'poses of evidence to all intents and 
purposes w as if the original affidavits or 
affirmations or bonds of which the copies so produced 
and certified shall;ptlrport to be copies had been pro-
duced in evidence, and been proved to have been duly 

'so certified, signed, made, s,"Torn or affirmed, executed 
or delivered. ' ' 

16. And be it enacted, TI· at from anclafter the com- Printer or 
mencerrient of this Ordinance the printer or publisher puhlisher of 

. , " • np,wspapers of every newspaper or other such paper as aforesaId, to deliver a 
shall; upon da:y upon which tl:e same shall ?e 
published, or wIthm SIX days after, delIver to the RegIs- by to the 
trar-General fOJo the time being or to some person em-
ployed in his office, one of the papers so published upon shall produce 

h h d . 1 b tl . t bl' h th eac suc ay, SIgnee y 1e prIn er or pu IS er ere- required. 
of in his hand writing', with IJis name and place of 
abode, and the same shall 1)e carefully filed and kept by 
the said Registrar-General; and such printer or pub-
lisher shall he entitled to demand and receive from the 

,Treasurer of the Oolonv, under the warrant of the 
Governor for the time being, once in every three calen-

- dar months, the amount of the current and ordinary 
subscription for such newspaper or other paper so de-
livered; and in every case in which the printer or 
'publisher of such newspaper or other paper as aforesaid 
shall neglect to deliver one such newspaper or other 
paper in the manner herein directed, such printer or 
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pul)lisher shall, for eyery such neglect respectively, 
- forfeit and lose the sum of one hundred pounds; and 
. in case any person or persons shall make application to 

the ::;aid Registrar-General in order that such news-
paper or other paper so signed by the printeJ' or pub-
lisher may be produced in evidence in any proceeding, 
civil or criminal, the said Registrar-General shall, at the 
eXlJense of the party applying, cause the same to be 
produced in the Oourt in which the same is required, 
and at the tin18 required. 

17. And be it enacted, That if any plaintiff in any 
of action for libel agaillstany printer, publisher, or pro-

ill1'b 1 prietoI' of such new"paper as aforesaid, shall make it a 1 n oJ. 1 e •.•. 
after judg- appear by affidavIt to Her MaJesty's Attorney-General 

Public Prosecutor, .for the. time being-, that he is 
ings .on bond entItled to have executIOn agamst the defendant upon 
for hIS benefit. any judgment in such action, but that he has not been 

able to procure satisfaction by writs of execution 
the property of such defendant, it shall be lawful for 
Her Majesty's Attorney-General and Public Prosecutor, 
for the benefit of such plaintiff, to take such proceed-
ings by any suit or action before the Supreme 
Oivil Court upon such bond or bonds respectively, as 
might or could be taken to obtain any fines or penalties 
due to Her Majesty, and secmed by such bond or bonds: 
Provided always that the expense of such proceedings 
shall be exclusively bornlj by the plaintiff as aforesaid. 

& 18. And be it enacted, That all fines, penalties and 
forfeitures by this Ordinance imposed, shall be recovered. 

by action of by action of debt, or information in the Dupreme Oivil 
debt, &c. 0 t f thi lId 

No action or 
information 
to be filed 
except in the 
name of 
Attorney-
General. 

our 0 s san. 
19. And be it enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 

any person or persons whatsoever to commence, prose-
cute, enter or file against any person or persons any 
action, or information for the recovery of any fine, 
pen.alty or forfeiture made or incurred by virtue of this 
Ordinance, unless the same be commenced, prosecuted, 
entered or filed in the name of Her Majesty's Attorney-
General for the time being; and if any action, or infor-
mation shall be commenced, prosecuted, entered or 
filed in the name or names of any other person or per-
sons than is or are in that behalf before mentioned,-
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the same and every proceeding thereupon had are here-
bv declared, and the same shall be null and voicl to all 
iIi:tentsand purposes, 

20. And be it enacted, That if any person shall be Witn,esses 
I 't t . 'd b f th refusmg" to summonec as a WI ness 0 gIve eVI ence e ore e attend to for-

Supreme Oivil Oourt touchin0' any such offence either feit any sum 
I..: • J 'sum not ex-
on the part of the prosecutIOn or of the person or per- ceeding £10. 
sons accused,and shall nE!glect or refuse to appear at the 
time and place to be for that purpose appointed without 
reasonable excuse for such his or her neglect or refusal, 
to be allowed of by the Oourt, or appearing shall refuse 
to give evidenf'e, then every such person shall forfeit 
for every such offence any sum not exceeding ten 
pounds, to be levied and paid in such manner and by 
such means as is in this Ordinance directed as to other 
penalties. 

Passed in Oouncil this nineteenth day of August, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three. 

RIOHARD D. CADIZ, 
Olerk of Oouncil. 

The foreg-oing Ordinance was duly proclaimed by me 
this ninetepnth day of September, one thousand eight 
hundred ,and fifty-three. 

EDWARD MURHAY, 
Mmos/tal. 

====================== 
No. 

1st Novemuer. 
AN ORDINANOE for facilitating the transmission of 

Moneys through the Post Office, and for the Registra-
tion of Letters. 

HA.RRIS. 
an Ordinance was passed in council on 

the fourth day of April, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, entitled" An 
ordinance for establishing an Inland Post and Rates of 
rostage within the Oolony:" And whereas it is 
expedient that facilities shc,uld be given for transmitting 
small sums of money through the Post Office: Be it Powe:: to 
enacted by His Excellency the by and with 

'the advice and consent of the OounCIl of Government, to ;nake r.;gu-
that it shall be lawful for,the Oolonial Postmaster, with to 
the consent of His Excellency the Governor, at any time money orders. 


