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Newspapers. -1935· 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. -

[L.S.} 

[published as a Supplement to the "Royal Gazette " issued on 
the 2nd day of May, 1935.] 

t\o.' 4-1935. 

I ASSENT; 

A. C. HOLLIS, 
Governor. 

25th April, 19,35. 

2,n'd'May, 1935. 

AN ORDINANCE to make provision for the Registration 
and Control of., Newspapers. 

~ .. 

. -BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice, and consent of the Legislative' Council 

thereof as. follows :- . 

1. Thi!;i Ordinance may be cited as tp.e· Newspapers 
Ordinance, 1935. 

2. In this Ordinance-

" Company" means a company formed and 
registered under the provisions of the Com­
panies Ordinance. 

"Newspaper" includes every paper or pamphlet 
containing any public news, intelligence or report 
of any occurrence or any remarks or observations 
thereon or upon any political matter, published 
for sale, distribution or other: purpose in parts or 
numbers at intervaJs not -exceeding one hundred 
days, but does not include the Royal Gazette 
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or any paper, repo~t, matter or thing printed 
by the' Government Printer or, published by 
Government authority, or programmes, notices 
or printed matter containing only or principally 
bona fide advertisements. , , 

" Printer" includes any person who conducts the 
actual printin,g of a newspaper. 

tt Proprietor" includes as well the sale proprietor of 
any newspaper as also in the case of a divided 
proprietorship the persons who, as partners or 
othen-vise represent and are responsible for any 
share or interest in the newspaper as between 
themselves, and the persons in like manner' 
representing or responsible for the other shares 
or interests therein, and no other person. 

, " Process" means all legai process whatsoever 
whether civil or criminal and includes all notices 
under this Ordin,ance and all summonses, 
subpoenas, rules and orders of any Court. ' 

1935· 

3. 'No person sh3.11 print or publish, or cause to be printed Statuto~y 
bOlo h d ' I th h b fil d declaratIOn or pu IS e , any newspaper un ess, ere, as een e required 

with and registered at the office of the Registrar-General a'~:~~~E~:t~ 
'statutory declara.tion, as hereinafter prescribed. . 

4. ,The statutory declaration shall be made, and signed Particulars 
b ' d th ' . t 't of statutory y every person name erem ,as propne or or pnn er, declaration, 

or publisher, of the newspaper to which it relates and 
shall set forth -., ;' , , ' 

(a) the correct title or name of the newspaper; . 
(b) the true description of the 'house or building .' 

wherein the newspaper, is intended ,to,., 'be 
printed, and also, of the" house or building 
:wh~rein it is intended to be published; and 

(c) the true names 'and, Places of abode of every 
person who is )ntende4to :be the proprietor, 

. pi"jnt~~ or pp.blisher ofthynevysp'aper; . 

5. Whenever any proprietor, pri~ter6rpublisher named New 8tatut~ry 
in such, statutory, ,declaration shall ,be. changed or, shall d,eclaratjo~ 
change his place of abode, printing house or office, and as when reqUIred. 

often, as .the'title of the newspaper .shall.b~ changed, then, 
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and in every such case a new statutory declaration which 
shall contain all the several matters and things required 
by section 4 of this Ordinance shall be inade, filed and 
registered as hereinbefore prescribed. " 

6. No person shall print or publish or cause to be printed 
or published any newspaper published at intervals not 
exceeding twenty~six days unless and until the proprietor, 
printer and publisher thereof have entered into and 
delivered to and registered with the Registrar~General, 
a bond to His Majesty, his heirs and successors in 
the sum of one thousand dollars together with one or· 
more sureties,- as may be required and approved by the 
Registrar~General. The conditions of such bond' shall be 
that each proprietor, printer and publisher shall pay to 
His Majesty every penalty which may at any time be 
imposed upon or adjudged against him or them upon any 
conviction for printing or publishing any blasphemous or 
seditious or other libel at any time after the execution of 
such bond} and also any damages and costs on every 
judgment for the plaintiff in any action for libel against 
such proprietor, printer or publish£r and all other penalties 
whatsoever which may be imposed upon or adjudged by 
any Court against him or them under· the provisions of ' 
this Ordinance. 

'7. A surety shall be released from his bond upon giving 
written notice to the proprietor, printer and publisher of 
the newspaper to that effect and filing a copy of such 
notice with the Registrar~General. ' 

In such case the surety shall be released from further 
liability upon the bond from and after the expiration of 
twenty days from the date of the filing of a copy of the 
notice as aforesaid : 

Provided always that notwithstanding any such 
release such surety shall continue to be liable in respect 
of all penal ties incurred by and all damages and costs 
adjudged against any such proprietor, printer or publisher 
in respect of any proceedings commenced within six months 
of the date of such release for any blasphemous or seditious 
or other libel printed or published, or for any offence under 
the Ordina.nce committed before the date of such release 
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8. The Registrar-General may at any time during the Registrar. 
. d 11' th t t' General may contInuance of a bon ca upon e sure y or sury les call on surety· 

thereof to satisfy him as to means ~nd f?r ~,ha~ purpose to justify. 

may require a_statutory declaratIOn JustIfYIng. such 
means. Upon failure of the surety or' suretIes to 
satisfy him as. aforesaid, the bond shall become null and 
void and the Registrar-General shall thereupon notify in 
writing the parties to the bond to that effect. 

9. Whenever any surety has paid the whole,of the sum Bond ~dll 
for' which he has become surety, or dies, or has been and VOl. 

declared a bankrupt or has executed any deed of 
composition with his creditors, or is released as provided 
for in section 7·of this Ordinance, or upon notification of 
failure to satisfy the Registrar-General as to means as is 
hereinbefore provided, the bond in any such case shall 
become null and void. . 

10. No person shall print or publish, or cause to be New bbnd. 

printed or published, any newspaper the bond in respect 
of which has become void until a new bond shall have been 
executed and registered in manner and in the amount· as 
hereinbefore provided. . 

11. When" a company is' the proprietor" printer or SdtatlutorYi 
bli h f t t t d 1 t · ec arat on pU S er 0 a newspaper, any s a u ory ec ara IOn and bond by 

required by this Ordinance shall be made and· signed Company, 

by the. secretary or one of the directors of' the company, 
and the bond required by this Ordinance shall· be given 
and executed by such company under its seal and by 

•. SJI,Cll sluety or sureties as the Registrar-General may 
require and approve . 

. c·,· 1.2.'Every person who--' '. '. . Penalty for. 
. .' '.. .' •...• '. . tin 

(a) pnnts or publIshes or causes to be prlntedorE~hlish~g, 
.. published any newspaper in.contrav'enti<in. of s~llil!g 0: 

. .,. . . ._ , . . ...; . dlstrlbutmg 
sectIOns 3, 6 or 10 of thls0rdmallce;or,., ". new~paper.in 

(b) sells or distributes any' newspaper which he ~f~~:ventlOn. 
kriows or has reason to. beJieve has been printed Ordinance. 

. .... or' published in contravention of either of . 
. . ' .... .... .'. the aforementioned sections,· 

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding two hundred 
fifty dollars. . 
--- ,--I -
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Particu~ars 13.-{r) At the: foot of the last page of every newspaper 
tobeprmted '1 t . d th "th h 11 b ' . t d on neWSpo.p('l. and of every supp emen Issue ereWl, s a e prm e 

the christian name and surname, occupation and place of 
abode of its proprietor, printer and publisher, and in the 
case of a company its corporate name and also a true 
description of the house or building wherein it is actually 
printed, and published respectively, and at some place in 
the newspaper the day of the week, month and year on 
which it is published. ' 

False (2) Every person who knowingly and wilfully 
particulars. prints or publishes or causes to be printed or published, any 

newspaper or supplement thereto, whereon. the several 

Penalty. 

particul~rs aforesaid are not set forth, or are falsely set 
forth, shall be liable to a penalty not' exceeding 
one hundred dollars; , 

Delivery of 14.-(r) The printer or publisher of every newspaper in 
~~~:~;r!~~s. the Colony shall, w~thin six days after each publication of 

, the newspaper, dehver, or cause to be dehvered, at the 
office of the 'Registrar-General one copy of,that newspaper 
free of cost, with the name and place of abode of the 
printer o't publisher thereof signed and written thereon by 
his proper hard <itnd in his accustomed manIl;er of signing, 

, qr, by s6me persbnappointed and authoriseQ. :by him f~r 
that pUFpose, of whose appointment and autp.ority notice 
in writing signed by the printer or publisher has ,been 
delivered at the office of the Registrar-General. 

Penalty. 

Annual 
returns of 
particulars of 
newspapers. 

(2) Every printer or publisher of a newspaper who 
fails or neglects, to deliver or cause to be' delivered, in 
manner hereinbefore directed, a copy signed as aforesaid 
shall be liable to a penalty ilot exceeding fifty dollars for 
every such failure or neglect to deliver. , ' 

15.-~ (r) The proprietor and publisher of every newspaper 
shall file or cause to be filed in the month of January in 
every year with the Registrar-General a return of the 
following particulars-

(a) the title of the newspaper; 
(b) the names of all the proprietors of the newspaper 

with their respective occupations, places of 
business, if any, places of abode; and 

(c) the yearly circulation for the previous calendar 
year ending on the 31st De,cember. 
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(2) Every proprietor and publisher fai1llig to file 
such return as aforesaid shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, 

I935· 

16. The Registrar-General shaIi cause ,to be entered ina RegJ-stration, . 

book kept for that purpose in his office, the title of every ~~!l:!:~~~s 
. d h' ff' . l' th f and names of newspaper reglstere at IS 0 Ice ~nd a so. e names 0 pr?prietors, 

the proprietors, printers and pubh~hers the~eof, as they ~~m:h~r~d 
appear in the statutory declaratIOn requIred by this 
Ordjnance to be made relating to those newspapers 
res p€ctively. 

17. There shall be paid to the Registrar-General . the Fees. 

fees specified in the Schedule to this Ordinance.in respect 
of the several matters therlin specified. . . 

18. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Perjury MI1~rg t~Ise 
Ordinance in that behalf every person who knowingly and ~[at:t~~ve 
wilfl~l1y signs~ and, makes any ~tatutory' declaration ~:l~r;:~~n, 
reqUIred by thIS Ordmance - " ( p 

(a) in which there is inserted or set forth the name 
of any. person as a: proprietor" printer or 
publisher of, any newspaper to which t:p.e. 
statutory de.claratio.n relates who is not the 
proprietor, printer or publisher thereof; or 

(b) from which there is omitted the name or place 
of abode of aily proprietor, printer or publisher 
of the newspaper, contrary to the provisions of 
tllis Ordinance; o. 

(c) in which any matter or thing by this Oqlinance 
required to be set forth is' falsely set foith; or 

(d) from which any matter or thing required by this 
Ordinance to be set forth is omitted, '.' .... . . 

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding two' hundred 
and fifty dollars.' " . . .. ' ... 

'.19., In any. Civil or Cri!llinal proceedingsa.gainsta~y ~~~~~~~~~ 
propnetor, prmter. orpubhsher of any Ilewspaper, serVIce propnetor,&c., 

at thehous~ or building mentioned' in .' any statutory of newspaper. 

declaration aforesaid', as the house or· building at . which . 
that newspaper is printed, or published" of any' notice or 
other matte:r required or directed by this Ordinance to . 
be Igiven. or left, or of any process whatsdever, shall be 
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taken to be good and sufficient service thereof respectively 
upon and against every person named in the statutory 
declaration as the proprietor" printer or publisher of 
that newspaper." 

20.-(1) All penalties under this Ordinance' maybe 
recovered on summary conviction before a Magistrate on 
complaint laid by the Registrar-General. 

(2) All penalties recoverable. under any bond given 
. under thIS. Ordman ce shall be recovered as Crown debts 

by the A;ttomey-General. 
I 

21. The Newspapers Ordinance, Cap. 179 is herepy 
repealed without prejudice to anything done or suffered 
thereunder or any right, privilege, obligation or liability 
acquired, accrued or incurred thereunder: ProVided that 
any bond in force at the date of such repeal and given in 
accordance with. the provisions of such repealed Ordinance 
shall remain in force during the period of one month from 
the commencement of this Ordinance and no longer: 
Provided further that where an affidavit was filed under 
section 3 of the repealed 'Ordinance 'in respect of any 
newspaper, the, Statutory ,Declaration required by this 
Ordinance may be filed within:' one month of the 
commencement of this Ordinance. 

stHEDULE. 

For filing Statutory Declaration .... 
For Registration of Bond 
For every search of Register 
For inspecting file of documents (other than news­

paper files) . 
For filing any document (other than a newspaper 

not otherwise provided ;for in this Schedule) .... 

$1.20 

4.80 
.60 

.60 

.60 

Passed in Council this fifth day of April, in the year 
of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and thirty-five. 

J. O'CONNOR, 
Clerk of the Cou1U:il.· · 


