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TRINIDAD anp TOBAGO.

Pubkished a5 & Supploment to the Roval Gazstte, issuad on the
: 10th dsy of Aﬁgust, 1844,

No. 21—1944.
[L.S.]

A. B, WRIGHT,
Aeting Governor.
: 19th Auguszt, 1944.

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the speedy remedying
of insanitary conditions in slum areas and of over-
crowding in dwelling-houses and for other purposes
in connection therewith.

[10th August, 1944.]

g“!i NACTED by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago
with the advice and consent of the ILegislative
Council thereof.

1. (1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Slum
Clearance and Housing (Temporary Provisions) Ordinance,
1844, and shall be construed as one with the Slum Clearance
and Housing Ordinance, as from time to time amended,
‘which Ordinance as so amended is hereinafter referred to
as the Prineipal Ordinance,

Commencerment.

Short title ané
congtruct ton.,
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Application
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e provisions of this Ordinance shall have effect
andi_.;g anything to the contrary in the Principal

one year at a time. ~
(2) The expiry of this Ordinance as aforesaid shall
i rejudice to things previously done, szt‘ted
or sufiered thereunder.
(8) This Ordinance shall apply only +to land or
i within the City of Port-of-Spain or the borough
of San Fernando as respectively descubef‘ in the Port-
of-Spain Corperation Ordinance and the San Fernando -
Corporation Ordinance. ‘

n this Ord;nance-m .
Committee " means ths Slum Clearance Committee
appointed undér the provisions of section 4
o‘i this Ordinance ; f
I slum clearance area ” means an area
efined and declared as such for the purposes
@f this Ordmance in the manner hereinafter
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(2') For the pmposes of this- Omman the word
“ own 2 d fined in section 2 of the Princi EQrd inance
shall be acemed to include the agent or ‘s ustee of the

“owner ”’ : '
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& (1) (a) For the purposes of this Ordinance, there
shali be a Slum Clearance Committee which shall be a

Sl
)
Commnittee of the Commission. .
ubject to the *provzslon of paragraph (¢} of *
this subsc—;ctmn, the Committes shall Voﬁazst of. the
o
<

i} & chairman who shall be the pba;dmﬂaz of the .
Commission ; ‘

(ii) ‘thzee members of the Cmnmzss:un selrcted by
the wmmss*%on, subject ’to ﬂne Go \femors
approval,
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¢y Whenever the Committee has under considera- /;a
t

tion any matter atfecting the area _of = I Authority, /AJ2 { /
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the Committee 'nau o-opt t

Comr
(@)

v n case of resignation, removal, abser T
.inability to act of any member of the Commiission serving
“on the Committee, the Commission shall forthw im proceed,
subject to the provisions of paragraph (8) of this subse '

to uﬂ tn\, Vd,CBI’C}' thus ~created b} resz;»zn&é‘@n or

&
D
t o

%
il s S
Q
<j
LB
p...«\
)
e
-+
@)
2]
]
o)
Q
e
L".:
(il
m
ol
@]
"’i
w
52
=
‘—+.
(@]
I
L O
r+
{.l‘
::‘
4
y.«
fred
cm
.
;;,\
h
)
[w)
4]
<D
3
o
[©]

, (e) Three memberq of the C oi_;m‘ut@a:
the chairman, shall form a quorum for the
of -business. Al questions coming or arising br-«

Comumnittee shall be decided by a majority of votes, and -

An the case of an equality of yotes the chairman shall have

-2 second or casting vote. }
.~ (f) The Committee shall be subject to such general
or sp L,Cia.i directions as the G@vemor in Caw il may fron

' ’tmﬁ to time give. - _

_ (g) The Committee sha H haVS power tc regulate

its pro cedure and, mmout pre]uame to th f.:ez:zey:?:

,2) ’Ehe Committee shall Ila,\/t 1‘:1 \,xermse such oi

the powers conferred upon the Commission Ov he ‘%mczpal
Ordinance, as may be necessary to carry out or . facilitate

the duties of the Committee under - this O d.m ance, and
shall in addition have such fur ther powers as
upon it by this Ordinance.

Any decision, order or dct of the Committee srrived
“at, given or done under the powers hereby conierred upor
it shall be deemed fo be a demsion, ‘order or act oi t
Commission and the Commission shall not do, or o*-*r%’it
- to do, anything which may co*nucb with or nmdcr any
“such decision, order or-act of the Cox mm‘a@e
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(3) This section shall have effect notwithstanding
anything to the contrary in the Principal Ordinance and
specially, but without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing words, in section 9 thereof.

Dyelling- 5. (1) Notwithstanding the pxovisionq contained in any
for human mhbl law, whenever any dwelling-house i$ in the opinion
habitation:  of the Committee Tuinous or so dilapidated as to have
Closing oxders. become and to be unfit for human habitation or a nuisance
or injurious to health, the Committee may order that such
dwelling-house shall not ‘be _used for human habitation :
Provided that prior to making any such order, the Com-
mittee shall cause the landlord of such dwellmg—house
- or his agent to be notified of the proposed action and such
landlord shall be given the opportunity of submitting
in writing to the Committee any objection or suggestion
within a specified period (not being less than two clear
days after the date of the service of the notice) : Provided
further that no such order shall be made by the Committee
until the period for submitting objections or suggestions
has elapsed and unless the objections or suggestions made f
(if any) have been considered by the Comimittee.

(2) An order . ade” by the Committee under the

provisions of the preceding subsection (hereinafter referred

to as a closing order) shall be final and shall not be
questioned in any court. Any such order shall take effect
immediately after being served on the landlord concerned

ot his agent and may be cancelled by the Committee-
~on its being satisfied that the dwelling-house has been
rendered fit for human habitation, or for any  other
reason in the absolute discretion of the Committee, '

(3) The Committee may by notice served on the
landlord (or on the agent of the landlord) of any dwelling- -
“house, in relation to which a closing order has been made
under this Ordinance and is still in force, require him to
do to the satisfaction of the Committee any one or more
of the following things within a reasonable time to be
specified in such notice, namely : secure or repair such
dwelling-house, furnish and supply it with all requisite
fittings and conveniences, or do such other work as may
be deemed expedient: Provided that a notlce under

3
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this subsection shall not be served unless the arrange-
ments mentioned in paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of
section 7 of this Ordinance have been made. ~

{4) If all the requirements of a notice served under
the last preceding subsection in relation to a dwelling-
house are not complied with to the satisfactior of the

‘Committee, the Committee shall have power to decide

that the premises of which such dwelling-house forms

part be acquired and thereupon such premises shall be -
acquired by the Commission with all due diligence and -

subject to the provisions of section 7 of this Ordinance :

Provided that no such decision shall be arrived at by the
Committee unless the owner of the building of which the
dwelling-house forms part has been notified at “least five
days betore the day on which the matter is to be considered

by the Committee, that representa,tlous may be made in

wntmg to the Committee before the said dav

8. (1) Where the Committee, as a result of an 111‘399(:1‘10‘1 Bowar to

declare ax

or upon consideration of a report from any of the officers, erssiobee
servants or agents of the Commission, or of a representa- fomme
tion made to the Committee Dby ‘any persen, or of®es

information in the possession of the Committee, is satisfied
that the housing conditions in any area are dangerous
-or injurious to the health and welfare of the inhabitants

therein by reason of the disrepair or sanitary defects of,

or the overcrowding in, dwelling-houses therein, or of
the bad arrangement of the dwelling-houses, or of the
narrowness or bad arrangement of the roads and that
those conditions can be effectually remedied— .

(@) by ordering the demolition or repair, as the

circumstances may require, of those buildings !
‘consisting wholly or in part of dwelling-houses |

which are unfif for human nabltatmn or

(6) by the acquisition by the Commission of all
or any of the lands or buildings comprised in
the area and by the Committee undertaking or
otherwise securing the demolition, reconstruc-

tion or repair, as the circumstances may require, .

~ of any such buildings or the development of
any such land; or

1944,
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{¢} il it is so desired, by the acquisition of any land
or buildings ad]acvnt to the area which it is
expedient to acquire for the develoomem
thereof or the acquisition of which ig rcasonablv

necessary for the parpose of secur mg a cleared
area of convenient shape and ‘dimensions
or for.the satisfactory: deve 1opment or usc
thereof,

the pommz‘ztee may cause that area to be defmeu on a
plan in such a roanner as to exclude therefrom any land
‘or building in respect of which Samtary defects do. not,
.in its opinion, exist, or which the C ommluea does not find

it expedient to acquire for the remedying of overcrowding,
- or badly arranged conditions, but so as to include bmldmgs

~which are, in its opinion, in a state of distepair and any
" adjacent lands or buildings which it is desired to acquire,
- and the Committee may declare the area so defined to be

a special slum clearance area. ,
{2) When a declaration such as is mentioned in the

;Qre(:f*dmg subsection has been made, the Committee shall
cause notice thereof to be published once m the Royal

 Gazette and in one local daily newspaper, and. the declara-

“tion of the special slum clearance area shall ‘take effect”

7._as from, the date of such publication if simultaneous or-

from the date of the later of thp two publications, as the

case may be.
(3) The plan on which a special slum ciearance area’

. _has been defined, or a copy thereof, shall be deposited at
st the office of the Commission at j’ortwaf—Spam at the

Power of
Committes in
relation to
special slum
clearance
areas and
dwelling-
houses unfit
for human

i hebitation.

Warden’s Office at San Fernando, at the office of the
Lo&al Authority, of the ‘area affected, and ;hall be open-
to inspection dm‘mn office hours.

7. {1) Whenever the Committes shall have declared
any area to be a special slum clearance area or has made-
a closing order in relation to any dwelling-house, it shall

“be lawful for the Committee to do any one or ‘more of the
“following things :—

{a) to make such arrangements as may be necessary
or practicable for the accommodation, tempo-
rary or otherwise, of all persons resident in such
area or in such dwelling-house on the date at

which such area becomés a special slum clearance :

T
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area. or such dw Jelhncf-hous,e becomes subject
to a closing order, and to notify all occupiers
for whi DI ACCOTmO da on has been arranged to
remove from such area or dwelling-house within
such- E;ﬁflcd as may be specified in the order ;

{b) without any recourse to any court, to order
the ’—‘W(“‘*Lu by force i necessary, of any
-:upirr who has been yi)tlfled as pr rovided
in the preceding paragraph of this subsection
and who has failed to comply with such
ification, or of any other person found
esiding i any such arsa or dwelling-house ;

J (’)

z

b

o prohibit the wuse of any land or building
ncluded in a special slim clearance area or of
any dwelling-house, in relation to which a
osing order is in force, for any purpose other
than a ;usrp se dnpmwé by the  Committee
&E&d in accordance with directions given by
the COmmRt ee

w; ‘ta cause ‘to be qervpd 1_11.,011 the owner of any.
building wclLau i @ specidl ‘slam clearance
area & notice cl: ng him, within such
reasonable time as may be bp@mizea in such
notice, to repair ané im‘pmvc the building
by by the eyecuﬁ@r of the works specified in
“the notice or to demolis h_‘:vlgh_@mbﬂ'1\11;%, nd in
defauit of bunﬂil ance with such notice, the
Commiittee shall have the right to carry out
the requﬁen*entq of such notice and the

¢pairs or demolition shall be

the premnises. The Commission

‘such cost as simple’con‘aract

; T and may, inits discretion,

pt  payment by in ah mnt ?rc}vided“"
ere;t S T
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them in such shares as the Cor nm?ttes_
may ceﬁ51der '%;o be iusii, and such cost
in such shares’;
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(i any person who pays to the Committee the
full amount or more than his just share
of such cost shall be entitled to recover
from any co-owner such contribution as
the Committee may determine to be due
to him from such CO-OWNeT ; :

(¢} to decide that all or any of the lands or
buildings in the special slum clearance area
be acquired by the Commission to be used
or dealt with in) such manner as the Com-
mittee shall detemun and in any such case
such acquisition bg‘% the Commission is hereby

: authorised and shall be carried out with all

@} due diligence in accordance with the pro-

visions of Part VI of t Principal Ordinance,

as from time to timé, amended, (exceptmg,
however, the pmwsmns\%of section 27 of the

- Principal Ordinance as répealed and replaced

- by section 8 of the Slum Clearance and Housing
{Amendment) Ordinance, 1941, and of sub-
section {5) of section 28 of_ the Principal
 Ordinange Whmh are hef'ebv declared not to be
“applicable), and the ‘Cominittee “shall exercise
such consequential powers as are vested in the

Commission. by sections 38 and '7 of the

Principal Ordinance ; , :

{f) to construct new buildings on lands acqmred'

' by the Commission as aforesaid, or improve
or alter any existing buildings acqmred by the
Commission, as the Committee may. deo!%%e

{2} The powers conferred by paragraphs (c)/ 4 (@) %}f
of the prea,edmg subsection shall not be exercised by the
Committee unless the provisions of paragraph (a) of the
said subsecizcn have been complied with.

(3) Any order made by the Committee in exercise of »
the power conferred by paragraph (b) of subsection (1)
may be carried out by any person authorised in writing
by the chairman of the Committee, and no action
shall in any case be brought against any such person in
respect of &nmh@mg done in ggmuawe of such @uthonty
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7

(4) Any prohibition” made in exercise of the power
conferred by paragraph (¢) of subsection (1) shall take
effect seven days after notice thereof has been served on
the owner of the land or building concerned, or on the land-
lord of the dwelling-house concerned or his agent, as the
case may be: Provided that the period of seven days
specified above may be extended by the Committee in
the exercise of its absolute discretion.

(5) When there is auny infringement of a prohibition
duly made and notified or of any direction given under the
provisions of subsection (1) of this section, the Committee
shall have power to order that any person or thing found
or anything done on any land or in any building or
dwelling-house to which such prohibition or direction
applies shall be evicted, taken out, or demolished, as the
case may be, by force if necessary, without recourse to
any court, and such order shall be carried out by any
person authorised in writing by the chairman of the Com-
mitteée and any expenses incurred may be recovered by
the Commission as a simple contract debt from the owner
or landlord, as the case may be, unless such owner or
landlord proves to the. satisfaction’ of the court that he
had ‘taken all reasonable steps to Gru.eufd agamst such, /eﬂ—w WL@ 7f
infringement, . aetdeey o

o (1) of s S, /w/
8. In the proviso to subsectlon (1) of section 14 of Cortain

provigions

the Rent Restriction Ordinance, 1941, (as repealed and ofBent
replaced by section 3 of the Rent Restriction (Amendment) onmse:
Ordinance, 1943) the reference to paragraph (i) of the ™tteerr's:
" said subsection, shall be disregarded in the case of the
landlord of a dwelling-house or the owner of a building
making an application for the possession of such dwelling- .
house or building for the purpose of complying with a
notice served upon him under the provisions of subsec-
- tion (3) of section 5 of this Ordinance or of paragraph.(d)
~of subsection (1) of the last preceding section. »~
9. For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared ‘;chlrig:g“
and provided that— sections of
(a) the provisions of sections 6, 38, 39 and 40 of the Prinoipal
the Principal Ordinance shall apply mutatis
mutandis to the Committee and to officers
of the Commission in relation to the duties
imposed and the powers conferred -by this
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Ordinance, and the reference in subsection (1)
of section 88 of the Principal Ordinance to
a scheme shall be deemed to be a reference to
the making of a closing order or to the declara-
tion of a special slum clearance area under
this Ordinance ; .
() the provisions of section 30 of the Principal
Ordinance  shall apply in relation to persons’
- displacad from any dwel]mg house or building
as a result of action taken by the Committee
under this Ordinancse ; ,
(¢c) the provisions of sections 25 and 35 of the
Principal Ordinance shall apply in the case.

been made or a notice requiring the execution -
of works has been served, in the exercise of
. powers conferred by this Ordinance ;

(d) the provisions of section 46 of the Principal
Ordinance shall have effect in relation to any
housing accommodation provided for persons
of the working class as a result of the exercise

o - of the powers conferred by this Ordinance: -~

T S - Provided, that it shall not be ‘necessary to, . : .

in Council was first obtained (as specified: -
in subsection (I) of the aforesaid section 46);
- (e) the provisions of sections 6 and 7 of thls"
-Ordinancé  shall have effect notwithstanding
‘anything to the contrary in the Prm(;lpal

: Ordinance.: ‘
Form, § 1 :
Foum, o won 10 (1) Notices, 0rde1s and any other documents
and service required to De served or given by the Committee under
. of notices,
F this Ordinance may be in writing or print, or partly in

writing and partly in print; and, if the same require
authentication, shall be sufflclently authenticated by the
name of the chairman of the Committee, or any duly
authorised officer of the Commission, being cLﬁlXed thereto
in writing or in print.

S (2) Notices, orders, and any other documents’,
required to be served or given by the Committee under
this Ordinance -may be servsd by delivering the same or
a true copy thereof to or at the residence of the person
to whom they are addressed, or, when addressed to the

of premises in respect of which an order has -

establish ‘that the approval of the Governor
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“owner ' or ““landlord " or ““ occupier ” of premises, by
dehvermg the same or a true copy thereof to some person
on the premises, or, if there is no person on the premises
who can be so SQlVGJ by affixing the same on some con-
spicuous part of the premises. Such notices or orders
may also be served on a person by being sent in a prepaid
letter addressed to that person at his usual or last known
place of abode ; provided that such place of abode be
within a postal dehve1y district.

(3) Any notice, order, or other document required
by this Ordinance to be served or given by the Committee
on or to the owner, landlord, or occupier of any premises
may be addressed by the description of the ““owner ”
or “landlord ” or “occupier” of the premises (naming
such premises) in respect of which the noctice, order, or
other document is given or served, without further name
or description.

11. Nothing in this Ordmance shall premchcD or 1nter- provision for
fere with the right or remedies of the owner of a building Proteetion of
or the landlord of a dwelling-house: for the breach, non-
observance, or non-performance ¢f any covenant or _
contract entered into by a tenant i;or lessee in reference . . -

“to any building or dwelling-house#in' respecti of which
‘an order is made, or a mnotice requiring the execution of -
works is served, by the Committee under this Ordinance ;.-
and if any owner or landlord is obliged to take possession
of a building or dwelling-house in order to comply with .
any such order or notmt the takmg possession shall not -
o aftect his right to avail himself of any such breach, non-
S - observance or non-performance Wh1ch has occurred before
e he so took possession.

12. If any person after receiving notice of the intended enatty for
action— Demabion st
(a). being the occupier of any building or dwelling- repairs, &e.

house, prevents the owner or landlord, as

the case may be, or his agents, servants or

workmen, from Carrying into effect with respect

to such building or dwelling-house any require-

ment of the Committee of which notice has

been served upon such owner or landlord (or

his agent) ; or :
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(b) being the owner of any building or the landlord
of any dwelling-house or the agent of any
such landlord or the occupier of any such
Duﬂdmg or dw ellmg—housp, prevents any officer,
servant or agent of workman authorised in
writing by the = chairman of the Committee
from taking any action authorised by this
Ordinance ; or

~(¢) being an inmate of any building or dwelling- |

house, prevents the owner or landlord or any
other person upon whom any obligations are
under the provisions of this Ordinance imposed,
or who is authorised by the chairman of the
Committee under the provisions of this
Ordinance to carry into effect, with respect
to such building or dwelhng—house any require-
ment of the Commlttee from so doing,

he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of

one hundred dollars and to a further fine of fifty dollars

for every day or part of a day during Whlbh such offence
- continues after conv1ct1on

Penalty ofi 13 (1 ) 7§f1thout pme]ud*ce to the prov1s:1ons of sectlons 6
e il and 7 of this Ordinance, if any person is found in any
housein dwelling-house declared to be unfit for human habitation
whieh . after the expiry of the period fixed by the Committee for
aclosing  removal therefrom; he shall, unless he has been permltted,

foce. - by the Committee to remain therein, be liable on sum,mary‘ ,
conviction to a fine of one hundred dollars.

(2) If any person uses any dwelling- house in relatlon' .
to which a closing order is in force, or permits such dwelling-
‘house to be used, :for any purpose other than a purpose
authorised by the Commlttee he shall be liable on summary °
conviction to a fine of one hundred dollars and to a
further fine of fifty dollars for each day or part of a day.
during which such offence continues after conviction. '

Espenditure hy 14, Any expenditure incurred by the Committee shall
e wea D€ deemed to have been incurred on behalf of the Com-
by Commission. mission and shall be defrayed by the Commission on the |

-~ certificate of the chairman of the Committee.
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15. Where temporary accommodation has been‘provided llj;f;’ﬂrgfbeln' '

by the Committee for persons removed from any special pemises
provide

slum clearance area or from any dwelling-house in relation for persons
to which a closing order has been made, the rents in respect xmoved from
of such temporary accommodation shall be collected by area, &e.
the Commission which shall be deemed to be the landlord

for all the purposes of such collection.

Passed in Council this fourth day of August,
in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and

forty-four.

W..J. BOOS,

‘Llerk of the Council.



