
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
• 

No. .1893. 
8th May, 1893. 

AN ORDINANOE to provide for the recovery of the 
possession of premises unlawfully held over, and to 
amend the law relating to Landlords and Tenants. 

BE it enacted by His Excellency the Governor with the 
, advice and consent of the Legislative Council as 

:-

1. This Ordinance may for all purposes be cited as Short title 

"The Landlords and· Tenants Amendment Ordinance, 
" 1893." 

2. In this Ordinance, 
The word "Premises" shall mean lands, houses or 

other corporeal hereditaments. 
The word "Person" shall include a body politic or 

corporate as well as an individua1. 

Interpretatioll. 
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Peraone holding 
over after 
determination 
of the tenancy. 

Service and 
form of Sum-
mons. 

The term "Landlord" shall mean the person 
entitled to the immediate reversion of the 
premises, or if the property be held in joint 
tenancy or tenancy in common shall mean 
any of the persons entitled to such reversion. 

The word "Agent" shall mean any person usually 
employed by the Landlord in the letting of 
the premises or in the collection of the rents 
thereof or specially authorised to act in the 
particular matter by writing under the hand 
of such Landlord. 

3. When and so soon as the term or interest of the 
tenant of any premises held by him at will or for any term 
not exceeding two years either without being liable to the 
payment of any rent or at a rent not exceeding the rate of 
two hunured and forty dollars a year shall have ended or 
shall have been determined by a legal notice to quit or 
otherwiRe and such tenant or (if such tenant do not actuall.1" 
occupy the premises or only occupy a part thereof) any 
person by whom the same or any part thereof shall be 
then actually occupied shall neglect or refuse to quit and 
deliver up possession of the premises or of such part there-
of respectively it shall be lawful for the landlord of the 
said premises or his agent to make complaint on oath be-
fore the Stipendiary Justice of the Peace for the district in 
which such premises or any part thereof is situate. Such 
complaint may be in the form set forth in Schedule A to 
this Ordinance or such other form as the circumstallces of 
the case may require. 

4. The Stipendiary Justice of the Peace shall upon 
such complaint issue a summons in the form set forth in 
the Schedule B to this Ordinance or such other form as the 
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circumstances of the case may require, directed to such 
tenant or occupier and requiring him to appear before such 
Stipendiary Justice of the Peace at such place and time 
not less than three days after the service of such summons 
as may be mentioned therein. 

5. If the tenant shall not appear in obedience to such Conseqnenceof 

d h . f:' f IS' d' Tenant disobey. summons an s ow to the sabs actIOn 0 t 1e hpen lary ing Snmmons. 

Justice of the Peace reasonable cause why possession 
should not be given up and shall still neglect or refus0 to 
deliver up possession of the premises or of such part there-
of as he is then in possession of to the landlord or his 
agent, it shall be la\vful for such landlord or agent to give 
to the Stipendiary Justice of the Peace proof of thB hold-
ing and of the end or other determination of the tenancy 
with the time and manner thereof, and where the title of 
the landlOTd has accrued since the letting of the premises 
the right by which he claims the possession, and upan 
proof of the service of the summons and of the neglect or 
refusal of the tenant or occupier as the case may be, it 
shall be lawful for such Stipendiary Justice of the Peace 
to order sLlch tenant or occupier to pay a fine not exceed-
ing Five Pounds and the cost incurred by such landlord 
or agent and in default of payment thereof to be imprisoned 
with or without hard labour for any period not exceeding 
one month and such Stipendiary Justice shall is!-me a 
warrant under his hand to the Police Oonstables of the 
district within which such premises or any part thereof is 
situate commanding them within a period to be named 
therein not less than three nor more than seven clenr days 
from the date of warrant to enter by force if needful 
into the premises aDd give possession of the same to sucll 
landlord or agmt. Provided always that entry upon any 

! 1 
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such warrant shall not be made on a Sunday, Good Friday, 
Oorpns Ohristi or Ohristmas Day. Such warrant may be 
in the form set forth in Schedule 0 or such other form as 
the circumstances of the case may require. 

6. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall be. 
deemed to protect any person on whose application and 
to whom any such warrant shall be granted from any 
action which may be brougLt against him by any such 
tenant or occupier for or in respect of such entry and 
taking possession where such person had not at the time 
of granting the same lawful right to the possession of the 
same premIses. 

7. The summons directed to be issued under this Ordi-
nance may be served either personally or by leaving the 
same with some perSOll being in and apparently residing 
at the place of abode of the person holding over as afore-
said. Provided that if the person so holding over cannot 

P be found and the place of ahode of such person shall either 
not be known or admission thereto cannot be obtained for 
serving such summons the posting up of the said summons 
011 some conspicuous part of the premises so held over shall 
be deemed to be good service on such person. 

How exerutions 8. In every case in which the person to whom any such 
of wart'ants uf • • 
posses.ion warrant shall be granted had not at the tIme of grantmg 
may be stayed. ' 

the same, lawful right to the possession of the premises, 
the obtaining of any such warrant as aforesaid, shall be 
deemed a trespass by him against l the tenant or occupier 
of the premises, although no entry shall be made by virtue 
of the warrant; and in case any such tenant or occupier 
wiil hecom; bound with two sureties, as bereinafter provide(l, 
to be approved ot by the Stipemliarj' Justice of the Peace, 
in such sum as to him shall seem reasonable, reganl being 

; 
g 
c 
s 
t 
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had to the value of the premises, and to the probable cost 
of an action, to sue the person to whom such warrant was 
granted, with effect and without delay, and to pay all the 
costs of the proceedings in action in case Judgment 
shall pass for the defendant, or the plaintiff AhaH discon-
tinue or not prosecute his action, or, the same shall be dis-
missed, execution of the warrant shall be delayed until 
Judgment shall have been given in such action of trespass; 
and if, upon the trial of such action of trespass, Judgment 
shall be given for the plaintiff, :mch Judgment shall 
supersede the warrant so granted, and the plaintiff shall 
be entitled to double costs in the said action of trespass: 
Provided always, that any person who shall have obtained 

olwarrant, 
such warrant as aforesaid, shall be at liberty by serving a 
notice, in writing, within two days from the day of obtain-
ing the warrant on the occupier of the premises, of his 
intention to abandon the warrant, then and in such case 
all further proceedings, on both sides, upon or in respect 
cf such warrant shall forthwith cease, 

{). Every such bond, as hereinbefore mEntioned, shall Proceedings on 
, , be made to the SaId landlord or hIS agent, at the cost oft A ctionB of 

such landlord or agent, and shall be approved of and 
signed by the Stipendiary Justice of the Peace: and if the 
bond so taken be forfeited, or if, upon the trial of the 
action for securing the trial of which such bond was given, 
the Court by which it shall be tried shall not order, and 
cause to be eutered upon the proceedings, that the condi-
tion of the bond hath been fulfilled, the party to whom tile 
bond shall have been so made, may bring an action, and 
recover tllereoll, 

respass, 

10. It slHlll not be lawful to bring any fiction or pro- Protedion of 
S t ' 't tl 'd S' d' J ' I P Ju.tices,Oon. eeu Ion Rgams 1e sm tJpen wry 01 tIe eace stables, &c, 

I . 
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by whom such warrant as aforesaid shall have been issued 
or against any Police Oonstable or assistant Oonstable by 
whom such warrant may be executed, for issuing such 
warrant or executing the same respectively, by reason that 
the person on whose application the sartle shall have been 
granted had not lawful right to the possession of the 
premIses. 

a 11. Where the landlord, at the time of applying for 
be such warrant as aforesaid, had lawful right to the posses-

.. tres. • • 
passer bfY SlOn of the premIses, or of the part thereof so held over as 
reason 0 

aforesaid, neither the said landlord, nor his agent, nor any 
an action fur h . . h' b h If h 11 b d d b ot er person actmg In IS e a , s a e eeme to e a 
procee mg rom 
irregularity. trespasser by reason merely of any irregularity or infor-

mality in the mode of proceeding for obtaining possession 
under the authority of this Ordinance, but the party 
aggrieved may, if he think fit, bring an action for such 
irregularity or informality, in which the damage alleged 
to be sustained thereby shall be specially laid, and may 
recover full satisfaction for such special damage, with costs 
of suit: Provided, that if the damage so laid be not proved, 
the defendant shall be entitled to a Judgment, and that if 
proved, but assessed by the Oourt at any sum not exceed-
ing One Pound the plaintiff shall recover no more costs 
than damages, unless the Oourt before which the trial 
shall have been held shall declare, and then cause to be 
certified upon the proceedings, their opinion that full costs 
onght to be allowed. 

Notice to quit. 12. Notwithst:;mding any law or custom to the con-
trary and in the absence of any express agreement to the 
contrary every mon thly tenancy shall be determinable at 
any time during the month by fourteen days notice to 
quit, such notice to date from the day on which it is served 
on the tenant. 
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This Section shall not apply to any tenancy the rent 
in respect of which shall exceed the rate of ffwo Hundred 
and Forty Dollars per annum. 

18. The Ordinance mentioned in Schedule D to this Repealofenaot. 
ment in Sohe· . Ordinance is hereby repealed to the extent specified in dule"D." 

such Schedule. 

Passed in Council this eighth day of May, in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
three. 

Clerk of the Counoil. 

SCHEDULE A. (SEOTION 3.) 

BEFORE STIPENDIARY JUSTICE. 

The complaint of (owner or agent, 
before me, 
Peace for the district of 
outh and saith that the said 

&c., as the case may be) made 
Stipendiary Justice of the 

, who maketh 
did let to 

a tenement consisting of 
for 
the said tenancy expired 
by the said 

under the rent of , and that 
(or was determined) by notice to quit, given 

(as the case may be) on the 
that the said 

day of , and 
refused (or neglected) to 

lie liver up possession of the said tenement, and still detains the same, 
although he hath been required to deliver up the possession thereof. 

Sworn before me, the 
day of 

(Sgd.) 

} 
A.B. 

.. 

I
"·' i I " . " 
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SOHEDULE B. (S:mOfI()N 4.) 

SmmoNS. 

Whereas complaint on oath hath been made before me, 
Stipendiary Justice of the the district, 

by against,.. for 
having refused or neglected to deliver up the possession.of 4 certain 
tenement, consisting of the expiration 
of the tenancy under which the same by the said 

: Now"r dohe·reby summon you,the said 
• ,to·appear before me, 

at . on the 
day of at the hour of 

, then and there to answer thA said complaint,Rnd to 
shew cause, if any you can, why a warrant should not be issued to put 
the said· intb peaceable and quiet.possession of the said tenement. 

SOHEDULE O. (SEOTION 5.) 
WARRANT TO CONSTABLES TO TAKE AND GIVE POSSESSION. 

Whereas (set forth the complaint) r, , 
Stipendiary Justice for the district, 
do authorize and command you, on any day within days 
from the date hereof (except on Sunday, Good Friday, Corpus Christi, 
Rnd Christmas day, to be added if necessary) between the hours of 
nine in the forenoon, and four in the afternoon, to en tel' (by force if 
needful) and with or without tIle aid of 

(the Owner or agent, as the case may be) or 
any person or persons whom you may think requisite to call to your 
assistance, into and upon the said tenement, and to eject thereout any 
person,· and of the said tenement full and peaceable possession to 
deliver to the said (the owner or agent). . 

Given under my hand, this day of 
To and alII 

other Constables and Peace Officers actingJ 
for the district or division, etc., etc. . 

SOHEDULE D. (SEOTION 13.) 

No. OF ORDINANCE. 
EXTENT OF REPEAL • 

No. 12 of 1840 ... The whole. 


