
3rd Session First Parliament Trinidad and Tobago 
14 Elizabeth II 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act No. ~3 of 1965 

[L.S.J 

AN ACT to confer certain privileges and immunities on 
members of the diplomatic services, the consular 
services and on the Specialized Agencies of the United 
Nations by giving the force of law to certain articles 
of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 
the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, the 
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the 
United Nations and the Convention on the Privileges 
and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies of the 
United Nations; and for purposes connected therewith. 

[Assented to 16th November, 1965J 
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No. 23. Privileges and Immunities (Diplomatic, Consular, 1965 
and International Organizations) 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of Trinidad and Tobago, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows :-

~,This Act may be cited as the Privileges and 
Immunities (Diplomatic, Consular, and International 
Organizations) Act, 1965. 

~. In this Act-
"Minister" means the Minister to whom responsi­

bility for external affairs has been assigned; 
lithe convention" means the Convention on the 

Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 
Agencies approved by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on the 21st day of 
November, 1947; 

lithe Convention on Consular relations" means the 
Vienna Convention on Consular relations 
signed at Vienna on the 24th day of April, 1963; 

lithe General Convention" means the Convention on 
the Privileges and Immunities of the United 
Nations adopted by the General Assembly of 
the United Nations on the 13th day of February, 
1946; 

"the Vienna Convention" means the Vienna Con­
vention on Diplomatic Relations signed at 
Vienna on the 18th day of April, 1961. 

PART I 

DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

3. (1) Subject to this Act, the Articles set out in the 
First Schedule, being Articles of the Vienna Convention 
shall have the force of law in Trinidad and Tobago and 
shall be construed in accordance with the provisions of 
this section. 

(2) In the Articles referred to in subsection (1)-
"agents of the receiving State" shaH be construed 

as including any constable and any person 
exercising power of entry to any premises under 
any enactment in force in Trinidad and 
Tobago; 
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({member of the family" shaH be construed as mean­
ing in relation to· any person, the spouse or any 
dependant relative of that person; 

((Ministry of ForeIgn Affairs or such other Ministry 
as may be agreed" shall be construed as mean­
ing the Ministry of External Affairs of the 
Government of '".!."'rinidad and Tobago; 

"mission)) shaH be construed as meaning any 
Embassy or High Commission; 

"national of the receiving State" shall be construed 
as meaning any citizen of Trinidad and Tobago 
or any person entitled to be registered as such, 

(3) For the purpose of Article 32 a waiver by the 
head of the mission of any State or any person performing 
his function shall be deemed to be a waiver by that State. 

(4) The references in Articles 37 and 38 to the extent 
to which any privileges and immunities are admitted by 
the receiving State and to additional privileges and 
immunities that may be granted by the receiving State 
shall be construed as referring respectively to the extent 
to which any privileges and immunities which the 
Governor-General may specify by Order and to any 
additional privileges and immunities that may be so 
specified. 

~,. (1) It it appears to the Governor-General that the Restriction, 

privileges and immunities accorded to a mission of variatio.n and 

T · 'd ddT b . th 'T" f S revocatIon of nnl a an - 0 ago In e.1. erntory 0 any tate or to . '\ ge d . . . pnvI e san 
the persons connected \VIth that mISSIon are less than those immunities 

conferred by this Act on the 'mission of that State or on 
persons connected with that mission, the Governor-General 
may by Order withdraw such of the privileges and immunj-
ties so conferred from the mission of that S ta te or from 
such persons connected with it as appears to the Governor-
General to be proper. 

(2) YVhen any privileges and immunities are vvith­
dravvn from any State by the Governor-General under sub­
section (1) J the Governor-General may reinstate such 
privileges to that State at any time if jt appears to him to 
be proper to do so, ' 
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PART II 
CONSULAR PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

5. (1) SUbject to this Act, the Articles set out in the 
Second Schedule (being Articles of the Vienna Convention 
on Consular Relations signed in 1963) shall have the force 
of law in Trinidad and Tobago and shall be construed 
in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

(2) In the Articles referred to in subsection (1)­
"agents of the receiving State" shall be construed as 

including any constable and any person exercis­
ing power of entry to any premises under any 
enactment in force in Trinidad and Tobago; 

/ "member of the family" shall be construed as mean-
ing in relation to any person, the spouse or any 
dependant relative of that person; 

"mission" shall be construed as meaning any 
Embassy or High Commission; 

"national of the receiving State" shan be construed 
as meaning any citizen of Trinidad and Tobago 
or any person entitled to be registered as such . 

6. The provisions of section 4 which relate to the with­
drawal of privileges and immunities to diplomatic officers 
shall apply mutatis mutandis to consular officers. 

PART III 
PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

7. (1) SUbject to this Act, the Articles set out in the 
Third Schedule being Articles of the General Convention 
shall have the force of law in Trinidad and Tobago and 
shall be construed in accordance with the provisions of 
this section. 

(2) In the Articles referred to in subsection (1)-
(a) the reference in Article 1 to the effect that the 

United Nations shall possess juridical person­
ality shall be construed as meaning that the 
United Nations is a body corporate within the 

this section. - - -
(2) In the Articles referred to in subsection (1)-

(a) the reference in Article 1 to the effect that the 
United Nations shall possess juridical person­
ality shall be construed as meaning that the 
United Nations is a body corporate within the 
meaning of section 19 of the Interpretation Act, 
1962; 

(b) the term "a national" in relation to Trinidad 
and Tobago shall be construed as meaning a 
citizen of Trinidad and Tobago or any person 
entitled to be registered as such, 

,. 
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PART IV 

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
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S. (t) Subject to this Act, the Articles set out in the Application ~[ 
Fourth Schedule being Articles of the Convention shall the Convenhon 

have the force of law in Trinidad and Tobago and shall 
be construed in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 

(2) In the Articles referred to in subsection (1)-
(a) the reference in section 3 of Article II to the 

effect that the Specialized Agencies shall 
possess juridical personality shall be construed 
as meaning that the Specialized Agencies are 
bodies corporate within the meaning of sec­
tion 19 of the Interpretation Act, 1962; 

(b) the term (la national" in relation to Trinidad 
and Tobago shall be construed as meaning a 
citizen of Trinidad and Tobago or any person 
entitled to be registered as such, 

PART V 

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANISATIONS AND AGENCIES 

9. (I) This section shall apply to any international or Privileges and 

regional organisation or agency, other than those to which immunities of 

Part III and Part IV apply, declared by an Order of the ~pecified, 
G G 1 t b . t' h' h mteroabonal ovemor- enera 0 e an organlsa Ion or agency to W lC ' t' 

specified privileges and immunities have been accorded, ~~~~;:n~~;ss 

(2) The Governor-General may, from time to time) 
by Order, declare that any international or regional 
organisation or agency (herein referred to as I(the 
organisation") -named and described in such Order shall, 
to such extent as may be specified in the Order. be accorded 
the privilegec; and immunities set out in Part I of the 
Fifth Schedule. Fifth Schedule 
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(3) An Order made under subsection (2)­
(a) may confer upon-

(i) any persons who are representatives of 
any organ of the organisation or are 
members of any committee of the 
organisa tion or of an organ thereof; 

(ii) such number of officers of the organi­
sation as may be specified in the 
Order, being the holder of such high 
offices in the organisation as may be 
so specified; 

(iii) such persons employed on missions on 
behalf of the organisation as may be 
so specified, 

to such extent as may be specified in the Order, 
the immunities and privileges set out in Part II 
of the Fifth Schedule; 

(b) may confer upon such other classes of officers 
and servants of the organisation as may be 
specified in the Order, to such extent as may be 
so specified the immunities and privileges set 
out in Part III of the Fifth Schedule, 

and Part IV of the Fifth Schedule shall have effect for 
the purpose of extending to the staffs of such representa­
tives and members as are mentioned in subparagraph (i) 
of paragraph (a) and to the families of officers of the 
organisation any privileges and immunities conferred on 
the representatives, members or officers under that para­
graph, except in so far as the operation of the said Part IV 
is excluded by the Order conferring privileges and 
immunities. 

(4) Where privileges and immunities are conferred 
on any person by an Order made under subsection (2), the 
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs-

(a) shall compile a list of the persons entitled to 
privileges and immunities conferred under 
paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and may 
compile a list of the persons entitled to privileges 
and immunities conferred under paragraph (b) 
of the said subsection; 

(b) shall cause any list compiled under this sub-­
section to be published in the Trinidad and 
Tobago Gazette; and 
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(c) whenever any person ceases or begins to be 
entitled to the privileges and immunities to 
which any such list relates, shall amend the list 
and cause a notice of the amendn1ent or, if he 
thinks fit, an amended list, to be published as 
aforesaid. 

(5) Every list or notice published under sub­
section (4) shall state the date from which the list or 
an1endment takes or took effect, and the fact that any per­
son is or was included or not included at any time among 
the persons entitled to the privileges and immunities in 
question may, if a list of those persons has been so 
published, be conclus~vely proved by producing the 
Gazette containing the list, or, as the case may be, the last 
list taking effect before that time, together with the 
Gazette (if any) containing notices of the amendments 
taking effect before that time, and by showing that the 
name of that person is or was at that time included or not 
included in the said list 

(6) Every Order made under subsection (2) shall 
be subject to negative resolution of both Houses of 
Parliament. 

10. The Governor-General mayan behalf of the Govern- Bilateral 

ment of Trinidad and Tobago enter into any special agree- arra.nge~ents 
Inent or arrangement w·ith the Government of any State fa: ~ddlhona1 
f f · .' f th G fT' . d d pnvlleges and or con ernng on a miSSlon 0 . e overnment 0 nnl a. immunities 

and Tobago privileges and immunities in addition to those 
conferred by Part I or Part II; and the provisions of any 
such agreement or arrangement shall, so long as that 
agreement or arrangement continues in force, be deemed 
to have the force of law in Trinidad and Tobago. 

PART VI 

GENERAL 

11. If in any proceedings any question arises \vhether Certificate 

or not any person is entitled to any privilege or immunitv of Minister 

under this Act, a certificate issued bV or under the author- is :onclusive 

ity of the lVIinister stating any fact relating to that question eVIdence 

shall be conclusive evidence 0'£ that fact. 

315 
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1?. (1) No person shall assume or use in connection 
with any trade, business, calling or profession, the na~e, 
official seal or emblem of the United Nations or arw of Its 
Specialized Agencies or any seal or emblem so nearly 
resembling any such seal or emblem as to be likely to 
deceive. 

(2) A facsimile copy of each seal and emblem in 
relation to which subsection (I) applies shall be published 
in the Gazette. 

(3) Evidence of any seal or emblem in relation to 
which subsection (1) applies may be given by the pro­
duction of the Gazette purporting to contain a copy of the 
seal or emblem. 

(4) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) is 
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for one 
year or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

13. The Governor-General may make regulations pre­
scribing all matters which may be necessary for giving 
effect to this Act. 

14. The :Diplomatic Privileges (Extension) Ordinance 
is hereby repealed. 

SCHEDULES 
(Section 3) 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

ARTICLES OF VIENNA CONVENTION HAVING THE FORCE OF LAW IN 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Article 1 

For the pUf).Jose of the present Convention, the following expressions shall 
have the meanings hereunder assigned to them: 

ARTICLES OF VIENNA CONVENTION HAVING THE FORCE OF LAW IN 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Article 1 

For the purpose of the present Convention, the following expressions shall 
have the meanings hereunder assigned to them: 

(a) "bead of tbe mission" is the person charged by the sending State with 
the duty of acting in that capacity; 

(b) "members of the mission" are the head of the mission and the members 
of the staff of the mission; 

(c) "members of tbe staff of the mission" are the members of the 
diplomatic staff, of the administrative and technical staff and of the 
service staff of" tbe mission; 
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(d) "members of the diplomatic staff" are the mem bers of the staff oi 
the mission having diplomatic rank: 

(e) "diplomatic agent" is the head of the mission OJ a m~'mber of the 
diplomatic staff of the mission; 

(f) "members of the administrative and technical staff" are the members 
of the staff of the mission employed in the administrative and t echnical 
service of the mission; 

(g) "members of the service staff" are the members of the !.taif of th e 
mission in the domestic service of the mission; 

(hi "private servant" is a person who is in the dornrstic service of a 
membeT of the mission and who is not an employee of the sending 
State; 

(i) "premises of the mission" are the buildings or parts of buildings and 
the land ancillary thereto, irrespective of ownership, used for the 
purposes of the mission including the residence of the head of the 
mission. 

Article 22 

1. The premises of the mission shall be inviolable. The agents of the receiving 
State may not enter them, except with the consent of the head of the mission. 

2. The receiving State is under a special duty to take all appropriate steps 
to protect the premises of the mission against any intrusion or damage and, to 
prevent any distmbance of the peace of the mis~ion or impairment of its dignity. 

3. The premises of the mission, their furnishings and other property thereon 
and the means of transport of the mission shall be immune from si':nch, 
reg uisition, attachment or execution. 

Artide 23 

1. The sending State and the head of the mlSSlon shall be exempt from 
:'Ill national, regional or municipal dues and taxes in respect of the premises of 
the mi::::,ion, whether owned or teased, other than such as represent payment for 
specific services rendered. 

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in this Article shall not appJy 
to such dues and taxes payable under the law of the rec.eiving Strte by persons 
contracting with the sending State or the head of the mission. 

Article 24 

The archives and documents of the mission shall be inviolable at any time 
and wherever they may be. 

Article 27 

t. The reCeIVIng State shaB permit and protect free commllnication on the 
part of the mission for all official purposes. In communicating with the Govern­
ment and other missions and consulates of the sending State, wherever situated, 
A\... .... _:_ .... !,..._ -"'I"'l_ ..... __ 1 ___ • _11 ..... ___ ...... __ ~ ..... ..L-,.. --"""_..... ~~ ..... 1 • .,~:_£># .4:_1"...""""",.;1""- ..... ,... .. ~ ..... :~ .. ,... 

Article 24 

The archives anrl documents of the mission shall be inviolable at C\.ny time 
and wherever they may be. 

Article 27 

1. The reCeIVIng State shall permit and protect free communication on the 
part of the mission for a11 official purposes. Tn communicating with the Govern­
ment and other missions and consulates of the sending State, wherever situated, 
the mission may employ all appropriate means, including diplomatic couriers 
and messages in code or cipher. However, the mission may install and llse a 
wireless trammitter only with the consent of the receiving State. 

2. The official correspondence of the mission shall be inviolable. Official 
correspondence means all correspondence relating to the mission awl its functions. 

3. The diplomatic bag shall not- be opened or detained. 

317 
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4. The packages constituting the diplomatic bag must bear visible external 
marks of their character and may contain only diplomatic documents or articles 
intended for official use. 

5. The diplomatic courier, who shall be provided with an official document 
indicating his status and the number of packages constituting the diplomatic 
bag, shall De protected by the receiving State in the performance of his function~. 
He shall enjoy personal inviolability and shall not be liable to any form of 
arrest or detention. 

6. The sending State or the mission may designate diplomatic couriers ad hoc. 
In such cases the provisions of paragraph 5 of this Article shall also apply, 
except that the immunities therein mentioned shall cease to apply when such 
a courier has delivered to the consignee the diplomatic bag in his charge. 

7. A diplomatic bag may be entrusted to the ca ptain of a commercial aircraft 
scheduled to land at an authorised port of entry. He shall be provided with an 
official document indicating the number of packages constituting the bag but 
he shall not be considered to be a diplomatic courier. The mission may send one 
of its members to take possession of the diplomatic bag directly and freely 
from the captain of the aircraft. 

Article 28 

The fees and charges levied by the mission in the course of its official duties 
sha11 be exempt from all dues and taxes. 

Article 29 

The person of a diplomatic agent shall be inviolable. He shall not be liable 
to any form of arrest or detention. The receiving State shaH treat him with 
due respect and shall take all appropriate steps to prtvent any attack on his 
person, freedom or dignity. 

Article 30 

1. The private residence of a diplomatic agent shall enjoy the same .in­
· ... iolability and protection as the premises of the mission. 

2. His papers, correspondence and, except a~ provided in paragraph 3 of 
Article 31, his property, shall likewise enjoy inviolability. 

Article 31 

1. A diplomatic agent shall enjoy immunity from the criminal jurisdiction 
(If the receiving State. He shall also enjoy immunity from its civil and adminis­
trative jurisdiction, except in the case of: 

{a) a real action relating to private immova.ble property situated in the 
territory of the receiving State, unless he holds it on behalf of the 
sending State for the purposes of the mission; 

(b) an action relating to succession in which the diplomatic agent is in-

1. A diplomatic agent shall enjoy immunity from the criminal jurisdiction 
(If the receiving State. He shall also enjoy immunity from its civil and adminis­
trative jurisdiction, except in the case of: 

Ca) a real action relating to private immovable property situated in the 
territory of the receiving State, unless he holds it on behalf of the 
sending State for the purposes of the mission; 

(b) an action relating to succession in which the diplomatic agent is in­
volved as executor, administrator, heir or legatee as a private person 
and not on behalf of the sending State; 

(c) an action relating to any professional or commercial activity exercised 
by the diplomatic agent in the receiving State outside his official 
functions. 

2. A diplomatic aBent is DGt obliged to give evidence as a witne9S, 

,.. 
<I 

,.. 
11 
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3. No measures of executio2 may be taken in respect of a diplomatic agent 
except in the cases coming under sub-paragraphs (ail', (b) and (c) of paragraph 1 
of this Article, and provided that the measures concerned can be taken without 
infringing the inviolability of his person or of his residence. 

4. The immunity of a diplomatic agent from the jurisdiction of the receiving 
State does not exempt him from the jurisdiction of the sending State. 

Article 32 

1. The immunity from jurisdiction of diplomalic agents and of person:-; 
enjoying immunity under Article 37 may be waived by tbe sending State. 

2. The waiver must always be express. 

3. The initiation of proceedings by a diplomatic agent or by a person 
enjoying immunity from jurisdiction under Article 37 shall precLude him from 
invoking immunity from jurisdiction in respect of any counterclaim directly 
connected with the principal claim. 

4. Waiver of immunity from jurisdiction in respect of civil or administrative 
proceedings shall not be beld to imply waiver of immunity in respect of the 
execution of the judgment, for which a separate waiver shall be necessary. 

Article 33 

!. Subject to the proviSions of paragraphs 3 of this Article, a diplomatic 
agent shall with respect to services rendered for the sending State be exempt 
from social security provisions which may be in force in the receiving State. 

2. The exemption provided for in paragraph 1 of this Article shall also 
apply to private servants who are in the sole employ of a diplomatic agent, 
on condition: 

(a) that they are not nationals of or permanently resident in the l-eceiving 
State; and 

(b) that they are covered by the social security provisions which may 
be in force in the sending State or a third State. 

0. A diplomatic agent who employs persons to whom the exemption provided 
for in paragraph 2 of this Article does not apply shall observe the obligations 
which the social security provisions of the receiving State impose upon employers. 

4. The exemption provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article shall 
not preclude voluntary participation in the social security system of the 
receiving State provided that such participation is permitted by that State. 

5. The provisions of this Article shall Dot affect bilateral or multilateral 
agreements concerning social security concluded previously and shall not prevent 
the conclusion of such agreements in the future. 

Article 34 

A diplomatic agent shall be exempt from all dues and i:axes, personal or 
real, national regional or municipal, except: 

5. The provisions of this Article shall not affect bilateral or multilateral 
agreements concerning social security concluded previously and shall not prevent 
the conclusion of such agreements in the future. 

Article 34 

A diplomatic agent shall be exempt from all dues and taxes, personal or 
real, national regional or municipal, except: 

(a) indirect taxes of a kind which are normally incorporated in the price 
of goods or services; 

(b) dues and tax~s on private immovable property situated in the te'rritory 
of the receiving State, unless he holds it on behalf of the sending 
State for the purposes of the mission; 

(c) estate, succession or inheritance duties levied by the receiving State, 
subject to the provisions of paragraph 4 of Article 39; 

319 
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(d) dues and taxes on private income having its source in the receiving 
State and capital taxes on investments made in commercial under­
takings in the receiving State; 

\ / (e) charges levied for specific services rendered; 

(f) registration, court or record fees, mortgage dues and stamp duty, with 
respect to immovable property, subject to the provisions of Article 23. 

Article 35 

The receiving State shall exempt diplomatic agents from all personal services, 
from all public service of any kind whatsoever , and from military obligations 
such as those connected with requisitioning, military contributions and billeting. 

Article 36 

1. The receiving State shall, in accordance with such laws and regulations 
as it may adopt, permit entry of and grant exemption from all customs duties, 
taxes, and related charges other than charges for storage, cartage and similar 
services, on: 

(a) articles for the official use of the mission; 

(b) articles for the personal use of a diplomatic agent or members of his 
family forming part of his household, including articles intended for 
his establishment. 

2. The personal baggage of a diplomatic agent shall be exempt from 
inspection, unless there are serious grounds for presuming that it contains articles 
not covered by the exemptions mentioned in paragraph 1 of this Article, or 
articles the import or export of which is prohibited by the law or controlled by 
the quarantine regulations of the receiving State. Such inspection shall be 
conducted only in the presence of the diplomatic agent or of his authorised 
representative . 

Article 37 

1. The members of the family of a diplomatic agent forming part of his 
household shall, if they are not n ationals of the receiving Sta.te, enjoy the 
privileges and immunities specified in Articles 29 to 36. 

2. Members of the administrative and technical staff of the mission together 
with members of their families forming part of their respective households, shall, 
if they are not nationals of or p ermanently resident in the receiving State, enjoy 
the privileges and immunities specified in Articles 29 to 35, except that the 
immunity from civil and administrative jurisdiction of the receiving State 
specified in paragraph 1 of Article 31 shall not extend to acts performed outside 
the course of their duties . They shall also enjoy the privileges specified in 
Article 36, paragraph 1, in respect of articles imported at the time of first 
installation. 

3. Members of the service staff of the mission who are not nationals of or 
\15'0"""'p ... l'1~~ .. :8gvJo.s..i~-nt""''''';~'''.\A.t.h£ .... J''''prej,"'Q".tnfl,-,S.f-~ .tO .. s.b ~ .. U~-...e-n ;.,C\)T jU'lTDLlJ1 itll_i"'2- ~ TP...s.Ue-J'-+ _D£ 
immunity from civil and administrative jurisdiction of the receiving State 
specified in paragraph 1 of Article 31 shall not extend to acts performed outside 
the course of their duties . They shall also enjoy the privileges specified in 
Article 36, paragraph 1, in respect of articles imported at the time of first 
installation. 

3. Members of the service staff of the mission who are not nationals of or 
uennanentlv resident in the receivin!! State shall eniov immunity in respect of 
the privileges and immunities specified in Articles 29 to 35, except that the 
immunity from civil and administrative jurisdiction of the receiving State 
specified in paragraph 1 of Article 31 shall not extend to acts performed outside 
the course of their duties. They shall also enjoy the privileges specified in 
Article 36, paragraph 1, in r espect of articles imported at the time of first 
installation. 

3. Members of the service staff of the mission who are not nationals of or 
permanently resident in the receiving State shall enjoy immunity in respect of 
acts performed in the course of their duties, exemption from dues and taxes 
on the emoluments they receive by reason of their employment an¢ the exemp­
tion contained in Article 33. 

r . 
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respects they may enjoy privileges and immunities only to the extent admitted 
by the recei ving State. However, the receiving State must exercise its jurisdiction 
over those persons in such a manner as not to interfere unduly with the 
performance of the Iunctions of the mission. 

Article 38 

1. Exc.ept in so far as additional privileges and immunities may be granted 
by the receiving State, a diplomatic agent who is a national of or permanently 
resident in that State shall enjoy only immunity from jurisdictioo, and in­
violability, in respect of official acts performed in the exercise of his functions. 

2. Other members of the staff of the mission and private se:-vants who 
are nationals of or permanently resident in the receiving State shall enjoy 
privileges and immunities only to the extent admitted by the receiving State. 
However, the receiving State must exercise its jurisdiction over those persons 
in such a manner as not to interfere unduly with the performance of the 
[unctions of the mission. 

Article 39 

1., Every person entitled to privileges and immumhes shall enjoy them from 
the moment he enters the territory of the receiving State on proceeding to take 
up bis post or, if already in its territory, from the moment when his appoint­
ment is notified to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs or such other Ministry as 
may be agreed. 

2. When the functions of a person enjoying privileges and immunities have 
come to an end, such privileges and immunities shaH normally cease at the 
moment when he leaves the country, or on expiry of a reasonable period in 
which to do so, but shall subsist until that time, even in case of armed conflict. 
However, ,vith respect to acts performed by such a person in the exercise of 
his functions as a member of the mission, immunity shall continue to subsist. 

3. In the case of the death of a member of the mission, the members of 
his family shall continue to enjoy the privileges and immunities to which they 
are entitled until the expiry of a reasonable period in which to leave the country. 

4. In the event of the death of a member of the mission not a national 
of or permanently resident in the receiving State or a member of his family 
forming part of his household, the receiving State shall permit the withdrawal 
of the movable property of the deceased, with the exception of any property 
acquired in the country the export of which was prohibited at the time of his 
death. Estate, succession and inheritance duties shall not be levied on movable 
property the presence of \"hich in the receiving State was due solely to the 
presence there of the deceased as a member of the mission or as a member of 
the family of a member of the mission. 

Article 40 

1. If a diplomatic agent passes through or is in the territory of a third 
State, \-vhich has granted him a passport visa ii such visa was necessary, while 
....... .." '1. ..... -- ..... - -- ~-- ~ - ~ ---- w_ J --- - _.- r - - - ~ ~ , .. _- -.- - - r - ...... ~ .. ~ -- ~................. - - II.~- - .. --~~. '-'- ........ -

death. Estate, succession and inheritance duties shall not be levied on movable 
property the presence of which in the receiving State was due solely to the 
presence there of the deceased as a member of the mission or as a member of 
the .family of a member of the mission. 

Article 40 

1. If a diplomatic agent passes through or is in the territory of a third 
State. which has granted him a passport visa if such visa was necessary, while 
proceeding to take up or to return to his post, or when returning to his own 
country, the third State shall accord him inviolability and such other immunities 
as may be required to ensure his transit or return. Tbe same shall apply in the 
case of any members of his family enjoying privileges or immunities who are 
accompanying the diplomatic agent, or travelling separately to join or to return 
to their country. 
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2. In circumstances similar to those specified in paragraph 1 of this Article. 
third State shall not hinder the passage of members of the administrative and 
technical or service staff of a mission, and of members of their families, through 
t.heir territories. 

3. Third States shall accord to official correspondence and other official 
communications in transit. including messages in code or cipher, the same 
freedom and protection as is accorded by the receiving State. They shall accord 
to diplomatic couriers, who have been granted a. passport visa if such visa. 
was necessary, and diplomatic bags in transit the same inviolability anc. 
protection as the receiving State is bound to accord. 

4. The obligations of third State under paragraphs I, 2 and 3 of this Article 
shall also apply to the persons mentioned respectively in those p;:l.ragraphs, and 
to official communications and diplomatic bags, whose presence io the territory 
of the third State is due to /ol'(..e majeu-re. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 
(Section 6) 

ARTICLES OF THE Vm:-rNA CONVENTION ON CONSULAR RELATIONS HAVING 

THE .fORCE OF LAW IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Article 1 

DEFINITIONS 

I. For the purposes of the present Convention, the following expressions 
shall have the meanings hereunder assigned to them : 

(a) "consular post" means any consulate-general. consulate, vice-consulate 
or consular agency; 

(b) "consular district" means the area assigned to a consular post for the 
exercise of consular functions; 

(c) "head of consular post" means the person charged with the duty of 
acting in that capacity; 

(d) "consular officer" means any person, including the head of a consular 
post, entrusted in that capacity with the exercise of consular functions; 

(e) "consular employee" means any person 8mployed in the administra­
tive or technical service of a consular post; 

(f) "member of the service staff" means any person employed in the 
domestic service of a consular post; 

(g) "members of the consular post" means consular officers, consular 
employees and members of the service staff; 

(h) "members of the consular staff" means consular officers, other than 
the head of a consular post. consular employees and members of the 

tive or technical service of a consular post; 

(f) "member of the service staff" means any person employed in the 
domestic service of a consu1ar post: 

(g) "members 01 the consular post" means consular officers, consular 
employees and members of the service staff: 

(h) "members of the consular staff" means consula.r officers, other than 
the head of a consular post, consular employees and members of the 
service staff; 

(i) "member of the private staff" means a person who is employed 
exclusively in the private service of a member of the consular post; 

(f)' "consular premises" means the buildings or parts of buildings and the 
land ancillary thereto, irrespective of ownership, used exclusively for 
the purposes of the consular post; 
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(k) "consular archives" includes all the papers, documents, corre­
spondence, books, films, tapes and registers of the consular post, 
together with the ciphers and codes, the card-indexes and any article 
of furniture 'intended for their protection or safekeeping. 

Cbapter II 

FACILITIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES RE:"'ATING TO CONSULAR POSTS. CAREER 

CONSULAR OFFICERS AN!) OTHER MEMBERS OF A CONSULAR POST 

Section 1 

FACJtrTIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES RELATING TO A CON"SULAR POST' 

Article 31 

INVIOLABILITY OF THe CONSULAR PREMIS1,S 

I. Con~mlar premises shall be inviolable to the extent provided in tbis 
Article. 

2. The authorities of the rec('iving State shall not enter that part of the 
consular premises which is used exclusively for the purpose of the work of the 
consular post except with the consent of the he3.d of the consular post or of his 
designee or of the head of the diplomatic mission of the sending State. The 
consent of the head of the consular post may. however, be assumed in ca.." t of 
fire or other disaster requiring prompt protective action. 

3. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article, the receiving 
State is under a special duty to take all appropriate steps to protect the consular 
premises against any intrusion or damage and to prevent any disturbance of 
the peace of the consular post or impairment of its dignity. 

4. The consular premises, their furnishings, the property of the consular post 
and its means of transport shall be immune from any form of reqnisit.ion for 
purposes of national defence or public utility. 11 expropriation is necessary for 
such purposes, all possible steps shall be taken to avoid imp(,ding the periCJrnl­
ance of consular functions , and prompt, adequate and effective compensation 
shall be paid to the sending State. 

Article 32 

EXEMPTION PROM TAXATION OF CONSUl.AR PRE!-.f1SES 

1. Consular premises and the residence of the career head of consular post 
of which the sending State aT any person acting on its behalf is the owner or 
lessee shall be exempt from all national, regional or municipal dues and taxes 
whatsoever, other than such as represent payment for specific services rendered . 

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article 
shall not apply to such dues and taxes if, under the law of the receiving State, 

EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION OF CONSUL.AR PREMISES 

1. Consular premises and the residence of the career htad of consular post 
of which the sending State or any person acting on its behalf is the owner or 
lessee shaH be exempt from all national. regional or municipal dues and taxes 
whatsoever, other than such as represent payment for specific services rendered. 

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article 
shall not apply to such dues and taxes if, under the law of the receiving Sta.te, 
they are payable by the person who contracted. with the sending State or with 
the person acting on its behalf. 

Article 33 

INVIOLABILITY OF THE CONSULAR ARCHIVES AND DOCUMENTS 

The consular archives and documents shall be inviolable at all times and 
wbe\twer they ma.y be. 
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J. The recelvlng State shall permit and protect freedom of communici tion 
on the part of the consular post for all official purposes. In communicating 
with the Government, the diplomatic missions and other consular posts, wherever 
situated, of the sending State , the consular post may employ aU arpfopriate 
means, including diplomatic or consular couriers. diplomatic or consular bags 
and messages in code or cipher. However, the consular post may install and use 
a \vireless transmitter only witb the consent of the receiving State. 

2. The official correspondence of the consular post shall be inviolable. 
Official correspondence means all correspondence relating to the consular post 
and its functions. 

3. The consular bag sball be neither opened nor detained. Nevertheless, 
if the competent authorities of the receiving State have serious re('.son to believe 
that the bag contains something other than the correspondence, documents Of 

articles referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, they may request that the 
bag be opened in their presence by an authorised representative of the sending 
State. If tbis request is r·efused by the authorities of the sending State, the bag 
shall be returned to its place of origin. 

4. The packages constituting the consular bag shall bear visible external 
marks of their charader and may contain only official correspondence and docu­
ments or articles in tended exclusively for official use. 

S. Tbe consular courier sball be provided with an official document indicating 
his status and the number of packages constituting tbe consular bag. Except 
with the consent of the receiving State he shall be neither a national of the 
receiving State, nor, unless he is a national of the sending State, a permanent 
resident of tbe receiving State. In the performance of his functions he sbaJl 
be protected by the receiving State. He shall enjoy personal inviolability .. nd 
shall not be liable to any fOfm of arrest or detention. 

·6. The ~endiog State, its diplomatic missions and its consular posts mJ.}' 
designate consular couriers ad hoc. In such cases the provisions of paragraph .5 
of this Artide shall also apply except that the immunities therein mentioned 
shall cease to apply wben such a courier has delivered to the consignee the 
consular bag in bis charge. 

7. A consular bag may be entrusted to the captain of a ship or of a 
commercial aifcraft schednled to land at an authorisecl port of entry. He shall 
be provided with an official document indicating the nnmber of packages 
constituting the bag, but he shall not be considered to be a consular courier. 
By arrangemp.nt with the appropriate local authorities, the consular post may 
send ooe of its members to take possession of the bag directly and freely from 
the ca.ptain of the ship or of the aircraft. 

Article 36 

be provided with an official document indicating the number of packages 
constituting tbe bag, but he shall not be considered to be a consular courit'~·. 
By arrangement with the appropriate local authorities, the consular post may 
send one of its members to take possession of the bag directly and freely from 
the captain of the ship Of of the aircraft. 

Article 36 

COMMUNJCATlON AND CONTACT WITH NATIONALS OF THE SENDING STAT" 

1. With a view to facilitating the exercise of consular fllnc.tions relating to 

nationals of the sending State: 
(a) consular officers shall be free to communicate with nationals of th~ 

sending State and to have ace-ess to them. Nationals of the sending 
State s.ball have the same freedom with respect to r.ommunicat.ion witb 
and acce~i' to consular officer~ of the sending State; 
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(b) if he so requests, the competent authorities of the recelvmg State 
shall, without delay, inform the consular post of the sending State 
if, within its consular district, a national of that State is arrested 
or committed to prison or to custody pending trial or is detained in 
any other manner. Any communication addressed to the consular 
post by the person arrested, in prison, custody or detention shall 
also be forwarded by the said authorities without delay. The said 
authorities shall inform the person concerned without delay of his 
rights under this subparagraph; 

(e) consular officers shall have the right to visit a national of the sending 
State who is in prison, custody or detention, to converse and corre­
spond with him and to arrange for his legal representation. They shall 
also have the right to visit any national of the sending State who is 
in prison, custody or detention in their district in pursuance of a 
judgment. Nevertheless, consular officers shall refrain from taking 
action on behalf of a national who is in prison, custody or detention 
if he expressly opposes such action. 

2. The rights referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall be exercised 
in conformity with the laws and regulations of the receiving State, subject to 
the proviso, however, that the said laws and regulations must enable full effect 
to be given to the purposes for which the rights accorded under this Article are 
intended. 

Article 37 

INFORMATION IN CASES OF DEATHS, GUARDrANSHIP OR TRUSTEESHIP, 

WRECKS AND AIR ACCIDENTS 

If the relevant information is available to the competent authorities of the 
receiving State, such authorities shall have the duty : 

(a) in the case of the death of a national of the sending State, to 
inform without delay the consular post in whose district the death 
occurred; 

(b) to infonn the competent consular post without delay of any case 
where the appointment of a guardian or trustee appears to be in 
the interests of a minor or other person lacking full capacity who 
is a national of the sending State. The giving of this information 
shall, however, be without prejudice to the operation of the laws 
and regulations of the receiving State concerning such appointments; 

(c) if a vessel, having the nationality of the sending State, is wrecked 
or runs aground in the territorial sea or internal waters of the 
receiving State, or if an aircraft registered in the sending State 
suffers an accident on the territory of the receiving State, to inform 
without delay the consular post nearest to the scene of the 
occurrence. 

Article 39 

\..0) 1J. a. VC;.::J.::JCL, 1.la.<;Rf'15SU£..~R J.J.~Jtlt~.1a.f'-ll:? S.l.HAJi2E §ca . .1U.1u5 ul.a. ... c, ~.::J 'iVJ.Gv.ll..C\J. 

or runs aground in the territorial sea or internal waters of the 
receiving State, or if an aircraft registered in the sending State 
suffers an accident on the territory of the receiving State, to inform 
without delay the consular post nearest to the scene of the 
occurrence. 

Article 39 

CONSULAR FEES AND CHARGES 

I. The consular post may levy in the territory of the receiving State the 
fees and charges provided by the laws and regulations of the sending State 
for consular acts. 

2. The sums collected in the form of the fees and charges referred to in 
paragraph 1 of this Article, and the receipts for such fees and charges, shall 
be exempted from all dues and taxes in the receiving State, 

inform without delay the consular post in whose district the death 
n' 
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FACILlT1ES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES RELATlli'G TO CAREER CONSULAR 

OFFICERS AND OTHER MEMBERS OF A CONSULAR POST 

Article 40 

PROTECTION OF CONSULAR OFFICERS 

The receiving State shall treat con.sll!la.r officers with due re:spect and 
shall take all approprL:1 te steps to prevent any attack on their person, freedom 
or dignity. 

Article 4] 

PERSONAL INVIOLABILITY OF CONSULAR OFFICERS 

1. Consular officers. shall not be liable to arrest or detention pending trial, 
except in the case of a grave crime and pursuant to a decision by the com­
petent judicial authority. 

2. Except lin the case speci.fied in paragra.ph 1 of this Article, consular 
officers shall not be committed to prison or liable to any other form of restriction 
on their personal freedom save in execution of a judicial decision of final effect. 

3. If criminal proceedings are instituted against a consular officer, he 
must appmr before the competent authorities. Nevertheless, the proceedings 
shan be conducted with respect due to him by reason of his official position 
and, except in the case specified in paragraph 1 of this Article, in a mrunner 
which will hamper the c){erci~e of consular functions as little as possible. When, 
in the circumstances mentioned im paragraph 1 of this Article, it has become 
necec'sary to detain a consular officer, the proceedings against him shall be 
instituted with the minimum of delay. 

Article 43 

IMMUNITY FROM JURISDICTION 

1. Consular officers and consular employees shall not be amenable to th6 
jurisdicti.on of the judicial or administrative authorities of the reCeiving State 
lin respect of acts perfonned in the exercise of consular functions. 

2. The provis.ions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not, however, apply 
in respect of a civil action either: 

(a) arising out of a contract concluded by a consular officer or a consular 
employee in which he did not contract expressly or impliedly as 
atll agent of the sending State; or 

(b) by a third party for damage arising from an accident in the receiving 
State caused by a vehicle, vessel or aircraft. 

Article 44 

LIABILITY TO GIVE EVIDENCE 

1. Members of a consular post may be called upon to attend as witnesses 
in the course of judicial or administrative proceedings. A consular employee 
or a mem~r _qf __ tge __ serYic~_~osb.ajLAot._ except in the cases mentionerl in 

(b) by a third party for damage ar.sing from an a.c.cident in the receiving 
State caused by a vehicle, vessel or aircraft. 

Article 44 

LIABILITY TO GIVE EVIDENCE 

I, Members of a consular post may be called upon to attend as witnesses 
in the course of judicial or administrative proceedings. A consular employee 
or a member of the service staff shall not, except in the cases mentioned in 
paragraph 3 of this Art:ti.c1e, decline to give evidence. If a consular officer 
.should decline to do so, no coercive measure or penalty may be applied to him. 

2. The authority requiring the evidence of a consular officer shall avoid 
interference w1ith the performance of his functions. It may, when possible, take 
such evidence at his re~idence or at the consular post or accept a statement 
from bim in writing. 
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3. Members of a consular post are under no obligation to give evidence 
concerning matters connected with the exercise of their functions· or to produce 
official correspondence and documents relating thereto. They are also entitled 
to decline to give evidence as expert witnesses with regard to the law of the 
sending State. 

Article 45 

WAIVER OF PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

1. The sending State may waive, wcith regard to a member of the consular 
post, any of the privileges and immunities provided for in Articles 41, 43 and 44. 

2. The waiver shall in all cases be express except as provided in para­
graph 3 of this Article, and shall be communicated to the receiving State in 
writing. 

3. The initiation of proceedings by a consular officer or a consular employee 
in a matter whBTe he might enjoy immunrity from jurisdiction under Article 43 
shall preclude him from invoking immunity from jurisdiction in respect of 
any counter-claim directly connected Wlith the principal claim. 

4. The waiver of immunity from jurisdiction for the purposes of civil or 
administrative proceedings shall not be deemed to imply the waiver of immu­
nity from the measures of execution resulting from the judicial decision; in 
respect of such measures, a separate waiver shall be necessary. 

Article 46 

EXEMPTION FROM REGISTRATION OF ALIENS AND RESIDENCE PERMITS 

1. Consular officers and consular employees. and members of their families 
forming part of their households shall be exempted from all obligations under 
the laws and regulatrions of the receiving State in regard to the registration 
of aliens and residence penni~. 

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not, however, apply 
to any consular employee who is not a permanent employee of the sending 
State or who carnes on any pDi.vate gainful occupation in the receiving State 
or to a.ny member of the family of any such employee. 

Article 47 

EXEMPTION FROM WORK PERMITS 

1. Members of the comular post shall, with respect to services. rendered 
for the sending State, be exempt from any obligations in regard to work permits 
imposed by the laws and regula1:li.ons of the receiving State concerning the 
employment of foreign labour. 

2. Members of the private staff of consular officers and of consular employees 
shall, if they do not carryon any other gainful occupation in the rece~ving 
c:::.f-o;) ..... o. 'h~ ,o.v.o.T"nT'"\+ f .... l"\TY\ +1-.0. r'\h 1~ rY":)hr'\"T'\ e ..,..o+o.,... .... .o.~ -f._ ;_ -."\""" .... n. N'r""' ........ "k 1 ""C .... "".:1"'\ A .. l.: ...... '~ 

1. Members of the comular post shall. with respect to services rendered 
for the sending State, be exempt from any obligations in regard to work permits 
imposed by the laws and regula1:li.ons of the receiving State concerning the 
employment of foreign labour. 

2. Members of the private staff of consular officers and of consular employees 
shaH, if they do not carryon any other gainful occupation in the receiving 
State, be exempt from the obligations referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article. 

Article 48 

SOCIAL SECURITY EXEMPTION 

1. Subject to the provlslons of paragraph 3 of this Article, members of the 
consular post with respect to services rendered by them for the sending State, 
and members of their familli.es forming part of their households, shall be exempt 
from social security provisions which may be in force in the receivdng State . 
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2. The exemption provided for in paragraph I of this Article shall apply 
also to members of the private staff who are in the sale employ of members of 
the consular post, on condition : 

(a) that they are not nationals of or permanently resident in the receiving 
State; and 

(b) that they aTe covered by the social security provisions which are in 
force ;in the sending State or a third State. 

3. Members of the consular post who employ persons to whom the exemption 
provided for in para.graph 2 of this Article does not apply shall observe the 
Obligations which the social security provisions of the receiving State impose 
upon employers. 

4. The exemption provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article shall 
not preclude voluntary parti.cipation in the social security system of the receiving 
State, provided that such participation is permitted by that State. 

Article 49 

EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION 

I. Consular officers and consular employees and members of their families 
forming part of their households shall be exempt from all dues and taxes, 
personal or real, national, regional or municipal, except: 

(a) indirect taxes of a kind which are normally incorporate.d dn the 
price of goods or services; 

(b) dues or taxes on private immovable property situated in the territory 
of the receiving State, subject to the provisions of Article 32; 

(c) estate, succession or inheritance duties, and duties on transfers, levied 
by the receiving State, subject to the provisions of paragraph (b) of 
Article 51; 

(d) dues and taxes on private income, including capital gains, having its 
source in the receiving Staie and capital taxes relating to investments 
made in commercial or financial undertakings in the receiving State; 

(e) charges levied for specific services rendered; 

(j) registratioD, court or record fees, mortgage dues and stamp duties, 
subject to the provisions of Article 32. 

2. Members of the service staff shall be exempt from dues and taxes on the 
wages which they receive for their services. 

3. Members of the consular post who employ persons whose wages or salaries 
are not exempt from income tax in the receiving State shall observe the obliga­
tions which the laws and regulations of that State impose upon employers 
concerning the levying of income tax. 

wages which they receive for their services. 

3. Members of the consular post who employ persons whose wages or salaries 
are not exempt from income tax in the receiving State shall observe the obliga­
tions which the laws and regulations of that State impose upon employers 
concerning the levying of income tax. 

Article 50 

EXEMPTIONS FROM CUSTOMS DUTIES AND INSPECTION 

1. The receiving State shall, in accordance with such laws and regulations 
as it may adopt, permit entry of and grant exemption from all customs duties, 
taxes, and related charges other than charges for storage, cartage and similar 
services, on: 

(a) articles for the official use of the consular post; 
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(b) articles for the personal Use of a consular officer or members of his 
family forming part of his household, including articles intended for 
his establishment. The articles intended for consumption shall not 
exceed the quantities necessary for direct utilization by the persons 
concerned. 

2. Consular employees shall enjoy the privileges and exemptions specified in 
paragraph 1 of this Article in respect of articles imported at the time of first 
installation. 

3. Personal baggage accompanying consular officers and members of their 
families forming part of their households shall be exempt from inspection. It 
may be inspected only if there is serious reason to believe that it contains articles 
other than those referred to in subparagraph (b) of paragraph 1 of this Article, 
or articles the import or export of which is prohibited by the laws and regula­
tions of the receiving State or which are subject to its quarantine laws and 
regulations. Such inspection shan be carried out in the presence of the consu1ar 
officer or member of his family concerned. 

Article 51 

ESTATE OF A MEMBER OF THE CONSULAR POST OR OF A MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY 

In the event of the death of a member of the consular post or of a member 
of his family forming part of his household, the receiving State: 

(cu) shall permit the export of the movable property of the deceased, with 
the exception of any such property acquired in the receiving State 
the export of which was prohibited at the time of his death; 

(b) shall not levy national, regional or municipal estate, succession or in~ 
heritance duties, and duties on transfers, on movable property the 
presence of which in the receiving State was due solely to the presence 
in that State of the deceased as a member of the consular post or 
as a member of the family of a member of the consular post. 

Article 52 

EXEMPTION FROM PERSONAL SERVICES A1'-'D CONTRIBUTION 

The receiving State shall exempt members of the consular post and members 
of their families forming part of theix households from all personal services. 
from all public service of any kind whatsoever, and from military obligations 
such as those connected with requisitioning. military contributions and billeting. 

Article 53 

BEGINNING AND END OF CONSULAR PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

1. Every member of the consular post shall enjoy the privileges and 
immunities provided in the present Convention from the moment he enters the 
territory of the receiving State on proceeding to take up his post or, if already 
in its territory, from the moment when he enters on his duties with the consular 
post. 

Article 53 

BEGINNING AND END OF CONSULAR PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

1, Every member of the consular post shall enjoy the privileges and 
immunities provided in the present Convention from the moment he enters the 
territory of the receiving State on proceeding to take up his post or, if already 
in its territory, from the moment when he enters on his duties with the consular 
post. 

2. Members of the family of a member of the consular post forming part 
of his household and members of bis private sta.fi shall receive the privileges 
and immunities provided in the present Convention from the date from which 
he enjoys privileges and immunities in accordance with paragraph 1 of this 
Article or from the date of their entry into the territory of the receiving State 
or from the date of their becoming a member of such family or private staff, 
whichever is the latest. 
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3. When the functions of a member of the consular post have come to the 
end, bis privileges and immunities and those of a member of his family forming 
part of his household or a member of his private staff shall nonnal1y cease at 
the moment when the person concerned leaves the receiving State or on the 
expiry of a reasonable period in which to do so, whichever is the sooner, but 
shall subsist until that time, even in case of armed confiict. In the case of the 
persons referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article, their privileges and immunities 
shall come to an end when they cease to belong to the household or to be in 
the service of a member of the consular post provided, however, that if such 
persons intend leaving the receiving State within a reasonable period thereafter, 
their privileges and immunities shall subsist until the time of their departure . 

4. However, with respect to acts periormf:d by a consular officer or a 
consular employee in the exercise of his functions, immunity from jurisdiction 
shall continue to subsist without limitation of time. 

5. In the event of the death of a member of the consular post, the members 
of his family forming part of his household shall continue to enjoy the privileges 
and immunities accorded to them until they leave the receiving State or until 
the expiry of a reasonable period enabling them to do so, whichever is the 
sooner. 

Article 54 

OBLIGATIONS OF THIRD STATES 

1. If a consular officer passes through or is in the territory of a third 
State, which has granted bim a visa if a visa was necessary, while proceeding 
to take up or return to his post or when returning to the sending State, the 
third State shall accord to him all immunities provided for by the other Articles 
of the present Convention as may be required to ensure his transit or return. 
The same shall apply in the case of any member of his family forming part of 
his household enjoying SUcJ1 privileges and immunities who are accompanying 
the ~0nsular officer or travelling separately to join him or to return to the 
sending State. 

2. In circumstances similar to those specified in paragraph ( of this Article, 
third States shall not binder th~ transit through tbeir territory of other members 
of the consular post or of members of their families forming part of their 
households. 

3. Tbird States shall acrord to official correspondence and to other official 
communications in transit, including messages in code or cipher, the same freedom 
and protection as the receiving State is bound to accord under the present 
Convention. They shall accord to consular couriers who have been granted a visa, 
if a visa was necessary, and to consular bags in transit, the same inviolability 
and protection as the receiving State is bound to accord under the present 
Convention. 

4. The obligations of third States under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this 
Article shall also apply to the persons mentioned respectively in those paragraphs, 
and to _ official c.ommunicatioD.So ;'j,nd...tr> ...consular. b{).2's" __ wllosc._Q.I:eseru:_e ju __ th.~ 
Convention. Tbey shall accord to consular couriers who have been granted a visa., 
if a visa was necessary, and to consular bags in transit, the same inviolability 
and prot~ction as the receiving State is bound to accord under the present 
Convention. 

4. The obligations of third States under paragraphs I, 2 and 3 of this 
Article shall also apply to the persons mentioned respectively in those paragraphs, 
and to official communications and to consular bags, whose presence in the 
territory of the third State is due to toren majeure. 

Article 56 

INSURANCE AGAINST THIRD PARTY RISKS 

Members of the consula.r post shall comply with any requirement imposed 
by the laws and regulations of the receiving State in respect of insurance against 
third party risks arising from the USl' of any vehicle, vessel or aircraft. 



No. 23. Privileges and Immunities (Diplomatic, Consular, 
and International Organizations) 

Article 57 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS CONCERNL.'l'G PRIVATE GAINFUL OCCUPATION 
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2. Privileges and immunities provided in this Chapter shall not be accorded: 

(a) to consular employees or to members of the service staff who carry 
on any private gainful occupation in the receiving State; 

(b) to members of the family of a person referred to in subparagraph (a) 
of this paragraph or to members of his private staff; 

(c) to members of the family of a member of a consular post who them­
selves carry on any private gainful occupation in the receiving State. 

Chapter III 

REGIME RELATING TO HONORARY CONSULAR OFFICERS AND CONSULAR 

POSTS HEADED BY SUCH OFFICERS 

Article 58 

GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO FACILITIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

I. Articles 35, 36, 37 and 39, paragraph 3 of Article 54 shaH apply to 
consular posts headed by an honorary consular officer. In addition, the facilities, 
privileges and immunities of such con~ular posts shall be governed by Articles 
60, 61 and 62. 

2. Article 43, paragraph 3 of Article 44, Articles 45 and 53 shall apply 
to honorary consular officers. In addition, the facilities, privileges and 
immunities of such consular officers shall be governed by Articles, 63, 64, 65, 
66 and 67. 

3. Privileges and immunities pcovided in the present Convention shall not 
be accorded to members of the family of an honorary consular officer or of a 
consular employee at a consular post headed by an honorary consular officer. 

4. The exchange of consular bags between two consular posts headed by 
honorary consular officers in different States shall not be allowed without the 
consent of the two receiving States concemed. 

Article 60 

EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION OF CONSULAR PREMISES 

1. Consular premises of a consular post headed by an honorary consular 
officer of which the sending State is the owner or lessee shall be exempt from 
all national, regional or municipal dues and taxes whatsoever, other than such 
as represent payment for specific services rendered. 

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article 
shall not apply to such dues and taxes if, under the laws and regulations of 
the receiving State, they are payable by the person who contracted with the 
sending State. 

Article 61 
all national, regional or municipal dues and taxes· whatsoever, other than such 
as represent payment for specific services rendered. 

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article 
shall not apply to such dues and taxes if, under the laws and regulations of 
the receiving State, they are payable by the person who contracted with the 
sending State. 

Article 61 

L'l'VIOLABILlTY OF CONSULAR ARCHIVES AND DOCUMENTS 

The consular an?hives and documents of a consular post headed by an 
honorary consular officer shall be inviolable at all times and wherever they 
may be, provided that they are kept separate from other papers and documents 
and, in particular, from the private correspondence of the head of a consular 
post and of any person working with him, and from the materials, books or 
documents relating to their profeSSion or trade. 
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Article 62 

EXEMPTlON FROM CUSTO:>iS DUTIES 
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TIll' receiving State shall, in accordance with such laws and regulations 
as it may adopt, permit entry of, and grant exemption from all customs 
duties, tax{;,s. and related charges other than charges faT storage, cartage and 
similar services on the following articles. provided that they are for the official 
use of a consular post headed by an honorary consular officer : coats-ai-arms, 
Bags, signboards, sC;lls and stamps. books, official printed matter, office furniture. 
office eq uipmen t and similar articles supplied by or at the instance of the 
sending State to the consular post. 

Article 63 

CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS 

Ii criminal p:'Ocecdings are instituted agai'nst an honorary consular officer 
he must appear before the competent authorities. Nevertheless, the proceedings 
shall be conducted wi th the respect due to him by reason of his official posi tion 
and, except when he is under arrest or detention, in a manner which will 
hamper the exercise of consular functions as little as po~sible. When ~t has 
become necessary to detain an honorary consular officer. the proceedings against 
him shall be jnstituted with th~ minimum of delay. 

Article 64 

PROTECTION OF HONORARY CONSULAR OFFICERS 

The receiving State is under a duty to accord to a.n honorary consular 
officer such p:-otection as may be required by reason of his official position. 

Article 65 

EXE.~rPTION FROM REGISTRATION OF ALIENS AL'ffi RESIDENCE PERMITS 

Honorary consular officers, with the exception of those who cany on for 
personal profit any professional or commercial activity in the receiving State, 
shall be exempt from all obligations under the laws and regulations of the 
receiving State in regard to the registration of aliens and residence permits. 

Article 66 

EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION 

An honorary consular officer shall be exempt from all dues and taxes on 
the remuneration and emoluments which he receives from the sending State 
in respect of the exercise of consular functions. 

Article 67 

The receiving State shall exempt honorary consular officers from all personal 
services and f:::om all public services of any kind whatsoever and from military 
",h1; O'.r.tif'\·Q.(~,~'Vlcb} ~s_.tb.D.<;f' .. C'.onot'.c.teiL..:witl) Tt'.JJ.llj?ij-;orunf' _m ili.±a.r:v _COIltrih.!rtions 

the remuneration and emoluments which he receives from the sending State 
in respect of tbe exercise of consular functions. 

Article 67 

The receiving State shall exempt honorary consular officers from all personal 
services and f:"om all public services of any kind what~oever and from military 
obligations such as those connected with requisitioning military contributions 
and billeting. 

Article 71 

NATIONALS OR PERMANENT RESIDENTS OF nm RECEIVING STATE 

I . Except in so far as additional faciliti(,s, privileges and immunities may 
be granted by the receiving State, consular officers who are nationals of or 
permanently resident in the receiving State shall enjoy only immunity from 
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jurisdiction and personal inviolability in respect of official acts performed 
in the exercise of their functions r and tht: privilege provided in paragraph 3 
of Article 44. So far as these consular officer::. are concerned, the receiving 
State shall likewise be bound by the obligation laid down in Article 42. If 
criminal proceedings are instituted against such a consular officer, the proceed­
ings shall, except when he is under arrest or detention, be conducted in a 
manner which will hamper the exercise of consular functions as little as possible. 

2. Other members of the consular po£,t who are nationals of Or permanently 
resident 'in the receiving State and members of their families, as we1l as 
members of the families of consular officers referred to in paragrah 1 of this 
Article, shall enjoy facilities, privileges and immunities only in so far as these 
are granted to them by the receiving State. Those members of the families of 
members of the consular post and those members of the private staff who are 
themselves nationals of or permanently resident in the receiving State shall 
likewise enjoy facilities, privileges and immunities only in so far as these are 
granted to them by the receiving State. The receiving State shall, however, 
exercise its jurisdiction over those persons in such a way as not to hinder 
unduly the performance of the fUJnctions of the consular post. 

(Section 7) 
THIRD SCHEDULE 

ARTICLES OF THE CONVENTION ON THE PR[VILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE 

UNlTED NATIONS HAVING THE FORCE OF LAW IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Article I 

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY 

Section 1. The United Nations shall possess juridical personality. 
It shall have the capacity: 

(a) to contract; 

(b) to acquire and dispose of nmmovable and movable property; 

(c) to institute legal proceedings. 

Article 11 

PROPERTY, FUNDS AND ASSETS 

Section 2. The United Nations, its pro·perty and assets wherever located 
and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every fonn of legal 
process except insofar as dn any particular case it has expressly waived its 
immunity. It is, however, understood that no waiver of immunity shall extend 
to any measure of execution. 

Section 3. The premises of the United Nations shall be inviolable. The 
property and assets of the United Nations, wherever located and by whomso­
ever held, shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation 
and any otber form of interference, whether by executive, administrative, judicial 
process except insofar as. nn any partlcular case It has expreSSly waIVed Its 

immunity. It is, however, understood that no waiver of immunity shall extend 
to any measure of execution. 

Section 3. The premises of the United Nations shall be inviolable. The 
property and assets of the United Nations, wherever located and by whomso­
ever held, shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation 
and any other form of interference, whether by executive, administrative, judicial 
or legislative action. 

Section 4. The archives of the United Nations, and in general all documents 
belonging to it or held by it, shall be inviolable wherever located. 

Section 5. Without being re~·tricted by financial controls, regulations or 
moratoria of any kind. 

(a) the United Nations may hold funds, gold or currency of any kind 
and operate accounts in any currency; 
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(b) the United Nations shall be free to transfer its funds, gold or currency 
from one country to another or within any country and to convert 
any currency held ty it into any other currency. 

Section 6. In exercising its rights under section 5 overleaf, the United Nations 
shall pay due regard to any representations made by the Government of any 
Member insofar as it is considered that effect can be given to such representations 
without detriment to the interests of the United Nations. 

Section 7. The United Nations. its assets, income and other property shall be; 

(a) exempt from all direct taxes; it is understood, however. that the 
United Nations will not claim exemption from taxes which are, in 
fact, no more than charges for public utility services; 

(b) exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on 
imports and exports in respect of articles imported or exported by 
the United Nations for its official use; it is understood, however, that 
articles imported under such exemption will not be sold in the 
country into which they were imported except under conditions agreed 
with the Government of that country; 

"{c) exempt from customs' duties and prohibitions and restrictions on 
imports and exports in respect of its publications. 

Section 8. While the United Nations will not, as a general rule, claim 
exemption from excise duties and from taxes on the sale of movable and immov­
able property which form part of the price to be paid, nevertheless when the 
United Nations is making important purchases for official use of property on 
which such duties and taxes have been charged or are chargeable, Members will, 
whenever possible, make appropriate administrative arrangements for the 
remission or return of the amount of duty or tax. 

Article III 

FACILITIES IN RESPECT OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Section 9. The United Nations shall enjoy in the territory of each Member 
for its official communications treatment not less favourable than that accorded 
by the Government of that Member to any other Government including its 
diplomatic mission in the matter of priorities. rates and taxes on mails, cables, 
telegrams, radiograms, telephotos, telephone and other communications; and 
press rates for information to the press and radio. No censorship shall be applied 
to' the official correspondence and other official communications of the United 
Nations. 

Section 10. The United Nations shall have the right to use codes and to 
despatch and receive its correspondence by courier or in bags, which shall 
have the same immunities and privileges as diplomatic couriers and bags. 

Article IV 

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS 

~p('tirm 11 Rp.nrp"pn+"tiup" "f Mprnhp,..., +f'I thp 1'\T;nr;n"l "nrl <:mh~;r'li"T" ArP'"n'::' 

Section 10. The United Nations shall have the right to use codes and to 
despatch and receive its correspondence by courier or in bags, which shall 
have the same immunities and privileges as diplomatic couriers and bags. 

Article IV 

THE REPRESE:-1TATIVES OF MEMBERS 

Section 11. Representatives of Members to the principal and subsidiary organs 
of the United Nations and to conferences convened by the United Nations, shall, 
while exercising their functions and during their journey to and from the place 
of meeting, enjoy the following privileges and immunities: 

(a) immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of their 
personal baggage, and, in respect of words spoken or written and 
all acts done by them in their capacity as representatives, immunity 
from lega.l process ,of every_ kind; 
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(c) the right to use codes and to receive papers or correspondence by 
courier or in sealed bags; 

(d) exemption in respect of themselves and their spouses from immigration 
restrictions) alien registration or national service obligations in the 
state they are visiting or through which they are passing in the 
exercise of their functions; 

(e) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange restrictions as 
are accorded representatives of foreign governments on temporary 
official missions; 

(f) the same immunities and facilities in respect of their personal baggage 
as are accorded to diplomatic envoys; and also 

(g) such other privileges. immunities and facilities not inconsistent with 
the foregoing as diplomatic envoys enjoy, except that they shall have 
no right to claim exemption from customs duties on goods imported 
(otherwise than as part of their personal baggage) or from excise 
duties or sales taxes. 

Section 12. In order to secure, for the representatives of Members to the 
principal and subsidiary organs of the United Nations and to conferences convened 
by the United Nations, complete freedom of speech and independence in the 
discharge of their duties. the immunity from legal process in respect of words 
spoken or written and all acts done by them in dischargin,g their duties shall 
continue to be accorded. notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no 
longer the representatives of Members. 

' Section 13. Where the incidence of any form of taxation depends upon 
residence. periods during which the. representatives of Members to the principal 
and subsidiary organs of the United Nations and to conferences by the United 
Nations are present in a state for the discharge of their duties shall not be 
considered as periods of residence. 

Section 14. Privileges and immunities are accorded to the representatives of 
Members not for the persor.a1 benefit of the individuals themselves. but in order 
to safeguard the independent exercise of their functions in connection with the 
United Nations. Consequently a Member not only has the right but is under a 
duty to waive the immunity of its representative in any case where in the 
opinion of the Member the immunity would impede the course of justice. and 
it Can be waived without prejudice to the purpose for which the immunity is 
accorded. 

Section 15. The provisions of sections 11. 12. and 13 are not applicable as 
between a representative and the authorities of the state of which he is a 
national or of which he is or has been the representative. 

Section 16 . In this Article the expression "representatives" shall be deemed 
to include all delegates. deputy delegates, advisers. technical experts and 
secretaries of delegations. 

Section t 5. The provisions of sections 11, 12. and 13 are not applicable as 
between a representative and the authorities of the state of which be is a 
national or of which he is or has been the representative. 

Section 16. In this Article the expression "representatives" shall be deemed 
to include all delegates, deputy delegates. advisers, technical experts and 
secretaries of delegations. 

Article V 

OFFICIALS 

Section 17 . OffiCials of the United Nations shall-
(a) be immune from legal process in respect of words spoken or written 

and all acts performed by them in their official capacity; 

(b) be exempt from taxation on the salaries and emoluments paid to them 
by the United Nations. 
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(d) be immune, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on 
them, from immigration restrictions and alien registration; 

(c) be accorded the same privileges in respect of exchange facilities as are 
accorded to the officials of comparable ranks forming part of diplomatic 
missions to the Government concerned; 

(f) be given, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on them, 
the same repatriation facilities in time of international crisis as 
diplomatic envoys; 

(g) have the right to import free of duty their furniture and effects at the 
time of first taking up their post in the country in question. 

Section 19, In addition to the immunities and privileges specified in section 18, 
the Secretary~General and all Assistant Secretaries-General shall be accorded in 
respect of themselves, their spouses and minor children, the privileges and 
immunities, exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys, in accord­
ance with international law. 

Section 20. Privileges and immunities are granted to officials in the interests 
of the United Nations and not for the personal benefit. of the individuals them­
selves. The Secretary-General shall have the right and the duty to waive the 
immunity of any official in any case where, in his opinion, the inununity would 
impede the course of justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interests 
of the United Nations. In the case of the Secretary-General, the Security Council 
shall have the rlght to waive immunity. 

Section 21. The United Nations shall co-operate at aU times with the 
appropriate authorities of Members to facilitate the proper administration of 
justice, secure the observance of police regulations and prevent the occurrence 
of any abuse in connection with the privileges, immunities and facilities men­
tioned in this Article, 

Article VI 

EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS 

Section 22. Experts ( other than officials coming wi thin the scope of 
Article V) performing missions for the United Nations ~hall be accorded such 
privileges and immunities as are necessary for the independent exercise of 
their functions during the per~od of their missions, including the time spent 
on journeys in connect!on with their missions. In partiCUlar they shall be 
accorded : 

(a) immun';)ty from personal arrest Or detention and from seizure of 
their personal baggage; 

(b) in r&pect of words spoken or written and acts done by them in the 
course of the performance of their mission, immunity from legal 
process of every kind . This immunity from legal process shall 
continue to be accorded notwithstanding that the persons, concerned 
are no long-er emDloved on missions for the United Nations: 

(a) immun~)ty from personal arrest Or- detention and from seizure of 
their personal baggage; 

(b) in re~pect of words spoken or written and acts done by them in the 
course of the performance of their mission, immunity from legal 
process of every kind. This immunity' from legal process shall 
continue to be accorded notwithstanding that the persons, concerned 
are no longer employed on missions for the United Nations; 

(c) inviolability for all papers and documents; 

(d) for the purpose of their communications with the United Nations, 
the right to u~e codes and to receive papers or correspondence by 
courier or in sealed bags; 

(e) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange restrictions as 
are accorded to representatives of foreign governments on temporary 
official missions; 
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(1) the same cimmunities and facilities in respect of their personal baggage 
as are accorded to diplomatic envoys. 

Section 23. Privileges and immunities are granted to experts in the interests 
of the United Nations and not for the personal benefit of the individuals 
themselves. The Secretary-General shall have the right and the duty to waive 
the immunity of any expert in any case where, in his opinion, the immunity 
would impede the COlLrse of justice and it can be wai'Ved without prejudice to the 
interests of the Unirted Nations. 

Article V III 

UNITED NATIONS LAISSEZ-PASSER 

Section 24. The United Nations may issue United Nations laissez-passer to 
its officials. These laissez-passer shall be recognized and accepted as valid travel 
documents by the authorities of Members, taking into account the provisions 
of Section 25. 

Section 25. Applications for visas (where requ1red) from the holders of 
United Nations laissez-passer, when accompanied by a certificate that they are 
travelling on the business of the United Nations, shall be dealt with as speedily 
as possible. In addition, such persons shall be granted facilities for speedy travel. 

Section 26. Similar facilities to those specified in Section 25 shall be 
accorded to experts and other persons who, though not the holders of United 
Nations laissez-passer, have a certiflcate that they' are travelling on the business 
of the United Nations. 

Section 27. The Secretary-General, Assistant Secretaries,-General and 
Directors travelling on United Na.tions laissez-pas~er on the business of the 
United Nations ohall be granted the same facilities as are accorded to diplomatic 
envoys. 

(Section 8) 
FOURTH SCHEDULE 

ARTICLES OF THE CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF 

THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES HAVING THE FORCE OF LAW IN TRINIDAD 

AND TOBAGO 

Article I 

DEFINITIONS AND SCOPE 

Section 1-In this Convention: 
(i) the words "standard clauses" refer to the provisions of articles II 

to VIII. 
(ii) The words "specialized agencies' > mean: 

(a) The International Labour Organization; 
(b) The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 
(c) The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization; 
(tl) Thfi Tnt~rn;:dio]1al Cjyil Aviation Oreanization: 

(i) the words 'stanuard clauses refer to the provisions of articles II 
to VIII. 

(ii) The words "specialized agencies' > mean: 
(a) The International Labour Organization; 
(b) The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 
(c) The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization; 
(d) The International Civil Aviation Organization; 
(e)' The International Monetary Fund; 
(f) The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development; 
(g) The World Health Organization; 
(h) The Universal Postal Union; 
(i) The International Telecommunication Union; and 
"(7) Any other agency in relationship with the United Nations 

in accordance with Articles 57 and 63 of the Charier. 

337 



338 No. 23. Privileges and Immunities (Diplomatic> Consular, 
and International Orga·nizations) 

1965 

(iii) The word "Convention" means, in relation to any particular specialized 
agency, tbe standard clauses as modified by the nna:. (or revised) text 
of the annex transmitted by that agency in accordance with sections 36 
and 38. 

(iv) For the purposes of article rII, thL; words "property and assets" shaH 
also include property and funds administer<xl by a specialized agency 
in furtherance of its constitutional functions. 

(v) For the purposes of articles V and VII, the expression "representatives 
of members" shall be decmed to include all representatives, alternates, 
advisers, technical experts and secretaries of delegations. 

(vi) In sections 13, 14, 15 and 25, t he expression "meetings convened by a 
specializ( ~d agency" means meetings : (1) of its assembly and of its 
executive body (however designated), and (2) of any commission pro­
vided for in its constitution; (3) of any international conference con­
vened by it; and (4) of any committee of any of these bodies. 

(vii) The term "executive head" means the principal executive official of 
the specialized agency in question, whether designated "Director­
General" or otherwise. 

Article II 

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY 

Section 3, ·The specialized agencies shall possess juridical personality. They 
;hall have the capacity (a) to contract, (b) to acquire and dispose of immovable 
and movable property, (c) to institute legal proceedings. 

Article III 

PROPERTY .. FUNDS AJ."ID ASSETS 

Section 4--The specialized agencies, their property and assets, wherever 
located and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every form of 
legal process except in so far as in any particular case they have expressly waived 
their immunity. It is, however, understood that no waiver of immunity shall 
extend to any measure of execution. 

Section 5-The premises of the specialized agencies shall be inviolable. The 
property and assets of the specialized agencies, wherever located and by whom­
soever held, shaH be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation 
and any other form of interference, whether by executive, administrative, judicial 
or legislative action. 

Section 6-The archives of the specialized agencies, and in general all docu­
ments belonging to them or held by them, shall be inviolable, wherever located . 

Section 7-Without being restricted by financial controls, regulations or 
moratoria of any kind: 

(a) The specialized agencies may hold funds, gold or currency of any 
kind and operate accounts in any currency; 

Section 6-The archives of the specialized agencies, and in general all docu­
ments belonging to them or held by them, shall be inviolable, wherever located . 

Section 7-Without being restricted by finaDcial controls, regulations or 
moratorIa of any kind: 

(a) The specialized agencies may hold funds, gold or currency of any 
kind and operate a.ccounts in any currency; 

(b) The specialized agencies may freely transfer their funds, gold or 
currency from one country to another or within any country and 
convert any cu.rrency held by them into any other currency. 

Section 9-The specialized <t gencies, their assets, income and other property 
shall be: 

(a) Exempt from all direct taxes; it is understood, however, that the 
specialized agencies will not claim exemption from taxes which are, 
in fact, no more than charges for public utility services; 
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(b) Exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions on 
imports and exports in respect of articles imported or exported by 
the specialized agencies for their official use; it is understood, how­
ever, that articles imported under such exemption will not be sold 
in the country into which they were imported except under conditions 
agreed to with the Government of that country; 

(c) Exempt from duties and prohibitions and restrictions on imports and 
exports in respect of their publications. 

Section IO-vVhile the specialized agencies will not, as a general rule, claim 
exemption from excise duties and from taxes on the sale of movable and inunov­
abl\' properly which forms part of the price to be paid, nevertheless when the 
specialized agencies are making important purchases for official use of property 
on which such duties and taxes have been charged or are chargeable, State 
parties to this Convention will, whenever possible, make appropriate administra­
tive arrangements for the remission or return of the amount of duty or tax. 

Article IV 

FACILITIES IN RESPECT OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Section II-Each specialized agency shall enjoy, in the territory of each 
State party to this Convention in respect of that agency, for its official com­
munications, treatment not less favourable than that accorded by the Government 
of such State to any other Government, including the latter's diplomatic mission, 
in the matter of priorities, rates and taxes on mails, cables,' telegrams, radio­
grams, telephotos, telephone and other communications, and press rates for 
information to the press and radio. 

Section 12-No censorship shall be applied to the official correspondence 
and other official communications of the specialized agencies. 

The specialized agencies shall have the right to use codes and to dispatch 
and receive correspondence by courier or in sealed bags, which shall have the 
same immunities and privileges as diplomatic couriers and bags. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to preclude the adoption of 
appropriate security precautions to be determined by agreement between a 
Sta1\: party to this Convention and a specialized agency. 

Article V 

REPRESENTATIVES OF MEM.BERS 

Section 13-Representatives of members at meetings convened by a 
specia.lized agency shall, while exercising their functions and during their 
journeys to and from the place of meeting. enjoy the following .privileges and 
immunities; 

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of their 
personal baggage, and in respect of words spoken or written and all 
acts done by them in their official capacity, immunity from legaJ 
process of every kind; 

(h) Invj()la.biJitv for all oaoers and documents: 
speciali.zed agency shall, while exercising their functions and during their 
journeys to and from the place of meeting. enjoy the follQwing .privileges and 
immunities: 

(a) Immunity from p ersonal arrest or detention and from seizure of their 
personal baggage, and in respect of words spoken or written and all 
acts done by them in their official capacity, immunity from legal 
process of every kind; 

(b) Inviolability for all papers and documents; 

(c) The right to use codes and to receive papers or correspondence by 
courier or. in sealed b<1.gs; 

(d) Exemption in respect of themselves and their spouses from immigra­
tion restrictions, aliens' registration or national service obligations in 
the State which they are visiting or through which they are passing 
in the exercise of their functions; 
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(e) The same facilities in respect of currency or exchange restrictions as 
are accorded to representatives of foreign Governments on temporaly 
official missions; 

(f) The same immunities and facilities in respect of their personal baggage 
as are accorded to members of comparable rank of diplomatic missions. 

Section 14-In order to secure for the representatives of members of the 
specialized agencies at meetings convened by them complete freedom of speech 
and complete independence in the discharge of their duties, the immunity from 
leg;:tl process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts done by them 
in discharging their duties shall continue to be accorded, notwithstanding that 
the persons concerned are no longer engaged in the discharge of such duties. 

Section lS-Where the incidence of any form of taxation depends upon 
residence, periods during which the representatives of members of the specialized 
agencies at meetings convened by them are present in a member State for the 
discharge of their duties shall not be considered as periods of residence. 

Section i6-PTivileges and immunities are accorded to the representatives of 
members, not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves, but in order 
to safeguard the independent exercise of their functions in connection with the 
specialized agencies. Consequently, a member not only has the right but is under 
a duty to waive the immunity of its representatives in any case where, in the 
opinion of the member, the immunity would impede the course of justice, and 
where it can be waived without prejudice to the purpose for which the immunity 
is accorded. 

Section 17-The provisions of section 13, 14 and 15 are not applicable in 
relation to the authorities of a State of which the person is a national or of 
which he is aT has been a representative. 

Article VI 

OFFICIALS 

Section is-Each specialized agency will specify the categories of officials to 
which the provisions of this article and of article VIII shall apply. It shall 
communicate them to the Governments of all States parties to this Convention 
in respect of that agency and to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
The names of the officials included in these categories shall from time to time 
be made known to the above-mentioned Governments. 

Section t9--0fficials of the specialized agencies shall : 

(a) Be immune from legal process in respect of words spoken or written 
and all acts, performed by them in their official capacity; 

(b) Enjoy the same exemptions from taxation in respect of the salaries 
and emoluments paid to them by the specialized agencies and on 
the same conditions as are enjoyed by officials. of the United Nations; 

'(c) Be immune, together with their spouses and relatives dependent upon 
them, from immigration restrictions and alien registration; 

(a) Be immune from legal process in respect of words spoken or written 
and all acts, performed by them in their official capacity; 

(b) Enjoy the same exemptions from taxation in respect of the salaries 
and emoluments paid to them by the specialized agencies and on 
the same conditions as are enjoyed by officialsi of the United Nations; 

'(c) Be immune, together with their spouses and relatives dependent upon 
them, from immigration restrictions and alien registration; 

(d) Be accorded the ~ame plivileges in respect of exchange of facilities 
as are accorded to officials of comparable rank of diplomatic missions; 

(e) Be given, together with their spouses and relatives dependent on 
them, the same repatriation facilities, in time of international crises 
as officials of compa:,able rank of diplomatic mi~jons; 

(f) Have the right to import free of duty their furniture and effects at 
the time of first t{l,kin~ up their post in tb,e cO\lJltry ~~ question. 
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Section 20-The officials of the specia1ized agencies shall be exempt from 
national service obligations, provided that, in relat ion to the States of which 
they are nationals, such exemption shall be confined to offici.als of the specialized 
agencies whose names have, by reason of their duties, been placed upon a 
list compiled by the executive head of the specialized agency and approved 
by the S ta t~ concerned. 

Should other offidials of specialized agencies be called up for national 
service, the Sta t e concerned shall, at the requ est of the specialized agency 
concerned, grant such temporary deferment in the can-up of f.uch officials as 
may be necessary to avoid interruption in the continuation of essential work. 

Section 21--In addition to the immunities and privileges speCified in sec­
tions 19 and 20, the executive head of each 5'pecialized agency, including any 
official acting on his behalf during his absence from duty , shan be accorded 
in respect of himself, his spouse and minor children, the privileges and immuni­
ties, exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys. in acco,dance 
with international law. 

Section 22-Privileges and immunities are granted to officials in the inter8sts 
of the specialized agencies only and not for personal, benefit of the individuals 
themselves. Each specialized agency shall have the Tight and the duty to waive 
the immnnity of any official in any case where, in its opin~on, the immunity 
would impede the course of justice and can be waIved without prejudice to the 
intere~ts of the specialized agency. 

Section 23-Each specialized agency shall co-operate at all times with the 
appropriate authorities of member States to facilitate the proper administration 
of justice, secure the observance of police regulations and prevent the occurrence 
of any abuses in ccnnection with the privileges, immunities and facilities 
mentioned in this Article. 

Article VII 

ABuSES OF PR1VILEGE 

Section 25--1. Representatives of members at meetings. convened by 
specialized agencies , while exercising their functions and during their journeys 
to and from the place of meeting, and officials within the meaning of section 18, 
shall not be required by the territorial authorities to leave the country in which 
they are performing their functions on account of any activities by them in 
their official capacity . In the case , however, of abuse of privileges of residence 
committed by any such person in activities. in that country outside his official 
functions, he may be required to leave by the Government of that country 
provided that : 

2 . (1) Representatives of members·, or persons who are entitled 
to diplomatic immunity under section 21, shan not be required to leave the 
country otherwise than in accordance with the diplomatic procedure applicable 
to diplomatic envoys accredited to that country. 

comllll"C"cea Dy any :SUCH .!JtI::;UIl III ii\'-L1Vl· Ut~ ur lllii ~ L;uulIlry UUlSlue Ill!> ()1ilUiil 

functions, he may be required to leave by the Government of that country 
provided that: 

2. (1) Represc..'1.tatives of members·, or persons who are entitled 
to diplomatic immunity under section 21, shan not be required to leave the 
country otherwise than in accordance with the diplomatic procedure applicable 
to diplomatic envoys accredited to that country. 

(II) In thlJ case of an officia1 to whom section 21 is not 
applicable, no order to leave fte country shall be issued other than with the 
approval of the Foreign Mini~ter of the Country in question, and such app:-oval 
shall be given only after consultation with the executive head of the specialized 
agency concerned; and, if expulsion proceedings are taken against an official, 
the executive head of the specialized agency shall have the right to appear in 
snch proceedings on behalf of tae person against whom they are instituted. 

341 



342 No. 23. Privileges and Immunities (Diplomatic, ConsulM, 
and International Organizations) 

Ayticle VIII 

LAISSEZ-PASSER 

1965 

Section 26-0ffici:lls of the specialized agencies shall be entitled to use the 
United Nations laissez-passer in conformity with administrative arrangements to 
be concluded between the Secretary-General of the United ~ations and the 
competent authorities of the specialized agencies to which agencies special powers 
to issue laissez-passer may be delegated. The Secretary-General of the United 
Nations shall. nobfy each State party of this Convention of each admin istrative 
arrangement so concludeu , 

Section 28-Applicatrions fa:: visas. where required, from official~ of special­
ized agencies holding United Nations laissez-passer, when accompanied by a 
certificate that they are travellimg on the business of a £,pecialized agency, 
shall be dealt with as speedily as possible. In addition, such persons shall be 
granted facilities for spef,dy travel. 

Section 29-Similar fa (:.i 1i ties to those specified in section 28 shall be accorded 
to experts and other persons who, though not the holders of United Nations 
laissez-passer have a. certificate that they are travelling on the business of a 
specialized agency. 

Section 30-The executi.v~ heads, assistant executive heads, heads of depart­
ments and other officials of a rank not lower than head of department of the 
specialized agencies, travelling on United Nations laissez-passer on the busine~ 
of the specialized agencie~, .shall be granted the same facilities for travel as 
are accorded to officials of comparable v.nk in diplomatic missions . 

FIFTH SCHEDULE 

Part I 

PRTVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE ORGANISATION 

I. Immunity from suit and legal proce:3s. 

(Section 11) 

2. The like invio1ability of official archives and premises occupied as offices 
as is accorded in respect of the official archives and premises of an envoy of a 
foreign sovereign Power. 

3. The like exemption or relief from taxes and rates, other than taxes on 
the importation of goods, as is accorded to a foreign sovereign Power . 

4. Exemption from taxes on the importation of goods directly imported by 
the organisation for its official use in Trioidad a.nd Tobago or for exportation, 
or on the importation of any publications of the organisation directly imported 
by it, such exemption to be subject to compliance with such conditions as the 
Comptrolier of Customs and Excise may prescribe for the protection of the 
Revenue. 

5. Exemption from prohibitions and restrictions on importation or exporta­
tion in the case of goods directly imported or exported by the organisation for 
its official use and in the case of any publications of the organisa.tion directly 

or on the importation of any publications of the organisation directly imported 
by it, such exemption to be subject to compliance with such conditions as the 
Comptroller of Customs and Excise may prescribe for the protection of the 
Revenue. 

5. Exemption from prohibitions and restrictions on importation or exporta­
tion in the case of goods directly imported or exported by the organisation for 
its official use and in the case of any publications of the organisation directly 
imported or exported by it. 

6. The right to avail itself, for telegraphic communications sent by it and 
Containing only matter intended for publication by the press or fOT broadcasting 
(including communications addressed to or despatched from places outside 
Trinidad and Tobago), of any reduced rates applicable for the corresponding 
service in the case of press telegrams. 
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PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF REPRESENTATIVES, MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES, 

HIGH OFFICERS AND PERSONS ON MISSIONS 

1. The like immunity from suit and legal process as is accorded to an envoy 
of a foreign sovereign Power. 

2. The like inviolability of residence as is accorded to such an envoy. 

3. The like exemption of relief from taxes as is accorded to such an envoy. 

Part III 

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF OTHER OFFICERS AN)) SERVANTS 

1. Immunity from suit and legal process in respect of things done or omitted 
to be done in the course of the performance of official duties . 

2. Exemption from income tax in respect of emoluments received as an 
officer or servant of the organisation. 

Part IV 

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF OFFICIAL STAFFS AND OF 

HIGH OFFICERS" FAMILIES 

1. Where any person is entitled to any such privileges and immunities as 
are mentioned in Part II of this Schedule as a representative on any organ 
of the organisation or a member of any committee of the organisation or of 
an organ thereof, his official staff accompanying him as such a representative OT 

member shall also be entitled to those privileges and immunities to the same 
extent as the retinue of an envoy of a foreign sovereign Power. 

2. Where any person is entitled to any such privileges and immunities as 
are mentioned in Part II of this Schedule as an officer of the organisation, that 
person's wife or husband and children under the age of twenty-one shall also 
be entitled to those privileges and immunities to the same extent as the wife 
or husband or children of an envoy of a foreign sovereign Power accredited to 
Her Majesty are entitled under the law of England to the privileges and 
immunities accorded to the envoy. 

Passed in the House of Representatives this 8th day of 
October, 1965. 

G. R. LATOUR 
Clerk of the House ot Representatives 

., . 

G. R. LATOUR 
Clerk of the House of Representatives 

Passed In the Senate this 19th day of October, 1965. 

J. E. CARTER 
Clerk of the Senate 

GOVERNMENT PRINTERY, TRINIDAD, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO-I965 

343 



f -


