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AN ORDINANCE- to provide for -the prevention of 
corruption. 

,r; {},t - - I ' [/$· 7f~, 1921.] 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Trini(j:ad and Tobago 
, with the advice and consent of the Legislative Oolmcil 

_ -thereof as follows:-

Governor . 

.1. This ·Ordinance may be _cited as the Prevention of Short title. 

.. < 

Oorruptjon Ordinance, 1921. 
2. In this Ordinance-

The expres:;don '' publi.c -body " includes local and Interpretation. 

],public authoriti~s -of •all descriptions. 
The expression " public office " means any office or 

. ;ern,plqymi:mt of. a person.as .a member, officer or servant of 
· .:B"tiob public body. 
· The expression " advantage " jncludes any office or 
-·,di.gnity, and any forbearance to , demand ·any money or 

_ -~-money's worth or _valuable thing, and includes a~y aid, vote, 
- :'?bnsent, or influence, -or ;pretended aid, vote; consent, or 

• 'mfiuence, ana m.lsb- includes ·any ·promise or- procurement of 

[Pr~oe Bd.] 
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or· agreement or endeavour to procure, or the holding out of 
any expectation of any gift, loan, fee, reward, or advantage, 
as before defined. · ' · 

oorruption in. 3.-(1:) Every pe~son who shall by himself or by or in 
d.!'~~:n:i~- conj~mction with any o.ther pers?n, cor:n~rtly solicit or 

rece1ve, or a.gree to receive, for h1mself, or:Jor any other 
person, any gift, loan, fee, reward, or adva1,1tage whatever 
·as an inducement to, or reward fqr, or o~herwise oli-account 
of any member, officer, or servant' of ~he Crown or of 
a public body, doing or forbear~ng to. do auything in 
respect of any matter or transaction whatsoever,_ ;::f!.ctu~l 
or proposed, in which the Crovvp .. or the said pub1iQ.1 body 
is concerned, shall be guilty of a misdem~anor. }(; ·~- ' 

Penalty for 
offences. 

(2.) Every person w1;w shall (by .himself or by or in 
conjunction with any other person· co~ruptly give, promise, 
or offer any gift, loan, fee, reward, or" advantage whatsoever 
to any person, whether for the benefit of ~hat person or .of 
another person as an inducement to or reward for or other­
wise on account of any member, officer or servant of the 
Crown or of any public body doing or forbearing to do 
anything in respec't of any matter or transaction what-

. soever, actual or proposed, in which the Crown or such 
public body as aforesaid is c"oncerned, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor. 

4. Any person on conviction for offending -as aforesaid 
shall, at the discretion of the Court before which he is 
convicted,-

( a.) be liable to be imprisoned for any period not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour, or to pay a fine not exceeding five 
hundred pounds, or to both such imprisonment 
and such fine; and. 

(b.) in addition be liable to be ordered to pay to such 
body, and in such manner as the Court directs, 
the amount or value of any gift, loan; fee, or 
reward received by him or any part thereof; and 

(o.) be liable to be adj.udged incapable of being 
elected or appointed to _any public ():ffice for 
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(d.) 

(e.) 

seven ·yea.rs frQm the date of his conviction, and 
to forfeit any such office held by him at the 
time of his conviction ; and 

in the event of a second conviction for a like 
ofeence he shall, in addition to the foregoing 

-penalties, be liable to be adjudged to be for ever 
.incapable of holding any public office, and to be 
incapable for seven years of being registered as 
an elector, or voting at an election.of mempers 
pf any public -body ; and 

if such person is an officer or servant in the 
employ of any public body upon such conviction, 
he shall, at the discretion of the Court, be liable 
to .forfeit his right and claim to any coi;npensa-

_ _!iion or pension to which he would otherwise 
-·have been entitled. 

5. If any agent corruptly accepts or obtains or Punishment of 
t t tt t t bt · f corrupt trans-agrees 0 accep or a emp s 0 0 ain, rom any actions with 

person, for himself or for any other person, any agents. 

gift or consideration as an inducement or reward 
for 'doing or forbearing to do, 'br for having after 
the commencement of this Ordinance done or 
forborne to do, any act in relation to his 
principal's affairs or business, or for showing_; or_ 
forbearing to show favour or disfavour to any 
person in relation to his principal's affairs or 

· business ; or 

If any person . corruptly gives or agrees to give or 
offers any gift or consideration to any agent as 
an inducement or reward for doing or forbearing 
to do, or for having after the commencement of 
this Ordinance done or forborne to do, any act 
in relation to his principal's affairs or hJ.lsiness 
or . for showing or forbearing to show favour 
or disfavour . to any person in relation to his 
principal's affairs or business; or 

If any person knowingly gives to any agent or 
if any agent knowingly uses with intent to 

- deceive. his principal, any receipt, account or 
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other document in respect of which the principal 
- is interested, and which contains any statement 

which is false 'Or erroneous or defective in any 
material particular, and which to his knowledge 
is intended to mislead the principal; · 

he shall be guilty of a m.isdeme;:Lnor, and ·shall ·.be liable on 
conviction on indictment to imprisonment ·With or without 
harCl 'labour, 'for a term not exceeding two years, or to a 
nne not exceeding :five hundred pounds, or ·to both such 
imprisonment and such fine, or on ·summary· Conviction to 
imprisonment with cr without hard labour, -for a .. term not 
exceeding four months, or to a :fine not exceeding fifty 

::pounds, or to both such imprisonment and .such :fine. 

-6. A person cop.victed' on indictment of a misdemeanor 
under this Ordinanc~, where the matter or transaction in 
relation to which the offence was committed was a contract 
or 'a proposal for a contract with His Majesty or any 
·Government Department or . any public body or a sub­

·<contt)1ct to execute any work comprised in such a contract, 
'shall be liable to im~risonment with hard labour for a term 
:not e~ce'eding seven nor less than three years. 

7. Where in any proceedings against a person for an 
offence under this ·Ordinance, it is proved that any money, 
•gift, or other ·consideration has ·been paid or given to or 
receiv:ed by a person in the employment·of His Majesty or 
any Government Department or a public nody by or from 
a person, or agent of a person, holding or seeking -to obtain 
a contract frotn His M31jesty·or any Government Depart­
ment or public body, tbe money, gift, or consideration shall 
be deemed ·to have been paid "or _given arid received 
corruptly as such induoemetit or reward .as is mentioned in 
"this Ordinance unless the con t!ary is ·pro·v-ed. 

Definition of 8. In sections -5 and ·7 of this· Ordinance the expression 
~;~;~i~:~:~t'' ·" consideration " includes valuable .consideration of · any 
t.'c-principaL" kind; the expression "agent" inCludes any person employed 

:by or 'acting for another ·:and ··any person 'serving under the 
·9rown :or ;any public body; and the expression "principal" 
~melud=es ~an 1emplby-er-. 
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9.-(1.) Where an offence under this Ordinance is also Saving 

punishable under any other enactment, or at common law, clause. 

such offence may be prosecuted and punished either under 
this Ordinance or under the other enactment, or at common 
law, but so that no person shall be punished twice· for the 
same offence. 

(2.) A person shall not be exempt from punishment 
under this Ordinanoe by reason of the in validity of the 
appointment or election of a person to a public office. 

10. A prosecution for an offence under this Ordinano.e Restrictron on 

shall not be instituted except by or with the consent of ·the prosecutions 

Attorney -General. 

·11. Proceedings instituted with a view to obtaining a Time for 

summary conviction for an offence under this Ordinance ~::~dings. 
may be comm:enced at any time before the expiration of 
six months after the :first discovery of the· .offence by the 
prosecutor. o.-

Passed in Council this fourth day of March, in 
the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-one. 

<-=~' 
0 rk of the Council. 


