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CHAPTER 32:50
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT

An Act relating to Friendly Societies.

[18TE May 1950]

1. This Act may be cited as the Friendly Societies Act.

2. In this Act—
“amendment of rule”’ includes a new rule, and a resolution

rescinding a rule;

“branch” means any number of the members of a society,

under the control of a central body, having a separate
fund, administered by themselves or by a committee
of officers appointed by themselves, and bound to
contribute to a fund under the control of a central
body;

1950 Ed.
Ch. 38 No. 2.

18 of 1950.

Commence-
ment.

Short title.

Interpretation.

L.R.O. 1/1990
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“child” includes son and daughter whether legitimate or
illegitimate, adopted son and adopted daughter, and
stepson and stepdaughter;

“committee’” means the committee of management or other
directing body of a society or branch;
“election” means an election of an officer or officers of a

committee of management or other directing body of a
society or branch, held under the provisions of this Act;

“land” includes any interest in land ;

“meeting” includes (where the Rules of & society or branch so
allow) a meeting of delegates appointed by members;

“officer” includes any trustee, treasurer, secretary, or member
of the committee of management of a society or branch,
or person appointed by the society or branch to sue and
be sued on its behalf;

“persons claiming through a member” includes the nominees
of the member where nomination is allowed;

“prescribed person” means a person prescribed by any
regulation made under this Act;

“property”’ includes all property whether real or personal (in-
cluding books and papers);

“savings bank’ means the Post Office Savings Bank and the
savings department of any bank licensed under the

Ch. 79:01. Banking Act;
“gigned” in relation to a body corporate, means sealed ;

“society” means a society registered under this Act, and
includes societies subsisting at the commencement of
this Act to which the provisions of this Act apply;

“subscription” includes any contribution or dues paid in
accordance with the Rules of a society or branch.

TaE REGISTRAR

The Registrar. 3. (1) There shall be in the public service a Registrar of
(47 of 19891 Priendly Societies (in this Act called ‘““the Registrar”).

(2) The Registrar shall be a barrister or solicitor of not
less than five years’ standing.
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(3) There may be established and ma.utamvd an office for
the Registrar.

(4) There shall be appointed in the public service such
officers as may be required for the purposes of this Act and any of
the powers of the Registrar under this . .ct may be conferred upon

such officers.

(5) The office of the Registrar shall be open to tae public
for the transaction of business from the hour of 9.00 o’clock in
the forenoon until the hour of 3.00 o’cloc!- in the afternoon of
every working day.

(6) The Registrar may— ‘
(a) prepare and cause to be circulated, for the use of

societies, model forms of accounts, balance sheets,
and valuations;

(b) collect from the returns under this Act and from

(c)

other sources, and publish and circulate, or other-
wise make known, such information on the subject
of the statistics of life and sickness, and the applica-
tion thereof to the business of friendly societies, and
such particulars of their returns and valuations, and
such other information useful to the members of or
to persons interested in societies, as he may think fit;
and

cause to be constructed and published tables for the
payment of sums of money on death, in sickness, or
old age, fire insurance, or on any other contingency
forming the subject of an assurance authorised
under this Act which may appear to be calculable;
but the adoption of the tables by a society shall be
optional.

4. The Registrar shall in every year make a return to the
Minister containing, in respect of every society, the particulars set
or't in section 26.

REGISTRATION OF SOCIETIES

5. (1) The following societies shall be societies to which this
Act applies—

(a) societies (in this Act called friendly societies) for *h

purpose of providing by voluntary subscriptions of

Annual return
by Registrar,

Societies to.
which this Act
applies.

L.R.O. 1/1980
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the members thereof, with or without the aid of
donations, for—

(i) the relief or maintenance of the members,
their husbands, wives, children, fathers,
mothers, brothers or sisters, nephews or
nieces, or wards being orphans, during sick-
ness or other infirmity, whether bodily or
mental, in old age (which means any age after
fifty) or in widowhood, or for the relief or
maintenance of the orphan children of mem-
bers during minority;

(ii) insuring money to be paid on the birth of a
member’s child, or on the death of a member,
or for the funeral expenses of the husband,
wife, child, ward, father, mother, brother, sis-
ter, uncle, aunt, nephew or niece of a member,
or of such other relation of the member’s fam-
ily.as is wholly or in part dependent upon the
earnings of the member for the ordinary
necessaries of life, or of the widow of a
deceased member. A person shall be deemed
to be the child, father, mother, brother, sister,
uncle, aunt, nephew, niece or other relation of
the member, notwithstanding that he or she is
not a legitimate relative of the member;

(iii) the relief or maintenance of the members
when on travel in search of employment, or
when in distressed circumstances, or in case of
shipwreck, or loss or damage of or to boats or
nets;

(iv) the endowment of members or nominees of
members at any age;

(v) the insurance against fire, to any amount not
exceeding seventy-five dollars, of the tools or
implements of the trade or calling of the
members;

(vi) the insurance against fire, to any amount not
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, of the
household furniture, goods and effects of the
members; or

(vii) insuring money to be paid in the event of the
marriage of members.

However, this Act shall not apply to a friendly society which
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contracts with any person for the assurance of an annuity exceed-
ing two hundred and fifty dollars a year, or of a gross sum exceed-
ing two thousand five hundred dollars;

(b) societies (in this Act called cattle insurance societies)
for the purpose of insurance to any amount against
loss of neat cattle, sheep, lambs, swine, horses, and
other animals by death from disease or otherwise;

(c) societies (in this Act called benevolent societies) for
- any benevolent or charitable purpose;

(7) societies (in this Act called workingmen’s clubs) for
purposes of social intercourse, mutual helpfulness,
mental and moral improvement, and rational recrea-
tion;

() societies (in this Act called specially authorised
societies) for any purpose which the Minister may
authorise as a purpose to which the provisions of this

Act, or such of them as are specified in the authority, -

ought to be extended; but where any provisions of
this Act are so specified those provisions only shall
be so extended.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a)(ii) the éxpression
“funeral expenses’” shall be deemed to include all incidental and
ancillary expenses which the member may incur in connection
with the death and is not restricted to the payment of the funeral
expenses.

6. (1) Every society to which this Act applies shall be regis-
tered under this Act; and it shall be deemed to be a sufficient
compliance with the provisions of this section if, before any sub-
scriptions or fees are collected from any member, the Registrar,
by writing under his hand, permits any person named therein
(hereinafter referred to as a “permitted person”) to take the
necessary steps for the formation of a society and the society is in
fact registered within six months of the permission being given.

(2) In the event of any contravention of the provisions of
this section, every secretary, trustee, member of the committee,
or other officer of an unregistered society i$ liable to a fine of
twenty dollars for every day during which the society remains
unregistered. )

(3) Every permitted person shall while such society is in
process of formation cause to be kept proper books of account
with respect to all subscriptions or fees received and all sums of
money expended by such person and the matters in respect of

Societies to be
registered,

L.R.O. 1/1980
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Conditions of
Tegistration.

which the receipts and expenditure take place and shall immedi-
ately prior to the registration of the society or at the end of the
period of six months, whichever occurs sooner, send to the Regis-
trar a true return signed by him of the receipts and expenditure,
funds and effects collected, received and expended by him while
the society was in process of formation.

(4) If it is shown that proper books of account were not
kept by the permitted person throughout the period of six months
immediately preceding the registration of the society the permit-
ted person shall unless he shows that he acted honestly or that in
the circumstances in which the affairs of the society in formation
were carried on the default was excusable, be liable on summary
conviction to a fine of one thousand dollars or to imprisonment
for six months.

(5) The Registrar shall on being satisfied that any member
or other person has subscribed to the funds so collected or
received or has an interest therein permit that member or other
person to inspect without payment of any fee the return at the
office of the Registrar during the usual or customary hours of
business.

(6) The Registrar may at any time either before or after the

Tegistration of a society order the books, accounts, vouchers,

documents, securities and funds of the society during the period it
was unregistered or in course of formation to be inspected or
audited by some fit and proper person appointed by him; and the
permitted person and every secretary, treasurer, trustee and
member of the committee or other officer of the society shall
make available to the person so appointed all the books,
accounts, vouchers, documents, securities and funds of the society
for purposes of inspection or audlt The Registrar may order the
person to be paid out of the funds of the unregistered society or
society in formation or by Government as he may deem fit, such

fee not exceeding such sum as may be prescribed.

7. (1) A society shall not be registered under this Act unless it
consists of thirty-five persons at least.

(2) For the purpose of registration, there shall be sent to
the Registrar an application to register the society, signed by
seven members and the secretary, and two copies of the rules,
together with a list of the names and addresses of the secretary,
the treasurer, every member of the committee, and every trustee
or other officer intended to be authorised to sue and be sued on
behalf of the society and of other members intending to join the
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society in order to constitute a minimum membership of thirty-
five.

(3) The rules of the society so sent shall, according to the
class in which the society is to be registered, contain provisions in
respect of the several matters mentioned in the First Schedule.

(4) Any society or branch registered under this Act the
rules of which do not make adequate provisions in respect of the
several matters mentioned in the First Schedule or required by
regulations made under this Act, shall, upon notice in writing
from the Registrar to that effect, forthwith amend or supplement
its rules by including therein, the necessary provisions required by
such notice to be made.

(5) If the list is signed by the secretary, the treasurer, every
member of the committee, and every trustee and other officer
named therein, it shall on the registration of the: society be evi-
dence that the persons so signing have been duly appointed. The
list shall be open to inspection by any person on payment of a fee
of twenty-five cents in respect of any one registered society, and

~any such person shall be entitled to take notes or extracts there-
from.

8. A society shall not be registered under a name identical
with that under which any other existing society is registered, or
so nearly resembling that name as to be likely, or in any name
likely, in the opinion of the Registrar, to deceive the members or
the public as to its nature or its identity.

9. The Registrar, on being satisfied that a society has com-
plied with the provisions of this Act as to registration shall issue
to that society an acknowledgment of registration specifying the
designation of the society according to the classification set forth
in this Act, and this acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence
that the society therein mentioned is duly registered, unless it is
proved that the registration of the society has been suspended or
cancelled.

10. (1) From a refusal to register a society, an appeal shall lie
by the society to a Judge of the High Court sitting in Chambers.

(2) If the refusal to register is overruled on appeal the

Registrar shall give an acknowledgment of registration to the
society. : .
11. (1) An amendment of a rule made by a society shall not

be valic il the amendment has been registered under this Act,

First Schedule,

_First Schedule.

Name of
society.

Acknowledgment
of registration.

Appeals from
refusal to
register.

Registration of
amendments of

L.R.O. 1/1980
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Registration of
dividing
societies.

Registration of
insurance
societies and of
societies
assuring
annuities,

Registration of
societies with
branches.

for which purpose copies of the amendment, signed by three
members and the secretary, shall be sent to the Registrar.

(2) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that any amend-’
ment of a rule is not contrary to the provisions of this Act, issue to
the society an acknowledgment of registration of the amendment
and that acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that the
amendment is duly registered.

(3) The provisions of this Act as to appeals from a refusal to
register a society shall apply to a refusal to register an amendment
of a rule. '

12. A society (other than a benevolent society or working-
men’s club) shall not be disentitled to registration by reason of
any rule for or practice of dividing any part of the funds thereof if
the rules of the society contain distinct provision for meeting all

claims upon the society existing at the time of division before any

such division takes place.

13. A society providing for the endowment of a member or
the nominee of a member at any age, or assuring a certain
annuity, shall not be entitled to registration, unless the tables of
contributions for such respective benefits or assurance, certified
by some actuary approved by the Registrar, who has exercised
the profession of actuary for at least five years, are sent to the
Registrar with the application for registration.

SOCIETIES WITH BRANCHES

14. (1) Where a society has branches, the application for
registration shall be accompanied with—

(a) a list of all the branches, and notice of the place
where the registered office of each branch is situated;

(b) if any branch is to have trustees or officers author-
ised to sue and be sued on its behalf, other than the
trustees or officers authorised to sue and be sued on
behalf of the society, a list of the names of all such
trustees or officers, distinguishing the branches for
which they are authorised to sue and be sued;

(c) if the rules of all the branches (in this Act called
branch rules) are or are intended to be identical, a
statement to that effect, and copies of those rules;
and
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(d) if the branch rules are not or are not intenced to be
identical, a statement to that effect, and copies of all
branch rules.

(2) A society having a fund under the control of a central
body to which every branch is bound to contribute may be regis-
tered as a single society.

15. There shall be sent under the hand of the secretary of a
society to the Registrar—

(a) notice of the establishment of every new branch of
the society;

(b) notice of the place where the registered office of the
branch is situated;

(¢) if the branch is to have trustees or officers authorised
to sue and be sued on its behalf, other than the trus-
tees or officers authorised to sue and be sued on
behalf of the society, a list of the names of such
trustees or officers; and

(d) a statement whether or not the rules of the branch
are identical with those of the other branches of the
society, and, if not so, a copy of the rules of the
branch.

16. The provisions of this Act as to—
(a) the acknowledgment of registration of societies and
amendment of rules;

(b) appeals from refusals to register societies and
amendments of rules and the result thereof;

(c) the registration of the amendments of rules; and

(d) evidence of registration and of the appointment of
trustees and officers;

shall apply to branches and amendments of branch rules.

17. (1) A body which has been registered as a branch of a
society shall not be registered as a society except on production to
the Registrar of a certificate, under the hand of the chief secretary
or other principal officer of the society of which it was a branch,
that the body has wholly seceded or has been expelled from the
society.

(2) An appeal shall lie from the refusal of the chief secre-
tary or other principal officer of the society, or his omission, after
three months from the receipt of a request in writing made on

Establish-
" ment of new
branches.

Application of

- previous

provisions to
branches.

- Requisites for
registration of
branches as
societies.

L.R.O. 1/1980
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Name of
seceding or
expelled
branch.

Contributions
from one
society to
another.

Subscriptions
not recoverable
at law,

Registered
office.

Appointment of
trustees,

behalf of the body to grant a certificate, to a Judge of the High
Court sitting in Chambers.

18. A body which, having been a branch of a society, has
wholly seceded or been expelled from that society shall not there-
after use the name of that society or any name implying thatitis a
branch thereof, or the number by which it was designated as such
branch.

19. A society or branch may contribute to the funds, and take:
part by delegates or otherwise in the government of any other
society or branch of a society, as provided in the rules of that
first-named society or branch, without becoming a branch under
this Act of that other society or branch.

CONSEQUENCES OF REGISTRATION

20. Save as provided by section 31 the subscription of a person
being or having been a member of a society or branch shall not be
recoverable at law.

21. (1) Every society and branch shall have a registered office
to which all communications and notices may be addressed and
shall send to the Registrar notice of the situation of that office,
and of every change therein.

(2) In the case of a branch, the notice shall be sent to the
Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf by the soci-
ety of which the branch forms part. -

22. (1) Every society and branch shall have one or more trus-
tees, who shall be a member or members, as the case may be, of
the society or branch except the rules thereof shall otherwise
permit.

(2) The trustees shall be appomted at a meeting of the soc-
iety or branch, and by a resolution of a ma] ority of the members
present and entitled to vote.

(3) The society or branch shall within fourteen days of the
appointment send to the Registrar a copy of every resolution
appointing a trustee, signed by the trustee so appointed, and by
the secretary of the society or branch. However, if the Registrar is
not satisfied that the person appointed as a trustee of a society or
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branch is a fit and proper person the appointment shall be of no
effect.

(4) The same person shall not hold any other office in a
society or branch of which he is a trustee.

(5) In the case of a branch, the copy of the resolution shall
be sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that
behalf by the society of which the branch forms part.

23. (1) Any change in the names or addresses of the officers. Changeinlistof
shown on the list mentioned in section 7(2) shall be forthwith society.
communicated in writing to the Registrar by the secretary of a
society, and any secretary failing to make the communication
shall in the absence of reasonable excuse be guilty of an offence

under this Act.

(2) The Registrar shall keep a book (to be called the Regis-
ter of Friendly Societies) in which shall be entered—

(a) the name and address of the registered office of
every society;

(b) the names and addresses of the officers shown on the
list mentioned in section 7(2) and of all changes
therein.

(3) A copy of any entry in the Register of Friendly Societies
certified under the hand of the Registrar to be a true copy shall be
received in evidence in all courts of justice in Trinidad and
Tobago without further proof.

. 24. (1) Every society and branch shall cause contribution Distribution of
cards in the prescribed form to be issued to members for the cai
purpose of being filled in, returned, and dealt with in the pre-

scribed manner.

(2) Every member of a society or branch shall, not later
than 31st January in every year, send, deliver up or return to the
secretary of the society or branch his contribution card in respect
of the previous year for the purposes of audit.

25, Every society and branch shall— - ~ Manger of

) keeping

(a) cause its accounts to be regularly entered in the pre- "
scribed books, separate accounts being kept of all
moneys received or paid on account of every particu-
lar fund or benefit assured by the society or branch
for which a separate table of contributions payable is

L.R.C. 1/1980
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adopted, distinct from all moneys received and paid
on account of any other benefit or fund; and

(b) keep a separate account of the expenses of manage-
ment of the society and of all contributions on
account thereof.

Retumof 26. Once in every year, not later than 31st of January, every

mvestments.  Society and branch shall send to the Registrar a return made up to
the preceding 31st December inclusively, showing—

(a) the number of members on its roll provided that
every person who at any time during the year v-as a
financial member of the society or branch is
included;

‘(b) the amount of money on deposit in savings banks;.

(c) the amount of money invested in or on the securities
of any Municipal Corporation or incorporated
borough of Trinidad and Tobago;

() the amount of money invested in or on the security
of the stock, shares or debentures of any bank incor-
porated, or of any building society established and
registered, in Trinidad and Tobago or any Common-
wealth country; ‘

(e) the amount of money invested in real and leasehold
securities;

(f) the amount of money invested in shares in any co-
operative undertaking, with limited liability, the
shares of which are held by societies;

(g) the amount of money in the treasurer’s hands at the
close of work on 31st December aforesaid; and

(h) the amount of money invested in authorised trustee
securities.

26 ot 1964, 27. (1) Every society and branch shall, once at least every
year, at the prescribed time, submit its accounts for audit to the
auditor or auditors appointed under this Act.

(2) Every society and branch shall, subject to subsection
(3), pay the prescribed fees to the auditor or auditors referred to
in subsection (1).

(3) The Minister may contribute such sums to a society or
branch towards the payment of its audit fees as may from time to
time be prescribed.
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(4) The auditors shall—

(a) have access to all the books and accounts of a society
or branch;

(b) examine and certify the annual return required to be
made by section 28 with the contribution cards,
register of members, sick relief books, the record of
benef'ts paid to members, accounts, blotters, and
vouchers relating thereto;

(c) fully and corfectly answer the questionnaire addres-
sed to them by the Registrar relating to the audit of
the books and accounts of a society or branch;

(d) either sign the annual return as found by them to be
correct, duly vouched and in accordance with law, or
specially report to the society or branch and to the
Registrar in what respects they find it incorrect,
unvouched or not in accordance with law.

(5) For the purposes of carrying out an audit, an auditor
may by writing under his hand require any person to whom this
section applies—

(a) to produce at such time and place as may be fixed by
the Registrar, all books, cash, securities, deeds, con-
tracts, contribution cards, register of members,
record of benefits paid to members accounts, vou-
chers, receipts and such other documents as he may
deem necessary;

(b) to appear in person and to make and sign declara-
tions in respect of the correctness of any documents
referred to in paragraph (a).

(6) Where a person to.whom this section applies neglects or
refuses to comply with the requirements set out in subsection (5),
he is guilty of an offence under this Act; and where such person
knowingly and wilfully makes or signs a declaration referred to in
subsection (5)(b) which is untrue in any material particular, he is
guilty of an offence against section 8 of the Perjury Act.

(7) A person to whom this section applies shall not conduct
an audit of the accounts of a society or branch of which he is an
officer or member.

(8) An auditor shall—

(a) disallow every payment made without due authority
according to law;

Ch. 11:14.

L.R.O. 1/1980
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(b) surchage every such payment on the person incur-
ring or authorising it;

(c) charge against any person responsible therefor the
amount of any deficiency or loss caused by the neg-
ligence or misconduct of that person or any sum that
is not brought into account by that person, and shall
in every case certify the amount due from such per-
son.

(9) The Registrar may order any sum surcharged or balance
certified by an auditor under subsection (8) to be due from any
person to be paid by that person into the office of the Registrar
within a fixed period or periods not exceeding twelve months in
the aggregate.

(10) Where the sums surcharged or balance certified by an
auditor under subsection (8) is paid to the Registrar in accor-
dance with subsection (9), the Registrar shall pay such sums to
the society or branch thereof.

(11) Notwithstanding the payment of any sum to the Regis-
trar under subsection (10), proceedings under section 51 may be
taken at any time after the expiration of the period or periods
fixed by the Registrar under subsection (9), and the court may in
such proceedings take into consideration any payment ¢ or pay~
ments made under subsection (10).

(12) An auditor may summon any person to whom this
section applies and may require such person to supply such
information in respect of any transaction of a society or branch
thereof or the management of the affairs thereof as he may con-
sider necessary for the proper audit of the accounts of any such
society or branch.

(13) A person to whom this section applies shall, when
summoned in accordance with subsection (12), supply thie infor-
mation referred to in that subsection and if required to do so,
shall produce to the auditor at such time and place as may be
fixed by the Registrar, any cash, security, book, deed, contract,
contribution card, register of members or record of benefits paid
to the account of members.

(14) A person to whom this section applies who fails to
comply with any requirement of the auditor referred to in subsec-
tion (13) is liable on summary conviction to a fine of seven
hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for six months.

(15) An audit carried out under this section includes an
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examination of overdue debts and a valuation of the assets
and liabilities of a society or branch thereof.

(16) This section applies to any person who is or has
at any time been—
(a) an officer, agent or servant of a society;
(b) a member of a society or branch,
and to such other person as may in the opinion of the
auditor be able to supply information relating to any
transaction of a society or branch thereof.

(17) In this section ‘“Minister’” means the Minister
responsible for Finance.

28. (1) Every society and branch shall, once in every year,
not later than 31st of May, send to the Registrar a return
(in this Act called the annual return) of the receipts and
expenditure, funds, and effects of the society or branch as
audited.

(2) The annual return shall—
(a) show separately the expenditure in respect of the
several objects of the society or branch ; and
(b) be made out to the preceding 31st December
inclusively.
(3) The society or branch shall, together with the
annual return, send a copy of any special report of the
auditors.

(4) In the case of a branch, the annual return shall be
sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in that
behalf by the society of which the branch forms part.

(6) Every society and branch shall annually prepare
and send to the Registrar together with the annual return
of the society or branch returns relating to sickness and
death benefits and to maternity, dental, optical and other
benefits of the society or branch in accordance with the
prescribed forms made out to the preceding 31st December
inclusively.

29. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section the
Registrar shall require every society or branch, not less
than once in every five years, either—

(@) to cause its assets and Jiabilities to be valued by a
valuer to be appointed by the society or branch
and approved by the Registrar, and to send to
the Registrar a report on the condition of the
society or branch; or

Annual and
other returns.

Quinquennial
valuation.
[4 of 1983].

L.R.O. 1/1990
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(b) to send to the Registrar a return of the benefits
assured and contributions receivable from all the
members of the society or branch, and of all its
funds and effects, debts and credits, accompanied
by such evidence in support thereof as the
Registrar may require.

(2) If the society or branch sends to the Registrar the
report as aforesaid, the report shall—

(a) be signed by the valuer;

(b) state the address and calling or profession of the
valuer; and

(¢) contain an abstract to be made by the valuer of
the results of his valuation, together with a
statement containing such information with
respect to the benefits assured and the contribu-
tions receivable by the society or branch, and
of its funds and effects, debts and credits, as the
Registrar may require.

(3) If the society or branch sends to the Registrar the
return as aforesaid, the Registrar shall cause the assets and
liabilities of the society or branch to be valued and reported
on by some actuary, and shall send to the society or branch
a copy of the report and an abstract of the results of the
valuation.

(4) This section shall not apply to—

(a) a benevolent society, workingmen’s club, cattle
insurance society or branch thereof; or

(b) a specially authorised society or branch unless
it is so directed in the authority for registering
that society or branch.

(5) The Registrar may, with the approval of the
Minister, dispense with the provisions of this section in
respect of societies or branches to whose purposes or to the
nature of whose operations he may deem those provisions
inapplicable.

(6) If any society fails to comply with any of the
requirements of this section it is guilty of an offence against
this Act.

Copy of last 30. Every society and branch shall keep a copy of the last
balance sheet: 5 nnual balance sheet, and of the last quinquennial valuation
- together with any special report of the prescribed persons,
- always hung up in a conspicuous place of the registered

office of the society or branch.
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31. (1) The rules of a cattle insurance society or branch, and e insurance

of such specially authorised societies or branches thereof as the
Minister may allow to take the benefit of this section, shall bind
the society or branch and the members thereof, and all persons
claiming through them respectively, to the same extent as if each
member had subscribed his name thereto, and there were in the
rules contained an agreement on the part of himself, his heirs,
executors, and administrators to conform to the rules subject to
the provisions of this Act.

(2) All sums of money payable by a member to the society
or branch as aforesaid shall be deemed to be a debt due from the
member to the society or branch, and shall be recoverable as such
in the Petty Civil Court of the district in which the member
resides.

PRIVILEGES OF REGISTERED SOCIETIES

32. (1) Stamp duty shall not be chargeable upon any of the
following documents—

(a) draft or order or recelpt given by or to a reglstered
society or branch in respect of money payable by
virtue of its rules or of this Act;

(b) letter or power of attorney granted by any person as
trustee for the transfer of any money of a registered
society or branch invested in his name in the public
funds;

(c) bond given to or on account of a registered society or
branch or by the treasurer or other officer thereof;

(d) policy of insurance, or appointment or revocation of
appointment of agent, or other document required
or authorised by this Act or by the rules of a regis-
tered society or branch.

(2) Any affidavit or statutory declaration required or
authorised by this Act or by the rules of a registered society or
branch shall not be chargeable with the fifty cents that is required
to be paid by the affixing of stamps thereto.

(3) Customs duty shall not be chargeable for or in respect
of regalia, emblems, medals and other articles of ceremonial wear
or attire relating to societies.

23, (1) In the following cases, namely—

(a) upon the death or bankruptcy of any officer of a
society or branch having in his possession by virtue

and other
societies.

Exemption
from stamp and
other duties.

Priority on
death,
bankruptcy,
etc., of officer.
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of his office any money or property belonging to the
society or branch, or

(b) if any execution, attachment or other process is.
issued against any such officer or against his
property,

his executors or administrators, or trustee in bankruptcy, or the
Marshal or other person executing the process, respectively, shall,
upon demand in writing of the trustees of the society or branch, or
of any two of them, or of any person authorised by the society or
branch, or by the committee thereof, to make the demand, pay
the money and deliver over the property to the trustees of the
society or branch in preference to any other debt or claim against
the estate of the officer.

(2) In this section, the expression ‘‘bankruptcy” includes
liquidation of a debtor’s affairs by arrangement.

34. (1) The rules of a society or branch may provide for the:
admission of a person under eighteen years of age as a member.

(2) Any such member may, if he is over sixteen years of age
by himself, and if he is under that age by his parent or guardian,
execute all instruments and give all acquitances necessary to be
executed or given under the rules, but shall not be a member of
the committee, or a trustee, secretary, or treasurer of the society
or branch.

(3) The mother of an illegitimate child under sixteen years
of age shall, except there is an order of a court depriving her of
the custody of the child, exercise, on behalf of the child any
powers in. this section expressly or impliedly contained. If the
mother is dead, of unsound mind, in prison, or absent from
Trinidad and Tobago, the putative father of the child may exer-
cise any powers under this section.

35. (1) A society or branch may subscribe out of its funds to
the Government or to any hospital, infirmary, charitable or pro-
vident institution, any annual or other sum for the purpose of
securing to members of the society or branch and their families
the benefits of Government hospitals or of any other hospital,
infirmary, or other institution, according to its rules.

(2) A society may apply or donate each year from its funds
a sum not exceeding twenty-five cents in respect of every financial
member for the purpose, or towards the promotion or encour-~
agement, of education, science or art in Trinidad or Tobago.
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RigaTS OF MEMBERS

36. Every society and branch shall deliver to every person

Right to
supply copies

on demand, on payment of a sum not exceeding the cost of of the rul

printing, a copy of the Rules of the society or branch.

37. Every society and branch shall supply gratuitously
to every member or person interested in its funds, on his
application, either—

(#) a copy of the last annual return of the society or
branch; or

(b) a balance sheet or other document duly audited
containing the same particulars as to the
receipts and expenditure, funds, and effects, of
the society or branch as are contained in the
annual return.

38. A member or person having an interest jn, the funds of
a society or branch may inspect the books at all reasonable
hours at the registered office of the society or branch, or at
any place where the books are kept, except that the member
or person shall not, unless he is an officer of the society or
branch, or is specla]ly authorised by a resolution of the
society or branch to do so, have the right to inspect, save as
herein otherwise provided, the loan account of any other
member without the written congent of that member.

39. (1) A member, or person claiming through a member
of a society or branch shall not be entitled to receive more
than two thousand five hundred dollars by way of gross
sum, together with any bonuses or additions declared upon
assurances not exceeding that amount, or two hundred and
forty dollars a year by way of annuity, from any one or more
such societies or branches.

(2) Any such society or branch may require a member,
or person claiming through a member, to make and sign a
statutory declaration that the total amount to which that
member or person is entitled from one or more such societies
or branches does not exceed the sums aforesaid.

40. The Rules of a society or branch may provide for
accumulation of interest, for the use of any member, any
surplus of his contributions to the funds of the society or
branch which may remain after providing for any assurance
in respect of which they are paid and for the withdrawal of
the accumulations.

€8.
[4 of 1983].
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Service of

et Dorces. 41. (1) A person shall not, by reason. of his enrolment or
service as a member of any police, military, naval or air
force, lose or forfeit any interest in a society or branch which
he possesses at the time of his being so enrolled or serving, or
be fined or otherwise penalised for absence from or non-
attendance at any meeting of the society or branch, if his
absence or non-attendance is occasioned by the discharge
of his police, military, naval or air duty as certified by his
commanding officer, any Rules of the society or branch to the
contrary notwithstanding.

(2) A dispute between any such society or branch and
person by reason of that enrolment or service shall be
decided by the Registrar.

PropPERTY, FUNDS AND INVESTMENTS

Investment of 42. (1) The trustees of a society or branch may, with the
' consent of the committee or of a majority of the members
present and entitled to vote in general meeting, invest the
funds of the society or branch, or any part thereof, to any

amount in any of the following ways:

(@) in a savings bank;

(b) in the purchase of freehold land, orleasehold land
having an unexpired residue of not less than
twenty years, or in the erection or alteration of
offices or other buildings thereon;

(¢) in or on the securities of any Municipal Corpora-
tion or incorporated borough of Trinidad and
Tobago;

(d) in or on the security of the stock, shares or
debentures of any bank incorporated or building
society established and registered in Trinidad
and Tobago or in any Commonwealth country;

(e) in or on the security of leaseholds having an
unexpired residue of not less than twenty years;

(f) in any co-operative undertaking with limited
liability provided that such investment is first
approved by the Registrar; or

(9) in any investment in which trustees are for the
time being by law authorised to invest trust
funds.

(2) The Rules of a society with branches and
of any branch thereof may provide for the in-
vestment of funds of the society or of that branch
by the trustees of any branch, or by the trustees of
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the society, and the consent required for any such investment
shall be the consent of the committee, or of such majority as
aforesaid of the society or branch by whom the funds are invested.

43.(H A soc;lety and, subject to the rules of the soc1ety, a
branch may advance to a member of at least three years’ standing
any sum not exceeding one-half of the amount of an assurance on
his life, on the written security of himself and two satisfactory
sureties for repayment.

(2) The amount so advanced, with all interest thereon, may
be deducted from the sum assured, without prejudice in the
meantime to the operation of the security.

44. (1) A society may, out of any .separate loan fund to be

Loans to
assured
members.

Loans out of
separate loan

formed by contributions or deposits of its members, make loans fund

to members on their personal security, with or without sureties, as
may be provided by the rules, subject to the following restric-
tions:

(a) a loan shall not at any time be made out of money
contributed for the other purposes of the society;

(b) a member shall not be capable of holding any inter-
est in the loan fund exceeding one thousand five
- hundred dollars;

(c) a society shall not make any loan to a member on
personal security beyond the amount fixed by the
rules, or make any loan which, together with any
money owing by a member to the society, exceeds
two-thirds of the amount standing to the credit of
such member;

(d) a society shall not hold at any one time on deposit
from its members any money beyond the amount
fixed by the rules, and the amount so fixed shall not
exceed two-thirds of the total sums owing to the

'society by the members who have borrowed from

the loan fund;

(e) no member who is indebted to a society in respect of
a loan made to him by such society shall be accepted
as surety for another member of the said society.

(2) The rules shall fix the interest to be charged for loans

which in no case shall exceed twelve per cent a year, and the terms’

and conditions offered to contributors and depositors. Interest
shall be payable at such time as the committee shall determine.

L.R.O. 1/1980
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(3) Every society shall keep—

(a) a register of all contributors to or depositors in its
loan fund;

(b) a book showing particulars of loans made and dates
on which repayments are made;

"(c) a cash book in which all amounts received or paid for
any purpose of the loan fund shall be entered by the
responsible officer; and

(d) proper books of accounts in which shall-be posted all
entries from the cash and other books relating to the
loan fund.

(4) Once in every year, not later than 30th of June, a
schedule of all promissory notes and other securities and sums
held by or due to a society from its members as at the preceding
31st December in the operation of a loan fund shall be pre--
pared and signed by the trustees and lodged with the secretary,
and the same shall be open without charge to every member of
the society. The schedule shall give the date of maturity of every
such promissory note or other security and the accumulations of
‘interest due thereon as at the preceding 31st December.

Holdigofland:. 45, (1) A society or branch may (if the rules thereof so pro-
vide) hold or purchase freehold land, or take on lease land with
an unexpired residue of not less than twenty years, in the names
of the trustees of the society or branch, and may sell, exchange,
mortgage, lease, or build upon that land (with power to alter and
pull down buildings, and again rebuild) provided that no sale of
freehold or leasehold land of a society or branch shall be effected
by the trustees thereof save with the consent of the committee or
of a majority of the members present and entitled to vote in
general meeting; but a purchaser, assignee, mortgagee, or tenant
shall not be bound to enquire as to the authority of any sale,
exchange, mortgage, or lease by the trustees, and the receipt of
the trustees shall be a discharge for all sums of money arising
from or in connection with the sale, exchange, mortgage, or lease.

(2) A branch of a society need not for the purposes of this
section be separately registered.

(3) Nothing in this section shall authorise a benevolent soc-
iety to hold land exceedmg one acre in extent.

Vesting of 46. (1) All property belonging to a society shall vest in the-
P trustees for the time being of the society, for the use and benefit



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Friendly Societies Chap. 32:50

29

of the society and the members thereof, and of all persons claim-
ing through the members according to the rules of the society.

(2) The property of a branch of a society shall vest wholly
or partly in the trustees for the time being of that branch or of any
other branch of which that branch forms part (or, if the rules of
the society so provide, in the trustees for the time being of the
society) for the use and benefit either of the members of any such
branch and persons claiming through those members, or of the
members of the society generally, and persons claiming through
them, according to the rules of the society.

(3) The trustees shall not be liable to make good any defi-
ciency in the funds of the society or branch, but shall be liable
only for sums of money actually received by them respectively on
account of the society or branch.

47. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of a trustee of a.
society or branch, the property vested in that trustee shall, with-
out conveyance or assignment, and whether the property is real
or personal, vest, as personal estate subject to the same trusts, in
the succeeding trustees of that society or branch either solely or
together with any surviving or continuing trustees, and, until the
appointment of succeeding trustees, shall so vest in the surviving
or continuing trustees only, or in the executors or administrators
of the last surviving or continuing trustee. »

«8. In all legal proceedings whatsoever concerning any prop-
erty vested in the trustees of a society or branch, the property
may be stated to be the property of the trustees in their proper
names as trustees for the society or branch without further
description.

49. (1) A receipt under the hands of the trustees of a society
or branch, countersigned by the secretary, for all sums of money

secured to the society or branch by any mortgage or other assur-.

ance, being in the form contained in the Second Schedule, if
endorsed upon or annexed to the mortgage or other assurance,
shall vacate the mortgage or assurance and vest the property
therein comprised in the person entitled to the equity of redemp-
tion of that property, without reconveyance or re-surrender.

(2) If the mortgage or other assurance has been registered

in the registry of deeds in the office of the ™egi ‘rar Trenc-al, the-

Registrar General shall, on production of the receipt, verified by
oath of any persc, er ‘er s~ tisfz “tior. of the mortgage or charge

Devolution on
death.

Description in
legal
proceedings.

Discharge of
mortgages by
receipt
endorsed.

Second Schedule,
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made by the assurance on the register, and shall grant a
certificate, either upon the mortgage or assurance, or separately
to the like effect.

(3) The certificate shall be received in evidence in all courts
and proceedings without further proof.

(4) The Registrar General shall be entitled to make the
entry and grant the certificate for a fee of sixty cents, to be
apphed in like manner as other fees taken by the Reglstrar Gen-’
eral in his office.

OFFICERS IN RECEIPT OR CHARGE OF MONEY

.50. (1) Every officer of a society or branch having receipt or
charge of money shall, before taking upon himself the execution
of his office, become bound with one sufficient surety at the least
in a bond in the form set forth in Part IV of the Second Schedule
or give the security of a guarantee society or company, in such
sum as the society or branch directs, conditioned for his rendering
a just and true account of all sums of money received and paid by
him on account of the society or branch at such times as its rules -
appoint, or as the society or branch or the trustees or committee
thereof require him to do, and for the payment by him of all sums
due from him to the society or branch.

(2) Both the principal and the surety shall make a statutory
declaration testifying to the sufficiency of the security furnished
by the bond.

(3) The bond shall within fourteen days after execution
thereof be forwarded, together with the above-mentioned decla-.
ration, by the society to the Registrar, who shall thereupon issue
his certificate as to the lodgment thereof; and a copy of the bond
certified under the hand of the Registrar shall be receivable in
evidence without further proof of the contents or the execution
thereof.

7 (4) The committee of management of a society or branch or
the Registrar in their or his absolute discretion and without
assigning any reason for so doing, may require the principal at
any time to verify the sufficiency of the bond so given by him or to
furnish a fresh bond with one sufficient surety at the least.

(5) No two officers of a society or branch shall have the
same surety save in the case of a guarantee society or company
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nor shall any officer of a society or branch be or become surety
“for another officer of the said society or branch.

51. (1) Every officer of a society or branch having receipt or
charge of money shall, at such times as by the rules of the society
or branch he should render account, or upon demand made, or
notice in writing given or left at his last or usual place of resi-
dence, give in his account as may be required by the society or
branch, or by the trustees or committee thereof, or by the Regis-
trar, to be examined and allowed or disallowed by them or him,
and shall, on the like demand or notice, pay over -all sums of
money belonging to the society or branch and deliver all property
belonging to the society or branch in his possession or under his
‘control to such person as the society or branch, or the committee,
or the trustees, or the Registrar, may appoint. '

(2) In case of any neglect or refusal to deliver the account,
or to pay over the sums of money or to deliver the property in
manner aforesaid, the trustees or authorised officers of the soci-
ety or branch or the Registrar may sue upon the bond or security
mentioned above, or may apply to a Magistrate, who may order
the delivery of the account or property or the payment over of
such sums of money with costs, and in default of the delivery or
payment, the person making the default may be sentenced to
imprisonment for three months. '

PAYMENTS ON DEATH GENERALLY

52. (1) A member of a society (other than a benevolent society
or workingmen’s club) or branch thereof, not being under the age
of sixteen years, may, by writing under his hand delivered at or
sent to the registered office of the society or branch, or made in a
book kept at that office, nominate a person or persons to whom
any sum of money payable by the society or branch on the death
of that member, not exceeding five hundred dollars, shall be paid
at his decease, except that any rule or rules for the payment of
any sum of money by a society or branch on the death of a
member exceeding two hundred and forty dollars shall be subject
to the approval of the Registrar. The signature of every such

nominator shall be witnessed by at least one person of not less

than eighteen years of age.

(2) The sum of money payable by the society or branch on
the death of a member shall include sums of money contribuied
to or deposited in the separate loan account and the sums of

Accounts of
officers.

Member may
dispose of sums
payable on his
death by
nomination.
[28 of 1973].
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money accumulated for the use of the member under the provi-
sions of this Act with interest thereon.

(3) The person so nominated must not be an officer or ser-
vant of the society or branch, unless that officer or servant is the
husband, wife, father, mother, child, brother, sister, uncle, aunt,
nephew, or niece of the nominator.

(4) A nomination so made may be revoked or varied by any
similar document under the hand of the nominator, delivered,
sent, or made as aforesaid.

(5) The marriage of a member of a society or branch shall

-operate as a revocation of any nomination theretofore made by

that member under this section.

(6) A nomination or a variation or revocation of a nomina-
tion by writing or mark under the hand of a member of a branch
and delivered at or sent to the registered office of that branch, or-
made in a book kept at that office shall be effectual notwithstand-
ing that the money to which the nomination relates or some part
thereof is not payable by that branch, but is payable by the society
or some other branch.

(7) No nomination made by an illiterate person or person
incapable of writing through illness, infirmity or otherwise shall
be deemed to have any validity for any purpose whatsoever
unless the nomination is in writing and executed in manner
hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, it shall be made by a person
of the age of sixteen years or more; the nominator shall make his
mark thereto in the presence of a justice of the peace, barrister-
at-law, solicitor, medical practitioner, minister of religion or a
police officer not below the rank of corporal, or such functionary
may in the presence of the nominator and by his discretion sign
the name of the nominator thereto on his behalf; and such func-
tionary shall attest and subscribe the nomination but no form of
attestation shall be necessary. The provisions herein contained
shall likewise apply to every variation or revocation of a nomina-
tion by an illiterate person or a person incapable of writing
through illness, infirmity or otherwise.

53. (1) On the death of a nominator, the society or branch shall
pay to the nominee the amount due to the deceased member, not
exceeding the sum of five hundred dollars.

(2) The receipt of-a nominee over sixteen years of age for
any amount so paid shall be valid.
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(3) Where the nominee is unwilling or refuses to be
responsible for the funeral expenses of a deceased member or has
not applied for the moneys payable by the society or branch on
the death of the member within twelve hours after knowledge of
the death of the member has come to the secretary of the society
or branch of which the deceased was a member the secretary shall
be empowered in his discretion to make arrangements for the
funeral of the member and to defray his funeral expenses out of
moneys payable by the society or branch in respect of the death of
the member.

54. (1) If any member of a society or branch entitled from the
funds thereof to a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, dies
without having made a valid nomination thereof then subsisting,
the secretary may defray thereout the funeral expenses of the
deceased member and in the case of an intestacy the committee
may without letters of administration distribute the balance
among such persons as appear to a majority of the committee,
upon such evidence as they may think satisfactory, to be entitled
by law to receive that sum.

(2) If in the case of an intestacy, any such member is
illegitimate. and unmarried the committee may distribute the bal-
ance among the persons who, in the opinion of a majority of
them, would have been entitled thereto, if that member had been
legitimate, or if there are no such persons, the society or branch
shall deal with the money as the Minister may direct.

(3) Where for a period of three months after the death of a
member the committee fail or are unwilling or neglect to exercise
the power of distribution vested in them under the provisions of
this section the moneys payable on the death of the member of
the society shall be paid to the Administrator General to be dealt
with by him according to law.

~ 55. (1) A payment made by a society or branch, under the

foregoing provisions of this Act with respect to payments on

death generally to the person who at the time appears to a major-
ity of the committee to be entitled thereunder, shall be valid and
effectual against any demand made upon the trustees or the soci-
ety or branch by any other person, but the next of kin or lawful
representative of the deceased member shall have remedy for
recovery of the money so paid as aforesaid, against the person
who has received that money.

(2) Where the society or branch has paid money to a

Payment of
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nominee in ignorance of a marriage subsequent to the nomina-
tion, the receipt of the nominee shall be a valid discharge to the
society or branch.

(3) Where an infant, or other person under disability is
entitled to receive from a society or branch moneys payable on
the death of a member, such moneys shall be paid by the society
or branch to the Administrator General to the credit of the infant,
or other person under disability and the receipt of the Adminis-
trator General shall be a good discharge.

(4) The Administrator General may retain out of the said
moneys for fees of office three per cent thereof and shall pay or
apply the remainder to or for the care, maintenance, education or
benefit of the infant, or such person under disability as he may
think fit.

56. (1) Save as provided in subsection (2) a society or branch
shall not pay any sum of money upon the death of a member or
other person whose death is or ought to be entered in any register
of deaths, except upon the production of a certificate of that
death under the hand of the Registrar of deaths or other person
having care of the register of deaths in which that death is or
ought to be entered.

) (2) Where the death of such member or other person takes
place in a public institution a certificate of that death under the
hand of the superintendent or other person authorised in that
behalf by the superintendent shall be accepted as proof of death.

(3) This section shall not apply to deaths at sea, nor to-any
death certified by a Coroner to be the subject of a pending

.inquest.

PAYMENTS ON DEATH OF CHILDREN

S7. A society or branch shall not insure or pay on the death of
a child under five years of age any sum of money which, added to
any amount payable on the death of that child by any other
society or branch, exceeds one hundred and twenty dollars, or on
the death of a child of five years of age and over but under ten
years of age any sum of money which, added to any amount
payable on the death of that child by any other society or branch,
exceeds two hundred dollars.

58. A society or branch shall not pay any sum on the death of
a child under ten years of age except to the parent or guardian of
the child, ot to the personal representative of the parent or guar-
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dian, and upon the production by the parent or guardian or his
personal representative of a certificate of death issued by the
Registrar of deaths, or other person having the care of the regis-
ter of deaths, containing the particulars mentioned in this Act.

59. (1) Where application is made for a certificate of the
death of a child for the purpose of obtaining a sum of money from
a society or branch, the name of the society or branch, and the
sum sought to be obtained therefrom, shall be stated to the Regis-
trar of deaths.

(2) The Registrar of deaths shall write on or at the foot of
the certificate the words “to be produced to the society or branch
(naming the same) said to be liable for payment of the sum of
St (stating the same)”.

(3) All certificates of the same death shall be numbered in
consecutive order.

(4) A fee not exceeding twenty-five cents shall be charged
by the Registrar of deaths for each such certificate.

60. (1) A Registrar of deaths shall not give any one or more
certificates of death for the payment in the whole of any sum of
money exceeding one hundred and twenty dollars on the death of
a child under five years, or for the payment in the whole of a sum
exceeding two hundred dollars on the death of a child of five
years of age and over, but under ten years.

(2) A Registrar of deaths shall not grant any such
certificates unless the cause of death has been previously entered
in the register of deaths on the certificate of a Coroner, or of a
member of the Medical Board who attended the deceased child
during its last illness, or except upon the production of a
certificate of the probable cause of death under the hand of a
member of the Medical Board, or of other satisfactory evidence
thereof.

61. A society or branch to which is produced a \ certificate of -

the death of a child which does not purport to be the first shall,

before paying any money thereon, enquire whether any and what

sums of money have been paid on the same death by any other
society or branch.

62. Nothing in this Act respecting payments on the death of.

children shall apply to insurances on the lives of children of any
age, where the person insuring has an interest in the life of the
person insured.
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DISPUTES
Dediion of 63. (1) Every dispute between—

(a) a member or person claiming through a member or
under the rules of a society or branch, and the soci-
ety or branch or an officer thereof;

(b) any person aggrieved who has ceased to be a
member of a society or branch, or any person claim-
ing through the person aggrieved, and the society or
branch or an officer thereof;

(c) any branch of any society or branch and the society
or branch of which it is a branch;

(d) an officer of any such branch and the society or
branch of which that branch is a branch; or

(e) any two or more branches of any society or branch,
or any officers thereof respectively,

shall, subject to the express provisions of this section, be decided
in manner directed by the rules of the society or branch and the
decision so given shall be binding and conclusive on all parties
without appeal, and shall not be removable into any court or
restrainable by injunction; and application for the enforcement
thereof may be made to any Magistrate except that the parties to
the dispute may at any time by consent refer the dispute to the
Registrar who shall have power to hear and determine the dispute
as if it were a dispute ab initio before him as herein provided.

(2) Any party to a dispute in a society or branch may apply
to the Registrar to hear and determine the same, and the Regis-
trar may, if he thinks fit, and after proper notice given to the other
parties to the dispute, hear and determine the dispute; but the
Registrar may before proceeding to hear or determine a dispute
make or cause a preliminary investigation to be made into the
dispute with the object of ascertaining the facts and limiting the
issues and of endeavouring to bring about a voluntary settlement
between the parties to the dispute.

(3) For the purpose of hearing and determining any such
dispute the Registrar to whom a dispute is referred or to whom
application is made to hear and determine a dispute may adminis-
ter oaths, and may require the attendance of all parties con-
cerned, and witnesses, and the production of all books, docu-
ments and material objects relating to the matter in question.

(4) The Registrar to whom a dispute is referred or an appli-
cation is made to hear and determine a dispute shall have power
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to order the expenses of determining the dispute including fees to
legal practitioners to be paid either out of the funds of the society
or branch or by the parties to the dispute as he may in his absolute
_discretion think fit.

(5) The decision of the Registrar on any matter or question
in any such dispute shall be binding and conclusive on all parties
without appeal, and shall not be removable into any court or
restrainable by injunction.

(6) The decision given in respect of every dispute under this
. section shall be recorded in the prescribed form or as near thereto
as the circumstances of the case may require, and a copy thereof
duly signed by the Reglstrar issued to each and every party to the
dispute.

(7) Application for the enforcement of the determination
and order contained in any such decision may be made at any
time within two years from the date of the decision to any Magis-
trate together with an authenticated copy of the determination
and order. For the purpose of enforcing the decision the Magis-
trate shall have, enjoy and exercise in all respects the powers of
and attaching to a County Court in England.
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