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CHAPTER 286.
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.
AN ORDINANCE RELATII;IG To FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.
[112h January, '1918.]

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Friendly
Societies Ordinance,

9. In this Ordinance—

““ Amendment of Rule ’’ includes a new rule, and a
resolution rescinding a rule;

““ Branch > means any number of the members of
a society, under the control of a central body,
having a separate fund, administered by them-
selves or by a committee or officers appointed
by themselves, and bound to contribute to a fund
under the control of & central body;

* Committee >’ means the committee of management
or other directing body of a society or branch;

““ Land ”’ includes any interest in land;

“ Meeting ** 1ncludes (where the rules of a society or
branch so allow) a meeting of delegates appointed
by members;

“ Officer mcludes any trustee, treasurer, secretary,

or member of the committee of management of

a society or branch, or person appointed by the
society or branch to sue and be sued on its behalf;

*“ Persons claiming through a member >’ includes the
nominees of the member where nomination 18
allowed ; :

““ Property *’ includes all property whether real or
personal (including books and papers);
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““ Savings Bank *’ includes the Post Office Savings
Bank and any other prescribed Savings Bank;

‘“ Signed,”” in relation to a body corporate, means
sealed ; '

““ Society >’ means a society registered under this
Ordinance, and includes societies subsisting at the
commencement of this Ordinance to which the
provisions of this Ordinance apply.

The Registrar.

3. (1) There shall be a Registrar of friendly societies
(in this Ordinance called *‘ the Registrar ™).

(2) The Registrar shall be appointed by and shall
hold his office during the pleasure of the Governor.

(8) The Registrar shall be a barrister or solicitor of
not less than five years standing,

4. The Registrar shall in every year make a return to
the Governor containing, in respect of every society, the
following particulars :—

(@) The date of registration and the objects of the
- society;

(b) The number of members on the roll of the society
and the amount of money invested on real security
or deposited in a Savings Bank or in the trea-
surer’s hands on the preceding thirty-first day of
December;

(e) A statement as to whether or not the society is in
receipt of assistance from the Government;

(d) Buch -other matters as may be prescribed.

Regisiry of Societies.

5. The following societies shall be societies to which

" this Ordinance applies:— |

(1) Societies (in this Ordinance called friendly
societies) for the purpose of providing by volun-
tary subscriptions of the members thereof, with
or without the aid of donations, for—

(a) the relief or maintenance of the members,
their husbands, wives, children, fathers,
mothers, brothers or sisters, nephews or
nieces, or wards being orphans, during
sickness or other infirmity, whether bodily

The
Reogistrar.

Annual
return. by
Registrar.
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which this
Ordinance
applies.
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or mental, in old age (which shall mean
any age after fifty) or in widowhood, or
for the relief or maintenance of the crphan
children of members during minority; or

(b) insuring money to be paid on the birth of
a member’s child, or on the death of a
member, or for the funeral expenses of the
hushand, wife, or child of a member, or
of the widow of a deceased member; or

(¢) the relief or maintenance of the members
when on travel in search of employment,
or when in distressed circumstances, or in
case of shipwreck, or loss or damage of or
to boats or nets; or

(d) the endowment of members or nominees of
members at any age; or

(e) the insurance against fire, to any amount
not exceeding fifteen pounds, of the tools
or implements of the trade or calling of the
members :

Provided that this Ordinance shall not apply to
a friendly society which contracts with any person
for the assurance of an annuity exceeding fifty
pounds per annum, or of a gross sum exceeding
two hundred pounds;

(2) Societies (in this Ordinance called cattle insur-
ance societies) for the purpose of insurance to
any amount against loss of neat cattle, sheep,
lambs, swine, horses, and other animals by death
from disease or otherwise; :

(8) Societies (in this Ordinance called benevolent
societies) for amny benevolent or charitable
purpose; ‘ ' ‘

(4) Societies (in this Ordinance called working-men’s
clubs) for purposes of social intercourse, mutual
helpfulness, mental and moral improvement, and
rational recreation;

(5) Societies (in this Ordinance called specially autho-
rized societies) for any purpose which the
Governor may authorize as a purpose to which the
provisions of this Ordinance, or such. of them as
are specified in the authority, ought to ‘be
extended : , '
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" Provided that where any provisions of this
Ordinance are so specified those provisions only
shall be so extended.

8. (1) Every society to which this Ordinance applies
shall be registered under this Ordinance :

Provided always, that it shall be deemed to be a

sufficient compliance with the provisions of this section:

if, before any subscriptions or fees are collected from any
member, the Registrar, by writing under his hand, permits
any person named therein to take the necessary steps for
the formation of a society and if such society is in fact
registered within six months of such permission being given
as aforesaid.

(2) In the event of any contravention of the pro-
visions of this section, every secretary, trustee, member
of the committee, or other officer of an unregistered society
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding one pound for
every day during which such society remains unregistered.

7. (1) A society shall not be registered under this Ordi-
- nance unless it consists of seven persons at least.

(2) For the purpose of registry, there shall be sent to
the Registrar an application to register the society, signed
by seven members and the secretary, and copies of the
rules, together with a list of the names of the secretary,
of every member of the committee, and of every trustee or
. other officer intended to be authorized to sue and be sued
on behalf of the society.

(8) The rules of the society so sent shall, according
to the class in which the society is to be registered, con-
- tain provisions in respect of the several matters mentioned

in the First Schedule to this Ordinance.

8. A society shall not be registered under a name iden-
~ tical with that under which any other existing society is
- registered, or so nearly resembling that name as to be

-+ likely, or in any name likely, in the opinion of the

Registrar, to deceive the members or the public as to its
nature or its identity.

9. The Registrar, on being satisfied that a society has
complied with the provisions of this Ordinance as to
registry, shall issue to that society an acknowledgment

vor. 1v—45°
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of registry specifying the designation of the society
according to the classification set forth in this Ordinance,
and this acknowledgment shall be conclusive evidence that
the society therein mentioned is duly registered, unless it
is proved that the registry of the society has been sus-
pended or cancelled.

10. (1) From a refusal to register a society, an appeal
shall lie by the society to a Judge of the Supreme Court.

(2) If the refusal to register is overruled on appeal,
the Registrar shall give an acknowledgment of registry to
the society.

11. (1) An amendment of a rule made by a society
shall not be valid unti] the amendment has been registered
under this Ordinance, for which purpose copies of the
amendment, signed by three members and the secretary,
shall be sent to the Registrar.

(2) The Registrar shall, on being satisfied that any
amendment of a rule is not contrary to the provisions of
this Ordinance, issue to the society an acknowledgment of
registry of the amendment, and that acknowledgment shall
be conclusive evidence that the amendment is duly
registered.

(8) The provisions of this Ordinance as to appeals
from a refusal to register a society shall apply to a refusal
to register an amendment of a rule. ' :

12. A society (other than a benevolent society or work-
ing-men’s club) shall not be disentitled to registry by reason
of any rule for or practice of dividing any part of the
funds thereof if the rules of the society contain distinct
provision for meeting all claims upon the society existing
at the time of division before any such division takes place.

13. A society assuring a certain annuity shall not be
entitled to registry, unless the tables of contributions for
the assurance, certified by some actuary approved by the
Grovernor, who has exercised the profession of actuary for
at least five years, are sent to the Registrar -with the
application for registry.
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Societies with Branches.
14. (1) Where a society has branches, the application Regisry ot
for registry shall be accompanied with— sociclies with

(@) a list of all the branches, and notice of the
place where the reglstered office of each
branch is situate; and

(b) if any branch is to have trustees or officers
authorized to sue and be sued on its behalf,
other than the trustees or officers autho-
rized to sue and be sued on behalf of the
society, a list of the mnames of all such
trustees or officers, distinguishing the
branches for which they are authorized to
sue and be sued; and

(c) if the rules of all the branches (in this Ordi-
nance called branch rules) are or are in-
tended to be identical, a statement to that
effect, and copies of those rules; and

(d) if the branch rules are not or are not in-
tended to be identical, a statement to that
effect, and copies of all branch rules.

(2) A society having a fund under the control of a
- central body to which every branch is bound to contribute
- may be registered as a single society.

_ " 15. There shall be sent under the hand of the
secretary of a society to the Registrar—
(o) notice of the establishment of every mnew
branch of the society; and

(b) notice of the place where the registered office
of the branch is situate; and

(¢) if the branch is to have trustees or officers
authorized to sue and be sued on its behalf,
other than the trustees or officers autho-
rized to sue and be sued on behalf of the
society, a list of the names of such trustees
or officers; and

(d) a statement whether or not the rules of the
branch are identical with those of the other
branches of the society, and, if not so, a
copy of the rules of the branch.

YOI, 1v—d4bha
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Applicationof 16, The provisions of this Ordinance as to— _
rovisions to (@) the acknowledgment of registry of societies and
branches. amendments of rules; and
() appeals from refusals to register societies and
amendments of rules and the result thereof; and
(¢) the registry of the amendments of rules; and
(d) evidence of registry and of the appointment of
trustees and officers,
shall apply to branches and amendments of branch rules,
Requisites 17. (1) A body which has been registered as a branch

of a society shall not be registered as a society except on
production to the Registrar of a certificate, under the hand
of the chief secretary or other prmmpal officer of the
society of which it was a branch, that the body has wholly
seceded or has been expelled from the society.

(2) An appeal shall lie from the refusal of the chief
secretary or other principal officer of the society, or his
omigsion, after three months from the receipt of a request
il wntmg made on behalf of the body to grant a certifi-
cate, to a Judge of the Supreme Court.

18. A body which, having been a branch of a society,
has wholly seceded or been expelled from that society shall
not thereafter use the name of that society or any name
implying that it is a branch thereof, or the number by
which it was designated as such branch.

19. A society or branch may contribute to the funds,
and take part by delegates or otherwise in the government
of any other society or branch of a society, as provided
in the rules of that first-named society or branch, without
becoming a branch under this Ordinance of that other
society or branch.

Consequences of Registry.

20. Save as provided by section 31 of this Ordinance,
the subscription of a person being or having been a
member of a society or branch shall not be recoverable
at law.

21. (1) Every registered society and branch shall have
a registered office to which all communications and notices
may be addressed, and shall send to the Registrar notice -
of the situation of that office, and of every ohange therem
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(2) In the case of a branch, the notice shall be sent to
the Registrar through an officer appointed in that behalf
by the society of which the branch forms part.

22. (1) Every registered society and branch shall have
one or more trustees. . -

(2) The trustees shall be appointed at a meeting of
the society or branch, and by a resolution of a majority
of the members present and entitled to vote thereat.

- (8) The society or branch shall send to the Registrar

o copy of every resolution appointing a trustee, signed by

the trustee so appointed, and by the secretary of the society
or branch.

(4) The same person shall not be secretary or treasurer
of a registered society or branch and a trustee of that
society or branch.

(6) In the case of a branch, the copy of the resolu-
tion shall be sent to the Registrar through an officer
appointed in that behalf by the society of which the branch
forms part. :

28. Any change in the names shown on the list men-
tioned in sub-section (2) of section 7 of this Ordinance
shall be forthwith communicated in writing to the Regis-
trar by the secretary of a society, and any secretary failing
to make such communication shall be guilty of an offence
under this Ordinance.

24, Every society and branch shall cause contribution
cards in the prescribed form to be issued to members for
the purpose of being filled in, returned, and dealt with in

. ‘the prescribed manner.

25, Every society and branch shall—

(@) cause its accounts to be regularly entered in the
prescribed books, separate accounts being kept
of all moneys received or paid on account of
every particular fund or benefit assured by the
society or branch for which a separate table of
contributions payable is adopted, distinct from
all moneys received and paid on account of any
other benefit or fund; and

Appointment
of trustees.

Change in list
of officers of
gociety.

Distribution
of contribu-
tion cards.

Manner of
keeping
gocounts.
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i _ (b) keep a separate account of the expenses of manage-
i ment of the society and of all contributions on
account thereof.

Reburn of 26. Once in every year, not later than the thirty-first

members and gy of January, every society and branch shall send to the
Registrar a return showing the number of members on its,
roll, the amount of money deposited in Savings Banks,
the amount of money invested in real security, and the
amount of money in the treasurer’s hands on the preceding
thirty-first day of December.

Audit. 27. (1) Every society and branch shall, once at least in
every year, submit its accounts for audit to the prescribed
person or persons at the prescribed time and shall pay the
prescribed fees to such persons.

(2} The prescribed persons shall have access to all -
the books and accounts of the society or branch, and shall
examine the annuval return mentioned in this Ordinance,
and verify the annual return with the accounts, contribu-
tion cards, and vouchers relating thereto, and shall either
sign-the annual return as found by them to be correct,
duly vouched, and in accordance with law, or speolally
report to the soclety or branch in what respeots they find

it incorrect, unvouched, or not in accordance with law.

Annual 28. (1) Every society and branch shall, once in every

rebutns. year, not later than the thirty-first day of March, send
to the Registrar a return (in this Ordinance called the
annual return) of the receipts and expenditure, funds,
and effects of the society or branch as audited.

(2) The annual return shall —

(a) show separately the expenditure in respect.
of the several objects of the society or
branch; and

(b) be made out to the preceding thirty-first day
December inclusively. '

(3) The society or branch shall, together with the
anntal return, send a copy of any specml reporn of the
prescribed persons. :

(4) In the case of a branch, the annual return shali
be sent to the Registrar through an officer appointed in
that behalf by the society of which the branch forms part,
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29. (1) Every society and branch shall, except as in
this section provided, once at least in every five years
either—

(a) cause its assets and liabilities to be valued
by a valuer to be appointed by the society
or branch and approved by the Registrar,
and send to the Registrar a report on the
condition of the society or branch; or

(b) send to the Registrar a return of the benefits
assured and contributions receivable from
all the members of the society or branch,
and of all its funds and effects, debts and
credits, accompanied by such evidence in

support thereof as the Registrar prescribes.
(2) If the society or branch sends to the Registrar

such report as aforesaid, the report shall—

(a) be signed by the valuer; and

(b) state the address and calling or profession
of the valuer; and

{¢) contain an abstract to be made by the valuer
of the results of his valuation, together
with a statement contairning such infor-
mation with respect to the benefits assured

- and the contributions receivable by the

society or branch, and of its funds and
effects, debts and credits, as the Registrar
may require.

(3) If the society or branch sends to the Registrar
such return as aforesaid, he shall cause the assets and
liabilities of the society or branch to be valued and re-
“ported on by some actuary, and shall send to the society
or branch a copy of the report and an abstract of the results

of the valuation,

' . (4) Provided that this section shall not apply to—

(a) a benevolent society, working-men’s club,
cattle insurance society or branch thereof;
or B

(b) a specially authorized society or branch
unless it is so directed in the authority for
registering that society or branch.

(6) Provided also, that the Registrar may, with the

" approval of the Governor, dispense with the provisions

Quinguen-
nial
valuation.
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of this section in respect of societies or branches to whose
purposes or to the nature of whose operations he may deem
' those provisions inapplicable.

Copy of last 80. Every society and branch shall keep a copy of the

balance last annual balance. sheet, and of the last quinquennial
valuation, together with any special report of the auditors,
always hung up in a conspicuous place at the registered
office of the society or branch.

Cattle insur- 31. (1) The rules of a cattle insurance society or
amoo and — hyranch, and of such specially authorized societies or
societies. branches thereof as the Governor may allow to take the

benefit of this section, shall bind the society or branch
and the members thereof, and all persons claiming through
them respectively, to the same extent as if each member
bhad subscribed his name thereto, and there were in the.
rules contained a covenant on the part of himself, his
heirs, executors, and administrators to conform to the
rules subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, ‘

(2) All sums of money payable by a member to such
society or branch as aforesaid shall be deemed to be a debt
due from the member to the society or branch, and shall
be recoverable as such in the Petty Civil Court of the
distriet in which the member resides. '

Privileges of Registered Societies.

Exemptions 82, Stamp duty shall not be chargeable upon any of
from stamp  the following documents :— -

duty.

f (a) Draft or order or receipt given by or to a regis-
tered society or branch in respect of money pay-
able by virtue of its rules or of this Ordinance;

(b) Letter or power of attorney granted by any person
as trustee for the tramsfer of any money of a
registered society or branch invested in his name
in the public funds; o

(¢} Bond given to or on account of a registered society
or branch or by the treasurer or other officer .
thereof ; ' L

(d) Policy of insurance, or appointment or revocation
of appointment of agent, or other document re- -
quired or anthorized by this Ordinance or by the
vules of a registered society or branch. o

TP
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383. (1) In: the following cases, namely :—

(@) Upon the death or bankruptcy of any officer
of a society or branch having in his posses-
sion by virtue of his office any money or
property belonging to the society or branch;
or .

(b) If any execution, attachment, or other pro-
cess is issued against any such officer or
agalnst his property, : _

- his executors or administrators, or trustee in bankruptcy,

or the Marshal or other person executing the process,

. respectively, shall, upon demand in writing of the trustees

- of the society or branch, or of any two of them, or of any

- person authorized by the society or branch, or by the com-

mittee thereof, to make the demand, pay the money and

* deliver over the property to the trustees of the society or

. branch in preference to any other debt or claim against

‘the estate of the officer.

~ . (2) In this section, the expression ‘‘ bankruptcy

“.ghall include liquidation of a debtor’s affairs by

“arrangement.

~ 84. (1) The rules of a registered society or branch may
. provide for the admission of a person under twenty-one
- years of age as a member.

: (2) Any such member may, if he is over sixteen years
- of age by himself, and if he is under that age by his
 parent or guardian, execute all instruments and give all
. acquittances necessary to be executed or given under the
< rules, but shall not be a member of the committee, or a
trustee, manager, or treasurer of the society or branch.

 85. A society or branch may subscribe out of its funds
.o any hospital, infirmary, charitable or provident institu-
. tion, any annual or other sum which may be necessary
- to secure- to members of the society or branch and their
.families the benefits of the hospital, infirmary, or other
" Institution, according to its rules. ‘

Rights of Members.

. '_36.- Every society and branch shall deliver to every
- person on demand, on payment of a sum not exceeding
- one shilling, a copy of the rules of the society or branch.

Priority on
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Righ to 87. Every society and branch shall supply gratuitously
g‘gggg ®  to every member or person. interested in its funds, on h1s
acnual . application, either—

return.

(@) a copy of the last annual return of the somety :
or branch; or

() a balance sheet or other document duly audited
contalning the same particulars as to the receipts
and expenditure, funds, and effects, of the society
or branch as are cont amed in the annual return,

Inspection of 88, A member or person having an interest in the funds.
bookeoy  of a registered society or bramch may inspect the books:
at all reasonable hours at the registered office of the society
or branch, or at any place where the books are kept, except
that the member or person shall not, unless he is an officer
of the society or branch, or is Specmlly authorized by a
- resolution of the society or branch to do so, have the right
to inspect the loan account of any other member without °
the written consent of that member, o

L

Limitation of 39, (1) A member, or person claiming through a mem--
' ber, of a friendly somety or branch shall not be entitled
to receive more than two hundred pounds by way of gross
sum, together with any bonuses or additions declared upcn
,F , assurances not exceeding that amount, or fifty pounds a
| _ year by way of annuity, from any one or more such societies
or branches.

(2) Any such society or branch may require a member,
or person claiming through a member, to make and sign
a statutory declaration that the total amount to which .
that member or person is entitled from one or more such -
societies or branches does not exceed the sums aforesaid.

Acowmulation - 40, The rules of a society. or branch may provide for
o e @ accumulating at interest, for the use of any member, any -

contribu-
||EE tions. surplus of his contributions to the funds of the society -
.. or branch which may remain after providing for any assar- -
i ance in respect of which they are paid and for the with-’
‘ drawal of the accumulations. :
i
| lh“ Service in 41. (1) A person shall not, by reason of his enrolment
- ” o Jolmeerop gervice in the Volunteer Force, lose or forfeit any
| interest in a friendly society or branch which he possesses .

N at the time of his being so enrolled or servmg, or be fined
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for absence from or non-attendance at any meeting of the
‘society or branch, if his absence or non-attendance 1is
occasioned by the discharge of his military duty as certi-
fied by his commanding officer, any rules of the soclety
~ or branch to the contrary notwithstanding. (4s amended
by 300f 1921, 5. 6.)

(2) A dispute between any such society or branch
~ and person by reason of that enrolment or service shall
 be decided by a Magistrate. .

7 Property, Funds, and Investments.
a2 (1) The trustees of a society or branch may, with

.. the consent of .the committee or of a majority of the mem-

bers present and entitled to vote in general meeting, invest
the funds of the society or branch, or any part thereof,
to any amount in any of the following ways :(—

(@) In a Savings Bank; or
(b) In the purchase of land, or in the erection

or alteration of offices or other buildings
thereon ; or

(¢) Upon any other security expressly directed
by the rules of the society or branch, not
being personal security, except as in this
Ordimance authorized with respect to
loans; or

(d) In any investment in which trustees are for
the time being by law aunthorized to invest
trust funds. :

(2) The rules of a society with branches and of any
‘branch thereof may provide for the investment of funds
of the Society or of that branch by the trustees of any
branch, or by the trustees of the society, and the consent
- required for any such investment shall be the consent of

- - the committee, or of such majority as aforesaid of the

society or branch by whom the funds are invested.

- 48. (1) A society and, subject to the rules of the society,
~a branch may advance to a member of at least one full
year’s ‘standing any sum not exceeding one half of the
amount of an assurance on his life, on the written security
of himself and two satisfactory sureties for repayment.

Investment
of funds.

Loans to
assured
members,
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~ prejudice in the meantime to the operation of the security.

Loans out of
separate loan
fund.

Holding of

land.

Vesting of
PYOpELTY.

(2) The amount so advanced, with all interest
thereon, may be deducted from the sum assured; withous

44. A society may, out of any separate loan fund to be
formed by contributions or deposits of its members, make
loans to members on their personal security, with or with-

-out sureties, as may be provided by the rules, subject to

the following restrictions :—

* (@) A loan shall not at any time be made out of money
contributed for the other purposes of the society;

(b) A member shall not be capable of holding any
interest in the loan fund exceeding two hundred
pounds;

(¢) A society shall not make any loan to a member
on personal security beyond the amount fixed by
the rules, or make any loan which, together with
any money owing by a member to the society,
exceeds fifty pounds;

(d) A society shall not hold at any one time on deposit

. from its members any money beyond the amount
fixed by the rules, and the amount so fixed shall
-not exceed twothirds of the total sums owing to
the society by the members who have borrowed
from the loan fund.

45, (1) A society or branch may (if the rules therecf
so provide) hold, purchase, or take on lease in the names
of the trustees of the society or branch any land, and may
sell, exchange, mortgage, lease, or build upon that land
(with power to alter and pull down buildings and again

‘rebuild), and a purchaser, assignee, mortgagee, or tenant

shall not be bound to enquire as to the authority for any
sale, exchange, mortgage, or lease by the trustees, and the
receipt of the trustees shall be a discharge for all sums of
money arising from or in connection with the sale,
exchange, mortgage, or lease. )

(2) A branch of a society need not for the purposes
of this section be separately registered.

(8) Nothing in this section shall authorize a benevo-
lent society to hold land exceeding one acre in extent.

46. (1) All property belonging to a s;ociety shall V{z%

in the trustees for the time being of the society, for the
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use and benefit of the society and the members thereof, |

~ and of all persons claiming through the members according
to the rules of the society. ,

(2) The property of a branch of a society shall vest
wholly or partly in the trustees for the time being of that
pranch or of any other branch of which that branch forms
part (or, if the rules of the society so provide, in the
trustees for the time being of the society), for the use and
penefit either of the members of any such branch and
persons claiming through those members, or of the members

- of the society generally, and persons claiming through them,
according to the rules of the society.

(8) The trustees shall not be liable to make good any
deficiency in the funds of the society or branch, but shall

i be liable only for sums of money actually received by them

- respectively on account of the society or branch.

R 47. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of a trustee

of a society or branch, the property vested in that trustee
shall, without conveyance or assignment, and whether the
property is real or personal, vest, as personal estate subject
to the same trusts, 1n the succeeding trustees of that society
or branch either solely or together with any surviving or
continuing trustees, and, until the appointment of succeed-

- ing trustees, shall so vest in the surviving or continuing

trustees only, or in the executors or administrators of the
last surviving or continuing trustee.

- 48. In all legal proceedings whatsoever concerning any

property vested in the trustees of a society or branch, the
property may be stated to be the property of the trustees
in their proper names as trustees for the society or branch

. without further description.

49, (1) A receipt under the hands of the trustees of a
society or branch, countersigned by the secretary, for all
sums of money secured to the society or branch by any
- mortgage or other assurance, being in the Form contained

in the Second Schedule to this Ordinance, if endorsed upon
or annexed to the mortgage or other assurance, shall
vacate the mortgage or assurance and vest the property

~ therein comprised in the person entitled to the equity of

redemption of that property, without reconveyance or
re-surrender,

Devoluetion
on death,

_Desoription
in legal
proceedings,

Discharge of
mortgages by
receipt en-
dorsed.
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(2) If the mortgage or other assurance has been
registered in the registry of deeds in the office of the
Registrar-General, the Registrar-General shall, on pro-
duction of the recelpt verilied by oath of any person,
enter satisfaction of the mortgage or charge made by the
assurance on the register, and shall grant a certificate,
either upon the mortgage or assurance, or separately to the
like effect.

(3) The certificate shall be received in evidence in
all Courts and proceedings without further proof. -

(4) The Registrar-General shall be entitled for
making the said entry and granting the said certificate to
a fee of two shillings and sixpence, to be applied in like
manner as other fees taken by the Registrar-General in
his office.

Officers in Receipt or Charge of Money.

50. Every officer of a society or branch having receipt
or charge of money shall, before taking upon himself the
execution of his office, become bound with one sufficient
surety at the least in a bond in the Form contained in the
Second Schedule to this Ordinance, or give the security of
a guarantee society, in such sum as the society or branch
directs, conditioned for his rendering a just and true
account of all sums of money received and paid by him on
account of the society or branch at such times as its rules
appoint, or as the somety or branch or the trustees or com-
mittee thereof require him to do, and for the payment by
him of all sums due from him to the society or branch.

51. (1) Every officer of a society or branch having
receipt or charge of money shall, at ‘such times as by the
rules of the society or branch he should render account, or
upon demand made, or notice in writing given or left at ‘his
last or usual place of residence, give in his account as may
be required by the society or branch, or by the trustees or
committee thereof, to be examined and allowed or dis- -
allowed by them, and shall, on the like demand or notice,
pay over all sums of money and deliver all property in his
hands, or custody to such person as the society or branch,

~ or the committee or the trustees, appoint.

(2) In case of any neglect or refusal to deliver the
account, or to pay over the sums of money or to deliver the
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~ property in manner aforesaid, the trustees or authorized
- officers of the society or branch may sue upon the bond or
security before mentioned, or may apply to a Magistrate,
who may order the delivery of such account or property or
the payment over of such sums of money with costs, and,
. in default of such delivery or payment, the person making
" guch default may be sentenced to imprisonment, with
 or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding three
. months; and the order of such Magistrate shall be final
and conclusive, :

Payments ‘on Death generally.

B2, (1) A member of a society (other than a benevolent
- society or working-men’s club) or branch thereof, not being
- under the age of sixteen years, may, by writing under his
© hand delivered at or sent to the registered office of the
- society or branch, or made in a book kept at that office,
- nominate a person to whom any sum of money payable by
- the society or branch on the death of that member, not
exceeding fifty pounds, shall be paid at his decease.

_ (2) The sum of money payable by the society or branch
© on the death of a member shall include sums of money
contributed to or deposited in the separate loan account and
the sums of money accumulated for the use of the member
under the provisions of this Ordinance with interest
- thereon. :

: (8) The person so nominated must not be an officer or
- servant of the society or branch, unless that officer or
 servant is the husband, wife, father, mother, child, brother,
sister, nephew, or niece of the nominator.

(4) A nomination so made may be revoked and varied
by any similar document under the hand of the nominator,
 delivered, sent, or made as aforesaid. .

() The marriage of a member of a society or branch
- shall operate as a revocation of any nomination theretofore
- made by that member under this section. - ~

_ (6) A nomination or a variation or revocation of a
nomination by writing under the hand of a member of a
branch and delivered at or sent to the registered office of
. that branch, or made in a book kept at that office, shall

. be effectual notwithstanding that the money to which the
nomination relates or some part thereof is not payable by

Member may
dispose of
sums payable
on his death
by nomina
tion.
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that branch, but is payable by the society or some other -
branch.

r Progoedings 53. (1) On receiving satisfactory proof of the death of .
l on death of & 9 nominator, the society or branch shall pay to the nominee
: ' the amount due to the deceased member, not exceeding the
said sum of fifty pounds.

(2) The receipt of a nominee over sixteen years of
age for any amount so paid shall be valid.

Tntestacy. 54. (1) If any member of a society or branch entitled
from the funds thereof to a sum not exceeding fifty pounds,
dies intestate and without having made any nomination
thereof then subsisting, the society or branch may, without
letters of administration, distribute the sum among such
persons as appear to a majority of the trustees, upon such

7 evidence as they may deem satisfactory, to be entitled by

K law to receive that sum.

(2) 1If any such member is illegitimate, the trustees
may pay the sum of money which that member might have
nominated to or among the persons who, in the opinion of
I : a majority of them, would have been entitled thereto if

i that member had been legitimate, or if there are no such
persons, the society or branch shall deal with the money
L as the Governor may direct.

’fi; Validity of 55. (1) A payment made by a society or branch, under
Lo payments - the foregoing provisions of this Ordinance with respect to
payments on death generally to the person who at the time -
appears to a majority of the trustees to be entitled
thereunder, shall be valid and effectual against any demand

made upon the trustees or the society or branch by any

ol other person, but the next of kin or lawful representative
' of the deceased member shall have remedy for recovery of
the money so paid as aforesaid, against the person who
has received that money.

(2) Where the scciety or branch has paid money to
_a nominee in ignorance of a marriage subsequent to the
nomination, the receipt of the nominee shall be a valid
discharge to the society or branch. '

Cortificates of 56, (1) A society or branch shall not pay any sam of
death. money upon the death of a member or other person whose
death is or ought to be entered in any register of deaths,
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except upon the production of a certificate of that death
under the hand of the registrar of deaths or other person
‘. having care of the register of deaths in which that death
s or ought to be entered.

_ (2) This section shall not apply to deaths at sea, nor
 to any death certified by a coroner to be the subject of a
- pending inquest.

Payments on Death of Children,

. BY7. A society or branch shall not insure or pay on the Limitation of
- death of a child under five years of age any sum of money ;ﬁ;ﬁi‘

. which, added to any amount payable on the death of that

- child by any other society or branch, exceeds six pounds, or

©on the death of a child under ten years of age any sum of

- money which, added to any amount payable on the death

of that child by any other society or branch, exceeds fen

. pounds.

B8, A society or branch shall not pay any sum on the Person to
. death of a child under ten years of age except to the ﬂ;ﬁﬁaé’g
. parent of the child, or to the personal representative of bemade.

~ the parent, and upon the production by the parent or his
~personal representative of a certificate of death issued by

the registrar of deaths, or other person having the care of

the register of deaths containing the particulars. men-

" tioned in this Ordinance.

© B9. (1) Where application is made for a certificate of Particutars’
- the death of a child for the purpose of obtaining a sum of % .
money from a society or branch, the name of the society

or branch, and the sam sought to be obtained therefrom,

shall be stated to the registrar of deaths.

(2) The registrar of deaths shall write on or at the
- foot of the certificate the words “ to be produced to the
| society or branch (naming the same)
said to he 11able for payment of the sum of £ (stating
the same).”

9 (3) All certificates of the same death shall be.
) Pumbered in consecutive order.

g (4) A fee not exceeding one shilling shall be charged
- - by the registrar of deaths for each such certificate.

VOL. Tv—A46
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60. (1) A registrar of deaths shall not give a,ﬁy one
or more certificates of death for the payment in the whole -
of any sum of money exceeding six pounds on the death

of a child under five years, or for the payment in the whole -

of a sum exceeding ten pounds on the death of a child
under ten years.

(2) A registrar of deaths shall not grant any sueh
certificate unless the cause of death has been previously
entered in the register of deaths on the certificate of s
Coroner, or of a member of the Medical Board Who
attended the deceased child during its last illness, or except
upon the production of a certificate of the probable cause
of death under the hand of a member of the Medical
Board, or of other satisfactory evidence thereof.

B61. A society or branch to which is produced a certifi-
cate of the death of a child which does not purport to be
the first shall, before paying any money thereon, enquire
whether any and what sums of money have been paid on
the same death by any other society or branch.

62, Nothing in this Ordinance respecting payments on
the death of children shall apply to insurances on the
lives of children of any age, where the person insuring has
an interest in the life of the person insured.

Disputes.

63. (1) Every dispute between— -

(¢) a member or person claiming through a
member or under the rules of a society or
branch, and the society or branch or an
officer thereof or

(b} any person aggrleved who has ceased to be :
a member of a society or branch, or any
person claiming through such person
aggrieved, and the somety or branoh or an
officer thereof; or

(¢} any branch of any society or bra,neh and the
society or branch of which it is a branch; or

(d) an officer of any such branch and the society

“or branch of which that branch is a bra,nch ;
o .
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(¢) any two or more branches of any society or
~branch, or any officers thereof respectively,

ghall, subject to the express provisions of this section, be
. decided in manmer directed by the rules of the society or
branch, and the decision so given shall be binding and
conclusive on all parties without appeal, and shall not be
removable into any Court of law or restrainable by injunc-
tion; and application for the enforcement thereof may be
made to any Magistrate.

(2) Any party to a dispute in a society or branch may
apply to the Registrar to hear and determine the same, and
the Registrar may; if he thinks fit, and after proper notice

~given to the other parties to such dispute, hear and

-determine such dispute, and shall have power to order the
expenses of determining the dispute to be paid either out
of the funds of the society or branch, or by such parties to
the dispute as he may think fit, and his determination and
order shall have the same effect and be enforceable in like
mauner as a decision made in the manner directed by the
rules of the society or branch. _

__ (3) For the purpose of hearing and determining any
such dispute, the Registrar to whom a dispute is referred
-may administer oaths, and may require the attendance of
all parties concerned, and of witnesses, and the production

“of all books and documents relating to the matter in

“question. '

_ (4) Where the rules contain no direction as to dis-
putes, ‘or where no decision is made on a dispute within
forty days after application to the society or branch for a

‘reference under its rules, or where the Registrar refuses
to hear and determine a dispute, the member or person

‘aggrieved may apply to a Magistrate, who may hear and

-determine the matter in dispute; but in the case of a
society with branches the said forty days shall not begin to
run until application has been made in suceession to all the
bodies entitled to determine the dispute under the rules of
-the society or branch; so however that no rules shall require

a greater delay than three months between each successive ,

-determination. ‘

-~ (B) Notwithstanding anything contained in the
Arbitration Ordinance or in any other Ordinance, @he
Magistrate and the Registrar or any arbitrator or umpire
© VOL, Tv—464

Cap. 77,
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to whom a dispute is referred under the rules of a society
or branch shall not be compelied to state a special case on
any question of law arising in the case, but the Magistrate
or Registrar may, at the request of either party, state s
case for the opinion of the Supreme Court, on any question
of law, and may also grant to either party such discovery
as to documents and otherwise, or such inspection of
documents, as might be granted by the Supreme Court,
and the discovery shall be made on behalf of the society or
branch by such officer thereof as the Court or Registrar
may determine. :

(6) In this section, the expression “ dispute ” includes
any dispute arising on the question whether a member or
person aggrieved is entitled to be or to continue to be a
member or to be reinstated as a member, but, save as
aforesaid, in the case of a person who has ceased to be a
member, does not include any dispute other than a dispute
on a question between him and the society or branch or
an officer thereof which arose whilst he was a member, or
arises out of his previous relation as a member to that
society or branch. .

Change of Name, Amalgamation, and Conversion of
Societies. '

64. (1) A society may, by special resolution, with the
approval in writing of the Registrar, change its name, and
shall not change its name in any other manner.

(2) Any such change of name shall not affect any -
right or obligation of the society, or of any member thereof,
and any pending legal proceedings may be continued by or
against the trustees of the scciety, or any other officer who
may sue or be sued on behalf of the society, notwithstand-
ing its new name. '

65. (1) Any two or more societies may, by special
resolution of both or all such societies, become amalgamated
together as one society, with or without any dissolution or
division of the funds of those societies or either of them.

(2) A society may, by special resclution, transfer its
engagements to any other society which may underfake to
fulfil the engagements of that society. ‘
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(3) A special resolution by a fneudly sbmety for an
amalgamation or transfer of eﬂgagemems under thisg Ol‘dl—
nance shall not be valid without— i

(a) the assent thereto of five: SU{ths in value of
the members, given either at the meetings
at which the resolutiof is, according to the
provisions of this Ordmance passed and
confirmed, or at one of them or, if the
members were not present thereat‘, in
writing; and

(b) the written consent of every person receiv-
ing or entitled to any relief, annuity, or
other benefit from the funds of the society,

~ unless the claim of that person is first duly
satisfied, or adequate provision is made for
sa,tlsfymg that claim.

(4) Provided that on application of the trustees or
committee of a friendly society desiring to amalgamate or
transfer its engagements, and upon notice of that appli-
cation being published in the Royal Gazetie, the Registrar,
after hearing the trustees or committee and any other
persons whom he considers entitled to be heard upon the
application, may, with the consent -of a Judge, order that
any of the assents, consents, and conditions required by this
Ordinance, or b'y any re-gula,tions made under this Ordi-
nance, be dispensed with, and may confirm the amalgama-
tion or transfer.

(5) A society consisting wholly of members under
twenty-one years of age, and a society or branch or branches
of a society having members above twenty-one years of
age, may, by resolutions registered in the manner required
for the registration of an amendment of rules, become

amalgamated together as one society or branch, or provide’

- for distributing among several branches the members of a
- society consisting wholly of members under twenty-one
. years of age, and the other provisions of this section shall
- mnot apply to that amalgamation. :

' (6) The value of members shall be ascertained by
giving one vote to every member, and an additional vote
for every five years that he has been. a member, but to no
one member more than five votes in the whole.

(7) If any member of a friendly society which has
amalgamated or transferred its engagements; or if any
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person claiming any relief, annuity, or other benefit from
the funds thereof, 1s dissatisfied with the provision. made
for satisfying his claim, that member or person may apply
to the ‘Magistrate of the district within which the chief
or any other place of business of the society is situate for
relief or other order, and such Magistrate shall have the
same powers in the matter as in regard to the settlement
of disputes under this Ordinance.

66. (1) A registered society may, by spectal resolution,
determine to convert itself into a company under the
Companies Ordinance, or to amalgamate with or transfer
its engagements to any such company.

(2) If a special resolution for converting a society
into a company contains the particulars required by the

. Companies Ordinance to be contained in the memorandum

" Saving for

right of

~ creditors.

Mesaning of
special
resolution,

of assoclation of a company, and a copy thereof has been
registered with the Registrar, a copy of that resolution
under the hand of the Registrar shall have the same effect
as a memorandum of association duly signed and attested
under the said Ordinance.

(3) If a society is registered as, or amalgamates with,
or transfers all its engagements to, a company, the reglstry
of the society under this Ordinance shall ‘thereupon
become void, and shall be cancelled by the Registrar; but the
registr‘ation of a society as a company shall not affect any
right or claim subsisting against that society, or any
penalty incurred by that society; and for the purpose of
enforcing any such right, claim, or penalty, the society may
be sued and proceeded against in the same manner as if it
had not become registered as a company; and every such
right or claim, or the liability to any such penalty, shall
have priority, as against the property of the company, over
all other rights or claims agamst or liabilities of the
company. :

67. An amalgamation or transfer of engagements in
pursuance of this Ordinance shall not prejudice any right
of a creditor of either or any society party thereto.

68. TFor the purposes of this Ordinance, a specm,l resolu-
tion shall mean a resolution which is—

(@) passed by a majority of not less than three-fourths

of such members of a society, entitled under the

rules to vote, as may be present in person or by




FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. [CAP. 286.

3361

proxy (where the rules allow proxies) at any
gencral meeting of which notice specifying the
intention to propose that resolution has been duly
given according to the rules; and _
(b) confirmed by a majority of such members, entitled
under the rules to vote, as may be present in person
or by proxy. (where the rules allow proxies) at a
subsequent general meeting of which notice has
been duly given, held not less than fourteen days
nor more than one month from the day of the
, meeting at which such resolution was first passed.
At any meeting mentioned in this section a declaration
by the chairman that the resolution has been carried shall
be conclusive evidence of the fact. :

60. A copy of every special resolution for any of the
purposes mentioned in this Ordinance, signed by the
chairman of the meeting and countersigned by the secre-

tary, shall be sent to the Registrar’s office and registered.

by him, and until that copy is so registered the special
resolution shall not take effect.

Inspection : Cancelling and Suspension of Registry :
Dissolution.

. 70. (1) The Registrar may, if he thinks fit, appoint an
o accountant to inspect the books of a society and to report
thereon at the costs and charges of the society.

(2) In case any member of a society applies to the
Regigtrar to direct an inspection of the books of such
society, the Registrar may, in his absolute discretion, make
it a condition of granting the applicafion that such member

sufficient to cover the costs and charges of such inspection.

(3) The Registrar may, after the inspection is over,
and 1in his absolute discretion, either return such sum to
the member or cause to be repaid to the society the costs
to which it has been put in and over such inspection out
of such sum; the balance, if any, being returned to the
member so depositing as aforesaid. _

(4) A person appointed under this section shall have
power to make copies of any book of the society, and to
take extracts therefrom, at all reasonable hours, at the

deposit such sum as will be, in the opinion of the Registrar,’

Registration
of special
resolubions.

Ingpection of
books,
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registered office of the society or at any place where the
books are kept.

(6) Any person, whether connected with the society
or not, who hinders, obstructs, or molests any person
appointed by the Registrar to inspect the books of such
society shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fen pounds,
or to imprisonment, with or without hard labhour, for any
term not exceeding one month, or to both. '

71. (1) The Registrar may—

(@) if he thinks fit, at the request of a society,
to be evidenced in such manner as he may
direct; or

(b) with the approval of a Judge of the
Supreme Court, on proof to his satisfaction
that an acknowledgment of registry has
been obtained by fraud or mistake, or that
a society exists for an illegal purpose, or
has wilfully and after notice from the
Registrar violated any of the provisions of
this Ordinance, or has ceased to exist,

by writing under his hand, cancel the registry of a society.

(2) The Registrar, in any case in which he might,
with the approval of a Judge, cancel the registry of a
society, may, by writing under his hand, suspend the -
registry for any term not exceeding three months, and may,
with the approval of a Judge, renew the suspension for the
like period. ‘

(8) Unless the Registrar has given to a society not

less than two months’ previous notice in writing, specify-

ing briefly the ground of any proposed cancelling or sus-
pension, the registry of the society shall not be cancelled
(except at its request) or suspended.

. (4) Where the registry of a society has been cancelled
or suspended, notice thereof shall forthwith be published
in the Royal Gazette. '

(6) Where the registry of a society has been sus-
pended or cancelled, the society shall, from the time of the
suspension or cancelling (but if suspended, only while the
suspension lasts, and subject also to the right of appeal
given by this section), absolutely cease to enjoy as such
the privileges of a society, but without prejudice to any
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habllltv actually incurred by the society, and any such

_‘hablhty may be enforced against the society as if the

suspension or cancelling had not taken place.

(6) A society may appeal from the cancelling of its
registry, or from any suspension thereof which is renewed
after six months, to a Judge of the Supreme Court.

72. (1) Subject to the provision of this Grdinance as
to the dissolution of socleties with branches, a society or
" branch may terminate or be dissolved in any of the
following ways :—. '

(@) Upon the happening of any event declared
by the rules to be the termination of the
society or branch; or

(b) As respects societies or branches other than
friendly societies or branches, by the con-
sent of three-fourths of the members,
testified by their signatures to the instru
ment of dissolution; or

(¢) As respects friendly societies or branches,
by the consent of five-sixths in value of the
members (incloding honorary members, 1f

Dissclution
of societies.

any), testified by their signatures to the.

instrament of dissolution, and also by the
written consent of every person receiving
or entitled to receive any relief, annuity, or
other benefit from the funds of the society
or branch, unless the claim of that person
ig first duly satisfied, or adequate provision
‘made for satmfymg that claim, and, in
the case of a branch, with the consent of
the central body of the cociety, or in
accordance with the general rules of the
society; or

(d) by the award of the Registrar in the cases
gpecified in this Ordinance.

(2) The provisions of this Ordinance as to the method
of caleulating the value of members and the remedy of
members and persons dissatisfied with the provisions made
for satisfying their claims in the case of the amalgamation
or transfer of engagements of a friendly society shall apply
to the dissolution of a friendly society or branch.
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Instrnent of 78. When a society or branch is terminated by an instru-
SOMHOR T ment of dissolution :—

(1) The instrument shall set forth—

(@) the liabilities and assets of the society or
branch in detail; and :

(b) the number of members and the nature of
their interests in the society or branch; and

(¢) the claims of creditors (if any) and the pro-
vision to be made for their payment; and

(d) the intended appropriation or division of
the funds and property of the society or
branch, unless the appropriation or division
1g stated in the instrument of dissolution to
be left to the award of the Registrar.

(2) Alterations in the instrument of dissolution may
be made with the like consents as are in this
Ordinance required for the dissolution of a society
or branch, testified in the same manner.

(8) A statutory declaration shall be made by one of -
the trustees, or by three members and the secretary
of the society or branch, that the provisions of this
Ordinance have been complied with, and shall be
sent to the Registrar with the instrument of
dissolution.

(4) The instrument shall not, in the case of a friendly -
society or branch, direct or contain any provision
for a division or appropriation of the funds of the
society or branch, or any part thereof, otherwise
than for the purpose of carrying into ‘effect the
objects of the scciety or branch as declared in
the rules thereof, unless the claim of every member
or person clalming any relief, annuity, or other

: benefit from the funds thereof is first duly satis -

i fied, or adequate provisions are made for satisfy-

' ing those claims.

; (5) The instrument of dissohition and all alterations
therein shall be registered in manner in this Ordi-
nance provided for the registry of amendments of
i rules, and shall be binding upon all the members
i of the society or branch. o
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(6) The Registrar shall cause a notice of the dissolu-
tion to be published in the Royal Gazette at the
expense of the society or branch, and, unless
within three months from the date of the Gazette
in which the advertisement appears, a member or
other person interested in or having any claim onf
the funds of the society or branch commences pro-
ceedings to set aside the dissolution of the society
or branch, and the dissolution is set agide accord-
ingly, the society or branch shall be legally
dissolved from the date of that advertisement,
and the requisite consents to the instrument of
dissolution shall be considered to have been duly,
obtained without proof of the signatures thereto.

74.. (1) Upon the application made in writing under
their hands

(@) of onefifth of the whole number of members
of a society or branch; or

(b) in the case of a society or branch of one
thousand members and not exceeding ten
thousand, of one hundred members; or

¢) in the case of a society or branch of more
than ten thousand members, of five hundred
members,

- the Registrar may by himself, or by any actuary or public
auditor whom the Registrar may appoint in writing under
his band, investigate the affairs of the society or branch,
- but shall give not less than one month’s previous notice in
- writing to the society or branch whose affairs are to be
-~ investigated.

(2) The application shall—

are insufficient to meet the existing claimse
thereon, or that the rates of contribution
fixed in the rules of the society or branch
are insufficient to cover the benefits assured ;
and

(b) set forth the grounds on which the insuffi-
ciency is alleged; and .

(¢) request an investigation into the affairy of
the society or branch with a view to the
dissolution thereof.

(a) state that the funds of the society or branch

Dissolation
by award.
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(8) If upon the investigation it appears that the
funds of the society or branch are insufficient to meet the
existing claims thereon, or that the rates of contribution
fixed in the rules of the society or branch are insufficient
to cover the benefits assured to be given by the society or
branch, the Registrar may, if he considers it expedient
so to do, award that the society or branch be dissolved, and
its affairs wound up, and shall direct in what manner
the assets of the society or branch shall be divided or
appropriated : Provided always, that the Registrar may
suspend his award for such period as he may deem
necessary to enable the society or branch to make such

alterations and adjustment of contributions and benefits

as will in his judgment prevent the necessity of the award
of dissolution being made.

(4) The Registrar proceeding under this section shall
have all the same powers and authorities, enforceable by
the same penalties, as in the case of a dispute referred to
him under this Ordinance.

(5) Every award under this section, whether for
dissolution or distribution of funds, shall be final and con-
clusive on the society or branch in respect of which the
award is made, and on all members of the society or
branch, and on all other persons having any claim on the

" funds of the society or branch, without appeal, and shall

be enforced in the same manner as a decision on a dispute
under this Ordinance.

(6) The expenses of every investigation and award,
and of publishing every notice of dissclution, shall be paid
out of the funds of the society or branch before any other
appropriation thereof is made.

(7) Notice of every award for dissolution shall,
within twenty-one days after the award has beén made,
be published by the Registrar in the Royal Gazette; and
unless, within thiee months from the date on which that
advertisement appears, a member or person interested in
or having any claim on the funds of the society or branch
commences proceedings to set aside the dissolution of the
society or branch comnsequent upon such award, and the
dissolution is set aside accordingly, the society or branch
shall be legally dissolved from the date of the advertise-
ment, and the requisite consents to the application to
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obtained without proof of the signatures thereto.

75. The provisions of this Ordinance respecting the
digsolution of societies shall not apply to any society
having branches except with the consent of the central
body of the society.

76. (1) Where a person takes any proceeding to set
aside the dissolution of a society or branch, he shall give
notice of the proceeding to the Registrar not less than
seven days before the proceeding is commenced.

(2) Where an order is made setting aside the dissolu- -
~ tion of a society or branch, the society or branch shall give
notice of the order to the Regmtra,r within seven days after
“the order has been made.

Offences, Penalties, and Legal Proceedings.

77, 1t shall be an offence under this Ordinance if—

(@) a society or branch or an officer or member thereof
fails to give any notice, send any return or docu-
ment, do or allow to be done any thing, which the
soclety, branch, officer, or person is by this Ordi-
nance required to give, send, do, or allow to be
done; or |

(b) a society or branch or an officer or member thereof
wilfully neglects or refuses to do any act or to
furnish any information required for the purposes
of this Ordinance by the Registrar or by any other
person authorized under this Ordinance, or does
anything forbidden by this Ordinance; or

makes a return or wilfully furnishes information
in any respect false or insufficient; or

(d) an officer or member of a body Whlch, having heen
a branch of a society, has wholly seceded or been
expelled from that society, thereafter uses the
name of that society or any name implying that
the body is a branch of that society, or the number
by which that body was designated as such branch;
or ‘

ﬁhe Registrar shall be considered to have been duly

Dissolution
of socleties
having
branches.

Notice of
proceedings
or order 0
set aside
dissolution.

?

Offences,

(¢) a society or branch or an officer or member thereof
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(e} where a dispute is referred under this Ordinance
to the Registrar, a person refuses to attend or to
produce any documents, or to give evidence before
the Registrar; or

(/) asociety or branch, whether registered or unregis.
tered, pays money on the death of a child under
ten years of age otherwise than is provided by thig
Ordinance; or

(g9) a parent or personal representative of a parent
claiming money on the death of a child produces
a certificate of the death other than is in this
Ordinance provided to the society or branch
from which the money is claimed, or produces a
false certificate, or one fraudulently obtained,
or in any way attempts to defeat the provisions

- of this Ordinance with respect to payments upon
the death of children.

Bankrupt, 78. (1) No person who is an undischarged bankrupt or -

et nobto e hag compounded with his creditors or has made an arrange-
saciety. ment or composition with his creditors under the Bank-

Cap. 52. ruptey Ordinance, shall be appointed, or if appointed, shall
act ag the president, secretary, treasurer, or trustee of a
registered society.

(2) Any person acting in contravention of the pro-
visions of this section shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty pounds.

Medical 79. No person holding any other office therein shall be,
e OF act as, the medical officer or druggist of any society, and
to hold other 4Ny person contravening the provisions of this section
office. shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.

(As amended by 29 of 1925, s. 30.)

Oftences by 80. Where a society or branch is guilty of an offence
societies to be ynder this Ordinance, every member of the committee,
: by officers, ~ unless that member is proved to have been ignorant of or
R ete. to have attempted to prevent the commission of the
L offence; shall be liable to the same penalty as if he had com-

mitted the ofience.

Continuing 81. Every default under this Ordinance constituting an
offences. offence, if continued, shall constitute a new offence in every
week during which the default continues, -
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- 82. (1) If any person, with intent to mislead or defraud,
gives to any other person a copy of any rules, laws, regu-
lations, or other documents, other than the rules of a
society or branch, on the pretence that they are the existing
rules of that Soclety or branch, or that there are no other
rules of the society or branch, or gives to any person a copy
of any rules on the pretence ‘that those rules are the rules
of a registered society or branch when the society or branch
is not registered, the person so offending shall be guilty of
an offence under this Ordinance.

:(2) If any person obtains possession by false repre-
sentation or imposgition of any property of a somety or
branch, or withholds or misapplies any such property in his
possession, or wilfully applies any part thereof to purposes
other than those expressed or directed in the rules of the
society or branch and authorized by this Ordinance, he
‘shall, on such complaint as is in this section mentioned, be
liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds, and costs,
and to be ordered to deliver up all such property, or to repay
all sums of money applied improperly, and in default
of such delivery or repayment, or of the payment of such
penalty and costs as aforesaid, to be imprisoned, with or
without hard labour, for any term not exceeding three
months :

Provided that where on such a complaint against a
person of withholding or misapplying property, or apply-
ing it for unauthorized purposes, it is not proved that that

person acted with any fraudulent intent, he shall not be.

liable to conviction but may be ordered to deliver up all
such property, or may be ordered to repay any sum of
money applied improperly, with costs, and in default of such
_delivery or repayment or of the-payment of such costs
as aforesaid to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour,
for any term not exceeding three months.

(3) Complaint under this section may be made—

(@) in the case of a society, by the society
~or any member authorized by the society,
or the trustees or committee of the society;
or

(b) in the case of a branch, by

(1) the branch or any member authorized
by the branch or the trustees or com-
mittee thereof ; or

Punishment
of fraud,
false declara-
tlons, and
mlSﬂ:PPl‘D
priations.
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Penalty for
falsification,

Penalty for
ordinary
offences.

Bpecial
offences in
the case of
friendly
sovieties.

Recovery of
penalties.

Limitation,

(11) the central body of the society of
which the branch forms part; or
(111) any member of the society or branch
authorized by the central body; or
(¢) in any case, by the Registrar or by any
person authorized in writing by the
Registrar. : |
(4) Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent any such
person from being proceeded against by way of indictment,
if not previously convicted of the same offence under the
provisions of this Ordinance. ' :

83. If any person wilfully makes, orders, or allows to be
made, any entry, erasure in, or omission from a balance

‘sheet of a society or branch, or a return or document

required to be sent, produced, or delivered, for the pur-
poses of this Ordinance, with intent to falsify the same,
or to evade any of the provisions of this Ordinance, he
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

84. A society or branch, and an officer or member of a
society or branch, or other person guilty of an offence under
this Ordinance for which a penalty is not expressly pro-
vided shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty
pounds. E

85. If an officer or person aids or abets in the amal-
gamation or transfer of engagements or in the dissolution
of a friendly society otherwise than as in this Ordinance
provided, he shall be liable to the penalty imposed by this
Ordinance for offences thereunder, or to be imprisoned
with hard labour for any term not exceeding three months.

86. (1) All penalties imposed by thig Ordinance or by

any regulations thereunder, or by the rules of a society or .
branch, shall be recoverable on summary conviction before’
a Magistrate. ' -

(2) Any such penalty shall be recoverable at the suit
of the Registrar or of any person authorized in writing
by the Registrar or of any person aggrieved.

8%7. In every case where no time is specially limited for
making a complaint for an offence under this Ordinance,
such complaint shall be made within three years from the
time when the matter of such complaint arose, and not
after. (As amended by 29 of 1925, s. 30.)
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88. (1) The trustees of a sometv or branch, or any other
officers authorized by the rules thereof, may bring or de-
fend, or cause to be brought or defended any action or
other legal proceeding in any Court Wh&tsoever touching
© or concerning any property, right, or claim of the society
- or branch, and may sue and be sued in their proper names,
without other description than the title of their office.

(2) In legal proceedings brought under this Ordi-
“nance by a member, or person claiming through a member,
a society or branch may also be sued in the name, as
“defendant, of any officer or person who receives contri-
butions or issues policies on behalf of the society or
hranch within the jurisdiction of the Court in which the
Jlegal proceeding is brought, with the addition of the words
“ on behalf of the %oomty or branch ” (naming the same).

(8) A legal proceeding shall not abate or be dis
continued by the death, resignation, or removal from office

commencement of the proceedings.

(4) The summons, writ, process, or other proceeding
to be issued to or against the officer or other person sued
on behalf of a registered society or ‘branch, shall be
sufficiently served by personally serving that officer or
other person, or by leaving a true copy thereof at the
registered office of the society or branch, or at any place of
‘business of the society or branch within the jurisdiction
of the Court in which the proceeding is brought, or, if that
office or place of business is closed, by posting the copy
on the onter door of that office or plaoe of business.

- (5) In all cases where the said summons, writ, pro-
cess, or other proceeding is not served by means of such
_ personal service or by 1eav1ng a true copy thereof at the
registered office of the society or branch as aforesaid, a
copy thereof shall be sent in a registered letter addressed
to the commiftee at the registered office of the society or

step is ‘taken on the proceeding.
(8) Where proceedings are talken aga,mst a society or

by leaving a true copy thereof at the registered office of the
- soclety or branch, or at any place of business of the society

YoL, tv—47

branch for the recoveryof any penalty under this Ordinance, .
the summons or other process shall be sufficiently served .

Legal
proceeding.

of any officer or by any act of any such officer after the

branch, and posted at least six days before any further
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Feea.

Fecs payable
to Registrar
of births and
deaths,

. Forms,

or branch, within the jurisdiction of the Court in which the
proceeding is brought, or, if that office or place of business
~1s closed, by postlng ‘the copy on the outer door of that
office or place of business, ‘

(7) Where the person against whom the proceedings
are to be taken is himself a trustee of a society or branch,
the proceedings may be brought by the other trustees or
trustee of the society or branch.

Fees: Forms: Regulations : Ewvidence.

89. (1) A scale of fees to be paid for matters to be
transacted or for the inspection of documents under this
Ordinance may be prescribed by the Governor in Executive
Councﬂ

(2) All™fees which may be feceived by the Registrar
under or by virtuesof this Ordmance shall be for his own
11se. » :

90. (1) For the purpose of this Ordinance, a certificate
of the birth or death of any member of or person insured
or to be insured with a society or branch shall, on applica-
tion being made as in this Ordinance pr0v1ded be given
under his hand by the registrar of births or deaths, for a
sum not exceeding one shilling, in place of all fees or pay-
ments otherwise payable in respect thereof.

(2) Whenever application is made at one time to any
such registrar for more certificates than one of the same
birth or death for the purposes of and in the manner
prescribed by this Ordinance, the sum charged for every
such certificate other than the first shall not -exceed sis-
pence.

91. (1) The forms to be used for registry shall be =
those eontained in Part I of the Second Schedule to this
Ordinance or such other forms as are prescribed.

(2) The acknowledgment of registry of a branch and

of any amendment of the rules of a branch shall be in

the forms provided in Part 11 of the same Schedule.

(8) Every annual or other return, abstract of
valuation and other document required for the purposes of
this Ordinance shall be made in such form and shall con-
taip such particulars as the Registrar prescrlbes. '
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(4) A receipt under this Ordinance endorsed upon or
" annexed to a mortgage or other assurance shall be in the
form set forth in Part 111 of the same Schedule, or in any
form specified in the rules of the society or branch or any
schedule thereto, :

(56) Applications for Oertlﬁcates of births and deaths

under this Ordinance shall be in such form and nnder such
- regulations as may be approved of by the Registrar-
. (General.

92. The Governor in Executive Council may make
regulations respeécting registry and procedure under this
Ordinance, and the duties and functions of the Registrar,
and the inspection of documents kept by the Registrar

- under this Ordinance, and generally for carrying this

Ordinance into effect.

03. (1) Regulations made under thig Ordinance shall
not have any force or effect until they have been approved
by the Legislative Council, and when so approved by
* resolution shall have the same force and effect as if they
“were contained in and formed part of this Ordinance.

. (2) All such regulations shall be published in the
- Royal Gazeite. _

. 94. The list mentioned in section 7 (2 (2) of this Ordinance

and any change therein communicated by the secretary of
. a society under section 23 of this Ordinance shall be signed
by the secretary, and when received by the Registrar shall
_ be entered in the register, each entry being initialled by

‘the Registrar, and a copy of any such entry, purporting

Regulations
“for carrying
out
Ordinance,

Approval and
publication of
regulations.

List of
officers to be
evidence of
appointment.

to be certified under the hand of the Registrar, shall, with-

out any further proof of the signature of the Reglstrar be
pramd facie evidence in all Courts of Justice that any
person named therein has been duly appointed to the
office or for the purposes therein set forth.

95. Every document purporting to be signed by the
Registrar, or any inspector, or public anditor or valuer
under this Ordinance, shall, in the absence of .any evidence
" to the contrary, be received in evidence without proof of
the signature. :

vor., Iv—4TA . 7 *

Evidence of
doocuments.
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Applisadion
to existing
gocieties,

(Section 7.}

Application of Ordinance.

98. This Ordinance shall apply to societies and branches
stbsisting at the commencement of this Ordinance, as if
they had been registered under this Ordinance, and the
rules of those societies and branches shall, so far as they
are 1ot contrary to any express provision of this Ordinance,
continue in force until altered or rescinded.

SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE

MATTERS TO BE PROVIDED FOR BY THE RULES GF SOCIETIES R}“GISTI‘RPD
UNDER THIS ORDINANCE.

1. The name and place of office of the society.
2. {a) The whole of the objects for which the society is to be established ;
{(6) The purposes for which the funds thereof shall be applicable ;
(£} The terms of admission of members ;
(@) The conditions under which any memher may become entitled to any
benefit asgured thereby ;
{e) The fines and forfeitures to be imposed on any member ; and
{f} The consequences of non-payment of any subscription or fine,

3. The mede of holding meetings and right of voting, and the manner of making,
altering, or rescinding rules.

4. The appointment and removal of & committee of management (by whatever
name), of a tressurer and other officers, and of trustees, and in the case of a society with
branches, the composition and powers of the cenfral bedy, and the conditions under which .
a branch may secede from the scciety.

5. The investment of the funds, the keeping of the accounts, and the audit of
the same once a year at least,

6. Annual returns to the Registrar of the receipts, funds, effects, and expenditure
and numbers of members, of the society.

7. The inspection of the books of the society by ‘every person having an interest
in the funds of the scciety.

-8. The manner in which disputes shall be setitled. :

9. In case of dividing societies, & provision for meeting all claims vpon the society -
existing at the time of division before any such division takes place.

Angd algo in the case of friendly and cattle insurance socisties -

10. The keeping separate accounts of all moneys received or paid on account of
every particular fand or benefit assured for which a separate table of contributions payalble
shall have been adopted, and the keeping separate account of the expenses of ma,nagement
and of all contributions on account thereof.

11. (Except as fo catile ingyrance societies) a valnation once at least in every
five years of the nssels and liabilities of the society, mciudmg the estimated rigks and -
centributions.

12. The voluntary dissolution of the society by consent in & iﬂendiv gociety of

not less than five-sixths in value of the members, and of every person for the time being o

entitled to any benefit from the funds of the society, unless his claim be firgt satisfied or
adequately provided for; and in a cattle insurance society by consent of three-fourths in
number of the members.

13. The right of one-fifth of the total number of members, or of one hundred
membersin the case of a socisty of one thousand members and not excecding ten thousand,
or of five hundred members in the case of & society of maore than ten thousand members,
to apply to the Registrar for an mvesmga.hon of the affairs of the Beclety, or for winding up
the same, 3
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S8ECOND SCHEDULE.
FORMS.
PART 1,
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 07 REGISTRY oF SocIETY,

The ) Soclety is registered as = [friendly society, cattle
snswrance soctely, benevolent society, working-men's club, or specially authorized sociely)
under the Friendly Socistics Ordinance, this day of

) Signature of Registrar.
ACENOWEEDGMENT OF BEGISTRY 0F AMINDMENT O0F RULES, '

The foregoing amendment of the rules of the Hociety is registered
under the Friendly Societies Ordinance, this day of L )
Bignature of Registrar.

PART 11.
ACR¥NOWLEDGMENT O0F REGISTRY 0F BRANCH.
The is registered ds a branch
of the SBociety [and of the braneh of the
same] under the Friendly Societies Ordinance, this ~ day of

Bignature of Registrar.
ACENOWEEDGMENT oF REGISTRY OF AMENDMENT oF BrawcH RuLss.

The foregoing amendment of the branch rules of the )
is registered under the Friendly

Bocieties Ordinance, this day of .
Signature of Registrar.
«  PART IIL ’
Form oF BoND, .
Know all men by these presents, that we, 4.5, of one of the
officers of the Bociety [or of the branch of the
] Society] having its registered office at ,in the
county. of , and O.D. of (as suvety on behalf
of the said A.B.) are jointly and severally held and firmly bonid to E.F. of .
G.H. of , and LK, of . » the trustees of the said
Society [cr branch], in the sum of to be paid to the said

B.F., G.H,, and I.K., as such trustees or their successors, tWwustees for the time being,
or their certain attorney ; for which payment well and truly to be made we jointly and

. severally bind ourselves, and each of us by himself our and each of cur heirs, executors,

and administrators, firrely by these presents.

Dated the day of in the year of our Lord
Whereas the above hounden 4.5, has been duly appeinted to the office of
of the Society [or of the branch of the

Society] having its registered office situate as aforesaid, and he, fogether with the above
hounden .D. as his surely, have entered into the above written bond, subject to the
condjtion hereinafter contained: Now therefore the condition of the above written bond
is suech, that if the said 4.8, do render a just and true account of all moneys received and
paid by him on account of the said society [or brameh], at such timeg as the rules thercof
appoint, and do pay over all the moneys remaining in his hands, and assign and transfer
or deliver all property {including books and papers) belonging to the said society [or
branch] in his hands or custody to such person or persons as the said society [or branch],
or the trustees or committee of management thereof, shall appoint, aceording to the rules
of the said society [or branch], together with the proper and legal receipts or vouchers
?}r such payments, then the above-written bond shall be void, otherwise shall remain in
ull force,
Signed and delivered in the presence of {{wo witnesses.]

Form or BEoEipt TO BEE ENDORSED ON Morrgage or FuRrene CHARGE.

The trustees of the Bociety {or the hranch of
the Sosiety] horsby acknowledge to have received all moneys intended
to be seoured by the within [or above] written deed,

Bigned [Segnatures of Trustees.]
Trustees.
CUountersigned [Signadure of Secretary.]
’ Secretary,

{Section $1.¥

(Section 91),

{8ection 50.)

{Seciions 40 and
g1).

v
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