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CHAPTER 90. 

FIRE BRIGADES. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO FIRE BRIGADES. 

[21st October, 1904.] 

Ordinances 
No.289; 

949 

, 17 of 1906; 
" 1 df 1924, 
., 29 of 1925, 

a.lSA. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Fire Brigades Short title. 

Ordinance. 

2. In this Ordinance--
"Brigade» means a Fire Brigade; 
'' Insurance Company '' includes any persons corpo-

rate or unincorporate or any person carrying on 
the business of fire insurance in the Colony; 

u Municipal Authority" as regards the City of Port­
of-Spain means the City CounciJ thereof, and as 
regards any borough means the Mayor and 
Burgesses thereof. 

InterpretaM 
tion. 

·. . 3. There may be constituted for any city, borough, town, Power to 

or district in the Colony which the Governor in Executive ~:F des 

·Council may de~ne, !3r~gades to whom shall_be e:r:trusted ¥-c~~/ee/J\ 1:' 

the duty ?f extinguishing .fir~s and protec~1ng hfe and J/..>, . .-· ·· 2 
. property In cases of fire within any such city, borough} / .. · ,/ .>' 

.:·.town, or district, -f=e~~~e-~. 

·· 4. It shall be lawful for the Governor, with the consent Annual 

the Legislative Council, to authorize the payment from gra:r:t fort 
T f h 1 f b 

eqmpmen • 
reasury o sue annua sumo money as may e neces-
to defray the expenses incurred in furnishing 

':"-' ...... p:;.UJ•...l.vo with sucli fire-engines, fire-eseapes, horses, accou­
tools, and instruments as may be required for the 
equipment of a Brigade or conducive to tlie 

performance of its duties, and in providing 
for the purpose of extinguishing fires, and all 

other appliances as may be required for the pro­
;;.:,;,"'e~milcm of life and property from fire. (Added by 17 of 

8.2.) (J 
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5. (1) A Brigade 1nay be con1posed of volunteers or of 
members of the Constabulary Force or of both volunteers 
and members of the said Force. 

(2) A Brigade composed of volunteers only, and the 
volunteer section of ai;~.y Brigade, shall consist of such 
persons residing within the limits of the city, borough, 
town, or district for which such Brigade shall have been 
constituted or within one n1ile of the limits thereof as shall 
from time to time volunteer to beco1ne me1nbers thereof 
and be approved by the Governor. 

6. It shall be lawful for the Governor at any time by 
order in writing to place any Brigade under the command 
of the Inspector-General. 

7. The Governor may appoint from among the volunteer 
n1embers of any Brigade such officers, with such titles and 
such order of rank and precedenee, as he rna y see fit. 

8. (1) When any Brigade shall consist vvholly or in part 
of 1nembers of the Constabulary Force, the Inspector­
General may, with the approval of the Governor, appoint 
as 1nany 1nembers of the Constabulary Force to such 
Brigade as he 1nay from time to time think fit. 

(2) The Inspector-General shall, subject to the 
approval of the Governor, appoint any Inspector or other 
officer of Constabulary to be the ·Superintendent or 
Assistant Superintendent of any such Brigade. 

(3) Any Inspector or officer of Constabulary appoint­
ed as aforesaid may, with the approval of the Governor, 
. at any time be removed and another may -with the like 
approval be appointed in his place. 

9. (1) Every member of the Constabulary Force sha11 b9 
trained in the duties in connection with a Brigade, and 
shall be liable for service in any Brigade under the com­
mand of the Inspector-General at any time or in any place. 

(2) On every occasion of fire every member of the 
Constabulary Force shall, if lawfully commanded so to do, 
act as if he were a n1ember of the Brigade. 

10. There shall be paid to the Superintendent, officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and men of a Brigade- being 

f 
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11. (1) On every occasion of a operations of a Commando£ 

Brigade shall be directed by the Superintendent and officers fire. at a 

of such Brigade, notwithstanding the of a senior 
officer of Constabulary_, but whenever the Inspector-
General or the Deputy Inspector-General shall be present, 
the Superintendent and officers of a Brigade, being a 
Constabulary Brigade or a Brigade of Volunteers and 
Constabulary, shall be subject to their directions. 

(2) In the event of the absence of the Superintendent 
and other officers a Brigade consisting wholly or in part 
of me1nbers of the Constabulary Force, the com1nand shall 
be taken by the senior officer of Constabulary present who 
may be authorized to act in con1mand of a Brigade by tite 
Inspector-General. And in the event of no such officer be­
ing presentJ the cmn1nand of such Brigade shall be taken 
by the senior volunteer officer present, and should no such 
officer be present the command shall be by the senior 
non-commissioned officer of the Brigade. 

12. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of a 
Brigade to all accounts and bills against his aooolants. 

Brigade, and, on or before the thirtieth day of April in 
each and every year, to render to the Auditor, and in the 
case of a B·rigade under the command of the Inspector­
General, to the Inspector-General for sub1nission to the 
Auditor, a certified account of all expenses incurred during 
the last preceding financial year in carrying this Ordinance 
into effect, and it shall be the duty of the Auditor to audit 
such account and certify the same. 

13. (1) A su1n not exceeding one-sixth of the expendi- Insu:ran?e 

ture incurred in carrying the provisions of this Ordinance b~:P~~~~s ~J 
into effect shall by way of contribution be borne and paid in cost. 

equal proportions by the agents or 1nanaging directors of 
all insurance companies: Provided that the Governor ComlJ?.uta~ 
may, if he shall think fit, order the commutation of such tion. 

contribution or sum of one-sixth of the expenditure by an 
annual payment of twenty pounds by each such agents 
or 1nanaging directors, or by the payment such other 
sum by way of commutation as the Gover;ttor may prescrifie. 
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(2) The contribution of one-sixth of the expenditure, 
or any commutation thereof ordered by the Governor under 
the authority of this Ordinance> shall be due and payable 
on or before the fifteenth day of July in each and every 
year. 

(3) Any agent or director of an insurance 
company which commences after th~ thirty-first 
day of March in any year, shall pay the wliole or pro­
portionate part of the aforesaid contribution or 9om­
mutation as follows 

(a) >J<A-I>J.J.,J..l,V\JU is commenced within the first 
the financial year, he shall pay 
of such contributions or. com-

(b) If commenced within the second quarter, he 
pay three-fourths; 

(c) commenced within the third quarter, he 
shall pay one-half; . · 

(d) If commenced within the fourth quarter, he 
shall pay one-fourth: 

Provided that an ageJ?.t or managing director of an 
insurance company, in respect of which a contribution or 
commutation had been previously paid, shall 
entitled to the benefit of the proportionate payment LL..LLJ..voo 

one year at least has elapsed between the expiration of 
the period for which the last payment was made and that 
in which business has been re-co1nmenced. 

(4) Whenever the Governor shall order the payment 
of any sum by way of comm~tation, notice of such order 
shall be published in the Royal Gazette. The publication 
of such notice in the Royal Gazette shall be deemed to 
be sufficient notice to such agents or managing directors 
of such commutation, and of the sum payable in respect 
thereof. 

14. If any such agent or managing director shall make 
default in payment of the said contributions or sums at 
the times prescribed by this Ordinance~ he shall forfeit 
a11d pay to His Majesty by way of penalty a sum of one 
pound for.1 every day during which the prescribed sum 
shall remain unpaid. 
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15. Money payable under this Ordinance by any such Reooyery. o£ 
· g director or ag,ent whether in respect of contri- contrlbutwns Jnanagrn . ' . . and 

bntions or 111 of penalties for default 111 payment of penalties. 

such contributions, shall be deemed a debt due to the 
Treasurer, who, either in his ovvn name or in the name of 
any person authorized by him) may recover the sa1ne by 
action in the Supreme Court. . 

16. In every such action the Treasurer or other person ~osts of 

authorized by hiln to sue .shall be entitled to recover his rreasurer. 

full costs of suit as between solicitor and client. 

17. (1) By way of further contribution towards defray- MunioiJ?a.l 

f . } . Q d' · ff . Authm•1ty to ing the expenses o carry1ng t liS r Inance Into e ect 111 pay one-

any city, boroughJ, o
1 

r town, 1the~e .shhall dbe pafid hon t~de ~!u:P· !1~ft~~;nl fifteenth day of u y next fo lowing t e ate o t e sa1 · · 
certificate of the Auditor in each and every year by the 
Municipal Authority of such city, borough, or town a sum 
equivalent to one-third of the expenses incurred. 

(2) The amount payable by such Municipal Authority 
shall be deemed to be a debt due from such city, borough; 
or town to the Treasurer, and if default be made in pay­
ment thereof, such amount may be recovered by him by 
action in the Supreme Court. 

(3) For the purposes aforesaid it shall be lawful for 
the Municipal Authority yearly and every year to levy a 
rate on all houses and lands within the limits of the City of 
Port-of-Spain of ten shillings for every one hrmdred 
pounds, and within the limits of the Boroughs San 
Fernando and Arilna respectively of twenty shillings for 
every, one hundred pounds, and so in proportion for every 
sum greater or less. than one hundred pounds of the rental 
or annual value of such houses or lands : Pro>vided that no 
su~ greater than may be needed for such purposes shall be 
Iev1ed. (As amended by 1 of 1924, s. 2.) 

.' 18 .. On the occasion of a fire the Superintendent or other Powers of 

officer 111 charge of the Brigade may in his discretion- at 

(1) take the command of other persons who may fires. 

voluntarily place their services at his disposal; 
(2) remove or order any member of the Brigade to 

remove any person who by his presence interferes 
with or obstructs the operation& of the Brigade; 
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(3) employ persons to aid in extinguishing any fire or 
in ren1oving furniture or goods from any building 
on fire or in danger of fire, or to guard and secure 
the same; 

(4) cause any water to be shut off fro1n the mains and 
pipes of any district in order to give a greater 
supply and pressure of water in the district in 
which a fire n1ay break out; 

(5) direct the closing of any street in or near which a 
fire is burning ; 

(6) generally, take any 1neasures that may appear 
expedient for the protection of life and property, 
with power by himself or his 1nen to break into or 
through, or take possession of, or pull down, any 
prBinises for the purpose of putting an end to a 
fire, doing as little da1nage as possible. 

19. It shall be the duty of all constables, and they are 
hereby authorized, to aid a Brigade in the execution of 
their duties. They may close any street in or near which 
a fire is burning, and they rna y, of their own motion or on 
the request of the Superintendent ·or any officer of the 
Brigade, remove any persons interfering witli or obstruct­
ing the operations of the Brigade. 

20. The officers and members of any Brigade on duty 
aL any fire shall have the powers, authorities, and immuni­
ties of constables, and shall have power to arrest without 
warrant every person who shall' assault or obstruct Oil' 

impede the officers or members of the Brigade in the 
discharge of their duties. 

21. (1) No officer or member of any Brigade acting bona 
fide in the exercise of the powers conferred upon_liirrt 
under this Ordinance shall be liable for any damage "for 
any act done under this Ordinance. 

Damage done (2) Any da1nage occasioned by a Brigade in the due 
by Brigade. execution of their duties shall be deemed to be damage by . 

f1re within the meaning of any policy of insurance against 

Power to 
make 
regulations. 

fire. · 
22. (1) The Governor may make such regulations- as 

may be deemed expedient for all or any of the purposes 
following, that is to say:-

(a) For the admission of mmnbers into any 
~rigade, and for the period of service, 
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training,- discipline, good conduct, and 
discharge of the 1nen belonging to the 
same; 

(b) For prescribing the unifor1n to be worn by, 
and for fixing the hours and places of 
training and exercise of, and the distribu­
tion of duties among, the n1embers of a 
Brigade; 

(c) For the speedy ·attendance of 1nen1bers of 
the Brigade with engines, fir-e-escapes, and 
all necessary implements on the occasion 

- of any alarm of fire; 
(d) For the maintenance· of a Brigade in a, due 

state of efficiency. 
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(2) Every member of a Brigade who shall cmnn1it a Penalties for 

breach of any regulation made under this section shall- ~::~f~i~~s­
( a) if a member of the Constabulary Force, be 

liable, .on conviction thereof before the 
Inspector-General, to such punishment as 

. may be authorized for the like offence by 
the Constabulary Ordinance or any regula- Cap. ss. 
tions made thereunder for the time being 
in force; and 

(b) if a volunteer member, be liable, on convic­
tion in the c·ase of a mixed Brigade before 
the Inspector-General and in the case of a 
Vohrnteer Brigade before the Superinten­
dent of the Brigade, to a fine not exceeding 
five pounds, which shall be rec_overa'ble 
before a Judge of a Petty Civil or District 
Court in accordance with the provisionE) 
of the Petty Civil Courts Ordinance. (A. s Cap. 64. 

amended by 29 of 1925, s. 13A.) 

. · (3) All such regulations shall be published in the 
IJ,oyal Gazette. 

-- 23. It shall be the special duty of the Superintendent Spc?ial 

:l.nd officers of a Brigade- . dutws of 
. officers. 

(1) to maintain the discipline of the Brigade; 
(2) to see that the engines and all other fire apparatus 

are kept in good order and thorough repair ; 
(I 

1:-1 
i'i 
fl 

n 
l'l 
II 
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(3) to t·ake 1neasures to ensure that: the 
hydrants open and the proper number of hose 
and hose-pipes be attached thereto,. and the engines 
and other apparatus placed in such situations as 
best will secure the speedy and effectual extinction 
of a fire; 

( 4) at the· close of every financial year, or oftener if 
required by the Governor, to report to him in 
writing} and in the case of Brigades under the 
co.mmand · of the Inspector-General, through such 
Inspector-General, the condition of the ~Stations, 
hydrants, hose, carriages, hose-pipes, and other 
fire apparatus and property under his charge; the 
income ·and expenditure of the department in 
detail for the previous year; the number and loca­
tion of fire alarm stations ; the number of fires 
and the causes thereof, or aq near as can be 
ascertained; the number and description of 
buildings destroyed or injured, together with the 
names of the owners or occupants; the amount· 
of insurances, if any; all accidents by fire which 
may happen within the city, borough, town, or 
district; with such other information or sugges­
tioJ+s as may in his opinion be desirable; 

( 5) to- take · cognizance of and to cause prosecutions 
· to be instituted either in his own ·name or in the 

name of any officer of the Brig~de in all cases. 
of infraction of the laws for the prevention of 
fire within the limits of any city, borough, town, 
or district; 

(6) to enquire for and to examine into all shops and 
other places where shavings or other combustible 
or dangerous materials may be collected and de­
posited; and at all times to be vigilant in the 
removal of the same when in his opinion the same · 
may be a source of danger by fire, and to direct 
the tenant or occupier of such shops or other 
places to remo~e the same, and, in case of sucb 
tenant or occupier's neglect or refusal to do so, 
to cause the same to be removed at the expense of 
the occp.pants or tenants, who shall in addition 
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be liable, on summary conviction· before a Magis­
trate, to a penalty not exceeding five pounds for 
such neglect or refusal; 

(7) to report to the Governor, and in ·the case of a 
Brigade under the Inspector-General, to such 
Inspector-General for subn1ission to the Goyernor, 
his own a;bsence or the absence of ·any member of 
the Brigade from any fire. 

24. Every person who shall- Offences. 

(l) assault or impede or obstruct any officer or me1nber 
of any Brigade; or · 

(2) aid or a:het any other person in assaulti~g or 
dbstructing any officer or mmnber of a Br1g·ade; 
or 

(3) wilfully remove, or assist or be concerned in 
removing, any chain, rope, or other barrier placed 
in or upon or across any street under the authority 
of this 0 rdinance; or 

(4) not being a m·ember of the Brigade, wear the 
uniform of the Brigade at any fire; or 

(5) obstruct any fire--plug or hydrant by placing or 
causing to be placed thereon or thereby any 
matter or thing whatsoever; or · 

(6) wilfully damage or injure any vehicle, engine, 
hose, fire-plug, hydrant, or other apparatus of a 
Brigade; or 

(7) unless authorized by an officer of the Brigade or 
of Constabulary, remove or be concerned in re­
moving any furniture or goods from any building 
.-on fire or in danger of fire, 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance, and 
shall, on sum1nary conviction thereof before a Magistrate, 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pound~. 

·­
.,. 
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