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GOVERNMENT NOTICE No.8 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (CONSTITUTION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1962 

ORDER 

MADE BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL UNDER SECTION 4 OF THE TRINIDAD 
AND TOBAGO (CONSTITUTION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1962 

THE EXISTING LAWS AMENDMENT ORDER, 1962 

.1. This Order may be cited as the Existing Laws Amendment Order, 1962. Citation. 

2. (l) In this Order, "existing laws" has the meaning assigned to it by Interpretation • 

the Trinidad and Tobago (Constitution) Order in Council, 1962; and "existing 
law" shall be construed accordingly. ' 

(2) The Interpretation Act, 1962, as amended by this Order, applies, 
with the necessary adaptations, for the purposes of interpreting this Order 
and otherwise in relation thereto as it applies for the purpose of interpreting, 
and in relation to, Acts of Parliament. 

3, (1) Subject to this Order and the Constitution, a reference', in any ~~e:~~::g he 

existing }aw to the Governor (meaning thereby a Governor of the former ~~Fe~~~;e~ ~:. 
Colony 6f Trinidad and Tobago) including' a reference to the Governor in Goovernjor-

. euera . 
Councilor the Governor in Executive Council, shall be read and 'construed as 
a: reference to the Governor-General. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared tha't-
(a) where immediately before the commencement of this Order a 

function was, under an existirig law, expressed to be exercisable 
by the Governor acting in his discretion or absolute discretion, 
then unless that function is, under the Constitution, expressed to 
be exercisable by the Governor-General acting in accordance with 
his own deliberate judgment or in accordance with the advice of 
any person or authority other than the Cabinet, that function is 
exercisable by the Governor-Gene~al acting in accordance with 
the advice of the Cabinet or of a Minister acting under the General . 
authority of the Cabinet; 

(b) where immediately before the commencement of this Order a 
\function was, under an existing law, expressed to be exercisable 
by the Governor or any person or authority and that function is, 
under the Constitution, expressed to be exercisable by some other 
person or authority, then that function is exercisable by that other 
person or authority in accordance with the Constitution. 

4. (1) Where it is provided in any existing law that any matter or thing Reference to 
h II b' . Secretary of 

S a e reported to a Secretary of State or that a Secretary of State shall be State to cea.e 
I d th t . . h II to have elfe.t consu te a provlslOn s a cease to have effect. or to refer to 

GovernoI"" 
General. 



Power 0 
dlsallowan 
to cease. 

Power of 
Goveruor~ 
General 
to make 
subsidiary 
legisl~tlon. 

Saving (,{ 
Autu dOlle. 

Amtll.1llffi{'nt of 
t1:i~tlng laws. 

Existing Laws Amendment Order, 1962, 

(2) Where it is provided in any existing law that any matter or thing 
shall require the approval or consent of a Secretary of State, then-

(a) if the matter or thing for which such approval'or consent is required 
would, had it been done or omitted before the commencement of 
this Order, have been an act or omission of the Governor, that 
provision shall cease to have effect; and 

(b) in any other case, such provision shall have effect as if that matter 
or thing required the approval or consent of the Governor-General. 

(3) Where it is provided in any existing law that any matter or thing 
not included in subsections (1) and (2) is required to be or may be done 
by a Secretary of State, such provision shall have effect as if that matter 
or thing were required to be or might be done by the Governor-General. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall apply to any such matter or thing 
done or omitted in respect of, or in relation to the United Kingdom or any 
dependency thereof. 

,5. Any provision in or under any existing law whereby a power of dis­
allowance is reserved to Her llbiesty shall cease to have effect. 

6. (1) Where under any act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom 
which extends expressly or by necessary implication or is applied to Trinidad 
and Tobago as part of the law thereof, or under any Imperial Order in Council 
which applies to Trinidad and Tobago as part of the law thereof (being in 
either case an existing law), power to make subsidiary legislation is given 
to a person or authority other than a person or authority in or under the 
Government, that power may be exercised by the Governor-General. 

(2) In this section "subsidiary legislation" means any regulation, 
rule, bye-law, order' scheme or other instrument having legislative effect. 

7. ' Anything done under an existing law before the date of the commence­
ment of this Order shall, in so far as it had effect immediately before that 
day, continue to have effect as if done under the law as amended by this 
Order. 

8. (1) The Orders specified in the First Schedule are revoked. 

(2) The l"ws specified in the first column of the Second Schedule are 
amended to the extent specified in relation thereto in the second column of 
that Schedule: . 

(3) For the avoidance of doubt it is declared that the laws in respect 
of which the Orders specified in the First Schedule had effect, shall continue 
to have effect as if those Orders had not been made, but without prejudice to 
anything contain.ed in this Order or any other law. ' 

y' 



Existing Law~ Ame1Jdment Order, 1962 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

The Direotor of Public Proseoutions Ada.ptation Order, 1961; " . 

Th~ Exchequer and Audit Adaptation Order, 1961; 

The Rent Restriction Adaptation Order, 1962; v' 

The Exchequer and Audit Adaptation Order, 1962. \/. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

Law8 Exiemt oj Amendment 

The Law Officers Section 4 
Ordinance (Ch. 7. No.3) The words" criminal or " are deleted. 

The Services (Charges 
Control) Ordinance 
(Ch. 30. No. 18) 

The Exchequer and 
Audit Ordinance, 1959 
(No. 20 of 1959) 

Section 5 
The seotion is deleted. 

Section 13 
For the words Hone 9£ the Law Officers specified in Part ~ 

of the Schedule to the Law Officers Ordinance" the word' 
" Attorney~General '.' is substituted. 

General 
For the words" Order in Council" wherever they appear, 

other than in the definition thereof in section 2, the word 
" Constitution" is substituted. 

For the words" Director of Audit H wherever they appear, 
the word U Auditor-General" is Bubstituted. 

Section 2 
For the words "the Legislative Council II where they ___ 

UppUl1l' in the definitiolll:J of "accounting olUeeI''' and 
" revenue '" the word U Parliament 11 is substituted. 

For the definition of "Appropriation Ordinance" the 
follo'wing definitions are substituted , 

" , Appropriation Ordinance' means any enactment autlw~ 
rising the issue of moneys from the Consolidated Fund 
to meet expenditure of the Government, and includes 
a provision of an Act or of the Constitution which 
charges expenditure On that Fund ; 

'appropriate Service Commission' means whichever ~f 
the service commissions est,ablished by the ConstI­
tution has the power to exercise: disciplinary action 
over a petBOn against whom a sUl'Charge under this 
Ordinance is to be made, and where Buch person is 
no longer in the employment of the Government the 
commission which last had Buch power; ., 

The words " Constituted by section 15 of this Ordinance H 

in the definition of .. Consolidated Fund" are deleted. 

The definition of " Order in Counoil " is deleted. 

The words" the Colony of )1 in the definition of " .Te~ito~H 
are deleted. 

Section 4 
In subsection (3), for the words "Legislative Council' 11 

the word " House IJ is substituted. 
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Existing Laws Amendment order, 1962 

SECOND SCHEDULE-CON'£INUED 

Extent oj Amendment 

Section 7 
~"or' tho words "of the Wost Indies" tho words "in the 

service Qf the Interim Commissioner for the West Indies l) 
lIro substitutod. 

Section 8"· 
In subsection (2)~ for the words "Legislative Council' 

the word " House ») is substituted. 

Section 9 
The section is 9.eleted. 

Sedion 10 
The section is deleted. 

Section 11 
, In subsection (1), the-:words ,. on behalf of the Legislative 

Council,' ~. are deleted, 

In Bubsection (2), for the words" t.he Legis)ative Council " 
the wor9- " Parliament" is substituted. '. 

In 8ub~eotion (5), for ~he wo:rds "the LegjB]a~iv~ Ooun.~il" 

(a) where. they first appear, 't?e word "farl¥1ment" is 
8ubBtl~uted ; and \- .' .' 

(b) where they appear for the second tip>e., rlu> WOl'ds, 
: " ~he ~ouse n are substituted. ' 

Section 13 
In subsection (2), for the words" to the Legislative Council" 

the words "required by this Act or the Constitution to be 
laid before the House" are substituted. 

Section 15' 
For the words "the Legislative Council" wherever they 

appear, the word" Parliament" is Bubstitute4. 

Ser,eion. 17 
For the words H Legi81atlv~ Counoil II the word " House" 

is substituted. 

Sectio',. 18 
In Bubso(,tion (1). for tho word. "I,(Jgisll>tive Oouncil ,. tho 

word" House" i8 Bubl.itituted. 

In Bubsection (2), for the words" the Legislative Council ' 
the word 10 Parliament H is Bubstitute£i, 

For subsections (3) and (4). the following subsections are 
substituted :-

"(3) For the purpose only of enabling the sum referred to 
in subsection (I),to be withdrawn from the Consolidated 
Fund for the purpose of defraying unforeseen expendi­
ture in ac'cordance with this section, that expenditure 
is hereby ch!\l'ged on the Consolidated Fund. 

(4) Where any advance is made in-accordance with sub­
section (2), a Bupp]mnentar'y estimate shall be presented 
and a supplementary appropriation Bill shall be 
introduced as SOon as possible for the purpose of 
l'flplacing_ t;he amount 80 advanced.)) 
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Law8 

, ~. 

SEOOND SOHEDULE-OONTINUED 

Extent oj A'mendment :..;.;, .. 

Section 19 
The following ,subsection is inserted immediately after 

subsection (2) :-
11(3) FOl' tho purpose only of (mabling amounts to be 

withdrawn fl'nin tho Consolidated Fund under Bub~ 
l:loOLioll (2) to UH..l0t tho enid pay monts, thoao pU.YlllLluts 
are hereby charged on the Consolidated Fund." 

Section 20 

For subsection (l)~ the fonowing subsection is substituted:­
"(1) Where moneys are authorised by an Appropriation 

Ordinance to bn wit,hdrawn from the Consolidatnd 
It\Ulu tho Tnmkllll'Y may. by l'tJqui~jtjon f,'urn timu 
to t·irne, autl\orise and l'oquil'o the AuditOl·~aeneral 
to grant, credits on the Exchequer Account not excoed· 
ing on the whole the arnount authorised by the 
Treasury.,t 

In pttragl' .ph (a) of subsection (2), for the wOl·d::l" 8llet.ions 
24 I' the words" an Approoriation Ordinance or of sect~ 
ions 25 " are au bs-tituted. ~ 

8ecaon 24 
The section is deleted. 

Sectim 25 
In subsection (1) 
(a) for the word" It)1 at the beginning of the subsection. 

the words" SuhJect to this section, it" are substituted; 

(b) for the worda "Legi::dativn Council" wherever they 
appear thl;' word" Honse" is substituted; 

(c) for the words" four Inonths I> the words" thirty days" 
are substituted~· 

For subsect.ion (2) the following ~lUbBection is substituted;­
"(2) Until the 1st day of .January, 1904, subsection (I) 

shaH have effect as if ~Ol' tho words "thirty days '1 

appearing therein the words H four months" were 
substituted.' ) 

In subsection (3) :-
(a) the words" subsections (1) and (2) of" are deleted; 

(b) fol' the words "the Legislative Oouncil" the word 
"Parliament" is substituted. 

Sect'ion 26 

In subsection (2), for the word" When" at the beginning 
of tlm subsection, the words H. Investments made under this 
slJction shall continue to form part of the Consolidated Fund, 
and when" are substituted. 

Se~Non 27 
Immediately after the, w9rd~ "Exohflquer Ao~ot1nt" at 

the end of the. se~tion, the. words H and such sums are hereby 
. charged on the P?nl;'oIidat.ed Fund " are inserted. 

Section 28 

. In 8\lbsection (1)" for th~ words "Legislative Council" 
w~ete'Vf?r J~~y ~ppe~l .t~e .W:-0r,d H Houeo " is substituted. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-CoNTINUED 

Exten! of Amendment 

Section 29 
In subsection (1), for the words U Legislative Council" the 

word" House" is.aubstituted. 

For subsection (2), the following subseotion is substituted:­

"(2)'',I'he Auditor·General shall set out in his annual report 
all payments made out of public moneys to a member 
of each chamber of PafIiament (other than the salary 
and any allowances paid to him as a Minister, President 
or Deputy President C!f the Senate, Speaker or Deputy 
Speaker of the House. Parliamentary SeCI'etary or as a 
member. and any pension paid to such member) by 
stating the name of the member receiving the payment, 
the total amount which he has received and the sel'Vice 
or services in respect of which the payxnflnt was ~ade.)' 

In subsection (4) for the words" Legislative Council" the 
word H House" is 8\lbstituted. 

In subsection (5) :-
(a) for the words" Legislative Council" the word H House " 

is substituted ~ 
(b) for the words "Aai<;l Council" the word I,. House n is 

aubstituted. 

Section 31 
In subsection (I), for all the words beginning with the 

word" surcharge" to the end of the subsectiqn the following 
words are inserted : 

• U refer the matter to the appropriate Service Commission, 
and the appropriate Service Commission may, if they 
deem fit, and after giving the person an opportunity 
to give such further explanation as he may wish, sur~ 
charge against such person the amount. (01' any part 
thereof)" of such amount not 'Collected or, as the case 
may be,- the amount (or any part thereof) of such payment 
01' deficiency or 'the value of the property destroyed." 

8ection 32 
For the word H Minister" the words II appropriate Service 

Commission ., are substituted. 

Section 33 
For the word " Minister" tae words II appropriate Service 

Commission" are substituted. 

Section 34 
The section is deleted. 

Section 35 
Immediately after the words "the Minister may)l the 

words "with the approval of, the appropriate Service 
Commission H are"inaerted. 

Section' 36 
For the words "Legislative Council U wherever theJ:" 

app~arJ the word" House '.' is Bubstituted. 

Section 38 
For the words "- Legislative Council" wherever they 

aJ?~ear, the word U House n is substituted. 



Existing Laws Amendment Order, 1962 

LaW8 

The Interpretation Act, 
1962 (No.2 of 1962) 

SECOND SCHEDULE-CONTINUED 

Extent oj Amendment 

Seeti-on 40 
" :for the words .H voted by the Legislative Council" the 

words "provided by Parliament" are substituted. 

Section 45 
For the words H Legislative Counoil U wherever they 

appoar, the word H House" is Bubstituted. 

Section· 47 
For the words H the Legislative Counoil" the word 

" Parliament II is substituted. 

Section 48 
. In subseotion (2), for the wOI'ds " the Legislative Council " 

tho word" Parliament" is substituted. 

Sec/ion 50 
In subseotion (2), for the words "Legislative Council'" 

the word " House" is substituted. 

General 
}I'or l.he words:" the Legislature" wherever they appeal', 

other : than in section 2 or in the Sohedule the word 
" Parliament" is substituted. 

Section 2 
For the definition of " Act" the following definition is 

substituted :-
H ~ Act' means an Act of Parliament, or an Act of a legis­

lature of Trinidad and Tobago passed before 30th August, 
1962;}I. 

Section 45 
For subsection (1), the following SUbsection is substituted:­
"(a) I Act' means an' Act of ParliE1Inent, or an Act of a 

legislature of Trinidad and Tobago passed before the 
30th August, 1962 ; and in any Aot other than this 
Act. 'Act t include,S an Ordinance ; 

(6) 'chamber' meRns the Senate or the House; 
(c) 'th~ House' means the House of Representatives; 
(d) , Ordinance' means an Ordinance of a legislature 

of Trinidad and Tobago passed before the date of 
the commencement of the Statute Law Act, 1962; 
and in any enactment passed or made before that 
date' Ordinance' includes an Act; 

(e) 'the Senate' fileans the Senate of Trinidad and 
Tobago." 

Section 46 
Paragraphs (6) and (c) are deleted, 
For the definition of "Bupl'eme Court" in paragraph (i) 

the following definition is substituted :-
" • Supreme Court' means the Supreme Court 'of Judicature 
t established under the ConstitutIOn.') 

Bection 47 > 

For the definitions of " Governor" and Order in Council " 
in paragraphs (k) and (I) respectively, the following definitions 
aI'e substituted :---

"<' Oovernor·G~eral' meal}S the person appointed to 
theofffce of Governor~General of Trinidad and Tobago 

51 
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Existin;J Laws Amendment Order, 1962 

i:lECOND SCHBDULE-CONTINUED 

Extent of Amendment 

and includes any person performing the functions of 
that· office under seetio!). 21 of the Constitution; 

'Order in C,ouncil J when used in an enactment passed 
or Iuude after the canunollcernent of this Aot moans an 
order of the Governol'wGeneral made on tht} advice of 
Cu.binot a.nd inoludos an ol'dm' HU1do in like manlWl' 
by p. fOl'nUH' Governor of rl'ri.nidad and Tobago 01' by u. 
person exercising any of the functions of the office of 
Governor." 

Scct1:o.n 49 
In subseotion (1), a semicolon is substituted for the full 

stop at th~ end of paragraph (b) thereof, and the following 
paragraph llserted as paragraph (c) : - ' 

H I Pal'liamo"nt' means the. Parliament of Trinidad and 
, Tobago." 

Section 50 
For the definition 'of H constitutional laws of Trinidad 

and Tobago" in paragraph (e), the following definition is 
substituted :-

1'.' the Constitution' or 'the constituHonl11 "laws of 
'l'rinidad and rrobago t means the Constitution annexed 

'/ ,to the Trinidad and Tobago (Constitution) Order' in 
Counoil, 1962, and includes an Act that arnends or 
replacel:l any of the provisions thereof ;." 

Sect'ion 52 
The section is deleted . 

Section <53 
The section is deleted. 

Sche<lul. 
In sub-parag"aph (2) of puragraph 1, immediately after 

the words "this Act", the words H other than in the 
Excl1equer and Audit Ordinance, 1959" are inserted. 

Made by the Governor-General this lstday of SeptelI!per. 196~. 
I ' 

'SOLOMON HOCHOY 
Governor-General 
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