
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 11-1925. 

c. 
I ASSENT, 

[L.S.] 

H. A. BYATT, 
Govemor. 

3rd April, 1925. 

1\N ORDINANCE to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to Malicious Injuries to rroperty. 

[3rd April, 1925.] 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Council thereof as follows :-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Malicious Short title. 

Damage Ordinance, 1925. 

2. In this Ordinance unless the context otherwise Intc!rpret::l· 
requires, the expression :, Constable " means any member tion. 

of the Constabulary Force and includes any Rural, Estate, 
City or Borough Constable. 

lujt"ies by fire to b1£ild1'ngs, aml goods thereiJt. 
3. vVhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously set fire s ... rting fire 

to any church, chapel, meeting-house, or other place of t&c~hurchcs, 
divine worship, shall be guilty of felony, and being 

[Pr~ce 8d.] 
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convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned fo r life 
or for any term of years, with or without hard labour, 
and, if a male under the age of sixteen years, with or 
without corporal punishment. 

Setting llr.c 4. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously set fire 
to a dwe.lllng d llin h b . h . h 11 b house, any to any we g- ouse, any person emg t ereiD, s a c 
phrson being guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall be 
t eroln. liable to be imprisoned for life or for any ierm of years, 

Setting fire 
to a bouse, 
outhouse, 
warehouse, 
&c:. 

with or without hard labour, and, iC a n:ale under the 
age of sixteen years, ''rith or without corporal punishment. 

5. \Vhosoeve1' shall ~awfully and maliciously set fire 
to any house, stable, coach-house, outhouse, warehouse, 
office, store, shop, mill, boiling-house, curing-house, still­
house, store-house, megass-house, cocoa-house, barn, 
granary, shed, hovel, or fold, or to any building or erection 
used in the cultivation, collection, or manufacture of 
sugar, cocoa, coffee, or other produce, or in carrying on 
any trade or manufacture, or any branch thereof, with 
;~t-::ui: tilereby to injure or defraud any person, shall be 
guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for Jife or for any tcJ-m of years, 
with or without hard labour, and, if a male und~r the 
age of sixteen years, with or without corporal punishment. 

~~~~~gPfi;blic 6. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously set fire to 
buuJng. any building, other than such as are in this Ordinance before 

mentioned, belonging to the King, or to any city, borough, 
town, ward, parish, or place, or to any court of justice, or 
devoted or dedka ted to public use or ornament, or erected or 
maintained by public subscription or contribution, shall be 
guil ty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable 
to be imprisoned for life or for any term of years, with or 
without hard labour, and, if a male under the age of sixteen 
years, with or without corporal punishment. 

Setting fire 
to otheT 
boUdJngs. 

7. Whosoever shaH unlawfuUy and m.a1iciously set firE' 
to any building other than such as are in this Ordinance 
before m~ntioned shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liab'L' to be imprisoned for any 
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term not exceeding ten years, with or without hard labour, 
and, if a male under the age of sixteen n~ars, with or 
without corporal punislunent. 

1925. 

8. "Vbosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously set fire Setting fi;rc 
to any matter or thing, being in, against, or under any ~~~;910 
building under such circumstances that if the building t~e setti~~ 
were thereby set fire to the offence would amount to a ~r~el~n;h c:h 
felony, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted · 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding ten years, with or without hard labour, and, 
if a male under the age of sixteen years, with or without 
corporal punishment. 

9. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously by any Attempting 

overt act attempt to set fire to any building, or any matter ~c:illd!n~ to 

or thing in the last preceding section mentioned, under &c:. ' 

such circumstances tha t if the same were thereby set fire 
to, the offender would be guilty of felony, shall be guilty 
of felony, and being convicted thereof. shall be liable 
to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding ten years, 
with or without hard labour, and, if a male under the 
age of sixteen years, with or without corporal punishment. 

10. \Vbosoever shall place in, against, or under any r~c:lng b 
building any petroleum or any mineral, vegetable, or other.!a~~ Jo 
oil, or any hay, straw, cotton-waste or other combustible or with intent 
inflammable material, with intent to set fire to such to set fire. 

building, under such circwnstances that if fire were set 
to the building the offender would be guilty of felony, 
or to render such building liable to take fire under such 
circumstances as aforesaid, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding ten years, with or without 
hard labour. 

11. All persons who conspire, confederate, or agree to Consp~ey 
set fire to any building under such circumstances that the to set fire. 

actual setting of such fire would be felony, and whosoever 
solicits, encow·ages, persuades, or endeavours to persuade, 
or proposes to any person to set fire to any building, under 

• 
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such circumstances as aforesaid, shall be guil ty of a 
misdemQanor, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable lo be imprisoned for any term not exceeding te11 
years, with or without hard laboUJ:. 

btfze,wie.'i by explosive substances to Bteitdings and Goods 
therei·n. 

Destroyln,g 12. \Vhosoever shall unlawfu lly and maliciously. by the 
~r~~~~~~~th explosion of gunpowder or other explosi\'C substance, 
gunpowder, destroy, throw down, or damage the whole or any part of 
~~rnrrsoo any dwelling-house, any person being therein, or of any 
therein. building whereby lhe life of any person shall be endangered, 

shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for life or for any 
term of years, with or without hard labour, and, if a 
male under the age of s ixtren years, witb or without 
corporal punishment. 

Attempting 
to destroy 
buildings 
wlth gun· 
powder. 

Rioters 
destroying 
church, 
building. 
machinery, 
&e. 

13. \Vhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously place or 
throw in, into, upon, under, a~ainst, or near any building 
any gunpowder or other explosl\re snbstancc. with intent to 
destroy or damage any building, or any engine, machinery, 
working tools, fLxh1res, goods, or cba ttels, shall, whether or 
not any explosion takes place, and whether or not any 
damage be effected, be guilty of fe lony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding ten years, with or without hard labour, and, if 
a male under the age of s ixteen years , with or without 
corporal punishmenl. 

btjteries to BH·ildings by Rioters, &c. 
14. If any persons riotously or tumultuously assembled 

together shall unlawfully and with force demolish, or pull 
down or destroy, or begin to demolish, pull down or destroy, 
any church, chapel, meeting-house, or other place of divine 
worship, or any house, stable, coach-house, outhouse, ware­
house, office, store, shop, mill, boiling-house, curing house, 
still-house, store-house, mcgass-house, cocoa-house, barn, 
granary, shed, hovel, or fold, or any building or erection 
used in the collection or manufaclllre of sugar, cocoa, 
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coffee, or other produce, or in carrying on any trade or 
manufacture, or any branch thereof, or any building, 
other than such as are in this section before mentioned, 
belonging to the King, or to any city borough, town, ward, 
parish, or place, or to any court of justice, or devoted or 
dedicated to public use or ornament, or erected or main­
tained by public subscription or contribution, or any 
machinery, whether fixed or moveable, prepared for or 
employed. in any manufacture, or in any branch thereof, 
or upon or for the pw·poses of any railway~ or any steam 
engine or other engine, every such offender shall be guilty 

" of felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding ten years, with 
or without hard labour. 

1925. 

15. If any persons riotously or tumultuously assembled Rioters 
together shall unlawfully and with force injure or damage ~j~~.og 
any property as is in the last preceding section mentioned, m~chl~~ry. 
every such offender shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, &c. 

and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding five years, with or without 
hard labour: Provided tha t if upon the trial of any person 
for any felony in the last preceding section mentioned 
the jury shall not be satisfied that such person is guilty 
thereof, but shall be satisfied that he is guilty of any 
offence in this section mentioned, then the jury may 
find him guilty thereof, and he may be punisheti accordingly. 

I njuries to Build?>rtgs by Tenants. 
16. ·whosoever , being possessed of any dwelling-house Ten11nts of 

obr ilod~her b
1 

u
1
ilddifng, or patrt of afny dwelling-th

1
ousc

1 
or other ~~~:~~~u~~·· 

u mg, 1e or any erm o years or o 1er ess term, injuring 

or at will, or held over after the termina'tion of any tenancy, them. 

shall unlawfully and maliciously pull down or demolish, 
or begin to pull down or demolish, the same or any part 
thereof, or shall unlawfully and maliciously pull down or 
sever from the freehold any fixture being fixed in or to such 
dwelling-house or building, or part of such dwelling-house 
or building, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding f ive years, with or without hard 
labour. 
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lnj~m·cs to Machinery, <5-c.. 

17. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously c:ut, 
break, or destroy, or damage with intent to destroy or to 
render useless, any machine or engine, or any tooJ .or 
implement , whether fixed or mo\·eable, u sed or intended 
to be used for any agricultural operation, or any machine 
or engine or any tool or implemen t. ·whether fixed or 
moveable, prepared for or employed in the manufacture of 
sugar, cocoa , or coffee, or any other manufacture whatso­
ever, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term 
not exceeding seven years, with or without bard labour, 
and, if a male u11der the age of sixtet>n years, with or 
without corporal punishment. 

Injuries to Crops, Trees, Vegetable P7oduct£ons, &c. 
18. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously set fire to 

any crop nf sugar-canes, whether standing or cut down, or to 
any crop of hay, grass, corn, grain. or to any cultivated vege­
table produce, whether standing or cut down, o.r tc) any stack 
or st acked heap of strtl.w. trash, ground-cane, megass, cane­
tops, corn-stalks, wood, or other matter used for fuel, or to 
any plantation of cocoa, coffee, or other trees, 01· to any part 
of any wood, coppice, or plantation of trees or valuable 
plants , or ground produce, wheresoever thr same may be 
growing, or to any trash reserved or placed on any lC~.nd in 
cow·se of cultivation, shall be guilty of felony, a nd being 
convicted shall be l iable to be imprisoned for any term no t 
exceeding ten years, with or without hard labour, and, if a 
male under the age of sixteen years, with or without 
corporal punishment. · 

Setting fire 19. 'Vhosoever shaD unlawfully and maliciously set fire 
~~~¢!~w, to any hay, straw, trash, megass, cane-tops or corn-stalks, 
menta. or to anv coal, wood, chn.rcoal, or other substance whatso-

ever, or· to any implement of husbandry, being in any 
building whatsoever. ·with intent thereby to set fire to such 
building and to injure or defraud, shall be guilty of felony, 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding ten years, with o r without bard 
labour, and, if a male undt!I the age of sixteen years, wilh 
or without corporal~punishment. 
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2:>. Whosoever shall unlawfully nnd maliciously by any Attempting 
overt act attempt to set fire to any matter or thing as in to set fire to 
either of the last two preceding sections mentioned, c~~~· hay, 

under such circumstances that, if the same were thereby 
set fire to, the offender would be, under either of such 
sections, guilt.y of felony, shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding five years, with or without hard 
labour, and, if a male under the age of sixteen years, with 
or without corporal punishment. 

21. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously cut, Destroying 
break bark root up or otherwise destroy or damage the trees, shrubs, 

I I I !iC tc thO 
whole or any part of any tree, sapling, or shrub, or any va1~'c of 

underwood, growing in any park, pleasure-ground, garden, :~~~i~~~.£1 

orchard, or avenue, or in any ground adjoining or belonging pteasu.re 
1 

a 
to any dwelling house (in case the amount of the injury ground, &c. 

done shall exceed the sum of one pound), shall be guilty of · 
felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding two years, with 
or without hard labour, and, if a male under the age of 
sixteen years, with or without corporal punishment. 

22. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously cut, break, Destroying 

bark, root up. or otherwise destroy or damage the whole or ~:;sin &:c., 
any part of any tree, sapling, or shrub, or any underwood, pleasure 

growing elsewhere than in any park, pleasure-ground, ground.~ 
garden, orchard, or aYenue, or in any ground adjoining or 
belonging to any dwelling-house (in case the amount of the 
injmy done shall exceed the sum ol five pounds), shall be 
guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable 
to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding two years, 
with or without hard !abouT, and, if a male under the age 
of sixteen years, with or without corporal punishment. 

Tnj'ttries to Sea and Ri'lJer Banlls, Canals, Ponds, &c. 

d 
23. ' ¥hosoedver shall 1unla~.vfuUday and madlicitously break ~:::~:g 

own or cut own or ot 1erw1se mage or es roy any sea works on· 
bank, or sea wall, or the bank, dam, or wall of or belonging ~nals or 

to any river, canal, drain, reservoir, or marsh, whereby ~~~0J:uns 
any land or building shall be or shall be in danger of being or reservoirs, 
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overflowed or damaged, or shall unlawfully and maliciously 
throw, break, or cut down, level, undermine, or otherwise 
destroy any quay, wharf, jetty, lock, sluice, or floodgate, or 
other work belonging to any port, harbour, dock, or reservoir, 
or on or belonging to any navigable river or canal, or shall 
unlawfully and maliciously damage or destroy any dam or 
reservoir constructed under the prov isions of the Oil 

(4ti- J!l20l Pollution qnd Water Conservation Ordinance, 1920, 
shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall 
be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding ten 
years, with or without hard labour, and, if a male under the 
age of sixteen years, with or without corporal punishment. 

nemoving 24. Whosoever shall unla"vfully and maliciously cut off, 
the piles of draw up, or remove any piles, chalk, or other materials 
~~~J~.ea&c . , fixed in the ground, and used for seeming any sea bank or 
or doing any sea wall or the bank dam or wall of any river canal 
damage to • ' ' ' · . ' ' 
obstruct the dram, aqueduct, marsh, reservou·, pool, port, harbour, dock, 
n~vig~tion quay, wharf, jetty, or lock, or shall un11.wfully and 
O• a nver li' . 1 ~1. fl d 1 . d or c<mal. rna c1ous y open or w·aw up any oo gate or s mce, or o 

any other injury or mischief to any navigable river or canal, 
with intent and so as thereby to obstruct or prevent the 
carrying on, completing, or maintaining the n<>.vigation 
thereof, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be in1prisoned for any term not 
exceeding five years, with or without hard labour, and, if 
a male under the age of sixteen years, with or without 
corporal pwushment. 

Breaking 25. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously cut 
~~~~:o~f through, break down, or otherwise destroythedam, floodgate , 
mill-dam. or sluice of any fish-pond, or of any water which shall be 

private property, or in which there shall beanyprivateright 
of fishery, with intent thereby to take or destroy any of the 
fish in such pond or water, or so as thereby to cause the loss 
or destruction of any of the fish, or shall unl~wfully and 
maliciously put any lime or other noxious material in any 
such pond or water, with intent thereby to destroy any of the 
fish that may then be or that rna y thereafter be put therein, 
or shall unlawfully and maliciously cut through, break 
down, or otherwise destroy the dam or floodgate of any mill 
pond, reservoir, or pool, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
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and being convicted thereof shall be liable i.o be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding t\\'O years, with or 
without hard labour, and, if a male undl·r the age of sixteen 
years, with or without corporal punishment. 

lttjuries to Bridges, &c. 
26. vVhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously pull or Injury to a 

throw down, or in anywise destroy any bridge (whether ~."~uEc 
f ) 

. d d uri gc. overanystrcamo \\"a terornot ,oranyvta uctoraquc net, 
over or under which bridge, viaduct, or aqueduct, any 
highway, rail·way, or canal shall pass, or do any injury with 
intent, and so as thereby to render such bridge, viaduct, 
or aqueduct, or the highway, railway, or canal passing 
over or under the same, or any par t thereof, dangerous or 
impassable, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding ten years, with or without h~.rd labour, and, if 
a male under the age of sixteen years, with or without 
corporal punishment. 

btjuries to lVorks nf Art. 
27. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously des troy or Destroying 

da bo k · t · . b books, works mage any o , manuscnp , p1cture, statue, ust, or vase, or :~rt, &c. 
or any other article or thing kept for the purpose of art, 
science, or literature, or as an object of curiosity, in a.ny 
museum, gallery, cabinet, library or other repository, which 
museum, gallery, cabinet, lib:ary or other repository is either 
at all times or from time to time open for the admission of the 
public or of any con::-id erab~e number of persons, to view the 
same, either by the permission <J f the proprietor thereof, or by 
the payment of money before entering the same, or any 
picture, statue, monument, or other memorial of the dead, 
painted glass, or other ornament, or work of art, in any 
church, chapel, meeting-house, or other place of divine 
worship, or in any building belonging to the King, or to any 
city, borough, town, ward, parish , or place, or to any court 
of justice, orin any street, square,church yard, burial ground, 
public garden or ground, or any statue or monument 
exposed to public view, or any ornament, railing, or fence 
surrounding such statue or monument, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be liable 
to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding two years, 
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with or without hard labour, and, if a male under the age of 
sixteen years, with or without co1,:>orru punishment : 
Pco,-ided Lh:'1.t nol hing in this sedion contained shall be 
deemed to affect tlle right of any person to recover, l>y 
action at law, damages for the injm·y so committed. 

Inj-ttries to Cattle. 
28. vVhosoever shaU unlawfully and maliciously kill, 

maim, or wonnd any cattle shall be guil ty of felony, and 
being convicted thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding seven years, with or without hard 
labour. 

For the purposes of this section~ t he c~-pression 
"cattle" includes horses, asses. mules, kine, sheep, goats, 
and swine, as well as all h orned cattle. 

Injuries to ships, &c. 
Stottih'~g Lireith 29. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously set fire 

0 s lPS w . . d ] . I 
Intent to to, cast away, or m anywiSe estroy any s up or vesse , 
prejudice the whether the same be complete or in an unfinished state, 
owners or h 11 nl full d li · I 1· t undorwriten. or s a u aw y an ma c1ous y set trc ·o, cast away, 

or in anywise destroy any ship or vcsscJ. with intent thereby 
to prejudice any owner or p~rt owner of such ship or vesse l 
or of any goods on board thL· samv, or nny pcr!)on that has 
underwritten, or shi:~Jl underwrite Hny policy of insurance 
upon such ship or vessel, or on the freight thereof, or upon 
any goods on board the same. shall be guilty of felony, and 
being convictr d thc>rcof shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
liie or for any term of years, with or without hard labour, 
and, if a male under the age of sixteen years, \·vith or without 
corporal punishment. 

I 

Attem~ting 30. \Vhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously by any 
to set fire to . 
11 ship. overt act attempt to set frre to. ca5t away, or destroy any 

ship or vessel , under such circumstances tl1at if the ship or 
vessel were thereby s..t fire to, cast away, or destroyed. the 
offender would be guil ty of felony, shall be guilty of felony. 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding ten years, with or without 
hard labour, and, ira male under the age of sixteen years, 
with or .without corporal punishment. 
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31 Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously place or Placing gun­
throw in, into, upon, against, or near any ship or vessel any powder 0hi? or 

d th 1 
. . h . ncar a s p 

gunpow er or o er exp os1ve substance, wtt mtent to with intent 
destroy or damEge any ship or vessel, or any machinery, todamngeit. 

working tools, goods, or chattels, shall, whether or not any 
explosion take place, and whether or not any injury bC:' 
effected, be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof 
shall be l iable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
ten years, w~th or without hard labour, and, if a male 
under the age of sixteen years, with or without corporal 
punishme~t. 

32. vVhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously damage, D~maging 
otherwise than by fire , gunpowder, or other explosive ~!~~s tb~hnc~Y 
substance, any ship or vessel, whether complete or in an lire. 
unfinished state, with intent to destroy the same, or to 
render the same useless, shall be guilty of felony, and 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding ten years, with or without 
hard labour, and, if a male under the age of sixteen yens, 
with or without corporal punishment. . 

33. vVhosoever shall unlawfully mask, alter, or remove Exhib!ti( 
any light or signal, or unlawfully exhibit any false light or f~c Slgnals, 

signal, with intent to bring any ship, vessel, or boat, into 
danger, or shall unlawfully and maliciously do anything 
tending to the immediate loss or destruction of any ship, 
vessel, or boat, and for which no punishment is herein-
b efore provided , shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding ten years, with or without hard 1abour, 
and, if a male under the age of sixteen years, with or 
without corporal punishment. 

34. \iVhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously cut Removing or 

away, cast adrift, remove, alter, deface , sink, or destroy, or ~onccalin~ 
shall unlawfully a~d malicious ly do any act. with intent to o:!r\: 
cut away, cast adnft, rem ove, alter, deface, smk,or destroy, marl.-s. 

or shall in any other manner unlawfully and maliciously · 
injure or conceal any boat. buoy, rope, prrch, or mark used 
or intended for the guidance of seamen for the purpose of 
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navigation, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding fiYe years, \\"ith or without hard labour, and, if 
a male under lhe age of sixteen years, with or without 
corporal punishment. 

35. \IVhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously destroy 
any part of any ship or vesse l which shall be in dtslress, or 
wt·ecked, stranded, or cast on shore, or any goods, merchan­
dize, or articles of any kind belonging to such ship or vessel, 
shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall 
be liable to be imprisoned for any ll~rm not exceeding seven 
years, with or without hard labour, and, ii a male under the 
age of sixteen years, with or without corporal punishment. 

Sending letters threateni11g to bttrn or destroy. 

36. \Vbosoc,·er shall send, delh·er, or utter, or directly or 
indirectly cause to be received, knowing the contents 
thereof, any le tter or writing threatening to burn or destroy 
any house, barn, or other building, or any growing crop, or 
any agricultural produce, or any ship, or vessel, or to kill, 
maim, or wound any cattle, shall be guilty of felony, and 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding five years, with or without hard 
labour, and, if a male under the age of sixteen years, with or 
without corporal punishment. 

Injztries to Valuabl~ Sewrilic:s. Docwnents of Title, 
·witts, &c. 

Destroying, 37.-(1) vVbosocver shall unlawfully and maliciously, 
&c.,vatunblo or for any fraudulent purpose, destroy, inJ'ure, cancel, 

s:curitics. 
or obliterate the whole or any part of any valuable 
security, or any document of title to lands or goods, shall 
be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding three 
years, with or without hard labour. 

(2) For the purposes of this St' ction. the expression 
·• Valuable Security" includes any wri ! in~ entitling or 
evidencing the tiUe of any person to any share or in teres t in 
any public stock, annuity, fund, or debt of any part of His 
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Maje~ty's dominions, or of any fl'>reign state, or in any stock, 
annwty, fund, or debt of any body corporate, company, 
or society, whether within or withou t His Majesty's 
dominions, or to any deposit in any bank ; and also include' 
any scrip, debenture, bill, note, warrant, order, or other 
security for payment of money, or any accountable receipt, 
release, or discharge, or any receipt or other instrument 
evidencing the payment of money, or the delivery of any 
chattel personal ; and the expression 

"Docwnent of t itle to lands" includes any Crown 
g1·ant, certificate of title, instrument, deed, map, roll, 
register, paper, or parchment, written or printed, or 
partly written and partly printed, being or containing 
evidence of the tit.le, or any part of the title, to any real 
estate or to any interest in or out of any real estate ,: and 
the expression 

"Document of t itle to goods " includes any bill 
of lading, India warrant, dock warrant, warehouse-keeper's 
ccrtifica te, warrant or order for the deli very or transfer of 
any goods or Yaluablc thing, bought or sold note, or any 
other document used in the ordinary course of business as 
proof of the possession or cont rol of goods, or authorising 
or purporting to authorise, either by endorsement or by 
delivery, the possessor of such document to transfer or 
receive any goods thereby represented or therein mentioned 
or refened to. 

1925. 

38. Whosoever shall, either during the life of the testator Destrol?og, 
or after his death, unlawfully and maliciously, or for any a:c .• w,us. 
fraudulent purpose, destroy, injure, cancel, obliterate. or 
conceal, the whole or any part of any will, codicil, or other 
testamentary instrument, whether the same shall relate 
to real or personal estate, or to both, shall be guilty of 
felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding five years, with or 
without hard labour. 

39. 'Whosoever shall unJa,vfully and maliciously, or for Destroying, 
any fraudulent purpose, dl·stroy, injure, cancel, or obliterate, ::~isd~ru-
thc whole or any part of any record, writ~ return, panel, record, &c. ) 
process, intetTogatory, deposition, aifidavi t, order, or decree, 

, 
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or of any originaldocumentwhatsoever of or belonging to any 
court of justice, or relating to any cause or matter, civil 
or criminal, begun, depending, or terminating in any court 
of justice, or of any original document in anywise relating 
to the business of any office or employment under His 
Majesty, or being or remaining in any ofiice appertaining 
to any court of justice, oT in any Government or public 
office, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
three years, with or without hard labour. 

Inju1·£es not before provided for .. 

Persons 40. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously commit 
:~~:ng any damage, injury, or spoil to or upon any Teal or personal 
inju~esnot property whatsoever, either of a public or private nature, 
before f h. h · h · h · b f 'd d h provided for or w IC no pums ~ent 1s erem e ore provt e , t e 
exceeding damage, injury, or spoil being to an amount exceeding 
~;£mount five pounds, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and being 

Making or 
havi~ 
explOSIVe 
substances 
with intent 
to commit 
offence 
against this 
Ordinance. 

Power to 
search and 
arrest 
suspected 
pe-rsons. 

convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding two years, with or without hard labour. 

Making explosive substance to commit offences, and searching 
for the same. 

41. Whosoever shall make· or manufacture, or knowingly 
have in his possession, any gunpowder or other explosive 
substance, or any dangerous or noxious thing, or any 
machine, engine, instrument, or tiling, with intent by means 
thereof to commit, or for the purpose of enabling any other 
person to commit, any of the felonies in tllis Ordinance 
mentioned, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding two years with or without hard labour, 
and, if a male under the age of sixteen years, with or 
without corporal punishment. 

42. Where there is reasonable cause to suspect that any 
combustible or inflammable; material is concealed or placed 
in, against, or under, any house, building or other place 
for the purpose of being used in committing any of the 
felonies in this Ordinance mentioned, it shall be lawful for 
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any Justice of the Peace, by warrant under l1is hand, to 
autl10rise any constable, with such assistance as may bt. 
necessary, tu enter and 5l·arch at any time of the <.lay 0 1' 

night such house, building, or other place and any adjacent 
premises; and, if any combustible or inflammable ma terial 
is found, to convey the same forthwith before any 
Magistrate, or to guard the same on the spot or in some 
place of sccw·ity subject to the orders of any Magistrate, 
and to apprehend and convey before any Magistrate the 
peison or persons in, agairl$t, or 11nder. whose house, 
building or place such material i~ found, if any constable 
acting under any such warrant as a[oresaid has reasonable 
cause to susped any such person of having been privy to the 
concealment or placing of such materinl, and a lso any other 
pen;on fo und in or near such house, building or place who 
appears to have been privy to the c'Of!Cealment or placin~ 
of such material. 

Snpp!emental Provis1'on.s. 

1925. 

43 . . \ny constable may tal:e into cusludy, without Persons 
watTant, any person whom he shall find lying or loite1 ing in l~ithent· ogdat 

' d h l · · I d h Dtg ' 
30 

any h1ghway, yar , or o t crp ace ..lunng the wg lt an w om suspected 

he shaU have good cause to su~pect of having committt·d ~Ye~Dded 
or being about lo commit any felony in this Ordinance a pr e • 

mentioned, and · hall take ~ uch p~rson as soon as reasonably 
may be before a J ustice c,f the Perlce, to bt• deall with 
accordin~~ to law. 

44. Every punishment by lhis Ordinance imposed on Mal.icc 

any person maliciously committing any uffence shall equally ~~~~~tnot 
apply and be enforced, whether the offence shall be esseutlaJ to 
committed from malice conceived against the owner of offence. 

the property in respect of which it shall be committed 
·or otherwise. 

45. Every provision of t his Ordinance no t ht:rcinbefore :.: · Orutnanr.c to 

applied shall apply to every person who, with intent to inj~re ~~·~'!r :r 
or defraud any other pc!·son . shall do any of ilie acts herem- person .in 

before made penal, although the offender shall be the owner ~:s'~" 01 

·or be in pos.;ession of the property against or in respect of injured. 

which ~uGh act shall be done. 
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46. On the trial of any person fo1· any offence against 
this Ordinance, it shall not he necessary to prove an int<'n t 
to injure or defraud any particular person, but it shall be 
sufficient to prove that the party accused did the act 
charged with an intent to injure or defraud (as the 
case may be). 

47. ·whenever any person shall be convicted of any 
misdemeanor punishable under this Ordinance, the court 
may, ii it shall think fit , .,in addition to or in lieu 
of any of the punishments by this Ordinance authorized, 
fine the offender , and require him to enter into his own 
recognizances, and to find sureties, both or either, for 
keeping the peace and being of good behaviour; and in 
case of any felony punishable under this Ordinance, the 
court may, if it shall think fit, require the offender to 
enter into his own recognizances, and to find sureties, 
both or either, for keeping the peace, in addition to any 
punishment by this Ordinance authorized; provided that 
no person shall be imprisoned under this section for 
not finding sureties for any period exceeding one year. 

48. The Malicious Injury to Property Ordinance, No. 16, 
the Malicious Injury to Property Ordinance, 1908, 
paragraph 1 of Schedule II of the Corporal Punishment 
Ordinance, 1916, and section 104 of t4e \.YiJls and Probate 
Ordinance, 1921 , are hereby repealed . 

Passed in Council this thirteenth day of March, in 
the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five. 

JOHN DE NOBRIGA, 
Clerk of the Cormcil. 
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OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The existing local law relating to indictable offences of malicious 
injuries to property (Ordinance No. 16) is practically n copy of an 4\, 

English Act which was passed in 18~7 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 30). This Act 
was superseded by the Malicious Damage Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vic. c. 97) 
which represents the present English law on this subject. The object of 
this Bill therefore is to bring the local law as far as possible into line 
with that in force in England. 

To a great extent the Bill makes no substantial change in the 
existing Jaw as contained in Ordinance No. 16, but a number of new 
provisions are inserted, the mvre important of which may be dealt 
with briefly as follows:-

The provisions of Clause 23 a ro extended so as to include injury to 
any dam'or reservoir constructed under the provisions of the Oil Pollution 
and Water Conservation Ordinance, 1920. 

Clause 34 deaJs with the offence of removing, injuring or concealing 
buoys or other sea marks intended for purposes of navigation, no 
provision for which exists at present. 

Ciauses 37 to 39 are taken from unrepealed provisions of the Larceny 
Act of 1861 so far as those provisions relate to the destruction of or 
injury to valuable securities, wills and documents of record. The sub­
stance of clause 38 at present appears in section 104 of the Wills Ordinance, 
No. 18 of 1921, which it is now proposed to·repeal. 

Clause 47 enables the Court, in addition to or in lieu of any punish­
ment authorized by the Ordinance, to fine any person convicted under 
the Ordinance and to 1·equire him to enter into recognizances to keep 
the peace and be of good behav-iour. 

The provisions dealing with the infliction of corporal punishment 
have been altered. Under Schedule II of the Corporal Punishment 
Ordinance, 1916, corporal punishment may be ordered to be inflicted 
upon any male person convicted of certain MaHcious Injury Offences. 
In the Bill, however, the English Act bas been followed and co~oral 
punishment has been provided for in respect of a number of addihonal 
offences but the power to order corporal punishment is limited to cases 
where the offender is under the age of sixteen years. 

..... 


