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TRINIDAD axp TOBAGO.
No. 39.—1916.
I ASSENT, .
[L.8.]
J. R. CHANCELLOR,
Governor,

11th December, 19186,

AN ORDINANCE to regulate fishing in Colonial waters.

[11th December, 1916.)

H it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Counecil
thereof as follows :—

Short Title. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Fisheries Ordi-

nance, 1916.

Ofbhention of 2. This Ordinance shall extend to all rivers, whether

tidal or otherwise, and all Colonial waters within one
marine league of the coast.

Regulations. 8.—(1.) The Governor in Executive Council may make
regulations, which shall be published in the Royal Gazette,
for all or any of the following purposes :—

(a.) For prescribing the size of mesh, form and

dimensions of nets or appliances for fishing and
for the manner of using the same ;
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(6.) For restricting the size of fish, crabs, shrimps
and turtles that may be taken, and prohibiting
the sale or exposing for sale of such gs are under
such size as may be prescribed by the regulations; -

(¢.) To prevent the taking of fish, oysters, crabs,
shrimps and turtles at such times and within
such areas as may be defined in the regulations;

(d.) For naming, and prescribing the duties of,
persons autherized to see to the carrying out of
the provisions of this Ordinance.

(2.) Provided always that with regard to any net owned
and used. by a fisherman at the date when this Ordinance
comes into operation, the construction whereof may contra-
vene the provisions of any regulation, he shall be at liberty
to continue using such net for a period of twelve months
from such last mentioned date. But the onus of proving
that such net was owned and used before the coming into
operation of this Ordinance shall be upon the person
alleging the same.

(8.) Regulations made under this Ordinance shall not
have any force or effect until they have been approved by
the Legislative Council, and when so approved by resolution
shall have the same force and eoffect as if they were -
contained in and formed part of this Ordinance.

- &.—(1.) Any person acting in contravention of A0y TeGU- Penalty for
lation under this Ordinance is, on summary conviction before 2 1o contra-
a Magistrate, liable to a fine not exceeding T'en Pounds or to reguations.
imprisonment with or without hard labour for any term not

exceeding two months.

(2.) Such Magistrate, in his discretion, may also order
any net or other appliance used in the commission of any
offence to be forfeited to Hig Majesty.

8. Any person who uses poison of any description or any vge of poison
explosive with intent to stupefy, poison, take or kill figh g or explosives.
liable on summary convietion before a Magistrate to a fine
not exceeding Twenty Pounds or to imprisonment with or
without hard labour for a term nof exceeding three
months, .
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Inspection, -

seizure and
forfeiture
of nets,

6.—(1) Any member of the Constabulary Force and any
person authorised in any regulation made under this Ord;.
napce may inspect and measure any fishing net which he
may see in any part of this Colony, whether or not the
same has been seen in actual use, and may without warrang
enter into or upon any premises between the hours of seven
in the morning and five in the afternoon in or upon which
there shall be any fishing net visible for the purpose of
inspecting and measuring the same.

(2.) Any such member of the Constabulary Force op
person, if upon inspection he is of opinion that the cop.
struction of such fishing net contravenes the provisions of
the law for the time being set forth in any regulation made
under this Ordinance, may cause such net to be conveyed
to the nearest convenient place where the same may be
measured.

(3.) If on inspection or measurement it be found thas
the construction of such net contravenes the law as afore-
said, it shall be seized and taken before .a Magistrate, who
upon being satisfied of such contraveniion, shall declare
the same to be forfeited; and it shall be lawful for the
Magistrate to declare and order such forfeiture notwith-
standing that no person shall have been charged, in relation
to or in connection with such net, with having committed
an offence against any regulation made under Section 3 of
this Ordinance.

(4) Where a net has been seized under this section
and no person, at the time of such seizure, is found in
possession of the samne, the order for its forfeiture shall not
be declared by the Magistrate until the expiration of one
month after its seizure, or until, before the expiration
of such month, the owner or other person entitled to the
possession of such net shall come forward to claim the
same and shall have been given an apportunity of showing
cause why it should not be forfeited.

(5.) The Magistrate shall cause every fishing net
forfeited as aforesaid to be delivered to the Constabulary for
the purpose of being destroyed, and it shall be the duty of




395

No. 388 ' FISHERIES, 1916

the Non-commissioned Officer in charge of the Constabulary
Station where any such fishing net 1s delivered forthwith
b0 destroy the same.

7. Any offerce against this Ordinance or any regulation Place of trial
made thereunder committed at sea shall be deemed tio have of ofences
been committed on the coast adjoining the sea, or to have ab sea.
been committed in any place where the offender is found, -

and may be tried and punished accordingly.

Passed in Couneil this Twenty-fourth day of November,

in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and
sixteen.

J. M. FARFAN,
Acting Olerk of the Council,
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