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CHAPTER 89. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CONSTABULARY. 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH AND REGULATE SUPPLEMENTAL OrdinanceiJ 
No. 11 of 1906, 

CoNSTABULARY. " 20 o/1925, 

[16th May, 1906.] 8
•

16
. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Supplemental Short title. 

Constabulary Ordinance. 

2. In this Ordinance- I;nterpreta-

'' Constable " means a rural, estate, or special con- ·tmn. 

stable appointed and acting under this Ordinance; 
'' Constabulary '' means the Force established 

under the Constabulary Ordinance; Ca.p. 88,. 

'' District '' and '' Division '' mean Constabulary 
. District and Division defined by regulations made 
under the Constabulary Qrdina:rice; cap. 88. 

"Employer " means any person who, being the 
owner., manager, attorney, or agent of any estate, 
plantation, or lands, employs labourers thereon; 

" Estate » includes estates, plantations, lands, ware­
houses, storehouses, and business premises 
throughout the Colony; 

"Non-commissioned officer " includes a warrant 
officer; (Added by 16 of 1908, s. 10.) 

·~(Regulations" means the regulations relating to the 
Supplemental Constabulary made under this Ordi­
nance and for the time being in· force. 

a. There shall be established,in the Col9ny supplem~ntal Establish-
bodies of Constabulary namely:- . . ment of 

' Supple~ 
(1) A Rural Constabulary; mental Con-

' stabulary. 
(2) An. Estate Constabulary. 

4. (1) The Rural Constabulary in time of peace shall act Duties. 

as an auxiliary to the Constabulary Force in the perform-
-ance of its ordinary duties_, and in of internal dis-

.. _ turbance or external aggression shall as§ume the ordinary 
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duties of the Constabulary Force to such extent as may be 
found requisite by the Inspector-General. 

(2) The Estate Constabulary shall be employed in 
n1aintaining order on, and in the protection of estates, 
warehouses, and other private property. 

5. Subject to the general order and direction of the 
Governor, the Inspector-General shall have the com1nand 
and superintendence of the Supple1nental Constabulary, 
and he shall be responsible to the Governor for their effi­
cient condition and for the proper carrying out of the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

Powers and 6. Every officer and non-commissioned officer of the 
~~~:~s 0~£ Constabulary Force shall, within the limits of the place 
Constabulary. in which he exercises authority in matters relating to the 

Constabulary Force, have such control and com1nand of 
the Supplemental Constabulary, and perform such duties 
in relation thereto as may be prescribed by the regulations 
or directed by the Inspector-General. 

Number, 7. (1) Subject to the provisions hereinbefore contained, 
distribution, the Rural Constabulary in each division shall consist of 
and powers 
of Supple- such number and grades of non-con1missioned officers. and 
~nt:lb 

1 
of such constables as may fro1n time to time be directed 

ns a u ary. by the Inspector-General; with the sanction of the Gover-· 

Qualifications 
for appoint­
ment. 

nor. Their power and authority under this Ordinance 
shall extend to the whole Colony. 

(2) The Estate Constabulary shall consist of such 
non-commissioned officers and constables as employers may 
require, subject to the approval of the Inspector-General. 
They shall have the power and authority of members of 
the Constabulary Force in respect of all offences committed 
on the estate to which they belong throughout the division 
in which the estate may be situated. 

Appointrnent of Constables. 

8. Every male person who is-
(1) over eighteen and under fifty-five years of age; 
(2) able-bodied; and 
(3) of good character, 

shall be deemed to be qualified for appointment as a con­
stable; but preference shall be given to such persons as 
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have previously serve~ in a Constabulary or Police Force, 
but no such person shall be appointed who has not received 
a good character on discharge. 

g Subject to the provisions of this O'rdinance, the Appointment. 

Inspector-General may appoint any qualified person to be 
a constable; but no estate constable shall be appointed 
unless provision be 1nade to the satisfaction of the Inspec­
tor-General by the mnployer for the remuneration of such 
constable. 

10. (1) On appoip.ting any person to be a constable, the Prec~pt of 

Inspector-General shall deliver or cause to -be delivered to :~ao~~~~~~t 
him a precept authorizing hiln to act as a constable. office. 

(2) The precept may be in the Form contained in the 
First Schedule to this Ordinance. 

(3) When he receives the precept, the person so 
appointed shall take, before any commissioned officer of 
Constabulary or Justice, if a rural constable, the following 
oath of office :-

I, of do swear that I will well and truly serve 
Our Sovereign Lord the King as a Rural Constable for the Colony of Trimdad and 'ro bag a. 
So help me God. 

and, if an estate constable, the following oath of office :-
I, of do swear that I will well and truly serve 

Our Sovereign Lord the King as an Estate Constable on Estate situate 
at in the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago. So help me God. 

( 4) On receiving the precept and taking the oath, 
the person so appointed shall be a rural or estate constable 
under the provisions of this Ordinance. 

11. Every constable shall be provided with a short Equipment. 

manual describing the powers and duties of a constableJ a 
badge and a baton; and such badge shall be evidence o:f the 
office of any constable and shall in all cases be displayed 
by every such constable when exercising the duties of his 
office. The cost of these articles of equip1nent shall be 
defrayed, in the case of the Rural ·constabulary, fro1n 
funds which may be provided by the Legislative Council 
for such purpose, and, in the case of the Estate Constabu-
lary j by the employer. 

() 
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Making of 12. (1) The Governor in Executive Council may make 
regulations. regulations relating to all or any of the following matters, 

that is to say :~ 
(a) The duties to be perfonned by members of 

the Rural and Estate Constabularies, and 
their guidance in the performance of such 
duties; 

(b) The clothing and equipment of the Rural 
Constabulary; 

(c) The training and discipline of the Rural 
Constabulary; and 

(d) Generally, the good order and government 
of the Rural Constabulary. 

(2) There may be imposed for the breach of any such 
regulation such penalty, not exceeding two pounds,_ as may 
seem reasonable. · · 

Recovery .of 13. When any fine or penalty is hnposed ._;upon any 
fiu.es, etc. constable under the provisions of this Ordinance or of the 

regulations made thereunder, the amount shall be satisfied 
out of the pay or allowance coming to such constable by 
the deduction of not more than half the amount which may 
be due on any day of payment until ~he whole be paid; and 
any such fine or penalty shall recoverable on summary 
conviction before a Magistrate or Justice. 

General 
powers of 
constables. 

PoweTs and Duties of Constables. 

14. (1) Every rural constable throughout the Colony, 
and every estate constable throughout the division in which 
the estate to which he belongs is situated, shall have all the 
powers and shall be entitled to all the privileges and immu­
nities c0nferred by any law or Ordinance for the time being 
in force upon any constable of .the Constabulary Fbrce. 

(2) Every rural or estate constable may serve and 
execute any summons,- warrant} or other process· in any 
cause or matt~r, whether civil, quasi-criminal, or criminal, 
issued by any Magistrate. · 

(3) Every rural and estate constable shall obey. all 
orders lawfully given to him by a Magistrate or by his 

· superior. officer. · 
t 
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-
15. (1) The Inspector-G-eneral may, with the sanction Calling out 

of the Governor, at any time <,Jall out the Rural Constabu- ~~:~abies 
la.ry or any portion thereof :for active service. for active 

(2) In any case of great. emergency, any officer of 
Constabulary n1ay call out for active service the portion of 
the Rural Constabulary subject to his orders. -

(3) Except in case of great urgency, a rural constable 
shall not be required to serve beyond the limits of the 
division in which he resides. 

(4) When any such call is ma~e, every ·rural cons~able 
who is so called out shall forthwith or at the appointed 
time unless he is specially excused by the Inspector­
·Gen~ral or his superior officer, repair to the appointed place 

service. 

of muster, and shall . place hilnself ~nder the' orders . 
of the officer in command for such service as may be re­
quired of him, and during such period as may be ...... ...,,..~,.,...,,...,"""' ... 
and while so called out shall serve under the Constabulary 
Ordinance, and all regulations made thereunder. Oap. ss. 

·(5) If any rural constable refuses or neglects to 
comply with the requirements of this section, he shall be · 
liable, on summary ~onviction before a· Magistrate, to a 
penalty not exceeding pounds, or to imprisonment, with 
or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding two 
months. · 

·(6) In any proceeding against a rural constable under 
this section, proof that a notice calling out rural constanles 
for active service was posted at a Constabulary Station in 
the division in which the rural constable resides shall be 
conclusive proof that the call came to the knowledge of the 
rural constable. 

116. Whenever any rural constable is called out o.r ~emunera­
employed on active service) or serves or e~ecutes any process ~oC:t~bl~.rai 
mentioned in section 14 of this Ordinance, he shall be paid 
for his ~ervices from such moneys as may be provided by 
the Legislative Council for that purpose, at and after the 
rates specified in the Second Schedule to this Ordinance, 
or at and after such other rates aS' may from time to time 
be fixed by .resolution of the Legisla.tive Council. _ 

17. If any cons£abl~ Offences by 

(1) f 1 b d lawfully 
constable. 

re uses or neg ects to o ey any or er 
given to liim; or 
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(2) refuses or neglects to serve or execute any sum­
mons, warrant, or other process as hereinbefore 
mentioned; or 

(3) is guilty of any violation or neglect of duty not 
otherwise provided for in this Ordinance, · 

he shall be liable,· on summary conviction before a Magis­
trate, to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, or to im.:. 
prisonment, with or without hard labour, for any term not 
exceeding two months. 

Resignation, etc., of Constable. 

18. (1) A constable shall be 'at liberty to resign his 
appointment on giving one month's notice in writing or his 
intention so to 

(a) if a rural constable, to the Inspector of the 
division in which he resides; or 

(b) an estate constable, to the employer : 
Provided, however, that the I~spector-General may, in the 
case of a rural constable, if he thinks fit, to accept · 
such -resignation for such period as he may necessary. 

(2) If in case he thinks fit to do the Inspector-
General may allow a constable to resign appointment 
without giving notice. 

rl9. (1) The Inspector-General may at any time dismiss 
any constable from his office or dispense with the services 
of any constable. 

(2) The employer of any estate constable may at any 
time dispense with the services of suc:P. constabl~. 

Recom-. · 20 .. (1)' A Magistrate may interdict any constable of 
mendatwnfor h' d' · f h f f h' d · · suspension lS 1str1ct rom t e per ormance 0 lS ut1es. 
or dismissal. (2) In such case the Magistrate shall forthw{th 

report such interdiction and the grounds thereof to the 
Inspector-General. 

(3) A Magistrate may, whether after or without such 
interdiction, and a Justice may, reco1nmend to the fuspec­
tor-General that a constable be suspended or dismissed from 
his office .. 
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(4) It ·shall be the duty of the Inspector-General to 
take such interdiction or recommendation, or both, into 
his consideration, and, after allowing the constable an 
opportunity of ma~ing his defen_ce, to communicate his 
decision to the Magistrate or t.T ustlce and to the constable. 
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21. The Inspector-General shall give -due notice in the Publio~tion 
d · d 'l bl' h d · th of notice of Royal Gazette an 1~ one a1 y new~pai?er pu IS e 1n e appointment 

Colony of all appointments and d1snussals of constables anddismissa1. 

under this o-rdinance, and shall, in the month of January 
in each year, publish in J;loyal Gazette and in ~uch 
newspaper. a list ~f all th~ rl!ral and e~tate constables 
appointed and acting, specifying the residences of such 
constables and the districts in which they reside, and speci-
fying the non -commissioned officers. 

22. When any estate constable ceases to be employed, J?etermina-

the employer shall, within one week next the. deter- !:~l~e!lt 
ruination of employn1ent of such constable, inform the of estate 
Inspector-General either directly or through the Inspector constable. 

of -the division, and should the services of such constable 
have been dispensed with he shall inform the Inspector­
General of the reason !or such action. Any employer who 

· shall fail to report such detenninat.ion of employment or 
reason for dispensing with the services of an estate con­
st~ble shall .be liable, on sumn1ary convic~ion before a 
Magistrate, to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

23. (1) When any constable resigns or is dismissed from, Deliver~ up 

or· ceases to hold and his office, all powers and :e:f!o~~t-
authorities vested in him as a constable shall im-mediately col?-st~bie 
cease ·and determine, and he shall, within seven da s there-· :~~~gnmg, 
after, deliver over all articles or appointments w 1nay 
have been supplied to him for the execution of his office to 
the non ..:commissioned officer in charge of the Constabulary 
Station nearest to which he resides. · 

(2) Every constable who contravenes this section sliall 
be .liable, on summary conviction before a Magistrate, to 
a penalty not exceeding five pounds_, or to imprisonment) 
With or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding 
t~o months; and it shall be lawful for any Justice to issue 
·hrs warrant to search for and seize all such· articles or 
.appointments which are not so delivered over, ·wherever 
the sa~e may be fol!-nd, and to arrest the person in vvhose 

·possession the same may be found. · 



944 

Delivery up 
of appoint­
ments of 
deceased 
constable. 

Bodily injury 
to constable. 

Reward for 
apprehension 
of criminal. 

Rewards to 
constables. 

CAP. 89.] SUPPLEMENTAL CONSTABULARY. 

24. (1) When any constable dies, any person in posses~ 
sion of any articles or appointments which have been 
supplied to such constable for the of his office, 
shall be bound, within fourteen days after such deatli, to 
deliver up to the non~commissioned officer charge of the 
Constabulary Station nearest to which such constable 
resided all articles or appointments which may have been 
supplied to and been in the possession of such constable for 
the execution of his office at the1 time of his death. 

(2) Every person who contravenes this section shall 
be liable, on summary conviction before a Magistrate, to 
a. penalty not exceeding pounds, or to imprisonment, 
with or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding 
two months; and it shall be lawful for any Justice to issue 
his warrant to search for and seize all such articles or 
appointments which are not so delivered up wher~ver the 
sam.e may be found, and to arrest the person in whose 
pos$ession the same may be found. 

25. When any constable sustains bodily injury while in. 
the actual discharge of his duty, he shall be provided with 
medicines, medical comforts, and medical attendance-

(1) if a ·rural constable, at the public expense on the 
written authority of any officer of Constabulary; 

(2) if an estate constable, at the expense of the 
employer. 

26. If, on the trial of any case in the Supreme Court in 
its criminal jurisdiction, the Judge before whom the case 
is tried is of opinion that any constable has distinguished 
himself in apprehending. or detecting and bringing to 
justice the perpetrator or abettor of any crime) the Judge 
shall have authority to grant a reward, not exceeding two 
pounds, to such constable; and such reward shall be paid by 
the Treasnrer, on the certincatP, of the Judge) out of anv 
moneys which may be provided by the Legislative Council 
for the purpose. 

27. The Governor may grant rewards or gratuit!es to 
such constables as he may think deserving of reward or 
gratuity; and tlie sums so granted shall be paid out of any 
monevs .. which may be provided by Legislative Council 
for the purpose ... 

: 
i 

I 

I 
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28. If any person shall have in his possession any badge) Unlaw£?-I 

th - t · l f · h d f th f possess1on of or baton, or o er ar 10 _e urn1~ e or e use ? a con- badge, etc., 
stable and shall not satisfactorily account for h1s posses- and 

sion thereof; or if any person shall falsely answer the name ~r:~~a11~~fe. 
of. or act as, or personate, a constable, he shall be liable, 
on' sununary conviction before a Magistrate, in addit-ion 
to any otl1er punislunent to which he shall have subjected 
himself, td a penalty not exceeding ten pounds, or to im­
prisonn1ent, with or without hard labour, for any term 
not exceeding six 1nonths. 

Special Constables. 
29. (1) In all cases where it appears to any Justice that Appointment 

any tu1nult, riot, or unlawful assembly has taken place or ~f~P~~;::frs 
m.ay be reasonably. ap_prehended wit~in his cou~ty or constables. 

district, such Justice Is hereby authorized to appoint, by 
precept under his hand, so many as he thinks fit of the 
persons under s!xty yea~s of age residing in, such cou1_1ty 
or ._district to act as special constables for the preservation 
of the public peace and the protection of property, and 
notice of such appointment and of the circumstances which 
have rendered such appointn1.ent expedient shall be forth-
with transmitted by such Justice to the Colonial Secretary 
and to -the Inspector of the division. 

(2) On such appointment, every special constable Oath of 

shall take, before a Justice, who is hereby authorized to special 

administer it, the following oath of office:- constable. 

I, A. B., do swear that I will well and truly serve our Sovereign Lord the King in 
the office of speciaJ constable without favour or affection, malice or ill-will; and that I 
will to tho b0St of my power cause the peace to be kept and preserved, and prevent all 
offences against the person.E and properties of His Majesty's subjects; and that while 
I continue to hold the ~aid office I w:ill to the best of my skill and knowledge discharge 
all the duties thereof faithfully according to law. So help me God. (Added by 
29 of 1925. s. 16.) 

(3) After their appointment, such special-constables 
shall have all the powers_, authorities, privileges, and im­
munities of members of the Constabulary Force, and every 
act done by or to a special constable in the execution of 
his duty as sucli shall have the same effect and be attended 
with the same liabilities and other consequences as if done 
by or to a member of the Constabulary Force in the exe­
cution of his duty as such. 

· 30. Every special constable shall, when called upon so Special 

to do, deliver over, to such person and at such time and constables 

place as may be directed by any Inspector of Constabulary ~e~~::.r ~fc. 
VO~: H-~ ·] 



946 

Command of 

constables. 

Penalty on 
special 
constable 
refusing to 
aot. 

Payment of 
special 
constables. 

Badge, etc., 
of special 
constables. 

CAP. 89 .. ] SUPPLEMENTAL OONSTAB[JLARY. 

every badge, weapon, and other provided for 
such special constable; and any special constable omitting 
or refu~ing so to do shall be liable, on stunmary conviction 
before a Magistrate, to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, 
or to imprisonn1ent for any term not exceeding fourteen 
days ; and it shall be lawful for any Justice to issue his 
warrant to search for and seize all such articles or appoint-

, ments which are not so delivered over, wherever the same 
may be found, and to arrest the person whose possession 
the same may be founa. 

31. Special constables shall be under the orders of such 
officers as may be appointed to command them by the 
Governor, and the absence of any such appointlnent, 
nnder the orders of the senior officer of Constabulary 
present. 

32. Any person appointed a special constable who, 
-without reasonable cause, neglects or refuses to take the 
necessary oath and serve as such special constable when 
called upon so to do by the Inspectoi~-General, the Deputy 
Inspector-General or officer of Constabulary, or any 
Justice, or who neglects or refuses to obey any lawful com­
mand, shall be liable, on summary conviction before a 
Magistrate, to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, or to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding fourteen days. 

33. The Governor may, by warrant under his hand, 
direct the Treasurer to pay out of the general revenue of 
the Colony, in respect of the services, equipment, and 
other expenses of special constables and the expenses 
dent to their employ1nent, such sum or suins as he considers 
necessary. 

34. The Inspector-General1nay require any special con­
stable to wear and use while on duty such distinctive badge 
and appoint1nents as such Inspector-G-eneral, nnder the 
direction of the Governor, from tin1e to ti1ne supplies for 
this purpose. Any special constable who retires or is 
removed from his office shall forthwith return to the 
Inspector-General or any Inspector or non-commissioned 
officer of Constabulary appointed by the Inspector-General 
any badge or appointments supplied to him in accordance 
with this section. In case of any default the defaulter 
$.hall be liable, on su1nmary CQTI-YiGtion before~ Magistrate, 
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on con1plaint by the Inspector-General or any officer of 
Constabulary, to be ordered to pay to the co1nplainant the 

. value of any article as to which_ default has been made, 
together with a penalty not exceed1ng two pounds, and also, 
if the Magistrate thinks fitJ to i1nprison1nent, with or 
without hard labour, for any tenn not exceeding fourteen 
days. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

FoRM oF PRECEPT To CoNSTABLE. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

THE SUPPLEMENTAL CoNs'.r.AnuLARY ORDINANCE. 

To of 

I , Inspector-General of Constabulary, do, under and by virtue 
of the power and authority in me vested by the Supplemental Constabulary Ordinance_. 
hereby appoint you to be a (Ruxal or Estate) Constable, and I do issue to you this Precept 
authorizing you t~ act as a (Rural or Estate) ColU!table. 

Dated this day of 19 

(Signed) 

Inspec.t<Jr-Gene1·al of Constabulary. 

NoTE.-On the precept of Estate Co.nstables the estate will be specified on the reverse. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

TABLE OF FEES, ETC., PAYABLE TO RURAL CoNSTABLES. 

1. F00:~d~~. any ~est ~~I:ere ~ .~arr~~ has ~~en is~.~ed, ~~ att~~ding ~~ l::1d~ s. ~ 
2. For making any arrest where a warrant has not been issued, and attending 

at Court, if the Magistrate considers the arrest was properly made . . • 5 0 l 0 0 

3. J!or making out a summons and attending at Court, if the summons has 
been initialled by an officer or non-commissioned officer of Constabulary 

4. For executing in the prescribed manner any warrant of distress or levy, or 
warrant of ejectment, OJ~ other process issued by a Magistrate or Justice 2 6 5 0 

5. For attendance at any muster, for a non-commissioned officer, per diem ... 10 0 
For attendance at any muster, for a private constable, per diem . .. 5 0 

6. For performance of Constabulary duties when required to assist the 
Constabulary, for every 12 hours or part of 12 hours . . . · . . . . . . 2 6 

;;~(.f::: . 

7. In special cases, on the recommendation of the Inspector of the division 5 0 
8· T~avelling allowance to a constable when engaged in the execution of his 

C
uty may be awarded on the scale for the time being sanctioned £or the 
onstabulary Force. 

yo~. I~-~4 (11 

'·~i::) 
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Note. 
(l) The fees and allowances Nos. 1-4 and 8 shall, as regards the 

amount where auoh is limits, be in the discretion 
of the MStgistrate ; and such fees a.nd ces shfltll be certified by the 
said MStgistrate at the conclusion of the case or the completion of the 
service. The account shall be made out by the Clerk of the Peace and 
when certified shall be forwarded to the Inspector-General. 

(2) The fees specified in No.5 shall be by the officer in command at the 
close of the muater. 

(3) Jn any case under No. 1 the Governor ma.y, on the recommendation of 
the Magistrate, award remuneration. not exceeding £1. 

(4) Where more than two services are performed on the same dav, not more 
than lOs. shall be awarded altogether for such services. 


