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Ordinances 
No. 10 of 1918,; 
,. :l of 1925, 
,. 17 of 1925; 

1. This Ordinance 1nay be cited as the Post Office Sho~·t title. 

Ordinance. 

2. In this Ordinance-· Interprets.-

" Constable" includes any 111e111ber of the Constabulary tion. 

Force; 
'' Foreign Parcels '' means parcels either posted 'in the 

Colony and sent to a place out of the Colony, or 
posted a place out of the Colony and sent to a 
place in the Colony, or transit through the 
Colony to a place out of Colony-; 

"Indictment" includes an information; 
"Inland/~ used in relation to any postal packet 

or any description thereof, means posted within 
Colony and addressed to some place in the Colony, 
and where used in relation to postage means the 
postage charged on the packet ; 

" Inland Parcels" means parcels posted within the 
Colony and addressed to some person within the 
Colon~:· 

.J ' 



1178 CAP. 1 08.] POBT OF l'IOE. 

" J.V1ail " includes every conveyance by -vvhich postal 
packets are carried, 1vhether it be a cai"Tiage, 
coach, cart, horse, or any other conveyance, 
and also a person employed in conveying or 
delivering postal packets, and also any vessel 
e1nployed by or under the Post Office for the trans­
lnission of postal packets by contract or otherwise 
in respect of postal packets transmitted by the 
vessel; · 

"l\1ail bag" includes a bag, box, parcel, or an,y other 
envelope or covering in -vvhich. 1mstal packets in 
course of transn1issioi1. by post are conveyed, 
·whether it does or does not contain any such 
packets; 

"·Master of a vessel" includes every person (except a . 
pilot) having command or charge of a vessel, 
whether the vessel is a ship of war or other vessel ; 

" Officer of the Post Office~' includes the Postmaster­
General, and any person employed in any business 
of the Post Office, whether en1ployed by the 
Postmaster-General or by any person under him 
or on behalf of the Post Office ; 

" Postage " 1neans the duty chargeable for the trans~ 
1nission of postal packets ; 

'' Postal packet " n1eans a letter, post card, reply post 
card, newspaper, book packet, pattern or san1.plo 
packet, or pareel, and every packet, parcel, or 
article trans:rnissible by post; 

" Post Oince" includes any house, buildi11g, romn, 
carriage, or 1)lace used for the purpose of the 
Post Office ; 

" Post Office letter box " includes any pillar hox, -vvall 
box, or other box or receptacle provided by the 
permission or under the authority of the· 
Postntaster-General for the purpose of receiving 
postal packets, or any of thmn, for transn1ission 
by or under the authority of the Postn1.aster­
Ge11eral; 

"Purpose of the Post Office" ITl.eans. any purpose 
of ~his Ordinance, and includes any purpose 
relating to or in connection with the execution 
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of the duties for the time being undertaken by 
the Postmaster-General or any of his officers; 

"Valuable security') has the same meaning as in the 
Larceny Ordinance, and includes anything which Cap. 9. 

is a valuable security within the 1neaning of that 
Ordinance, and any part of such thing. 

11'!9 

3. For the purposes of this Ordinance- Meaning of 
" in oourae of (a) a postal packet shall be dee1ned to be in course transmission 

of trans:tnission by post from the tinle of its by post '
1 

and 

b . d 1' d t t ffi t th t' f " delivery to e1ng 6 lVere 0 a pos 0 Ce 0 e 1n1.e 0 or from a poet 

its being delivered to the person to whom it is office." 

addressed ; and 
(b) the delivery of a postal packet of any description 

to a letter carrier or other person authorized 
. to receive postal packets of that description for 
the post shall be a delivery to a post office ; and 

(c) the delivery of a postal packet at the house or 
office of the person to \V hom the packet is 
addressed, or to him or to his servant or agent 
or other person considered to be authorized to 
receive the packet, according to the usual manner 
of delivering that person's postal packets, shall 
be a delivery to the person addressed. 

4. (l) Any reference contained ill any enactment, Construction 

wa.rrant, deed, or document referring to the Post Office ~! ;,~fse;~;t:e 
Ordinances, or any of the1n, or to the Post Ofiice la,vs, Ordinances. 

shall be construed, so far as the context pern1its, as a 
reference to this Ordinance, and any fines, penalties, and 
other sums directed to be recovered under the Post Office 
Ordinances, or any of them, or the Post Office laws, may be 
recovered in like manner as fines and forfeitures under this 
Ordinance may be recovered; a11:d any reference in any 
enactment to an indictable offence under the Post Office 
lavv-s shall be construed, so far as the context -per1uits, as a 
reference to any offence punishable on indictment under 
this Ordinance, whether it is or is not also punishable on 
summary conviction. 

(2) Where, by reason of any OrQ.inance being declared 
a Post Office Ordinance or its proyisions to be Post Office 
l,a·ws, an:y enactment repealed by this Ordinat'lce is applied 
for any purpose, the corresponding provisions of this 
Ordinance shall apply in like manner. 
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(3) A reference in any enactlnent other than thit~ 
Ordinance to a post letter shall construed to refer to a 
postal packet within the meaning of this Ordinance. 

Duties of Postage. 

5 .. Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, there shall 
be charged by the Postmaster-General for use of 
public funds of the Colony on all postal packets \vhich 
are conveyed or delivered for conveyance by post under the 
aut4ority pf the Postn1aster-General postB"ge and other 
su1ns as may be fixed in manner provided by this Ordinance. 

Governorm11y 6. (I) The Governor in Executive Council may, by 
fix rate o£ regulation. the of postage or other sums to 'be-inland , 
postage. charged by or under Postmaster-General in respect of 

postal packets conveyed or delivered for conveyance by 
post -vvithin the Colony, and regulate the scale of weights and 
the circumstances according to which such rates and sunls I . 
are to charged, and the po·wer of the Postn1aster-
General, with or \Jirithout the consent of the Governor, to 
rmnit any such rates or sums. 

(2) A regulation under this section. 111.ay specia.l 
rates for postal packets consisting of books and papers . 
impressed for tho use of the blind, and n1ay specify any 
special conditions and regulations in respect. of the trans-
nlission by post of packets. 

( 3) \Vhere an inland letter or IJC:'Lc.kct is not propajd 
or is insufficiently prepaid, the post~tge charged on the 
let-ter or packet shall, subject to any regulation of the 
Governor in Executive Council under this section, be 
double the ·amount, if the letter or packet is not prep::"tid, of 
the postage otherwise chargeable thereon, and, if it is 
insufficiently prepaid, of the. deficiency. 

( 4) Regulations under this section n1.ay also 
deternline·-

(a) what circulars or what comn1ercial, and 
other similar docun1ents ; and 

(b) what marks or indications referring to the 
contents of a newspaper, \Nritten or 
printed on the newspaper or on the cover 
thereof, 

shall not be charged with postage as letters. 
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(5) Regulations under this section n1ay a,lso 1nake 
provisions respecting the re-direction of postal pa.ckets, and 
the transmission of postal packets so re~directed, either 
free of charge or subject to such postage as 1n~y be specified 
in the :regulations. 
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7. Subject to the provisions of any Treaty or Convention Foreign 

·with any State or States binding on tho Colony, the Governor postage. 1 / in Executive Council, \44th +]aQ eaa:rettl:an M1.d. ai]?fWB<:iltaJ. oi~s f' 1 ~ /}1;/t .'-
. ' , n1ay, by regulation-

('a) fix the rate of postage or other sun1s to be charged 
by or under the Postmaster-General in respect 
of postal packets or any description thereof 
conveyed or delivered for conveyance by post 
outside the Colony; 

(b) regulate the scale of weights and the circu1nstances 
according to which such rates and sums are to be 
charged. 

8.. (I) Where the postage or any other sum chargeable Payment of 
. t 1 k t . t . . d b· th d " . ])ostage by on. any pos a pac e IS no prepa1 · y e sen er OI lS addn:>ssel~ or 

insufficiently prepaid, the postage or sum, or the deficiency, sender. 

as the case may be, shall be paid by the person to whom 
the postal packet is addressed (in this Ordinance styled the 
addressee) on the delivery thereof to him; or if the postal 
.packet is refused, or the addressee is dead or cannot be 
found, by the sender. · 

(2) Where the postage or any other sum. chargeable 
on a postal packet has not been prepaid , or has been 
il1sufficientJy prepaid by the sender, and the a~ddressee on 
receiving the packet and paying the postage or other sum, 
or the deficiency, as the case may be,. desires to reject it, 
and to compel the sender thereof to pay. the postage or 
other su1n, or the deficiency, as the case may be, the 
.Post1naster-General, on the application of the addressee, 
and subject to regulations made by the Governor in 
Executive Council, may charge the postage or other ·sum, 
or the deficiency, as the case may be, to the sender, with the 
additio:nal post::1ge returning the packet to him, and in 
_every such case the sender of the postal packet shall pay 
the :postage or other sum chargeable on sending the packet, 
or the deficiency, as the case may be, and also the postage 
of returning the packet, and on the payment thereof by the 
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sender the arnount paid in of posta~ge bv the 
addressee shall he repaid to hin1 by the Postmaster-G~;neral. 

(3) Provided that nothing in this section shall release 
the addressee from his liability to pay the postage or other 
sun1 chargeable on a packet or any deficie:ucy thereon on 
the delivery thereof to hiin. 

Gov~rnor 9. Where an arrangement binding on the G-overnment of 
the Colony has been or hereafter shall be made -with any 

postal foreign State v;rith respect to the conveyance .by post of any . :~rt:;:i~~s p~stal packet: the Governor in ~xecu~ive ,Council may, 
countries. W.J:thA+h e em ;r;;u.::tHlll t$IH:l 1!\1 f1~B¥al..ffi R~J @~ty ~~l:lillBtel:!..:>-

S( L 'f ~/if [ fGeneral, ~ake such regulations ~s may be deen1ed necessary. 
: · (" , for carry1ng the arrangement 1nto effect, and may make 
· provision as to the charges for transit of postal packets, 

single or bulk, and the scale of weights to be adopted 
and accounting for and paying over to any foreign 
State of any money received by the Postmaster-General. 

Postage on . 10. (1) -petitions and addresses forwarded to the 
petitions a.nd Governor by post shall be exempt from postage. 
addresses to 
the Governor. ( 2) All letters transmitted by post either to or from 
Letters to. or any public office or department shall, ·subject to the con~ 
from pubhc dit" h . f . d b t £ t offices or Ions ermna ter ment1one , e exemp rom pos age: 
depari~cnt.'l Provided always, that every letter shall be on the public 
~~sh~s/ business of the office or department fron1 which the san1e 

shall be forwarded or to which the same shall be addressed, 
and shall be superscribed with the words" On His Majesty~s 
Service " and bearing legibly inscrib~d in the bottom left 
hand corner of the envelope the designation of office or the 
official title or nan1e of the sender or the name of the 
person transmitting such letter to such office or department. 

Recovery of 
postage. 

Cap. 36. 

Post Office 
mark 
evidence of 
rafusa,l, eto. 

11. All postage and .other sums payable under this 
Ordinance in respect of postal packets may be recovered by 
action the name of the Attorney-General in manner 
provided in the Crown Suits Ordinance: Provided that 
where the amount payable does not exceed twenty pounds 
the amount may be recovered by suit a Petty Civil Court. 

12. In any. proceeding fo.r the recovery of postage or 
other sums in respect of postal packets-

( 1) the production of any postal packet in respect 
of which any such postage or sum is sought to be 
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recovered, ha.ving thereupon a Post Offi.ce stamp 
denoting that the packet has been re:fuf:1cd or 
rejected, or that the addressee \vas dead or could 
not be found, .shall be p1·ima facie evidence of 
the fact denoted ; and 

( 2) the person from whom any postal packet in 
respect of which any such postage or sum is 
sought to pe recovered plrrports to have come 
shall, until the contrary is proved, be deemed 
to be the sender of the packet. 

1183 

13 .. The official mark of any sum on any postal paclre~ as Official mark 

due to the Post Office British Colonial or Foreign in to be evidence 
· ' ' ' ' of amount of 

respect of that packet, shall be received in the Courts of the postage. 

Colony as evidence of the liability of the packet to the sum so 
nlarked, and the sum shall be recoverable in any such A 

Court as
1
;postage due to His Majesty. /1?!- ,j t;Z tf 7 .tj/f J lj!~--1hfi~r 

jj(~/? . 
Conditions of '1'ransit of Postal Packets. 

14. All postal packets shall be posted, forwarded, ReguL'btions 
conveyed, and delivered subject to such provisions, con- as t~·fostal 
ditions, prohibitions, and restrictions respecting the time pac e s. 

and mode of posting and delivery, and of the payment of 
postage and other sums in respect thereof chargeable 
under this Ordinance or any regulations made under this 
Ordinance, and respecting the registration of, and giving 
receipts for, and giving and obtaining certificates of posting 
and delivery of, any postal packet, and the sums to be paid 
in addition to any other postage for that registration, 
receipt, or certificate, and respecting stamps, covers, 
form, dimensions, . maximum weight, enclosures, the use of 
packets (other than letters) for making communications, 
and otherwise, as may be directed by regulations made by 
tho Governor in Executive Council. 

15. (1) The registration of or ·giving a receipt for a Liability :for 

postal packet, ·or the giving or obtaining of a certificate of loss of postal 

posting or delivery of a postal packet, shall not render the packets. 

Postmaster-General or any officer of the Post Office in any 
m.anner liable for the loss of the packet or the contents 
thereof. (As amended by 17 of 1925j s. 2.) 

- (2) ~Vhere, according to the detailed regulations for Indemnity f?r·. 
t.he executioil of a11y Postal Union Convention an inden1nity los~ of cedrtam · · ' reg1stere 

1nticles. 
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in respect of loss is payable in the Colony to BJny sender 
or addressee of a registered article, the GoYernor shall 
cause the amount thereof to be paid to such sender or 
addressee out of the public revenues of the Colony 011 
account, nevertheless, of the country liable to pay such 
an1ount or any pal't thereof in all cases 'vhere, under the 
rules of the said detailed regulations, any other country is 
liable: Provided always, that the indmnnity shall in no 
case exceed fifty francs. 

16. Where the despatch or delivery from a Post Office 
of letters would be delayed by the despatch or delivery 
therefrom at the same time of newspapers, book packets, 
pattern or sample packets, post cards, or parcels, those 
newspapers, packets, cards, or parcels, or any of them, 
may, subject and according to the Postal Regulations for 
the time being in force, be detained in the Post Office until 
the despatch or delivery next following that by -vvhich 
they would ordinarily be despatched or delivered. (Added 
by 17 of 1925, s. 3.) 

17. No action or other lega1 proceeding shall be brought 
or instituted against t:p_e Postmaster~General or against 
any officer of the Post~ Offi.ce for any loss or inconvenience 
which may arise from the loss, da.mage, delay, mis-sending, 
non~delivery, or misdelivery of any postal packet,· Vil]_thout 
fraud or wilful misbehaviour on the part of any such officer. 
(As amended by 17 of 1925} s. 4.) 

Rcguhtim1s 18. The Governor in Executive Council may make 
for p~eventing regulations for preventing the sendina or delivering by 
sendmg by . . . . o . · 
post indecent post of Indecent or obscene pnnts, paintings, photographs, 
articles, etc. lithographs, engravings, books, or cards, or otheT indecent or 

Dealing with 
postal packets 
not sent in 
oonlormity 
with 
Ordinn.nce, 

obscene articles, or of letters, newspapers, supplen'lents, 
publications, packets, or post cards, having therein or 
on the covers thereof any words, marks, or designs of an 
indecent} obscene) libellous) or grossly offensive character. 

19. If any postal packet is posted or sent by post in 
contravention of this Ordinance, or of any regulations made 
thereunder, the transmission rna y be refq.sed, and the 
packet may, if necessary, be detained and opened in the 
Post Office, and shall be either retlu~ned to the sender thereof, 
or forwarded to its destination, in either case charged \Vith 
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'such additional postage at a rate not exceeding the letter 
rate of postage, or without any additional charge, as the 
regulations ~ay direct. 

1185 

20o The Post1naster~General or any of his officers Detentionand 

n1ay detain any postal packet suspected to contain any ~~=~;r:a.~iets 
goods liable to duty, and may, in the presence of the auape?ted to 

person to whom the same is addressed or of the accredited ~~~t:t~c 
representative of such person, open and examine the same ; goods. 

and in case, on any such examination, any goods liable to 
duty shall be discovered in such postal packet, it may be 
detained for the purposes of prosecution, or may be delivered 
to the person to whom the same is addressed or to his 
accredited representative on payment of the proper duty 
together with the postage, if any, charged thereon; and 
in case no goods liable to duty shall be discovered in such 
postal packet, it may be delivered to the person to whom the 
same is addressed or to his accredited representative on 
payment of the postage, if any, charged thereon. 
(Substituted by 17 of 1925, s. 5.) 

21. If any question arises whether any postal packet is DeciBion afl to 

a letter or any other. description of postal packet within nat~r; of 

the meaning of this Ordinance or any regulation made ~~~k~ts. 
under this Ordinance, the decision thereon of the Post­
master-General shall be final, save that the Governor may, 
if he thinks :fit, on the application of any person interested, 
review or modify the decision and order accordingly. 

Money Orders and Postal Orders~ 

22. (l) The Governor in Executive Council may make Money 

such regulatimis for facilitating the transmitting of money orders. 

through the Post Office by means of .money orders from 
and to such parts of the Colony and from and to places 
outside the Colony as the Governor in Executive Council 
may see fit, and for the regulating of money orders to be 
granted or issued and the payment thereof, and the persons 
by or to whom the same shall be paid, and the time at 
which and the 1node in which the same shall be paid. 

(2) The Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to 
demand and receive for the use of His Majesty in respect 
of such monE?y or money orders such rates of poundage as 
may be fixed by regulation. . 

VOL. II-24 
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(3) Subject to the said regulations, the Governor n1ay 
order the repayment from the TreasUTy of the amount 
of any money order to the person to whom the order is 
issued or to his executors or administrators, whether such 
money order remains in the possession of that person or not . 
and upon that repayment all liability on the part of th~ 
Postmaster-General or of any officer of the Post Office or 
the Colonial Revenue in respect of such money order shall 
as against the payee of such money order and the holde; 
thereof and every other person whomsoever~ absolutely 
cease. 

Postal orders. 23. (1) Subject to the regulations to be made under this 
section, the Postmaster-General, with the consent of the 
Governor, may, for the purpose of the transmission of small 
sums through the Post Office, authorize his officers or 
any of them to issue postal orders payable within the 
Colony only. 

Regulations. (2) The Governor in Executive Council may make 
regulations with regard to postal orders-

(a) fixing the amounts for which such orders may 
be issued and the poundage payable in 
respect thereof ; 

(b) specifying ,the places at which such orders 
may be issued and paid ; 

(c) providing for- the making up of amounts for 
which orders are not issued by the affixing of 
postage stamps to such orders; 

(d) prescribing the form of such orders; and 
(e) generally, for regulating and controlling the 

issue and payment of such orders. 

Agreement 24. (1) It shall be lawful for the PostmasterAGeneral 
~~~~~~c:r~~ to enter into an agreement with His Majesty's Postmaster-
to postal General, under which, subject to the conditions set forth 
orders. in such agreement, British postal orders (that is to say, 

orders of the same pattern as those used in the Inland 
service of the United l{ingdom) may be issued and paid 
in the Post Offices of the Colony. 

Regulations; (2) The Governor in Executive Council may make 
regulations as to the.issue and payment of postal orders in 
this section mentioned, and as to the persons by or to 
whom the. same shall be paid, and the time at which and 
the mode in which the same shall be paid, and the rates of 
poundage to be demanded and received. 
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25., No action or other legal proceeding shall be instituted Protection of 
. th p t t G -1 . t ffi f Postmaster-againSt e os mas er- enera , or aga1ns · any o cer o General and 

the Post Office, or any other person .whomsoever, in respect officers. 

of any compliance 1vith the provisions of this Ordinance 
or of any regulation made thereunder 'Nith. respect to 
money orders or postal orders, or for or by reason or in 
consequence of the paymenti o:f any of the said money 
orders or postal orders being refused or delayed, or by or on 
account of any accidental neglect, omission, or mistake by 
or on the part of any officer of the Post Office, or .for any 
other cause whatsoever, without fraud or wilful mis­
behaviour on the part of any such officer of the Post Office. 

26o Any banker or corporation or company acting ~s Liability. of 

bankers in the Colony who, in collecting in that capacity bankel'ts 1fn 
. • l h ll h . b respec o for any principa, s a ave received payment or een postal orders. 

allowed by the Postmaster-General in account in respect of 
any postal order, or of any document purporting to be a 
postal order, shall not incur liability to anyone except that 
principal by reason o:f having received the payment or 
allo-wance, or having held or presented the order or document 
for payment; but this section shall not relieve any principal 
for whom any such order or document has been so held or 
presented of any liability in respect of his possession of 
the order or document or of the proceeds thereof. 

Parcel Post (Foreign). 

27. (1) Subject to any exceptions and modifications Applicationof 

made by regulations under this section, the provisions of the Custtoma t t 

0 d. f th t' b . . :f . h C 1 l . enac mens o r lllances Or e IU1.6 eing lll ·orce Ill t .e 0 ony re at1ng parcels sent 

to Customs, in this section referred to as Custo1ns enact- by post. 

ments, shall apply to goods contained in foreign parcels 
in like manner, so far as is consistent 'vith the tenor thereof, 
as they apply to any other goods. 

(2) Persons may be punished for offences against the 
said enactments, and goods may be examined, seized, and 
forfeited, and the officers seizing and examining them shall 
be protected, and legal proceedings in relation to the 
matters aforesaid may be taken accordingly under the said 
enact1nents. 

(3) The Governor in Executive Council may, v:4th Regulations. 

~=~!;;~:;~= f:~=~;ft; 
- vor .. n-24A 
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or excepting the application of any of the Customs enact­
ments to foreign parcels, for the purpose of securing in 
the case of such foreign parcels the observance of the 
Customs enactments, and for enabling the officers of 
the Post Office to. perform, for the purposes of those enact­
ments or otherwise, all or any of the duties of the importer 
and exporter or of officers of His Majesty's Customs in 
the matter of :foreign parcels, and for carrying into effect 
any arrangement with the Imperial Treasury or the Govern­
ment of any British Possession or the Government of any 
foreign country or colony with reference to foreign parcels, 
and for punishing any contravention of the Customs 
enactments or of the regulations made under this section. 

(4) The Postmaster-General shall have the same right 
of recovering any sums paid in pursuance of the Customs 
enactments or otherwise under the said regulations in 
respect of parcels brought to the Colony as the Postmaster­
General would have if the sums so paid were a rate of 
postage. 

(5) The Customs declaration made by the sender of 
the parcel shall be considered as the entry of the goods at 
the port of arrival, and if the contents are found not to 
agree with the declaration, the sa1ne shall be liable to the 
forfeitures provided by the Customs enactments for goods 
incorrectly entered. 

(6) A contravention of the regulations in force under 
this section shall be deemed to be a contravention of the 
Customs enactments, and shall involve accordingly the like 
punishment of persons guilty thereof and the like forfeiture 
of goods. · 

28., The insurance of foreign parcels shall be deemed to 
be an insurance against loss, and not against damage due 
to faulty, insecure, or insufficient packing. 

29. Nothing contained in or done under or in pursuance 
of this Ordinance or any regulations n1ade thereunder shall 
render the PostmasterMGeneral or any of his officers or 
servants liable, either personally or in their official capacity, 
to any action· or other legal proceeding in respect of or in 
consequence of any loss or damage to or delay in delivery 
or the mis~sending of any uninsured parcel, ·without fraud 
or wilful misbehaviour on the part of any such office:f: or 
servant. 
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Ship Lettm·s. 

30.. ( 1) Every master of a vessel outward bound Duty o£ 

shall receive on board his vessel every mail bag tendered :u~:,~;f 
to him by an officer of the Post Office for conveyance, and, bound vessel 

having received any such mail bag, deliver it, on b~;o mall 

arriving at the port or place to which such mail bag is 
addressed, without delay. 

(2) If he fails to comply with this section he shall 
forfeit two hundred pounds. (Added by 17 of 1925, s. 6.) 

31 .. (1) Every master of a vessel inward bound shall Duty o£ 

collect all postal packets on board his vessel, being within :~~:-!rd:f 
the exclusive privilege of the Postmaster-General and not ·boun4 vessels 

, I tt b th' 0 d' d fi d h' ~ as respects bmng e ers y 1s r 1nance e ne as s 1powners postal 

letters, and enclose them in some bag or other covering, packets. 

· sealed with his seal, and addressed to the · Postmaster­
General, and without delay deliver those packets to the 
proper officer of the Post Office or other officer authorized 
by the Postmaster-General demanding them, or, if no 
demand is made by that officer, then at the Post O:fficp 
with ·which he can first communicate. 

( 2) The master of every such vessel shall, at the port 
where the vessel reports, sign, in the presence of the proper 
officer of the Post Office or other person authorized by the 
Postmaster-General, a declaration of compliance with this 
Ordinance (in the form in this section set forth), and shall 
not break bulk nor make entry of any part of her cargo in 
any port until he has complied with this section. The 
declaration shall also be signed by the person in 1vhose 
presence it is made. 

Declaration of Master of V easel. 

I, A.B., master of the (state the name of the skip or vessel), arriving from (state 
tlbe place}, do, as required by larw, solemnly declare thart I have to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, delivered or caused to be delivered to the 
Post Office every mail ba,g, kage, postal packet, or parcel of postal 
packets that was on board e (atate the name of the ship), except suob 
packets as are exempted by law. · 

(3) If the master of a vessel does not duly deliver any 
p~stal packet in accordance with this section, he shall 
forfeit two hundred pounds. 
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( 4) If the n1aster of a vessel refuses or ·wilfully 
ncgl~cts to make the declaration required by this section, 
he shall forfeit fifty pounds. 

( 5) I£ the master of a vessel breaks bulk or makes 
entry before the postal packets on board his vessel have 
been delivered in accordance with this section, he shall be 
liable, on sumn1ary conviction, to a penalty not exceeding 
tw·enty pounds. 

32 ~ ( l) If a n1aster of a vessel-
( a) opens a sealed mail bag with \Vhich he is 

entrusted for conveyance; or 
(b) takes out of a mail bag with which he is 

entrusted for conveyance any postal packet 
or thing, 

he shall forfeit tviTo hundred pounds. 
(2) If any person to whom postal packets have been 

entrusted by the master of a vessel to bring on shore breaks 
the seal, or in any 1nanner -wilfully opens them, he ($hall be 
liable, on su1nmary conviction, to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty pounds. 

Duties of 33., .An officer of Customs shall not allow any inward 
g:ffi~ers of bound vessel to report until the declaration required by 
tou~Z:fv~r~ of section 31 of this OrdinBJnce ·with respect to postal packets 
Ietteters by£ has been made and produced to him, and n1ay refuse to 
mas rso • 
vessels. permit bulk to be broken on board such a vessel or entry to 

be Inade of any part of her cargo until the postal packets on 
board the vessel have been delivered as required by this 
Ordinance, and 1nay search every such vessel for postal 
packets which n1ay be on board contrary to this Ordinance, 
and may seize the same and forvvard . them to the nearest 
Post Office. 

Shipowners' 34o ( 1) The following letters (in this Ordinance referred 
lette:ra. to as shipow:ners' letters), that is to say, letters of the 

owners, charterers, or consignees of vessels inward bound, 
and of the owners, consignees, or. shippers of goods on board 
those vessels, ·when not exceeding the 1veights and when 
complying with the conditions hereinafter ·mentioned, 
shall-· 

(a) if req_ uired to be delivered at the port of the 
vessel's arrival, be delivered to the owners,. 
charterers~ consignees, or shippers by the 
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master free of inland postage, and the 
persons to whom they are to be delivered 
shall be entitled to the delivery thereof 
before the delivery of the other letters to· 
the Post Office; and 

(b) if delivered elsewhere in the Colony, be 
delivered by post on payment of inland 
postage only, 

but subject in either case to the previous payment to the 
Post Office of the gratuities payable under this Ordinance 
to masters of vessels bringing the letters. 

(2) Provided that-
( a) the letters brought by any one vessel to any 

· one such person shall not co1lecti vely exceed 
six ounces in vveight ; and 

(b) the owner_, charterer, or consignee shall be 
described as such on the address and superp 
scription ; and 

(c) in the case of owners, shippers, or consignees 
of goods, it shall also appear by the ship's 
manifest that they have goods on board the 
vessel. 
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(3) If any shipov;rners' letters are found by an officer Seizure o£ 

of Custon1s to be in excess of the weights hereinbefore letters. 

limited by this section, that officer shall seize so many of 
the letters as will reduce the remainder within the said 

·weights, and shall take them to the nearest Post Office. 
( 4) If any person, with intent to evade any postage, Penalty. 

falsely superscribes a letter as being the owner or charterer 
or consignee of the vessel conveying the letter, or as the 
owner or shipper or the consignee of goods shipped on the 
vessel, he shall for each offence be . liable, on sum1nary 
conviction, to a penalty not exceeding ten ·pounds. 

35. Regulations by the Governor in Executive Council Gratuities to 

may provide for the allo-wance to masters of vessels in ~~:!~~ of 

respect of postal packets, or any description thereof, 
conveyed by them on behalf of the Post Office, and also to 
pilots, seamen, and others in respect of postal packets, or 
any description thereof, brought by them to any Post Office 
fron1 any ve~sels, of such gratuities under such conditions 
and restrictions as the Postmaster~General may, from thne 
to time, think. fit. 
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PenaltJ: fo:· 36o ( 1) Any person, being either the master of a vessel 
not dehvermg inward bound or one of the officers or one of the crew or a 
letters. f . 

Appointment 
of officers. 

passenger thereo, ·who knowingly has any postal packet in 
his possession not exempted from the privilege of the 
Postmaster-General, after the master shall have sent any 
part of the postal packets on board his vessel to the Post 
Office, shall, for every such packet, be liable, on summary 
conviction, to a penalty not exceeding five pounds ; a.nd 
"\vhether the letter be in the baggage or on the person of the 
offender, or otherwise in his custody, it shall be held to 
be in his possession. 

(2) Any such person who detains any such packet 
after demand made, either by an officer of the Customs or 
by a person authorized by . the Postmaster-General to 
demand the postal packets on board the vessel, shall, for 
every postal packet, be liable, on summary conviction, 
to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Postmaster-General and Officers. 

37 .. (1) It shall be lawful for the Governor, v.rith the 
approval of the Secretary of State, to appoint a Postinaster­
General and so many other Postmasters and subordinate 
officers as shall be necessary for . the purposes of this 
Ordinance. 

(2) Upon and by virtue of the appointment of any 
person to be Postmaster-General of the Colony of Trinidad 
and Tobago, the benefit of all contracts, bonds, securities, 
and things in action, vested in his predecessor at the time 
of the predecessor ceasing to hold office, shall be transferred 
to, and vested in, and enure for the benefit of, the person 
so appointed, in the same manner as if. he had been 
contracted with instead of his predecessor, and as if his 
nanle had been inserted in all such contracts, bonds, and 
securities i_nstead of the na1ne of his predecessor. 

Execution of 38 .. Any instrument purporting to be executed by any of 
instruments. the Secretaries of the In1perial Post Office in the name 

of the PostmasteT-General for Great Britain and Ireland 
shall, until the contrary is proved. be deemed to have been 
so executed ··without proof of the official character of the 
person appearing to have executed the same. 
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39. It shall be lawful for the Governor to establish Governormay 

h h . 1 di establish posts and Post Offices as e t In s::s expe · ent. Post Offices. 

40. The Postmaster-General, his own name, with the Postmaster-

G General 
approval of the overnor- may make 

(a) may enter into any contract in writing the contracts. 

conveyance of mails within the Colony, and he 
may also employ carriers for the conveyance 

mails, or forward mails by any other mode of 
conveyance that he may deem best, and may 
appoint letter carriers for the delivery of postal 
packets at private houses in any town or village 
of the Colony ; . 

and, "Wit~·~BR of I~~M~-00~~~-
Efen-era-1~ 8t J '1- 1-iY/1 t ~L ~ 

(b) may enter into any contract in vvriting for the 
conveyance of mails from the Colony to other 
places. 

41. (I) The Postmaster-General shall have the exclusive E~o~usive 
privilege of conveying from one place to another in the ~~:t:~:t:~ 
Colony all letters, except in the following cases, and shall General. 

also within the Colony have the exclusive privilege of 
performing all the incidental services of receiving, collecting, 
sending, despatching, and delivering all letters except in 

·the following cases (that is to say) 
(a) Letters sent by a private friend in his way, 

journey, or travel, so as those letters be 
delivered by that friend to the person to 
whom they are directed ; 

(b) Letters sent by a messenger on purpose, 
concerning the private affairs of the sender 
or receiver thereof; 

(c) Commissions or returns thereof and affidavits 
and writs, process or proceedings or returns 
thereof issuing out of a Court of Justice; 

(d) Letters of merchants, ov1ners of vessels of 
merchandise, or the cargo or loading therein, 
sent by those vessels of merchandise or by 
any person employed by those owners for 
the carriage of those letters, according to 
their respective directions, and delivered to 
the respective persons to whom they are 
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directed, without paying or receiving hire or 
rewar_d, advantage or profi.t for the same in 
anywise; 

(e) Letters concerning goods or merchandise sent 
by common known carriers to be delivered 
with the goods which such letters concern 
without hire or reward or other profit o; 

. advantage for receiving or delivering those 
letters. 

(2) Nothing herein contained shall authorize any 
person to make a collection of those excepted letters for the 
purpose of sending them in the manner hereby authorized. 

(3) Subject· as aforesaid, the following persons are 
expressly forbidden to carry a letter, or to receive or collect 
or deliver a letter, although they do not receive hire or 
reward for it (that is to say):-

(a) Common kno,vn carriers, their servants or 
agents, except a letter concerning goods in 
thei~ carts or wagons or on their pack 
horses, mules, or asses, and owners, drivers, 
or guards of public conveyances ; 

(b) Owners, 1nasters or commanders of ships, 
vessels, or steam-boats, sailing or passing 
coastwise or other'\\rise betw-een ports or 
places within the Colony, or their servants 
or agents, except in respect of letters of 
merchants, owners of ships, or goods on 
board; 

(c) Passengers or other persons on board any 
such ship, vessel, or steam-boat. 

( 4) Any person not authorized by or in pursuance of 
this_ Ordinance who does any of the following things; 
namely, sends or causes to be sent, or tenders or delivers in 
order to be sent, or conveys or perfonus any service 
incidental to conveying, otherwise than by post, .any letter 
not excepted from the exclusive privilege of the Postmaster­
General, or makes a collection of those excepted letters for 
the purpose of conveying or sending them either by post 
or otherwise, shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a 
penalty not exceeding five pounds for every letter. 

(5) .Any person who is in the practice of doing any 
of the said things shall forfeit one hundred pounds for every 
week during which the practice is continued. 
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(6) The expression ''post" 111 this section H Post." 

include all post communications by land or by water 
(except by outward bound vessels not being employed by 
or under the Post Office or the Ad1niralty to carry postal 
packets) ; and the above penalties forfeitures shall be 
incurred whether the letter is sent singly or with anything 
else, or the incidental service is performed in respect to a 
letter either sent or to be sent singly or together with some 
other letter or thing ; and in any proceeding for ·the 
recovery of any such penalty or forfeiture it shall lie upon the 
person proceeded against to prove that the act in respect 
of which the penalty or forfeiture is alleged to have been 
incurred was done in conformity with this Ordinance. 

(7) For the purposes of this section, the expression 
" letter " shall include packet. 

42. Every deed, instrument, money order, bill, cheque, 
receipt, or other document, made or executed for the pur- ~0f' 
pose of the Post Office by, to, or with Majesty or.any u Y· 

officer of the Post Office, shall be exempt from any stamp 
duty imposed by any Ordinance, past or future, except 
where that duty is declared by the document, or by some 
memorandum endorsed thereon, to be payable ·by some 
person other than the Postn1aster-General, and except so 
far as any future Ordinance specifically charges the duty. 
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43 .. (1) Where an officer of the Post Office vacates his Surr~nder of 

office (whether by reason of disn1issal, resignation, death, or clffiothmgfbPy t 

1 if h . d d h' l . o oer o os otherwise) :1e, or, e IS ea , IS persona representative,. Offi~e on 

or the person acting as his personal representative, shall ceffiasmg to be 
. o cer. 

deliver to such superior officer of the Post Office as may for 
the time being be directed by or in pursuance of any 
regulations made under this Ordinance, all (whether 
uniform, accoutrements, appointments, or other necessaries) 
which have been issued to the said officer vacating his 
office the execution of Iris duty, and are not, under such 
regulations, the property of such officer, and shall deliver 
the at the thne and place fixed by the superior 
officer to whom they are to be delivered, in good order 
and condition, fair wear and tear only excepted. · 

(2) Any person who fails to cqmply with the provisions Ponalty. 

of this section shall be liable, on sum1nary conviction, to a 
penalty not exceeding forty shillings, and also such further 
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sum not exceeding forty shillings as the Court may deter­
mine to be the value of the articles not delivered, or, if the 
same have been delivered, but not in good order and 
condition, of the damage done to such articles. 

(3) Any Magistrate or Justice may issue a warrant 
by virtue of which a constable may searoh for and seize 
any articles not ·delivered as required by this section, 
in ~.ike manner in all respects as if they were stolen goods 
and the warrant were a warrant to search for stolen goods. 

Post Office Offences. 

Un~awfully 44 .. Any person who, within territorial waters, unlawfully 
~~~;~n~~ay takes away or opens a mail bag sent by any vessel employed 
man bag sent by or under the Post Office for the trans1nission of postal 
~~ }~sseJ packets under contract, or unlawfully takes a postal packet 
unfer ~ost in course of transmission by post out of a mail bag so sent, 
Office. shall be guilty of felony, BJnd shall be liable to imprisonment, 

with or ·without hard labour, for any term not exceeding 
four years. 

Fraudulent 45. Any person who fraudulently retains, or wilfully 
:_~~?~~: ~! secretes or keeps, or detains, or, when required by an officer 
postal packet. of ·the Post Office, neglects or refuses to deliver up-

f. 
(a) any postal packet which is in course of trans­

mission by post and which ought to have been 
delivered to any other person; or 

(b) any postal packet in course of transmission by 
post or any mail-bag which shall have been found 
by him or by any other person, 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be liable to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, and to in1prison~ 
ment, ·with or without hard labour, for any term not 
exceeding two years. 

Criminal 46. (1) Any person not in the employn1ent of the 
~\~::i~~o: Postmaster-General who w-ilfully and maliciously, with 
addressee. intent to injure any other person, either opens or causes to 

be opened any letter which ought to have been delivered to 
that other person, or does any act or thing whereby the due 
delivery of the letter to that other person is prevented or 
hnpeded, shall be liable, on summary conviction, to ~" 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment, 
with or without hard labour, for any terrn not exceeding 
six months. 
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(2) Nothing in this section shall apply to a person 
who does any act to which this section applies ·where he 
parent, or in the position of parent or guardian, of the 
person to whom the letter is addressed. 

(3) A prosecution shall not be instituted in pursuance 
of this section except by the direction or with the consent 
of the Postmaster~General. 

( 4) A letter in this section means a postal packet in 
course of transmission by post and any other letter 'vhich 
has been delivered by post. 
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4 7. Any officer of the Post Office who, for any purpbses Destruction, 

whatever, secretes or destroys a postal packet in course e~., by f 

of transmission by post, shall be ·liable to imprisonment ~o:;~~ce of 

for any term not exceeding three years, with or without ~~!t~t. X··· 
hard labour, or if the postal packet contains any chattel · 
or money or valuable security, to imprisonment for an~y 

. term not exceeding five years, with or without hard labour. 

48. ( l) Any officer of the Post Office who, contrary to Open~ng or 

his duty, opens or procures or suffers to be opened any d~~~irg 
postal packet in course of transmission by post, or wilfully ~aclretxs·. 
detains or delays, or procures or suffers to be detained or · 
delayed, any such postal packet, shall be guilty of a mis­
demeanor, and shall be liable to imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for any term not exceeding two 
years, or to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, · or 
to both such imprisonment and fine. 

( 2) Provided that nothing in this section shall extend 
to the opening, detaining, or delaying of a postal packet 
returned for want of a true direction, or returned by reason 
that the person to whom the same is directed is dead or 
cannot be found, or shall have refused the same, or shall 
have refused or neglected to pay the postage thereof, or to 
the opening or detaining or delaying of a postal packet 
under the authority of this Ordinance, or in obedience to 
an express -warrant in writing under the hand of the 
Governor. 

49 .. Any person employed to convey or deliver a mail bag Carelessness, 
or postal packet in course of transmission by post who- ne.gligence, or 

· ' 1msconduot o:f 
(a) whilst so employed, or, whilst the n1ail bag or persons . 

t I k t . . h' t d . employed 1n pos a pac e IS Ill IS CUS 0 y or posseSSIOn, carrying or 
leaves it or suffers any person not being the delivering 

' ' · mail bags guard or person employed for that purpose, to postal ' 
packets, etc. 
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ride in the place appointed for the guard in or 
upon any carriage used for the conveyance of it 
or to ride in or upon a carriage so used and not 
licensed to carry passengers, or upon a horse 
used for the conveyance on horse-back of it ; or 

(b) is guilty of any act of drunkenness ·whilst so 
employed ; or 

( o) is guilty of carelessness, negligence, or other 
misconduct, whereby the safety of the mail bao­
or postal packet is endangered ; or b 

(d) without lawful authority collects or receives or 
delivers a postal packet otherwise than in the 
ordinary course of post ; or 

(e) gives any false information of an assault or attempt 
at robbery upon him ; or 

(f) loiters on the road or passage, or wilfully mis­
spends his time so as to retard the progress or 
delay the arrival of a mail bag or postal packet 
in the course of transmission by post, or does 
not use due care and diligence safely to convey 
a mail bag or postal packet at the due rate of 
speed, 

shall. be liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

50. (1) Any officer of the Post Office who grants or 
issues any money order or any postal order ·with a fraudu~ 
lent intent, shall ~e guilty of felony, and shall be liable to 
imprisonment, vvith or without hard labour, for any term 
not exceeding three years. 

(2) If any officer of the Post Office re-issues a money 
order or a postal order previously paid, he shall be deemed 
to have issued the order with a fraudulent intent under 
this section. 

51. ( 1) A money order or a postal order shall be deemed 
to be an order for the payment of money and a valuable 
security within the meaning of this Ordinance, and of the 
Forgery Ordinance, and of the Larceny Ordinance, and of 
any other ~aw relating to forgery or stealing which is for 
the time being in force in the Colony. 

(2) .Any person vvho, with intent to defraud, 
obliterates, adds to, or alters any such lines or words on a 
money order or postal order as would, in the case of a 



F· 
j'~' ' 

. . ;.. ~ '. ' ~· - -

' 

POS1' OFFICE. [CAP. 108·. 

cheque, be a crossing of that cheque, or knowingly utters, 
offers, or disposes of any money order or postal order with 
such fraudulent obliteration, addition, or alteration, shall 
be guilty of felony, and shall be liable to the li~e punish­
lnent as if the order were a cheque. 

1199 

52. The provisions of law respecting the punishment of Punishment. 

ff t d •th t d t' (' 1 d' th of offences m o ences connec e \VI s amp u 1es Inc u 1ng e pro- relation to 

visions relating to paper and implmnents used in the postal orders, 

roanufactur~ o~ that paper, ~nd to the punishing of f!a~d) ~~~n~:ge 
shall apply 111 hke manner as If any poundage or commiSSion thereon.· 

chargeable for a money or postal order were stamp duty, 
and .as if the paper used for money orders or postal orders 
were paper provided by the Treasurer for receiving the 
impression of a die. 

53o (1) person shall not place or attempt to place in !?l~~g 
or against any Post Office letter box any :fire, any match, ~r;;;:;~:~ea in 

any light, any explosive substance, any dangerous substance, or againrst 

filth · d I t · b t fi · d letter boxes. any , any noxious or_ e e er1ous su s ance, or any UI , 

or commit a nuisance or against any Post Office letter 
box, or do or attempt to do anything likely to injure the 
box, appurtenances,, or contents. 

(2) .Any person who acts in contravention of this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be 
liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty not exceeding 
ten pounds, and, on conviction on indictment, to imprison­
ment, with or without hard labour, for any term not exceed­
ing twelve months. 

54. (1) ·A_ person shall not, without due authority, affix Prohib~tion 
or attmnpt to affix any :placard, adver~isement, notice, list, ~ia:~~g 
document, board, or thing on~ or paint or tar, any Post notices, 

Office, Post Office letter box, or other property belonging to ~: fe~~!r box 
or used by or on behalf of the Postmaster-General, or in etc. ' 

any vvay disfigure any such office, box, or other property. 
(2) Any person who acts in contravention of this 

section shall be. liable, on summary conviction, to a pen~lty 
not exceeding forty shillings. 

55. ( 1) A. person shall not send or attempt to send a Prohibition-

postal packet which either- · ~~~f!~~1~Jve, 

. ~ 

~~I 

I 

(a) encloses any explosive substance any inflamma~le, ' or deleterwus 
dangerous substance, any filth, any noxious sub~tances, 

~eleterious su s anc any sharp instru- or.mdeoent prmts, words, 

..... "'~;...-L..t!L 
ment not properly pr · eqted, any living. etc. 

~/ I JL. h J_, //""'' -~ / o , II f -t.-rtt;t 7 r-- "(~ ~ 
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creature which is either noxious or likely 
to injure other postal packets in course of 
conveyance or an officer of the Post Office~ 
or any article or thing whatsoever which 
is likely to injure either other postal 
packets in course of conveyance or an 
officer of the Post Office; or 

(b) encloses any indecent or obscene print, 
painting, photograph, lithograph, engraving, 
book, or card, or any indecent or obscene 
article, or contains any words, marks, or 
designs of an indecent, obscene, or grossly 
offensive character, whether similar to the 
above or not ; or 

(c) has on such packet, or on the cover thereof, 
any words, marks, or designs of an indecent, 
obscene, or grossly offensive character. 
(As amended by 17 of 1925, s. 7.) 

(2) Any person who acts in contravention of this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be 
liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty not exceeding 
ten pounds, and, on yonviction on indictment, to imprison­
ment, with or without hard labour, for any term not 
exceeding twelve months. 

(3) The detention in the Post Office of any postal 
packet on the ground of its being in contravention of this 
section shall not exempt the sender thereof from any 
proceedings which might have been taken if the same had 
been delivered in due course of post. 

56. ( 1) A person shall not, without due authority--

( a) make, issue, or send by post or otherwise any 
envelope, wrapper, card, form, or paper in 
imitation of one issued by or under the 
authority of the Governor or the Postmaster­
General or of any Foreign or Colonial Postal 
Authority, or having thereon any words, 
letters, or marks which signify or imply, 
or may reasonably lead the recipient to 
believe)\ that a postal packet bearing the 
same is sent on His Ma.jesty's Service; or 
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(b) nlake on any envelope, "Wrapper, card, fonn, 
or paper for the puxpose of being issued or 
sent by post or otherwise, or other-vvise 
used, any 1nark in imitation of or similar 
to or purporting to be any stamp or n1ark 
of any Post Office under the Postmaster~ 
General or under any Foreign or Colonial 
Postal Authority, or any words, letters, or 
marks which signify or in1ply, or may 
reasonably lead the recipient thereof to 
believe, that a postal :packet bearing the 
same is sent on His Majesty's Service ; or 

(c) issue or send by post or otherVidse any 
envelope, wrapper, card, form, or paper 
so marked. 
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(2) Every person who acts in contravention of this 
section shall be liable, on summary conviction, to aJenalty /.. /hi.!L 
nqt exceeding forty shillings. ~4_11~ f"/f 1 'Lftl lz~ r'!·/~./ 

£t !!{ A";) ,.~- a/r,{/ fi..,. p t:::! /~ p ~ ifl_l.; ........ . '"~o.:. 

57. ( 1) A person shall not- ;Fictitious 

(a) make, knowingly utter, deal in, or sell any stamps. 

fictitious stamp, or knowingly use for any 
postal purpose any fictitious stamp; or 

(b) have in his possession, unless he shows a 
. · lawful excuse, any fictitious stamp; or 

(c) make, or, unless he shows a lawful excuse, 
have in his possession, any die, plate, 
instrument, or materials for making any 
fictitious sta1np. 

(2) Any person who acts in contraventio'n of this 
section shall be liable, on sum1nary conviction, on a 
prosecution by order of the Treasurer, to a penalty not 
exceeding t·wenty pounds. 

(3) Any sta1np, die, plate, instrument, or materials 
found in the possession of any person in contravention of 
this section may be seized and shall be forfeited. 

( 4) For the purpose of this section, " fictitious stamp " 
·moans any facsimile or imitation or representation, whether 

. on paper or otherwise, of any stan1p for denoting any rate of 
. postage, i~cluding any stamp for denoting a rate of postage 

of Gr~at Britain or of Ireland or of any of His Majesty's 
Colonres or Possessions, or of any foreign country. 

VOL. ~I-25 
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F.raud"?lently 58. Every person ·who fraudulently-
:removmg or ff b 
using old } a) gets o or removes, or causes to e gotten off or 

Ylf !Jab't·J.,:Lit1. /C;.Lr . removed, from any. letter, coyer, paper, or other 
rj'Rt,- f'_ . l[ ,~ ~?:f~~ .. i·~ , substance or material any postage stamp already 
fl, ,.,, ;;/ ?-Lt'l... rP used · or 
~~~ ' 

(b) uses, joins, fixes, or places -vvith or upon any 

Penalty on 
persons 
enclosing 
letters, etc., in 
. newspapers. 

letter or cover or any paper or other substance 
any postage stamp which has been already used, 

shall be liable, on su1nmary conviction, to a penalty not 
exceed:ing ten pounds. 

59. (I) Every person who-
( a) knowingly encloses or causes or procurBs to 

be enclosed in any newspaper to be sent by 
the post or under cover thereof any letter 
or paper or thing ; or 

(b) puts or causes to be put any printed or 
written mark, words, or communication 
either upon the newspaper or upon the 
cover thereof, other than the name and 
address of the person to whom it shall be 
sent and such other printed or written 
matter as shall be allowed to be put on such 
newspaper or cover by regulations under 
this Ordinance ; or 

(c) knowingly either sends or causes to be sent 
by the post a newspaper in which any letter 
or paper or thing (except as aforesaid) shall 

. be enclosed, 
shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty not 
exceeding ten pounds. 

(2) Such newspaper together .with such of itq 
enclosures as ar~ not prohibited to be forwarded by the 
post shall be forwarded as an ordinary unpaid letter, and 
all prohibited enclosures. shall be forfeited. 

(3) In this section, the expression ''newspaper'' 
includes packets of printed papers, commercial papers, 
and samples. (As amended by 17 of 1925, s. 8.) 

Prohibition o£ 60. (I) A person shall not, without authority from. the 
false not~ce as Postmaster-General place or Inaintain in or on anv house, 
to reception of . ' · b.v 1 ' g 
letters, wall, door, Window, box, post, p1llar, or other place e ongn1 
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to him or under his control any of the words, letters, or 
roarks following, that is to say:-· 

(a) The words " Post Office " ; or 
(b) The words "Letter Box," accompanied 

with words, letters, or marks which signify 
or imply, or may reasonably lead the public 
to believe, that it is a Post Office letter box ; 
or 

(c) Any words, letters, or marks· which signify or 
imply, or .may reasonably lead the public to 
believe, that any house or place is a Post 
Office> or that any box is a Post Office 
letter box; 

and every person, when required by a notice given by the 
Postmaster-General to remove. or efface any such words, 
letters, or marks as aforesaid, or to remove or effectually 
close up any letter box belonging to him or under his 
control which has been a Post Office letter box, shall comply 
with such request. 

(2) Any person who acts in contravention of this 
section shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty 
not exceeding forty shillings, and, if the offence is continued 
after a previous conviction, to a penalty not exceeding five 
shillings for every day during which the offence so continues. 

1203 

· 61. (I) Any person who wilfully obstructs, or incites Offences in 

anyone to obstruct, an officer of the Post Office in the ~~~t 0~:~!~~ 
execution of his duty, or who whilst in any Post Office, or tion of 

within any premises belonging to any Post Office or used officers. 

therewith, obstructs the course of business of the Post 
Office, shall be liable~ on summary conviction, to a penalty 
not exceeding forty shillings. 

(2) Any officer of the Post Office may require any Refusing to 
person guilty of an offence under this section to leave a ~~e Post 

Post Office or any such premises as aforesaid, and ii such ce. 

person refuses or fails to comply with such request, such 
person shall be liable to a further penalty not exceeding 
five pounds and n1ay be removed by any officer of the Post 
Office, and all constables are required on demand to remove 
or assist in removing every such person. 

62. Any person who, without being duly authorized so· to Unlawfully 

do, enters any part of the Post Office reserved for the use entering Post 

of the officers and servants thereof and not intended to b~ Office . 

. ·VOL. II~25A 
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open to the public, shall be liable, on su1nmary conviction 
to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. ' 

. / Endeavouring 63. Any person who solicits or endeavours to procure 
~ ~~~:~~r~n f any other person to con1mit an offence punishable 011 

offence. 
0 

indictment under this Ordinance shall be guilty of a 1nisw 

Recovery of 
forfeitures. 

Cap. 36. 

Summary 
procedure. 

Cap. 24. 

Form of 
proceedings. 

demeanor, and shall be liable to imprisonment, ·with or 
vvithout hard labour, for any term not exce~ding two years. 

Legal Proceedings. 

64. (1) All forfeitures irnposed by this Ordinance may 
be recovered by the Attorney~General in the manner 
provided in the Crown Suits Ordinance. 

(2) A proceeding in the Supreme Court for the 
recovery of any forfeittu~e incurred by any person under 
this Ordinance shall be commenced within one year after 
it was incurred. 

65. All . offences under this Ordinance which are 
punishable on summary conviction may be prosecuted, and 
all penalties under this Ordinance which·are recoverable on 
summary conviction may be recovered, before a Magistrate 
in the manner provided by the Summary Conviction 
Offences (Procedure) Ordinance. 

66. ( 1) In any indictment or legal proceeding for any 
offence committed or attempted to be committed, or any 
malicious, injurious, or fraudulent act or thing done in, 
upon, or with respect to the Post Office or the Post Office 
revenue, or any n1ail bag, postal packet, money order, 
postal order, or any chattel, n1oney, or valuable security, 
sent by post, or in anywise concerning any property lmder 
the managem.ent or control of the Postmaster~General, it 
shall be sufficient to allege the property to belong to the 
Postmaster-General, and to allege· any such act or thing to 
have been done vvith intent to injure or defraud the Post­
master-General, without in either case naming the person 
who is Postmaster-General; a:nd it shall not be necessary to 
allege or to prove upon the trial or otherwise that. the mail 
bag, postal packet, money order, postal order, chattel, 
money, security, or property was of any legal value. · 

· (2) In any indictment or legal proceeding against ~ny 
officer of the Post Office for any offence committed against 
this Ordinance, it shall be sufficient to allege that the 
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alleged offender vvas an officer of the Post Office at the tin1e 
o£ the committing of the offence, without stath1g further 
the nature or particulars of his employment. 
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67. On the prosecution of any offence under this E;idenc~ of 

Ordinance, w·hether on sun1mary conviction or on indict- thlntglbemg 
, d h t . l . . h f pos a ment, ev1 ence t .a any artie. e IS 111 t e course o trans- packet. 

1nission by post, or has been accepted on behalf of the 
Postmaster-General for transmission by post, shall be 
sufficient e:idence that the article is a postal packet. 

68. All pecuniary penalties, forfeitures, fines, and other .A.pplication 

su1ns recovered in respect of offences under this Ordinance of fines. 

shall be paid into public funds. 

69. The Postmaster-General may compro1nise and com- Postmaster-

pound anv legal proceeding which is commenced by his Genel'al mday 
" • oompoun 

. authority or under h1s control against any person for actions. 

recoverin.g any penalty or forfeiture incurred under this 
Ordinance, on such terms and conditions as the Postmaster-

. General shall, in his absolute discretion, think proper, with 
full pow·er for him to accept any penalty or forfeiture so 
incurred or alleged to be incurred, or any part thereof, 
without any legal proceeding for recovery thereof. 

70. When proceedings are taken before any Court against Saving clause 

a person in respect of an offence m1der this Ordinance, as to liability. 

which is also an offence punishable at Comn1on La,v or 
under so1ne Ordinance other than this Ordinance, the Court 
n1ay direct that, instead of such proceedings being con-
tinned, proceedings shall be taken for punishing such person 
at Co1nn1on Law, or under some Ordina.nce other than this 
Ordinance. 

Supplementary. 
71. (I ) It shall be la vvful for the Postmaster-General Fines fol' 

to impose fines for breach or neglect of duty· or for 1nis~ neglect of 

d 
. duty or 

con net upon any officer of the Post Office not bemg the misconduct. 

holder of an office specified in the Schedule to this 
Ordinance: Provided that no fine irnposed under this 
section shall exceed one pound in respect of any one offence. 

Such fine may be made payable in such instalments 
as may be · directed. 

(2) Any officer fined· by the. Postmaster~General 
under this section may appeal against the fine· to the 
Gov~rnor, who may confirn1, reduce, or remit such fine or 
modify the instahnents aforesaid. 
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(3) Any fine imposed under this section may be 
deducted from the salary of the officer concerned, and 
all such fines shall be paid into the Post Office Savings 
Bank to the credit of an account entitled" The Post Office 
Fine Fund," and this fund sha.ll be ad1ninistered and 
distributed as the Governor shall determine. 

( 4) The Postmaster-General shall sub1nit with each 
annual report on his Department a statement showing 
the receipts and expenditure and the financial position 
of the fund for the year under report. (Added by 3 of 
1925, 8. 2.) 

GeneraJpower 72. (1) It\ shaH be lawful for the Governor in Executive 
of Governor 0 'l t '' k h 1 1 d . uJ t' h to make rules. ..JOUllCl Q In~ e sue IU es an Ieg a Ions as e n1ay 

deem proper fpr carrying into effect all and. every the 
J4. provisions of tlli? Ordh1ance for postal service within the 

1./ :-A l Oolonv. \ 
.. tl-jtJ~itct f (2) Subject tb.\ the provisions of any Treaty or Con~ 

7 
t/.1.. tb; · vention -with any Stat.~ or States binding on the Governnrent 

#~ I atfL.. of the Colony, it shall\fe lawful for the Goven1or, with the 
'~~Jl.)v 

7 
' sanction and approval at His Majesty's Postmaster-General, 

~"' 11 Jf to make ~UC~ rules and r~gulati?~S as he ~ay de~m proper 
/},.._../ ~· · for carryu1~ Into e~ect th~~ proviSions of th1s Ordinance for 
't'"" postal serVIce outside the "~olony. . . 

(3) All such rules and ·r:.~gulat1ons shall be pu bhsh.ed 
in the .Royal Gazette. ~\ 

( 4) All rules and regula,~ions made under this 
Ordinance for postal service withi\1 the Colony shall be laid 
before the Governor and the Legislat~ve Council for approva.l, 
and ·when so approved shall have;t, the same force and 
effect as if they 'vere contained in tli\s Ordinance. 

SCHEDULE. (a) 

(Section 71.) Assistant Postmaster-General. 

Chief Clerk and Accountant. 
Postmasters of Port-9f-Spain, San Fernando, and Tobago. 
Inspectors of Post Offi.ocs and Sa-vings Banks. 

Bank. 


