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a marginal reference in the form indicating an amendment is made to L.N. 51/1980
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L.R.O. 1/1980
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L.R.O. 1/1980
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135. Power of officer to enter distillery at all times.
136. Power of officer to enter by force.
137. Officer may break ground in distillery.
138. Assistance at distillery.
139. Penalty for excessive or deficient stock at distillery.
140. Officer may take samples at licensee’s premises.
141. Licensee to assist officer in taking stock.
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CHAPTER 87:54
SPIRITS AND SPIRIT COMPOUNDS ACT
B0Ed o An Actrelating to the Manufacture, Removal, Warehousing, and
—_— Sale of Spirits and Compounds of Spirits.
30 of 1933.
Commencement. [1ST JANUARY 1934]
Short title. 1. This Act may be cited as the Spirits and Spirit Compounds
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2. In this Act—

“bay rum’’ means spirits mixed with oil of bay, and any lotion or
other toilet preparation sold or offered for sale as a mixture
containing oil of bay or any other ingredient obtained from
the bay tree;

“Comptroller” means the Comptroller of Customs and Excise;

‘“compounder”’ means a licensed maker of compounds under this
Act;

“compounds’” means compounded spirits which have been pre-
pared in Trinidad and Tobago by adding any ingredient or
flavouring to spirits; but the expression ‘“‘compounds” shall
not include rum made in Trinidad and Tobago which is cured
or otherwise treated, but not so as to cause obscuration
amounting to more than ten per cent of proof spirit, or bay
rum or perfumed spirits made in accordance with Part VIII,
or medicinal spirits made in accordance with Part IX, or
vinegar made in accordance with Part X, or gin;

“distil” includes rectify and re-distil;
“distillation” includes rectification and re-distillation;

“distiller” means any person to whom a distiller's licence has
been granted under this Act;

“distillery”” means the building or premises defined in the licence
issued under this Act in which spirits may be distilled or
rectified;

“drawback” means a repayment to a compounder of the Excise
duty on compounded spirits on their receipt into warehouse
for exportation or ship’s stores;

‘“Excise Act” means this or any other Excise Act or any rule or
regulation having the force of law for the time bemg in force
relating to intoxicating liquor;

“gallon” means an imperial gallon;

“gin” means the spirits produced in Trinidad and Tobago by
re-distillation after maceration in spirits of juniper, fennels,
coriander or any other flavouring material ordinarily used in
the manufacture of gin;

“medicinal spirits” means any medicinal preparation containing
spirits and prepared in Trinidad and Tobago under this Act
according to formulae laid down in the British Phar-
macopoeia or expressly approved in writing by the Chief
Medical Officer, but does not include any preparation com-
pounded for the use of a particular person by a licensed

Interpretation.
[15 of 1952

2 of 1955

42 of 1967].

L.R.O. 1/1980
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druggist in execution of a prescription issued to such person
by a medical practitioner or dentist registered under the
Che 29:50. Medical Board Act;

“methylated spirits’” means spirits mixed with any substance or
combination of substances approved for the purpose of
methylation, or imported methylated spirits;

“neutral spirits” means alcohol, or a mixture of alcohol and
water, of such purity that irrespective of the method of prep-
aration or the nature of the raw materials used, that it has no
odour or flavour other than that derived from ethyl alcohol;

“obscuration” means the difference expressed as a percentage of
proof spirit, between the true strength of any spirits or com-
pounds, as ascertained in accordance with section 153, and
the strength indicated by the direct application of Sikes’s
hydrometer to such spirits or compounds;

“officer’” means the Comptroller or any person acting under the
instructions of the Comptroller for the purposes of this Act;

“package” means any vessel which contains or is capable of con-
taining any spirits;

“prescribed” means prescribed by the Comptroller;

“proof” means the strength of proof as ascertained by Sikes’s
hydrometer;

“proper officer” means the officer who is assigned by lawful
authority for the performance of any particular duty under
this Act or under the Regulations, or any officer superior in
matters of Customs or Excise to the officer;

“rum” means an alcoholic beverage distilled from any fermented
product of the sugar cane in such a way that the beverage
possesses the taste, aroma and other characteristics generally
attributed to rum;

*“spirits” means spirits of any description, and includes all liquors
mixed with spirits, and all mixtures or preparations made
with spirits, other than compounds, medicinal spirits and
vinegar;

“still” means and includes any part of a still, pipes, cocks, imple-
ments, receptacles, instruments, vessels, utensils, and fittings
of whatever kind, used or capable of being used as a still, or
with a still, for the purpose of or in connection with the
distillation or rectification of spirits or spirit mixtures;

“still dealer” and ‘““dealer in stills” means any person licensed
under this Act to deal in stills;
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“vinegar’” means any liquid imported or prepared in
Trinidad and Tobago under this Act and derived
wholly from alcoholic and acetous fermentation con-
taining not less than four per cent of acetic acid;

“warehouse” means a secure place approved by the Comp-
troller for the deposit of spirits liable to a duty of
Customs or Excise without the payment of such duty,
or for the deposit of compounds on drawback;

“warehoused” means deposited in a warehouse;

“warehouse-keeper”’ means the person who has entered
into bond with the Comptroller for the due security
of the duties on the spirits deposited in his warehouse;

“wash” means any liquid which has been prepared for the
distillation of spirits in which fermentation may or
may not have taken place, and includes spent wash.

3. (1) All members of the Police Service shall have the
same powers, authorities, and privileges as are given by
this Act and the Liquor Licences Act to any officer, and
the expression “officer,” where used in the said Acts,
shall extend to and include all members of the Police
Service.

(2) For the purpose of carrying out the provisions
of any Excise Act all officers shall have the same powers,
authorities and privileges as are given by law to constables.

PART I
ADMINISTRATION

4, The administration of the Customs and Excise
Department of Trinidad and Tobago shall be under the
management of the Comptroller, and, for the better carrying
of this Act into effect there shall be appointed from time
to time such numbers of officers as may be necessary for
the purposes of this Act.

5. Every act, matter, or thing required by any Excise
Act to be done or performed by the Comptroller, if done
or performed by any officer appointed by the Comptroller
for such purpose, shall be deemed to be done or performed
by the Comptroller.

6. (1) If any dispute shall arise between any person
and any officer of excise as to the seizure or detention of
any ship or goods, or as to any apparently accidental
omission, inadvertency, or non-compliance with the laws

Powers of
police.

Ch. 84:10.

Powers of
officers of
Customs and
Excise.

Administra-
tion of
Customs and
Excise
Department.

Acts may be
done by any
officer
appointed

by the
Comptroller.

Powers of
Comptroller
to settle
disputes and
enquiries.

L.R.O. 1/1990
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and regulations relating to Excise, the Comptroller may
determine the dispute as he may think fit, and if he finds
that any penalty or forfeiture has been incurred he may
mitigate or remit the same.

(2) Nothing in this section shall affect any right
conferred by the excise laws on any person to claim in the
cage of a forfeiture or to commence or require the com-
mencement of legal proceedings.

PART II

LiceNcEs TO DISTIL SPIRITS
Hogen, | 7. (1) Except as is provided for by section 20, it shall
itbeat. not be lawful for any person to use any still for the purpose
of making or distilling spirits without having obtained
a licence to be called a “distiller’s licence”, in respect
whereof such person shall pay the sum of five hundred

dollars.

(2) Every such licence shall be signed by the Comp-
troller, and shall specify the name of the person to whom,
and the situation, description, and name, if any, of the
premises, and the particular situation and capacity of the
still in respect of which the licence is granted; and every
such licence shall commence and take effect upon and from
a day to be named in the licence, and shall continue in
force until the 31st December next after the day of the
commencement of the licence and no longer except that
the co-owners of any premises, or persons in partnership,
carrying on any one trade or business as distillers of spirits
in any one premises, shall not be obliged to take out more
than one such licence in any one year; and no one licence
which is granted under the authority of this Act shall
empower any person to whom it is granted, to use any
still or to make or distil any spirits in or upon any still
or premises other than the still or premises mentioned in
the licence.

(3) Any person who uses any still or makes or
distils any spirits in contravention of this section shall,
for every such offence, incur a penalty of eight thousand
dollars, and the still, and all apparatus used or for use
therewith, together with the contents thereof, and all
spirits, or materials for distilling spirits found therewith,
or on the premises, shall be forfeited, and may be seized
by any officer.
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(4) The Comptroller may, with the approval of the Minis-
ter, refuse to issue any licence in respect of a new distillery with-
out assigning a cause.

8. A distiller’s licence shall only be granted to the person who
is in actual possession as owner, trustee, or lessee of the premises
on which the still is situate, or if the owner, trustee, or lessee shall
be absent from Trinidad and Tobago, to the attorney or agent of
the owner, trustee, or lessee, in which case the attorney or agent
shall be deemed and taken to be the owner of such premises
within the meaning of this Act, and shall be subject to all the
Regulations, penalties and forfeitures made under or imposed by
this Act.

9. A distiller’s licence shall not be granted to any person to
use a still within the limits of the City of Port-of-Spain or the
suburbs thereof, or within the limits of the Boroughs of San Fer-
nando or Arima.

10. A distiller’s licence shall not be granted to any person to
use any still, unless the body of the still without the head is of the
capacity or content of four hundred gallons or upwards, or, if a
continuous still, unless the still is capable of producing in twenty-
four hours five hundred proof gallons of spirits except that in
respect of stills intended for use in the manufacture of gin only,
the Comptroller may grant a licence for the use of a still of a
smaller capacity.

11. No distiller’s licence, and no permit or authority by the
Minister or the Comptroller granted under this Act, shall be
assignable or transferable.

12. Any person to whom any distiller’s licence or permit has
been granted under this Act may surrender the same to the
Comptroller.

13. It is not lawful for any person at any time after the expira-
tion of the time for which a distiller’s licence or a permit under
section 20 is granted, or after the revocation or surrender of the
licence or permit, to continue to use any still, or make any wash,
or distil any spirits, unless such person has obtained a new licence
or permit, as the case may be; and if any person continues to use
any still, or makes any wash, or distils any spirits, contrary to this
Act, every such person shall, for every such offence, incur a pen-
alty of eight thousand dollars, and all such wash and spirits, and

To whom
distiller’s
licence may be
granted.

Distiller’s
licence not to be
granted in
Port-of-Spain,
San Fernando
or Arima.

Capacity of still.
[2 of 1955].

Licence not
transferable.

Licence may be
surrendered.

Still not to be
used after
licence or
permit expires.

L.R.O. 1/1980
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[29 of 1955).
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be retailer of
spirits.

[29 of 1955].

such still, and all apparatus used or for use therewith, together
with the contents thereof, and all spirits, or materials for distilling
spirits found therewith, or in the premises, shall be forfeited, and
may be seized by any officer.

14. (1) Except as provided in section 39, a person shall not
keep or have in his possession any still the licence or permit for
which has expired or been revoked, or surrendered, unless he first
obtains authority for so doing in writing under the hand of the
Comptroller. The authority may be granted subject to a bond as is
mentioned in subsection (2), and shall be issued for such period
and under such conditions as the Comptroller may think fit; and if
any such person shall continue to keep in his possession any still
the licence or permit for which has expired or been revoked or
surrendered, without obtaining the authority, or in contravention
of any of the conditions on which the authority was issued, he
shall, for every such offence, incur a penalty of eight thousand
dollars, and the still, and all apparatus used or for use therewith,
together with the contents thereof, and all spirits, or materials for
distilling spirits found therewith or in the premises, shall be for-
feited, and may be seized by any officer.

(2) The Comptroller may before issuing the authority
require the person intending to keep or have in his possession any
such still to enter into a bond with a sufficient surety or sureties in
the sum of ten thousand dollars conditioned for the payment.
by such person and his surety of any penalty or sum of money
which may be imposed upon such person for a contravention of
any of the conditions on which the authority was issued.

15. Save as provided in this section and in section 17, no person
who is the holder of a distiller’s licence, and no person authorised
or permitted to keep or use a still under section 14 or section 20,
shall be a retailer of spirits, or be in any manner interested or
concerned in the trade or business of a retailer of spirits except
that a licensed distiller may sell from a warehouse at any one time
any quantity of spirits distilled by him not being less than 24
gallons contained in one package or less than 1.5 gallons con-
tained in bottles packed in one case; and if any such person shall
retail or knowingly suffer or permit any servant or other person in
his employ to retail spirits or be in any manner interested or
concerned in the trade or business of a retailer of spirits, other-
wise than as authorised by this section, he shall, for every such
offence, incur a penalty of four thousand dollars.
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16. Any distiller who knowingly suffers or permits any person,
being his servant, tenant or licensee, to keep or use for the sale of
spirits, any shop, house, or building being within one quarter of a
mile in a direct line from any still in respect of which a licence has
been granted, shall unless permission in writing in that behalf has
been granted by the Comptroller in each and every case incur a
penalty of two thousand dollars, together with a further penalty
of two hundred dollars for every day that any such shop, house, or
building shall be so kept or used.

17. (1) Except with the written permission of the Minister and
subject to such conditions as may be contained in the permission,
no retailer of spirits shall be a distiller, or have any part or share
in any distillery, or be in any manner interested or concerned in
the trade or business of a distiller.

(2) Any such permission may be revoked, or the conditions
contained therein be varied or altered at any time in the discre-
tion of the Minister, and if any retailer contravenes this section or
fails to observe or perform the conditions contained in any such
permission he shall for every such contravention or failure incur a
penalty of four thousand dollars.

18. Every person applying for a distiller’s licence shall, before
receiving the licence, enter into a bond with a sufficient surety or
sureties to the satisfaction of the Comptroller in the sum of
twenty thousand dollars, conditioned for the payment by such
person and his surety of any penalty or sum of money which may
be imposed upon such person for any offence against this Act.

19. The Comptroller may refuse to grant a distiller’s licence, or
revoke and cancel any distiller’s licence, whenever the person
holding or applying for any such licence is convicted of any
offence under any Excise Act.

20. (1) The Comptroller, subject to such conditions as he may
think fit, may permit, by writing under his hand, the keeping and
using of any still or stills, of any capacity and in any place, for
experimental purposes; and the Comptroller may, subject to such
conditions as he may think fit, permit, by writing under his hand,
the keeping and using of any still or stills of any capacity and in
any place, by persons carrying on trade or otherwise, for the
manufacture of any articles other than spirits or spirit mixtures.

(2) The conditions shall be set out on the permit, and any
person doing any act or making any omission in contravention of

Distiller not to
permit servant,
tenant or
licensee to keep
spirit shop near
distillery.

[29 of 1955].

Restrictions on
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distillers.
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[29 of 1955].
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any such condition shall, for every such offence, incur a penalty of
four thousand dollars; and the still, and all apparatus used or for
use therewith, together with the contents thereof, and all spirits,
or materials for distilling spirits found therewith, or in the prem-
ises, shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any officer.

(3) The Comptroller may before issuing a permit under this
section require the person intending to keep or use any such still
to enter into a bond with a sufficient surety or sureties in the sum
of ten thousand dollars conditioned for the payment by such
person and his surety of any penalty or sum of money which may
be imposed upon such person for a contravention of any of the
conditions on which the permit was issued.

PART III
REGULATIONS FOR DISTILLERS
General Rules

21. Every distiller shall observe such regulations as may be
from time to time prescribed by the Comptroller, with the
approval of the Minister.

22. For any contravention of the regulations referred to in
section 21, the distiller shall incur a penalty of four thousand
dollars, and an additional penalty of one thousand dollars for
every day during which the contravention continues; and any
spirits made in contravention of such regulations shall be
deemed to be spirits unlawfully made.

23. (1) Every distiller must, before he begins to make any wash
or to macerate any flavouring materials for the manufacture of
gin, make entry of the premises, vessels, utensils, pipes and places
intended to be used by him, by signing and delivering to the
Comptroller a true and particular description thereof, and if any
vessel, utensil, or pipe is used on the premises of a distiller for the
purpose of his business without entry being made as mentioned
above, or for any purpose other than that specified in the entry,
the distiller shall for each offence incur a penalty of four thousand

dollars, and every such vessel, utensil or pipe with its contents and

all spirits or materials for distilling spirits or for the manufacture
of gin found in any such premises shall be forfeited.
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(2) Any entry required by any Excise Act shall in the case
of a partnership, be signed by the partners, but where the number
of partners exceed three, the entry shall be made and signed by at
least three partners; and if the business is carried on by a com-
pany registered under the Companies Ordinance the entry shall
be under the seal of the company except that an entry signed by
some person authorised on that behalf by any such company
under its seal shall be treated as being under the seal of the
company.

(3) Any person signing such an entry, and also the company
under whose seal the entry is made is liable to all duties of excise
charged, and to all fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred in
respect of the trade or business to which the entry relates.

24. (1) A distiller shall not, except with the written permission
of the Comptroller, alter or move any vessel, utensil, pipe, or

Entry by
partners and
companies.

Ch. 31 No. 1.
(1950 Ed.).

Notice to alter
vessels, etc.
[2 of 1955].

fitting, or add a new vessel, utensil, pipe, or fitting, used or to be '

used in the distillation or rectifying of spirits or in the manufac-
ture of gin. This Act shall apply to any such permitted vessel,
utensil, pipe, or fitting as if its use were required by this Act or by
regulations made thereunder.

(2) For any contravention of this section the distiller shall
incur a penalty of four thousand dollars.

25. In every distillery the capacity of every package shall be
calculated by reference to the weight and hydrometer indication
of the spirits contained therein by means of the tables prepared
for use with Sikes’s hydrometer for the purpose.

26. Every distiller shall provide sufficient and just scales and
weights for the purpose of weighing spirits in his store, stock, or
possession, and any package used for the purpose of containing
any such spirits.

27. The scales shall be ordinary beam or platform scales cap-
able of weighing twelve hundredweight, and the weights shall be a
complete set of the Imperial Standard weights capable of weigh-
ing to the nearest pound any weight up to twelve hundredweight.

28. Every distiller shall maintain and keep the scales and
weights mentioned above in such proper and convenient place in
his spirit store as the Comptroller may direct, and so that the
same shall be at all times ready for the inspection and use of the
proper officer.

Mode of
ascertaining
capacity of
packages
containing
spirits at a
distillery.

Distiller to
provide scales
and weights.

Description of
scales and
weights.

[29 of 1955].

Custody of
scales and
weights.
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29. Every distiller shall permit any officer to use the scales and
weights for the purpose mentioned above, and shall, with his
servants and workmen, whenever required by any officer, weigh
and assist in weighing and in taking account of any such spirits.

30. (1) If any distiller refuses or neglects to comply with any of
the provisions of sections 26, 27, 28 or 29, he shall incur a penalty
of one thousand dollars.

(2) If any distiller—
(a) provides, or uses, or permits to be used any

insufficient, false, or unjust scales or weights for the
purpose mentioned above; or

(b) practises any device or contrivance by which any
officer may be prevented from or hindered or
deceived in taking the just and true quantity or
weight of any spirits or of any package, puncheon,
cask, or vessel,

he shall incur a penalty of eight thousand dollars and all such false
or unjust scales and weights shall be forfeited.

31. Every distiller shall keep at his distillery books in the pre-
scribed forms in which he shall make the prescribed entries at the
prescribed times. Every such entry shall be made legibly in ink,
and no entry once made shall be altered in any manner except
that a notification of the incorrectness of any entry which may be
made inadvertently may be inserted in the column headed
“Remarks”.

32. Such books shall be open for the inspection of all officers,
and the distiller shall allow any officer to take any extract there-
from at any time.

33. If any distiller—

(a) fails to keep such books or to produce the same
when required by any officer to do so;

(b) fails to make in such books legibly in ink at the
proper time any entry required to be made therein;
or

(c) fraudulently or in any manner contrary to the
requirements of this Act makes any entry, oblitera-
tion, cancellation, or erasure in any such book,

he shall incur a penalty of eight thousand dollars.
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34. Any officer may at any time take an account of all spirits or
materials for distilling spirits in any distillery, and take such sam-
ples of spirits or materials for distilling spirits from any vessel as
he may think proper, and cause the same to be examined by the
Chief Chemist.

35. If any refuse matter containing spirits is left in any spirit
store vat at the end of any distilling period, or if at any time any
distiller requires t~ have any vat cleansed, an allowance for the
spirit contained in the refuse matter, computed as the Comptrol-
ler shall direct, shall be made and credited to the stock account of
spirits manufactured, if the quantity of spirits conveyed into such
vat has been debited in the stock account.

36. Every person to whom a licence to use a still shall be
granted under this Act shall, on the third day of each month,
make or cause to be made a true return in writing to the proper
officer of the quantity and strength of all spirits made or distilled
within the month immediately preceding in or upon the premises
in respect whereof the licence has been granted, and also of all
spirits removed from the distillery, or otherwise disposed of,
within such month, with the number and date of the permit for
the removal or disposal and the return shall be signed by the
person to whom the licence has been granted, or some person as
his agent and on his behalf, being the manager of the distillery;
and the officer shall cause all such returns to be forthwith deli-
vered to the Comptroller; and if any person to whom any such
licence is granted neglects to make or cause to be made the return
as mentioned above, or if any return so made by such person or by
any other person as his agent and on his behalf is false in any
respect, the person to whom the licence has been granted shall,
for every such offence, incur a penalty of twenty thousand dollars.

37. (1) Nothing in this Act shall prevent a distiller from using
spirits in the fortifying of colouring matter subject to the follow-
ing conditions:

(a) spirits shall not be used in the making of the colour-
ing matter;

(b) when made, the colouring matter shall be conveyed
into the spirit store, and there fortified with spirits;

(c) the spirits to be used for fortifying colouring matter
shall be issued by the proper officer on a permit to
the distiller, who shall enter the quantity and
strength of the spirits in his stock account;

Officer may
take account
and samples.

Allowance for
refuse matter in
vats.

Distiller to
make return of
spirits made.

Use of spirits
for fortifying
colouring
matter.
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(d) the permit shall state that the spirits permitted are
for the purpose of fortifying colouring matter, and
shall also state the number of gallons of colouring
matter fortified;

(e) all packages containing colouring matter shall be so
marked.

(2) If any distiller contravenes this section he shall incur a
penalty of four thousand dollars.

38. (1) Any officer may take a sample of colouring matter from
any package for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of spirits
contained therein.

(2) The quantity of spirits contained in such sample shall be
ascertained by the Chief Chemist, whose certificate shall be con-
clusive proof of the quantity.

(3) If the quantity of spirits found in the sample exceeds by
more than five per cent the quantity shown by the permit to have
been used, the distiller shall incur a penalty of four thousand
dollars. ‘

PART IV
DEALERS IN STILLS

39. (1) Except as is provided for by sections 7, 14 and 20, no
person shall have in his possession or under his control in any
manner or in any place, or shall make, or repair, or keep for sale
or sell any still or part of a still without first obtaining a licence
from the Comptroller, to be called a “still dealer’s licence”, for
which an annual duty of twenty-five dollars shall be paid. The
licence shall expire on 31st December of the year during which it
was issued, and shall be granted in respect of premises, to be
named in the licence, on which the still dealer’s business is carried
on, and shall not be assigned without the consent in writing of the
Comptroller.

(2) Every person licensed as aforesaid shall keep a book in
which shall be entered the following particulars:

(a) the capacity and description of every still in the pos-
session of the still dealer;
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(b) the name and address of the person or persons to or
for whom any still or part of a still has been sold,
made, or repaired by him,;

(c) the place or places where the still or part thereof has
been sold, made, or repaired;

(d) the time at which the still or part thereof was deli-
vered to the person to or for whom it was made or
repaired.

The book shall be open at all times to the inspection of all
officers.

(3) Any person committing a breach of any of the provi-
sions of this section shall incur a penalty of eight thousand dollars.

(4) This section does not apply to any distiller, or to any
person authorised or permitted to keep or use a still under sec-
tions 14 or 20, or to any person employed by a distiller or person
to whom an authority or permit has been granted under section
14 or 20 to make any alterations or repairs to a still or any part

thereof on the premises for which the distiller’s licence, authority, -

or permit is held, or to any person employed by a still dealer while
making any such alterations or repairs on the premises on which
the still dealer is licensed to carry on his business or on the prem-
ises on which a still is licensed, authorised, or permitted to be
used or kept.

40. (1) Every still dealer shall keep a counterfoil certificate
book in the prescribed form, and no still or part of a still shall be
removed or sent out by any such still dealer from the premises on
which he is licensed to carry on his business unless accompanied
by a certificate in such form signed by him.

(2) Any distiller or any person authorised or permitted to
use or keep a still under sections 14 or 20 shall not remove any
still or part of a still from the place or premises mentioned in his
licence or permit to any other place or premises, without first
obtaining a certificate from the nearest officer in the prescribed
form.

(3) Except as is provided for by subsections (1) and (2), it
shall not be lawful for any person to remove or take any part in
removing any still or part of a still from any one place to any other
place in Trinidad and Tobago without first obtaining a certificate
from an officer in the prescribed form.

(4) Any person committing a breach of any of the provi-
sions of this section shall incur a penalty of four thousand dollars.

Counterfoil
certificate book
to be kept by
still dealer.

Still not to be
removed by
distiller without
certificate.

Still not to be
removed by any
person without
certificate.
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Powertosearch 41, It is lawful for any officer to stop and detain any person

pesons  whom he reasonably suspects to be removing or carrying any still
conveying stills, x » & .
etc. or part of a still, and to search any article of whatever description

which he shall reasonably suppose to contain a still or part of a
still, and to demand the production of the certificate authorising
the removal of the said still or part of a still, and on being satisfied
that the said still or part of a still is the same as described in the
certificate, the officer shall endorse on the certificate the day,
hour, and place of the examination and shall sign his name
thereto; and if any person who is found removing or carrying any
still or part of a still refuses to produce the certificate immediately
on being required to do so by any officer, or is found removing or
carrying a still or part of a still without a certificate, every such
person shall, for every such offence, incur a penalty of eight
thousand dollars, and shall forfeit the still or part of a still
together with all animals, vehicles, vessels or boats made use of in
carrying or conveying the same; and it shall be lawful for the
officer and he is hereby authorised and empowered to stop,
arrest, and detain any such person without warrant, and to convey
every such person, together with the still or parts thereof so being
removed or carried by him, before any Magistrate to be dealt with
by him according to law.

Stil dealer not -~ 42, No person to whom a still dealer’s licence is granted shall
in sale of spirits. b€ in any manner interested or concerned in the sale of spirits or
compounds; and if such person sells any spirits or compounds or
is in any manner interested or concerned in the sale of spirits or
compounds, such person shall, for every such offence, incur a

penalty of four thousand dollars.

Refusal or 43. It is lawful for the Comptroller to refuse to grant a still

still dealers  dealer’s licence or to revoke and cancel any still dealer’s licence

licence. : : .
whenever the person holding or applying for any such licence has

been convicted of any offence under any Excise Act.

Bond to be 44. Every person applying for a still dealer’s licence under this
given by still yp pp y g . . .
dealer. Act shall, before receiving the licence, enter into a bond with

sufficient surety or sureties to the satisfaction of the Comptroller
in the sum of eight thousand dollars, conditioned for the payment
by such person or his surety or sureties of any penalty or sum of
money that may be imposed upon such person for any offence
against this Act.
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PARTV
WAREHOUSES
45. (1) Splnts the produce of Trinidad and Tobago, shall be :;’;é;g?;;ﬁsff’f

warehoused 1in fourteen days of distillation, or such further
period as the Comptroller shall allow. All such spirits, and any
compounds while in any warehouse shall be subject to such rules
and regulations, and to the payment by tl e owner of such spirits
or compounds, at the prescribed times, of such rent and other
charges as the Minister shall from time to time direct by notice in
the Gazette; and if any such spirits are not warehoused as hereby
required, the same shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any
officer.

(2) Before any building may be used as a private ware-
house, a bond, in such sum as may from time to time in each case
be required by the Comptroller, shall be given by the
warehouse-keeper, with one or more sufficient sureties, con-
ditioned on due payment of all duties and the due observance of
the provisions of this Act and of any regulations hereunder,
but—

(a) no action shall be brought against the Government
or any of its officers for loss or damage occasioned to
goods while in the warehouse, or for any wrong or
improper delivery of goods therefrom;

(b) no warehouse-keeper shall by himself or by any per-
son in his employ open or gain access to any ware-
house except in the presence of an officer acting in
the execution of his duty;

(c) the Comptroller may, with the approval of the
Minister, at any time revoke his approval of the
warehouse, and upon the revocation all spirits and
compounds must be removed therefrom as he
directs, and unless within such time as the Comptrol-
ler allows, all such spirits and compounds shall be so
removed either upon payment of duty or to be
immediately re-warehoused in another warehouse,
or exported or shipped as ship’s stores, then such
spirits or compounds shall be forfeited, and may be
seized by any officer.

(3) If at any time any rent or other charges are not paid
when due and payable on any spirits or compounds in any ware-
house, such spirits or compounds may, without prejudice to any

L.R.O. 1/1980



24

LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Chap. 87:54 Spirits and Spirit Compounds

Spirits or
compounds at
owner’s risk in
Government
warehouse.

Account of
spirits
warehoused.

Certificate of
receipt into
warehouse.

Spirits and
compounds
may be racked,
etc., in bond.
[29 of 1955].

Removal for
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other lawful method of recovery, be sold, and the proceeds of the
sale applied in the manner provided in section 55 for the sale of
goods due to be re-warehoused.

46. All spirits and compounds shall, while in any warehouse
provided by the Government, be and continue to be at the sole
risk of the owner or person warehousing the same, and no com-
pensation shall be made by the Government to any owner of
spirits or compounds or other goods by reason of any damage
occasioned thereto in the warehouse by fire or other inevitable
accident.

47. Immediately on the arrival of any spirits or compounds
which may be warehoused under the provisions of this Act, the
proper officer having the charge of the warehouse shall take an
account of the contents of every package by gauge, and the
strength of the spirits or compounds contained therein, and shall
enter an account thereof, with the marks and number of each
such package, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose.

48. The officer having the charge of the warehouse, after taking
such account as mentioned above, shall deliver to the party ware-
housing such spirits or compounds, or any person requiring the
same on his behalf, a certificate specifying the marks and number
of each of the several packages, and the several particulars so
found by him as mentioned above, with the day of the month and
year when the spirits or compounds were warehoused as
aforesaid, and the date and number of the permit under which the
spirits have been received.

49. The Comptroller may allow racking, bottling or blending
operations of spirits or compounds in warehouse in accordance
with regulations made for that purpose by the Minister. The
regulations may include provisions fixing the minimum capacity
of containers which may be used.

50. Any spirits or compounds warehoused under this Act in
any warehouse may from time to time, as often as may be
required, with the permission of the proper officer, be removed
by land or sea to any other warehouse to be re-warehoused in the
prescribed manner, and with such security as the Comptroller
may direct, and on the delivery by the person requiring the
removal to the proper officer of a request note stating the
number, marks, and contents of every package in which the spirits
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or compounds are contained, and the name or situation of the
warehouse from which and of the warehouse to which the same
are intended to be removed.

51. The description, quantity, and strength of the spirits or
compounds contained in each package shall, previously to the
delivery of the same for removal, be ascertained by the officer in
whose custody the same shall be, and the particulars thereof shall
be transmitted by him at the time of the removal to the officer of
the place of destination, and the person requiring the removal
thereof shall enter into a bond with one sufficient surety in a sum
equal at least to the duty chargeable on such spirits or compounds
for the due arrival and re-warehousing thereof at the place of
destination within such time as the officer who issues the permit
may direct. The bond shall be taken by the proper officer either at
the place of removal or the place of destination as best suits the
residence or convenience of the parties interested in the removal;
and if the bond is given at the intended place of destination, a
certificate thereof under the hand of the proper officer at such
place shall, at the time of the removal of the spirits or compounds,
be produced to the proper officer at the place of removal, and
such bond shall not be discharged unless the spirits or com-
pounds, together with the permit for the same, are produced to
the proper officer and the spirits and compounds duly re-
warehoused at the place of destination within the time allowed
for the removal, or are otherwise accounted for to the satisfaction
of the Comptroller, nor until the full duties due upon any defi-
ciency of the spirits or compounds not so accounted for are paid.

52. If any spirits or compounds, for the removal of which a
permit is granted under this Act, are not re-warehoused at the
warehouse mentioned in the permit within the time allowed by
the permit for re-warehousing the same, such spirits or com-
pounds may be seized by any officer, and shall be forfeited, unless
the Comptroller, upon proof that the failure to warehouse or
deliver the same has been occasioned by unavoidable accident or
necessity, shall order the same to be restored to the owner or
claimant thereof except that if, upon the arrival of spirits or com-
pounds removed as mentioned above at a warehouse, the parties
desire forthwith to export the same, or pay duty thereon for
consumption in Trinidad and Tobago, without actually lodging
the same in the warehouse for which they have been entered and
examined to be warehoused, the proper officer at such place may,
after all the formalities of entering and examining the spirits or
compounds for warehousing have been duly performed, permit

Rules as to
re-warehousing
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compounds
removed from
one warehouse
to another.

Spirits not
re-warehoused
upon removal
for
re-warehousing
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the same to be entered and shipped for exportation, or to be
entered and delivered for use in Trinidad and Tobago, upon
payment of the duties due thereon, as if the spirits or compounds
had been actually lodged in the warehouse, and all spirits or
compounds so exported or for which the duties have been so paid
shall be deemed to have been duly cleared from the warehouse.

53. No spirits or compounds which are warehoused under this
Act shall be delivered out of any such warehouse for consumption
in Trinidad and Tobago until the owner intending to remove the
same has paid to the Comptroller the full duties payable in
respect of all such spirits or compounds intended to be so
removed, according to the quantity of the same and the rate of
excise duty in force at the time of the removal, together with any
rent and other charges that may be due and unpaid; and the
Comptroller shall thereupon sign and give to the owner a warrant
for the delivery of the spirits, specifying in the warrant the num-
bers and marks of the packages in respect of which such duty, rent
and other charges have been paid; and the officer having the
charge of the warehouse shall, upon the owner of the spirits or
compounds, or some person on behalf of the owner, producing
the warrant and a request note, issue a permit for the removal of
the same, and deliver up the spirits or compounds as shall be
mentioned in the warrant except that—

(a) the payment of duty in respect of spirits made in
Trinidad and Tobago and removed from any ware-
house for the manufacture of compounds may, at the
discretion of the Comptroller, be deferred for a
period not exceeding eight months from the date of
the removal, if the owner of the spirits secures the
payment of such duty by a bond with one or more
sufficient sureties in a sum equal at least to the duty
chargeable in respect of the spirits, or by a general
bond in such sum as may be required by the
Comptroller;

(b) before any compounds which have been deposited
on drawback in any warehouse are delivered for
consumption in Trinidad and Tobago, there shall be
paid, in addition to the current rate of excise duty
thereon, a further sum calculated at the same rate as

the allowance for the time being in force under sec-
tion 71(2).
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54. All spirits or compounds warehoused in a warehouse pro- Spiits and

compounds in

vided by the Government shall be cleared either for use in Government
Trinidad and Tobago or for exportatior within two years from the e rcfi_l;::esg m
day on which the same were warehoused, unless the owner of the Jooar &¥,
spirits or compounds is desirous of re-warehousing the same, in re-warchoused.
which case, at the expiration of two years from the date of ware-

housing, the same shall be examined by the proper officer and the

quantity so found shall be re-warehoused in the name of the then

owner in the same manner as on first warehousing. Any ware-

house rent and charges due and unpaid up to the time for
re-warehousing shall be paid before the goods shall be

re-warehoused.

55. If any such spirits or compounds are not duly cleared for Spirits and

compounds not

use in Trinidad and Tobago or exported or re-warehoused, and re-warehoused
any outstanding warehouse rent or charges due thereon paid as jesemay be
provided at the expiration of two years from the previous entry ¢

and warehousing thereof, the same shall, after one month’s notice

by advertisement in the Gazette, signed by the Comptroller or

other officer thereunto authorised by him, giving the numbers

and marks on the packages, and the owner’s name, be sold, and

the proceeds thereof be appropriated in the first instance for the

payment of any warehouse rent and charges due and owing
thereon, after which the balance of the proceeds of the sale, if

any, shall be paid to the owner of the spirits or compounds sold,

on a claim being made for it in the regular manner. If the claim is

not made within six months of the date of sale, the balance of
proceeds of sale shall be carried to the credit of the general

revenue of Trinidad and Tobago.

PART VI
REMOVAL AND EXPORTATION OF SPIRITS
Removal of Spirits

56. (1) No spirits may be sent out or delivered from a distillery FPermits.
unless accompanied by a permit.

(2) No spirits or compounds may be removed from any
warehouse, legal quay, or other place where the same have been
lodged prior to the payment of the duty thereon or on drawback,
unless accompanied by a permit.

L.R.O. 1/1980
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(3) All spirits or compounds found to have been sent out,
delivered, or removed, or in course of being sent out, delivered,
or removed in contravention of this section, together with all
animals, vehicles, vessels, or boats made use of in conveying the
same, shall be forfeited.

(4) If any question arises as to the accuracy of the descrip-
tion of spirits or compounds in a permit, the proof that the spirits
or compounds correspond to the description shall lie on the
owner or claimant of the spirits or compounds, who shall prove
the same by the oath of two credible witnesses, being skilful and
experienced persons competent to decide by examination
thereof.

57. (1) If any person—

(a) sends out, delivers, removes, or receives any spirits
or compounds required to be accompanied by a
permit without a permit;

(b) sends out, delivers, removes, or receives any Spirits
or compounds differing in quantity, denomination,
or strength from that expressed in the permit
accompanying the same;

(c) having obtained a permit, does not send out there-
with the spirits or compounds therein described, or
deliver the permit to the proper officer within or at
the time required by the permit;

(d) requests, obtains, or uses any permit, or causes or
suffers any permit to be requested, obtained, or used
for any purpose other than that of accompanying the
removal and delivery of the spirits or compounds
therein described;

(e) produces, or causes or suffers to be produced, to any
person any permit as having been received with
spirits or compounds other than those therein
described;

(f) fraudulently makes any entry, obliteration, altera-
tion, cancellation or erasure in any permit, or know-
ingly uses any permit on which any entry, oblitera-
tion, alteration, cancellation, or erasure has been so
made; or

(g) in any manner uses, or causes or suffers to be used,
any permit so that any account of spirits or com-
pounds kept or checked by an officer may be frus-
trated or evaded,
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he shall, in addition to any other penalty or forfeiture, incur a
penalty of eight thousand dollars.

(2) If any person licensed under any Excise Act is convicted
of an offence against this section, he shall forfeit his licence unless
the Magistrate otherwise directs, and no new licence shall be
granted to him for the remainder of the year for which the for-
feited licence would have been in force.

58. A permit shall not be granted to a distiller for the removal
from a distillery of a package containing less than twenty-four
gallons of spirits manufactured in Trinidad and Tobago, and a
permit shall not be granted for the removal from warehouse of
spirits or compounds manufactured in Trinidad and Tobago and
intended for consumption in Trinidad and Tobago except in
accordance with regulations made in that behalf by the Minister.
The regulations may include provisions fixing the minimum
quantities which may be removed and the minimum capacity of
containers which may be used.

59.For every package of spirits removed, delivered, or
received from warehouse to the stock of any person licensed to
sell spirits, a separate and distinct permit shall be granted, which
permit shall, before the removal of the package, and during the
time it is in transit between the warehouse and the licensed per-
son’s premises, be affixed to one of the ends of the package in
such manner that the number and marks mentioned in the permit
may be read and compared with the number and marks cut,
painted, or branded on the package; and if any spirits are
removed from any warehouse for the purpose of being received
into the stock of any person licensed to sell spirits, or are received
into the stock of any such person, without having the permit
affixed to the package in the manner directed above, such
spirits shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any officer, and
every such licensed person so offending shall, for every such
offence, incur a penalty of eight thousand dollars.

60. It is lawful for the Magistrate of any district, in case of the
sickness or absence of any officer, to grant a permit for the
removal of any spirits for the purpose of being warehoused or
shipped for exportation; and in every such case the permit shall
be as good to all intents and purposes as if the same had been
granted by such officer.

61. If any permit or certificate required by any Excise Act for
spirits or compounds is not sent and delivered with the spirits or
compounds to the buyer, the seller shall be rendered incapable of
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recovering from the buyer the value or price, in any court of
justice.

62. Every package in which spirits of any particular kind is put
up for removal from a distillery shall be marked and numbered on
the outside and on the end thereof in letters or figures legibly cut,
branded, or painted thereon, with a description of the nature of
the spirits, with the name of the distillery at which, or of the
licensed distiller by whom, and with the year in which, the spirits
have been made or distilled, and with the number of such package
according to its order in the whole series of packages of spirits of
that particular kind for the year, beginning with the number one
and proceeding therefrom in an ascending scale by regular arith-
metical progression, the difference whereof shall in all cases be
one, and with the quantity and strength of the spirits contained in,
and also, if not a full package, with the full capacity of the pack-
age; and if any such spirits are removed from the distillery or
other place wherein the same were made in any package of less
capacity than twenty-four gallons, or in any package which is not
so marked or numbered as directed above, such spirits and
the package containing the same shall be forfeited and may be
seized by any officer, and the person to whom the licence in
respect of the distillery or other place is granted shall, for every
such offence, incur a penalty of eight thousand dollars, and any
person in whose possession is found any package containing
spirits, which package is not so marked and numbered, shall, for
every such offence, incur a penalty of eight thousand dollars.

63. Any spirits manufactured at any distillery in Trinidad and
Tobago shall be removed to warehouse in like manner and under
the same conditions as spirits removed from one warehouse to
another.

64. Where the owner of any warehoused spirits or compounds
is desirous of exporting the same from Trinidad and Tobago, the
proper officer may, on the application of the owner, and on his
giving such security by bond as the proper officer requires, and
upon payment of the rent and any charges due thereon, grant a
permit for the removal and exportation of the spirits or com-
pounds from Trinidad and Tobago, without payment of the duties
imposed by this Act, either in packages or in bottles packed in
cases of such content, size or quantity as the Minister may by
regulation specify, or in packages of such smaller size as the
Comptroller may in any particular circumstances prescribe, and
the spirits or compounds shall thereupon be subject to the cus-
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toms laws as if they were goods liable to duties of customs unpaid
which had been warehoused under the customs laws except that
the Comptroller may permit the shipment of spirits or compounds
as ships’ stores, without payment of duty, in such quantities, and
subject to such conditions as he thinks fit.

PAXT VII
COMPOUNDS

65. (1, .lo person may, without being licensed to do so, or on
any premises to which his licence does not extend, compound
spirits for sale.

(2) If any person contravenes this section, he shall for each
offence incur a penalty of nine hundred and sixty dollars, and all
spirits, vessels, utensils, and materials for compounding spirits in
his possession shall be forfeited.

66. (1) The Comptroller may in his discretion on application by
any person, and on payment of an annual licence duty of two
hundred and fifty dollars, grant to such person a licence to
compound spirits. The licence whenever granted expires on the
31st December in each year.

(2) Licences may be granted for a proportional part of a
year to persons who have not been licensed during the previous
twelve months, upon payment of duty according to the quarter of
the year in which the licence is issued.

(3) No licence to compound spirits shall authorise the mak-
ing of compounds wherein the characteristic flavour of the origi-
nal spirits is retained, and the Comptroller may, with the consent
of the Minister, by notice in writing addressed to him revoke the
licence of any compounder who in the opinion of the Comptroller
has made any compound contrary to this subsection, and may
refuse to issue any new licence to any such person.

67. (1) On the death of a compounder, the licence may be
transferred by endorsement by the Comptroller to the compoun-
der’s personal representative, or to the person beneficially en-
titled to the business, or to the Administrator General or Public
Trustee, or the appointee of the Administrator General or
Public Trustee.

(2) On the bona fide assignment or transfer of a compoun-

Prohibition of
compounding
without a
licence.

By whom

licences
ranted.

29 of 1955

51/1980].

Transfer of
licence.
[51/1980].

L.R.O. 1/1980



52

LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Chap. 87:54 Spirits and Spirit Compounds

Entry of
Temises.

29 of 1955].

Receipt and
delivery of
spirits.

Ch. 84:10.

Officer may
take stock of
compounder.

der’s business the licence may, at the discretion of the Comptrol-
ler, be transferred.

(3) Before a licence is transferred in accordance with sub-
sections (1) and (2), a fee of fifteen dollars shall be paid.

(4) No penalty under this Act is incurred by the executors
or administrators of the widow or child of any compounder who
dies before the expiration of his licence, or by the trustee of any
person who is adjudged bankrupt, or whose affairs are liquidated
by arrangement, before the expiration of his licence in respect of
the compounding of spirits for sale, so that such compounding be
done on the premises specified in the licence, and takes place for
not longer than twenty-eight days after the death of the said
licensed person, or the appointment of a trustee in the case of his
bankruptcy or the liquidation of his affairs by arrangement except
that the Comptroller may, on reasonable cause being shown,
extend the period of twenty-eight days, by notice in writing.

68. Before a compounder receives or compounds any spirits,
he shall make entry in writing in duplicate, with the officer for the
district, of the premises and utensils he intends to use, stating to
what particular purpose each is to be applied, and the number of
gallons each vessel is capable of containing; and any person who
commences or carries on the trade or business of a compounder
without making the entry, or uses the premises or utensils for any
purpose other than that described in the entry, shall incur a pen-
alty of eight thousand dollars. An entry may at any time be with-
drawn or varied, but two entries cannot be in force for the same
premises at the same time.

69. Every compounder shall, in relation to the receipt of spirits
into stock and removal therefrom, be subject to the same law as a
spirit dealer under the Liquor Licences Act except that where
compounds are removed from the licensed premises of a com-
pounder to a warehouse for deposit on drawback, the same pro-
cedure shall be followed as in the case of the removal of spirits
from one warehouse to another.

70. Any officer may at any time enter and examine the licensed
premises of a compounder, and take an account of the quantity
and strength of the spirits and compounds in his stock; and if any
person hinders or obstructs an officer, in the discharge of his duty,
from entering such premises, or examining or taking account of
the stock therein, he shall incur a penalty of eight thousand dol-
lars, and his licence may be revoked at the discretion of the
Comptroller.
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71. (1) A compounder may, subject to the provisions
of this Act and such Rules and Regulations as may be pres-
cribed by the Comptroller, deposit on drawback in a ware-
house, for exportation or for ships’ stores, compounds
which have been made by him from spirits on which duty
has been paid.

(2) Drawback at the rate of excise duty paid thereon
shall be paid on the actual quantity of spirits at proof in
the compounds warehoused, together with such an allow-
ance thereon for loss in process of manufacture as the
Minister may from time to time in each case approve,
and the strength of the spirits shall be deemed to be that
ascertained by the Chief Chemist.

72. In respect of every package containing compounds
removed from warehouse, there shall be paid by the manu-
facturer to the Comptroller a tax at the rate of ten cents
for every two gallons or less quantity of compounds con-
tained in each package except that where any compounds
are packed otherwise than in bottles packed in cases, the
quantity of the compounds, for the purpose of calculating
the delivery tax payable thereon, shall be taken to be the
full capacity of the packages containing the same.

73. 1t is not lawful for any licensed compounder to sell
compounds for consumption on his licensed premises or
to sell at any one time for consumption off his licensed
premises compounds of a quantity less than 0.75 gallon.
Any person who contravenes this section shall, for every
such offence, incur a penalty of four thousand dollars and
his licence as compounder may be cancelled by the Magis-
trate on conviction.

PART VIIT
Bay RuMm AND PERFUMED SPIRITS
74. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con-

tained in this Act, it shall be lawful for the Comprtoller,
by writing under his hand, and subject to such conditions

Compounds
for exporta-
tion or ships*
stores may
be ware-
housed on
drawback.

[3 of 1955].

Drawback to
be at the rate
of excise duty
paid on
spirits.

Delivery tax.
[51/19801.

Restrictions on
sale of
compounds.
[29 of 1955].

Permit to
manufacture
bay rum and
perfumed
spirits.
[51/1980].

L.R.O. 1/1990



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

34 Chap. 87:54 Spirits and Spirit Compounds

as he may from time to time prescribe to permit by notice
in writing any person, on payment to the Comptroller of
a fee of two hundred and fifty dollars in respect of each
calendar year, to manufacture bay rum and perfumed
spirits only on premises to be specified in the notice, in
accordance with sections 75, 76, 77 and 78. The Comptroller
may also, in like manner, subject to the approval of the
Minister, cancel any such permission without assigning
any reason therefor.

(2) No premises licensed for any other purpose
under any Excise Act shall be used for the manufacture
of bay rum or perfumed spirits under this section.

(3) A permit granted under this section shall in no
case continue in force beyond the ensuing 31st December.

(4) A person to whom a permit is granted under
this section at any time after the first quarter of any year
shall pay three-fourths, ome-half, or one-fourth of the
annual fee according as the permit is granted in the second,
third or fourth quarter of the year respectively except
that this subsection shall not apply in the case of a person
who has held a permit granted under this section at any
time during the twelve months immediately preceding.

Excise duty on 7D, In lieu of any other duty of excise, there shall be
manufacturing charged, collected, and paid, for and upon every litre of
pertumed spirits distilled in Trinidad and Tobago, and taken out of
%}%332]" warehouse for use in the manufacture of bay rum or per-
fumed spirits under this Act, of the strength of proof,
as ascertained by Sikes’s hydrometer, a duty of fifty cents
and so in proportion for any greater or less degree of
strength, or any greater or less quantity but the person
removing such spirits shall add to any such spirits, before
the same are removed from warehouse, bay oil and/or

any denaturant required by the Comptroller, in such
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proportions as the proper officer shall require, and thereupon,
after payment of duty, and upon the issue by the proper
officer of a permit, such person shall remove such spirits
to the premises specified as mentioned above, there to

complete the process of manufacture of the bay rum or
perfumed spirits.

76. 1If any person to whom any spirits have been delivered
for the manufacture of bay rum or perfumed spirits as
herein provided, uses such spirits, save for the manufacture
of bay rum or perfumed spirits in accordance with the
provisions of this Act, and save with the knowledge and
consent of the Comptroller or other proper officer, or
contrary to any conditions laid down under section 74,
he shall incur a penalty of ten thousand dollars, and all
such spirits shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any
officer.

77. Bay rum or perfumed spirits manufactured under
this Act may, subject to such conditions as the Comptroller
may prescribe, be warehoused for exportation only, and
it is lawful for the Comptroller thereupon to refund any
duties paid upon spirits contained in any bay rum or
perfumed spirits so warehoused. All such bay rum or per-
fumed spirits, upon being so warehoused, is subject to
the customs laws as if they were goods liable to duties of
customs unpaid which had been warehoused under the
customs laws.

78. No person shall sell, or keep or expose for sale, or
attempt to sell, any bay rum or perfumed spirits, whether
imported or manufactured in Trinidad and Tobago, unless
the bay rum or perfumed spirits shall conform to such
standards as the Minister may from time to time prescribe.
Any person who contravenes this section shall incur a
penalty of two thousand dollars.
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PART IX
MEDICINAL SPIRITS

Definitions. 79. In this Part—

“licensee” means any person holding a licence to prepare
medicinal spirits granted under this Part;

“licensed premises” means any premises described in a
licence granted under section 81.

Preparation of 80. (1) No medicinal spirits intended for sale shall be
soints. prepared by any person except under the authority of a
licence granted under this Part, and in accordance with

and subject to the provisions in the said Part contained.

(2) If any person contravenes this section he is
liable to a fine of eight thousand dollars for each offence
and all spirits, vessels, utensils, and materials in his
possession for the preparation of medicinal spirits shall
be forfeited.

Licences to 81. (1) The fee for a licence to prepare medicinal spirits
Medicinal shall be twenty-five dollars a year or part of a year. Any
501 such licence expires on the 31st December, in each year.

(2) Licences granted under this section shall be in
such form as the Comptroller may from time to time
approve and shall be signed by him. Every licence shall
contain a description of the premises authorised to be
used by the licensee for the purposes of the licence. Licences
may contain such conditions as the Comptroller may think
fit to impose in order to ensure compliance with the pro-
visions of this Part or to safeguard the collection of excise
duty or customs duty on spirits.

(3) Applications for licences shall be in such form
and shall contain such particulars as the Comptroller may
from time to time require. Without prejudice to the gen-
erality of the foregoing words, every application shall
contain a detailed description of the premises in which
it is proposed to carry on the preparation of medicinal
spirits and shall specify the medicinal spirits which it is
intended to prepare.
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(4) No licence shall be issued by the Comptroller
under this section—

(@) unless the Chief Medical Officer has signified
in writing that he has no objection to the
licence being granted; and

(h) unless a bond has been given by the applicant
with two sufficient sureties, and in such sum
as the Comptroller may require, under which
the applicant shall forfeit to the Comptroller
the amount of the bond in case of failure to
comply with the provisions of this Part or any
Regulations made thereunder or with any con-
dition specified in the licence granted to the
applicant under this Part.

(6) The Comptroller shall have full discretion to
refuse to grant a licence or to impose such conditions as
he may think fit when granting a licence, and no decision
of the Chief Medical Officer under subsection 4(a) shall
be questioned in any Court.

82. (1) No premises licensed or used for any other
purpose under any Excise Act shall be used for the prepara-
tion of medicinal spirits.

(2) Any licence granted under section 81 shall
authorise the person to whom it is granted to prepare
medicinal spirits only in the set of premises described in
the licence, and such premises shall be self-contained but
no licence shall be deemed to extend to any part of such
premises not described in the entry made under section 84.

83. In lieu of any other duty of excise, there shall be
charged, collected, and paid to the Comptroller, in respect
of every litre of spirits distilled in Trinidad and Tobago
and taken out of warehouse for use in the preparation of
medicinal spirits under this Act, of the strength of proof
as ascertained by Sikes’s hydrometer, a duty of thirty-five
cents, and so in proportion for any greater or less degree
of strength, or of any greater or less quantity.
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84. (1) Before a licensee receives any spirits, or prepares any
medicinal spirits on the licensed premises he shall make with the
officer for the district entry in duplicate signed by him of the
licensed premises, of the vessels and utensils he intends to use on
the licensed premises for the purposes of the licence and of the
number of gallons each vessel or utensil is capable of containing.
An entry may at any time be withdrawn or varied, but two entries
shall not be in force for the same premises at the same time.

(2) One copy of every such entry shall be given to the
officer by the licensee and the other copy shall be retained by the
licensee and shall be produced by him on the demand of any
officer.

(3) Any person who—
(a) fails to comply with subsection (1);

(b) includes in an entry any part of any premises not
bona fide occupied by him for the purposes of this
Part; or

(c) fails or refuses to produce, on the demand of any
officer, the copy of the entry retained by him,

is liable to a fine of four thousand dollars.

85. (1) No spirits shall be kept or used on any licensed prem-
ises unless they have been obtained directly from a warehouse.

(2) Spirits intended for use in the preparation of medicinal
spirits shall not be delivered or removed from a warehouse until
the prescribed duty has been paid and a permit issued by the
proper officer. During removal, the spirits shall be under the
supervision of an officer until they have been lodged in the store-
room of the licensed premises mentioned in the permit. The
licensee shall, immediately after receiving spirits from a ware-
house enter the quantity and strength of the spirits received in the
appropriate book and the entry shall be countersigned by the
officer who supervised the removal.

(3) Every licensee shall—

(a) keep books, accounts and records relating to the bus-
iness carried on on the licensed premises in the man-
ner prescribed by the Comptroller;

(b) keep all such books, records and documents in a safe
place on the licensed premises and produce them for
inspection on demand made by any officer.

(4) Any spirits brought into the licensed premises shall be
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stored, until used for the preparation of medicinal spirits, in a
storeroom approved by an officer and kept under State locks.

No person without lawful authority shall open or gain access to
any such storeroom except in the presence and with the consent
of an officer.

(5) A person to whom any spirits have been delivered for
the preparation of medicinal spirits as herein provided shall not
use such spirits save for the preparation of medicinal spirits in
accordance with the provisions of this Part and in accordance with
the conditions mentioned in the licence granted to him under this
Part.

(6) No medicinal spirits shall be prepared except in the
presence of an officer and under the supervision of a licensed
druggist. The quantity and strength of the spirits used shall be
immediately entered by the licensee in the appropriate book and
the entry shall be countersigned by the officer.

(7) No spirits shall be removed from any licensed premises
until converted into medicinal spirits except with the written
authority of the Comptroller and subject to such conditions as he
may impose.

(8) Medicinal spirits shall not be delivered or removed from
any licensed premises except in the presence of an officer. The
quantity and description of the medicinal spirits so removed shall,
at the time of removal, be entered in the appropriate book by the
licensee, and the entry shall be countersigned by the officer whose
presence is required as aforesaid.

(9) Any contravention of any of the provisions of this sec-
tion or of any regulation made thereunder shall be punished by a
fine of eight thousand dollars and the spirits and medicinal spirits
which are the subject matter of the offence shall become forfeited
on conviction.

(10) Approprlate charges for attendance and supervision
provided for in subsections (2), (6) and (8) may be made by the
Comptroller.

86. Medicinal spirits manufactured under this Act may, subject
to such conditions as the Comptroller may prescribe, be ware-
housed for exportation only, and the Comptroller may thereupon
refund any duties paid upon spirits contained in any medicinal
spirits so warehoused. All such medicinal spirits, upon being so
warehoused shall be subject to the customs laws as if they were
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goods liable to duties of customs unpaid which had been ware-
housed under the customs laws.

87. No person shall prepare, sell, or “eep or expose for sale,
any medicinal spirits unless the spirits conform to such standards
as the Chief Medical Officer may prescribe, and any person who
contravenes this section is liable to a fine of four thousand dollars
and the medicinal spirits which are the subject matter of the
offence shall become forfeited on conviction and may be disposed
of in such manner as the Comptroller may determine except that
if the defendant in any prosecution under this section for selling,
keeping, or exposing for sale, any medicinal spirits proves that he
purchased the medicinal spirits in question from the manufac-
turer thereof and with a written warranty to the effect that the
spirits conform to the standards prescribed by the Chief Medical
Officer, and further that he had no reason to believe, and that he
had no means of acquiring the knowledge by reasonable care and
diligence, that at the time when he sold the spirits or had posses-
sion of it for the purposes of sale the spirits did not conform to the
standards mentioned above, and that he has not done or caused
to be done anything to alter the state of the spirits, he shall be
discharged from the prosecution.

88. (1, ‘\ny officer may at any time enter and examine the
licensed premises of a licensee, and take an account of the quan-
tity and strength of the spirits in the stock or possession of the
licensee.

If any person hinders or obstructs an officer in the exercise of
the powers conferred by this subsection from entering any
licensed premises, or examining or taking account of the stock
therein, he is liable to a fine of eight thousand dollars.

(2) If, after making allowances for the spirits received at
and the medicinal spirits removed from any licensed premises
since the last account taken of the stock of a licensee, any officer
finds that the quantity of spirits and medicinal spirits computed at
proof remaining in the stock, custody, or possession of the licen-
see exceeds the quantity computed at proof which ought to be on
hand according to the books or accounts kept by the licensee and
the Comptroller, whether such credit has arisen from what was on
hand at the last preceding account taken or from what may have
been legally received subsequently thereto, the excess shall be
deemed to be spirits illegally received and a quantity of spirits or
medicinal spirits computed at proof equal to the excess shall be
forfeited and may be seized out of any part of the stock of the
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licensee by any officer and the licensee is liable to a fine of one
hundred dollars for every proof gallon of the excess, without
prejudice to any other penalty to which he may be liable under
this Act. If the officer, proceeding as above, finds that the quan-
tity of spirits and medicinal spirits computed at proof found in the
stock, custody or possession of a licensee is less than the quantity
computed at proof which ought to be on hand, the deficit shall be
deemed to be spirits illegally disposed of and the licensee is liable
to a fine of one hundred dollars for every proof gallon of the .
deficit without prejudice to any other penalty to which he may be
liable under this Act except that a licensee shall not be liable to
the fine of ten dollars for every proof gallon if the deficit is shown
to the satisfaction of the Comptroller to be due to evaporation,
accidental leakage or other unavoidable cause.

89. (1) Any officer may from time to time, and at all times in
the day-time, after request, enter into any house, warehouse,
store-room, room, shop, cellar, vault or other place made use of
by any person preparing, keeping or exposing any medicinal
spirits for sale, and, by testing, gauging or otherwise, take an
account of the quantity and quality and strength of any such
spirits, and such officer may take at any time or times a sample or
samples of any such spirits, paying for the same the usual price
thereof if demanded.

(2) Any person hindering or obstructing an officer in the
exercise of his powers under this section is liable to a fine of two
thousand and forty dollars.

90. A licensee shall be deemed guilty of any offence against
any of the provisions in this Part when the offence is committed
by any person employed by him, or authorised or allowed by him
to act, for or in connection with, the preparation of medicinal
spirits except that a licensee shall not be deemed guilty under this
section if he establishes that he had taken proper precautions to
prevent the commission of the offence and had reported it to the
Comptroller as soon as he discovered that the offence had been
committed.

91. Where a licensee is convicted of an offence against any of
the provisions contained in this Part, the licence held by him may
be cancelled by the Court on conviction.

92. Whenever a licence granted under this Part is cancelled, or
lapses and is not renewed, any spirits which are on the licensed
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premises shall be safeguarded and disposed of as prescribed by
the Comptroller.

93. Any matter which may be prescribed by the Comptroller or
by the Chief Medical Officer under this Part shall be contained in
regulations made by the Comptroller or the Chief Medical
Officer, as the case may be. No such regulation shall have effect
unless approved by the Minister.

94. This Part shall not apply to any Government Department
required to prepare medicinal spirits.

PART X
VINEGAR

95. In this Part—

“licensee” means any person holding a licence to manufacture
vinegar granted under this Part;

“licensed premises” means any premises described in a licence
granted under section 97.

96. (1) No vinegar intended for sale shall be manufactured by
any person except under the authority of a licence granted under
this Part, and in accordance with, and subject to, the provisions in
the said Part contained.

(2) If any person contravenes this section, he, for each
offence, is liable on summary conviction before a Magistrate to a
fine of two thousand dollars-and all spirits, vessels, utensils and
materials in his possession for the manufacture of vinegar shall be
forfeited.

97. (1) The fee for a licence to manufacture vinegar for sale
shall be—

(a) in the case of a person using duty free spirits in his
process of manufacture—two hundred and fifty dol-
lars a year;

(b) in any other case—twenty-five dollars a year,

and the licence, whenever granted, shall expire on the 31st
December, next following except that licences may be granted for
a proportionate part of a year to persons who have not been

Regulations.

Exemption.

Definitions.
[15 of 1952].

Manufacture of
vinegar.
[15 of 1952].

Licences to
manufacture
“vinegar. :
[15 of 1952
45 of 1979].

L.R.O. 1/1980



42

LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Chap. 87:54 Spirits and Spirit Compounds

Licensed
premises.
[15 of 1952
50 of 1952].

licensed during the previous twelve months, upon payment of
licence duty computed as follows:

(i) if the licence is taken out during the second
quarter of a year, three-fourths of the full
amount of the licence duty;

(i) if the licence is taken out during the third
quarter of a year, one-half of the full amount
of the licence duty;

(iii) if the licence is taken out during the fourth
quarter of a year, one-fourth of the full
amount of the licence duty.

(2) Licences granted under this section shall be in such
form as the Comptroller may from time to time approve and shall
be signed by him. Every licence shall contain a description of the
premises authorised to be used by the licensee for the purposes of
the licence. Licences may contain such conditions as the Comp-
troller may think fit to impose in order to ensure compliance with
the provisions of this Part or to safeguard the collection of excise
duty or customs duty on spirits.

(3) Applications for licences shall be in such form and shall
contain such particulars as the Comptroller may from time to
time require. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
words, every application shall contain an exact description of the
site of the premises in which it is proposed to carry on the man-
ufacture of vinegar and shall specify the process by which it is
intended to manufacture the vinegar.

(4) No licence shall be issued by the Comptroller under this
section until the applicant has furnished a bond, with one
sufficient surety, and in such sum as the Comptroller may require,
conditioned for the payment by the applicant and his surety of
any penalty or sum of money which may be imposed on such
person for any offence against this Act or any regulations made
thereunder or for failure to comply with any condition specified in
the licence granted to the applicant under this Part except that a
person who is licensed to manufacture vinegar using spirits on
which duties have been paid shall not be required to give a bond.

(5) The Comptroller shall have power to refuse to grant a
licence or to impose such conditions as he may think fit when
granting a licence.

98. (1) No premises licensed or used for any other purpose
under any Excise Act shall be used for the manufacture of
vinegar.
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(2) Any licence granted under section 97 shall authorise the
person to whom it is granted to manufacture vinegar only in the
set of premises described in the licence, and such premises shall
be self contained but no licence shall be deemed to extend
to any part of such premises not described in the entry under
section 100.

99. Spirits used in the manufacture of vinegar by persons who
have paid the licence fee provided for by sectica 97(1)(<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>