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Passed in Council this fifth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-one. 

THOMAS F. JOHNSTON, 
Clerk of Cortmail. 

The foregoing Ordinance has been duly proclaimed in 
Port of Spain on this nineteenth day of October, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-one, by me, 

RIOHARD JOELL, 
Assist. Marshal. 

No. 10.-1842. 
AN ORDINANOE for assimilating the Laws of the 

Oolony, relating to Off_ences against the Person, to the 
Laws of England in the like cases. 

(L. s.) C. CHICHESTER, 

Acting Gpvernor, Lieut.-Colonel 81st Regiment. 

WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws of this 
I( Colony relative to offences against the person 

should be assimilated to the Laws of England in the like 
cases, and that the same should be consolidated into one' 
Ordinance: Be it therefore, and it is hereby enacted and 
ordained by the Governor and Oommander-in-Ohief in 
and over the said Island and its Dependencies, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Council of Govern-
ment thereof, That whosoever shall do or commit any act 

Rule of con- or acts which, if done or committed in England would 
struction. amount to or constitute the offence of murder, man-

slaughter, buggery, or rape, shall be deemed guilty of 
murder, manslaughter, buggery, or rape, as the case may 
be; and every offence mentioned in this Ordinance, which 
would be a felony or misdemeanor according to the law of 
England, shall be, and be deemed to be a felony or 
misdemeanor, as the case may be, in this Colony. 
;( 2. And be it enacted, That from and after the 

prlllClpals and I t' f thO 0 ·d· . . t d ,.. accessorie6 in promu ga Ion 0 IS I lnance, every person convlC e 
murder. of murder, or of being an accessory before the fact to 
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murder, shall suffer death as a feW, , 
after the fact to murder shall be 
in the Royal Gaol for any term not excee mg' our years, 
with or without hard labour, and with or without solitary 
confinement for any portion or portions of such imprison-
ment, 

11< 11< * * * * 
Section 3 is repealed by Ordinance 16 oj 1877. 

+ 4. And be it enacted, That every person convicted of Punishmentof. 
h 11 b I, bl t th d' t' f th manslaughter, manslaughter s a e la e, a e lscre IOn 0 e 

Court, to be transported for life, or for any term not less 
than ten years, or to be imprisoned in the Royal Gaol 
for any term not exceeding four years, with or without 
hard labour, for any portion or portions of such imprison-
ment, or to pay such fine as the Court shall award, 
+ 5 Provided always, and be it enacted That no Astohomicide 

: h t h 11 b' db' . h ] 11 not felonious, pums men s a e-mcurre y any person w 0 s la 
kill another by misfortune or in his own defence, or III 
any other manner without felony. 

* * * * * 
Sections 6, 7, 8, are repealed by Ordinance 16 oj 1877. 

+ 9. And be it enacted, That whosoever shall unlawfully Punishment 
d ]" I d d I' t t b t k for sendin'" an ma lClOUS y sen ,or elver 0, or cause 0 e a en explosive 

or received by any person, any explosive substance, or or 
. th d' 'th' I '11 t throwmg any 0 er ang81 ous or noxIOUS lng, or s la cas· or destructive 

throw upon, or otherwise apply to any person, any :natter with 
, fl 'd th 1 t t" t't 'th 't ·t mtent to do corrOSIve UI or 0 er ( es ruc IVe ma er, WI In en bodily harm. 

in any of the cases aforesaid to burn, maim, disfigure, or 
disable any person, or to do some other grievous bodily 
harm to any person, and whereby in any of the cases 
aforesaid any person shall be burnt, maimed, disfigured, 
or disabled, or receive some other grievous bodily harm, 
shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof, 
shall be liable to be imprisoned in the Royal Gaol for 
any term not exceeding four years, with or without hard 
labour, for any portion or portions of such imprisonment. 
f" 10. And be it enacted, That whosoever with intent to ;\dmin,ister-

th ' , f' h II I f II . lDg pOlson or procure e mISCarrIage 0 any woman, s a un aw u y using any 
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means,to administer to her, or cause to be taken by her, any 
cure tile mlS-. th . tl . h 11 1 f 11 carriage of a pOlSOn or 0 er noxIOUS nng, or s a un aw u y use 
woman. any instrument or other means whatsoever with the-like 

intent, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned in the Royal 
Gaol for any term not exceeding' four years, with or 
without hard labour, for any portion or portions of such 
im prisonment. ' 

A woman se- "" 11. And be it enacted, That if any woman shall be 
creting the delivered of a child, and shall by secret buryin!:; or 
dead body of , d' -, f th d d b d f tl 'd 1 '11 her child to WISe Isposmg 0 e ea 0 y 0 1e Sal c 11 C , 
c,?-uceal iJ:s endeavour to conceal the birth thereof, every such 

offender shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being 
meanoJ:, convicted thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned in the 

Royal Gaol for any term not exceedinss two years, 'with 
or without hard labour, for any portion or portions of 
such imprisonment; and it shall not be necessary to 
prove whether the child died before, at, or after its 

iProviso, birth: Provided always, that if any woman tried for the 
murdet' of her child shall be acquitted thereof, it shall 
be luwful for the jury by 1vhose verdict she shall be 
acquitted, to find, in ease it shall so appea,r in evidence, 
that she was delivered of a child, and that she did by 
;secret burying, or otherwise disposing of the dead body 
,of such child, endeavour to conceal the birth thereof, 
:and thereupon the Court may pass such sentence as if 
,she had been convicted upon an indictment for the 
concealment of the birth, 

Sodomy. \- lI.2. And be it enacted, That every person convicted 
of the abominable crime of buggery, committed either 
with mankind or with any animal, shall be liable to ba 
imprisoned in the Royal Gaol for any term not exceeding 
five year:', nor less than two years, with or without hard 
labour, for any portion or portions of such imprisonment; 
and if a ,male, ,to be once, twice, or thrice publicly 
whipped, if the Court shall see fit, in addition to such 
imprisonment, or imprisonment with hard labour. 

Rape. '" 13. And be it enacted, That every person convicted 
of the crime of ,rape shall be liable, at the discretion of 

'the Court, to be transported for life, or for any tenn not 
less than ten years, or to be imprisoned in the Royal 
Gaol for any term not exceeding five years, nor less than 
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hro years, 'iyith or without hard laLour, for any l)ortion 
or portions of such imlJrisonment. 
t-14. And be it enacted, That if any person shall un- Carnal know-

d • "' leclo'8 of a girl lawfully an carnally knolv ancI abuse any girl under the under seven. 
age of seven years) e\'ery such offender shall be guilty of 
felony, and being cOllYicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned in the Royal Gaol for any term not exC'eeding 
five years, nor less than two years, with or without hard 
labo"L11', for any portion or portions of such imprisonment, 
and also to be once, twice, or thrice publicly 'i'{hipped, if 
the Court shall see fit, in addition to such imprisonment, 
or imprisonment with hard labour. And if any person 
shall unlawfully and carnally know and aLuse any girl The like of a 
bein!? above the age of seven veal'S and under the age of girl aboved '-' U I!J '-' seven an 
ten years, every such offender shall be guilty of a misde- undm' ten. 
meanor, and being convicted thereof shall be liable 'to be 
imprisoned in the Royal Gaol for such term not exceed-
ing four years, as the Court shall award, ""vithor 'without 
l1ard labour, for'· any portion or portions of such 
im prisonmen t. 
,,15. And whereas it is expedient that ul)on trials for What shall he 
th . f b d 1 11 b . sufficientproof e crImes 0, uggery, an ra]?e, ane carna Y a USIng of carnal 
girls under the ve ages hereinbefore mentioned, knowledge in 
the provisions of tlle law of 'England, with regard to the 
proofs required for the conviction of any person charged 
with any such offence, should be adopted in th;s Colony: 

it therefore enacted, That it shall not be necessary in 
any case to prove the actual emission of seed in order to 
constitute a carnal knowledge, but that the carnal 
:knowledge shall l)e deEmed complete upon proof of 
penetration only. 

16 And be it enacted That where any- woman shall FOl'c,ible 
'. ' . ductlOnofa have any mterest, whether legal or eqUItable, present or woman on ace 

future absolutE' conditional or contingent in any real of her , , , - , fortune wlth 
or personal estate, or shall be an heirfss presumptive or intent to , 
next of kin to anyone having such interest, if any marry her 
person sllall from motives of lucre take away or detain 
such ,Yoman against her will with intent to marry ot' 
defile her, or to cause her to be married or defiled by any 
person, every such offender and every other person 
counselling, ajding, or abetting such offender shall be 
guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall be 

c 
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liable to be imprisoned in the Royal Gaol for any term 
not exceeding four years, with or ·without hard labour, 
for any portion or portions of such imprisonment. 

17. And be it enacted, That if any person shall un-
girl from her lawful]v take or cause to be taken any unmarried gIl,"l parents or . oJ , , , 

guardians. bemg under the age of fourteen years, out of the 
possession and against the will of her father or mother, 
or any other person having the lawful care or charge of 
her, every such offender shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and being convicted thereof, shall be liable to suffer such 
punishment, by fine or imprisonment, or by both, as the 
Court shall award. 

Child stealing. -I- 18. And be it enacted, That if any person shall 
maliciously, either by force or fraud, lead or take a.-way, 
or decoy, or entice away, or detain any child under the 
age of ten years, with intent to deprive the parent 01' 
parents or any othet person having the lawful care or 
charge of such child, of the possession of suchchilcl, or 
with intent to steal any article upon or about the person 
of such child, to whomsoever such article may belong; 
or if any person shall with any such intent as aforesaid 
receive or harbour any such child, knowing the same to 
have been by force or fraud led, taken, decoyed, enticed 
away, or detained, as hereinbefore mentioned, every such 
offender and every person counselling, aiding, or abetting 
such offender shall be guilty of felony, and being 
victed thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned in the n oyal 
Gaol for any term not exceeding two years, with or 
without hard labour, for any portion or portions of such 
imprisonment;, and if a male, to be once, twice, 'or thrice, 
publicly or privately whipped (if the Court shall so think 
fit) in addition to such imprisonment, or imprisonment 

Not to extend with hard labour: Provided always, that no person who 
to fathers iak- h 11 hI' d t b tl f th f 'II 't' t ing their ille- S a ave c alme 0 ele a er 0 an 1 egl Ima e 
gitimate chil- child, or to have any right to the possession of such 
dren., child, shall be liable to be prosecuted by virtue hereof 

on account of his getting possession of child, or 
taking such child out of the possession of the mother or 
,any other person having the lawful charge thereof. 

Bigamy. ·19. And be it enacted, That if any person being mar-
l'ied, shall marry any other person during the lifetime of 
the former husbancl or wife, whether the second marriage 
shall have taken place in this Colony or else,yhere, eyery 

" 
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such offender and every person counselling, aiding; or 
abetting such offender, shall be guilty of felony, and 
lJeing convicted thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned 
'in the Royal Gaol for any terlllnot exceeding four years, 
with or without hardlaboul', for any portion or portions 
of such imprisonment: Provided always, that nothing Exceptions. 
herein contained shall extend to any person marrying a 
second time, whose husband· or wife shall have been 
continually absent from such person for the space of 
seven years then last passed, and shall not have been 
kno'iyn by such person to be living within that time, or 
shall extend to any person who alt the time of such 
second marriage shall have been divorced from the bond 
of the first marriage, or to any person whose former 
marriage shall have been declared void by the 
of any Oourt of competent jurisdiction, 

20, And be it enacted, 'llhat if any person shall arrest Arresting 
01 . 'I 1'1 h h II b a clergyman any ergyman upon any CIVl process w 11 e e s a e during ciivine 

performing Divine.Service, or shall, with the knowledge service. 
of such person, be going to perform the same, or return-
ing from the performance thereof, every· such offender 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof, shall suffer such punjshment by fine or im-
prisonment, or by both, as the Oourt sball award. 
. 21. And be it enacted, That if any person shall assault Assaults on 

and strike or wou.n. (1 any MaCl'istrate officer or other and . o. .' , others endea-
person whatsoever lawfully authorIzed, on account of the 
exercise of his du. ty in or concerning the preservation ofshipwr8clred . . . property 
any vessel in distress, or of any vessel, goods, or effects .. 
wrecked, stranded, or cast on shore or lying under water, 
every such offender shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned in the 
Royal Gaol for any term not exceeding four years, with 
or without hard labour, for any portion or portions of 
such imprisonment. 

22. And be it enacted, That whosoever shall by force Impeding any 
t ' d cd' t h' . person endea-preven . or Impe e any person en ea'irOnrlng 0 save ISvouringtosuve 

life from any ship or vessel which shall be in distress or his life 
wrecked, stranded or cast on shore, (whether he shan be 
on board, or shall have quitted the same,) shall be guilty offelony. 
of felony, and being convicted thereof, shall be liable, at 

of the Oourt, to any such punishment as . 
last aforesaid. . 

C 2 
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Assault with 23. And be it enact2d, That ·where any person shall 
intent to oom- b 1 1 'tl d . t 1 f f f 11 . mit felony, or e c largee WI 1 an convIc ee a any a Ie a oWIng 
on any Magis- offences as misdemeanors, that is to say, of any assault 
trate, &0., or 'th' t t t 't f 1 f It to preyent the WI III en 0 COnlInI e any; a any assau upon ally 
arrest of o!- JYIaO'istrate StiI)endiaryor other Justice of the Peace fenders or ill t:l , , 

of constable, police officer, peace officer, or revenue 
anyc01:'pil'Ucy officer in the due execution of his duty or upon any to raIse the ' , 
rate,oj wages; person acting in aid of such JYIagistrate, Stipendiary or 

other Justice of the Peace constable police officer wIth hard " . , 
labour. peace officer, or revenue officer; of any assault upon 

any person with intent to resist or prevent the lawful 
apprehension or detainer of the party so assaulting, or 
of any other person for any offence for which he or they 
may be liable by law to be apprehended or detained; or 
of any assault committed in pursuance of any conspiracy 
to raise the rate of vvages; in any such case the Court 
may sentence the offender to be imlJrisoned in the Royal 
Gaol for any term not exceeding two years, ·with or 
without hard labour, fbI' any portion or portions of such 
imprisonment, and may also (if it shall so think fit,) fine 
the offender and require him to find sureties for keeping 
the peace. 

Jffimon J'\24. And be it enacted, That where any person shall 
be charged ·with and convicted by the Court for the rrrial 
of Crim.inal Prosecutions, of any common assault or bat-
tery, every such offender shall be liable to suffer such· 
punishment by imprisonment, not exceeding the term of 
two. years, or by a fine not exceeding the sum of one 
hundred pounds sterling, or by both imprisonment and 
fine, as the C01Ut shall a·ward. 

ProYisio;U for 25. And for the 11'1Ore effectual prosecution of access-
to ories before the fact to any felony punishable under this' 

Ordinance, Be it enacted, that if any person shall counsel, 
nance.procure, or command any other person to commit any 

such felony, the person so counselling, procluing, or 
commanding, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and may· 
be proseouted and convicted either as an accessory before 
the fact to the principal felony, together with the princi-
pal felon, or after the conviction of the principal felon, 
or may be prosecuted and convicted of a substantive 
felony, whether the prhlcipal felon shall or shall not 
have been previously convicted or shall not be amen-
al)le to justice. 
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26, And be it enacted, That in the caS2 of every Accessories 

f 1 ' h 11 1 tl' 0 d' , . 1 how pumsh-e ony PUlllS a) e une 81' lIS l' Inance, every pnnClpa able. 
in the second degree, and every accessory before the fact, 
for whom no punishment has been hereinbefore provided, 
shall be punishable in the same manner as the principal 
in the first degree is by this Ordinance punishable; and 
every accessory after the fact to any felony, Flnishable 
under this Ordinance, for whom no punishment has been 
hereinbefore provided, shall on conviction be liable to be 
imprisoned in the Royal Gaol for any term not exceed. 
ing two years, with or without hard labour, for any 
period or l)eriods of such imprisonment; and every 
person who shall compel, counsel, aid, or abet the com-
mission of any misdemeanor punishable under this 
Ordinanca, shall be liable to be proceeded against and 
punished as a principal offender, 

27. And be it enacted, That where any person shall W:here im- . 
b ' t d f ff . h bl d th' 0 d' prlsonment IS e convlc e 0 any 0 ence punls a e un er IS l' 1- with hard 
nance for whiclLimprisonment with hard labour may labour! Court , " , may dIrect 
be awarded, It shall be lawful for the Court to dn'eet !'olitary con-
that the offender shall be kept in solitary confinement finement, 
for any portion or portions of such imprisonment, not 
exceeding one month at anyone time, and not exceed-
ing three months in anyone year, as to the Court in its 
discretion shall seem meet, 

* * * * * 
Section 28 is J'epealed by Ordinance 16 of 1877. 

29. And be it enacted, That this Ordinance shall take Commence- . 
ff d ' d' tIft th ul t' ment of Ordl-. e ect from an Hume Ia e y a er e pronl ga Ion nance. 

thereof, 
Passed in Council this thirty-first day of December., 

'one thousand eight hundred and forty-two. 
THOMAS F. JOHNSTON, 

CleJ'k of Oouncil. 


