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AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO RIOTS AND UNLAWFUL AND Ordinance 
Ch. 4. No. 7-

TUMULTUOUS ASSEMBLIES. 1940. 

[22nd J~tly, 1844.J;' 

1. This Ordinance rna y be cited as the Riot Ordinance. 

Commence­
'ment. 

Short title" 

2 .. In this Ordinance, the expl:essions it affray," (( u~lawful !n;.el<pre-' . 

assembly," (~ rout," and (( riot '-" shall respectiv~ly have the a IOn. 

same meaIlings as they have according to the law of England. 

i 3" Whosoever shall take part in an affray shall be g~lty Affray. 

of a misdemeanQf and liable to a fine of two hundred 'and 
forty dollars, or to be imprisoned for t,\vo"years, br to both 
such fine' and imprisonment., 

<.{ 4. Whosoever shall take part'in an unlawfu~ assembly or' Unlawful 

in .a rout shall be guilty of a misdemeanor <l:nd ~able to a :~~~:~r 
fine of two hundred and forty dollars, or to be lmprIsoned for ' 
one year, or to both such fine and imprisonm~nt. 

'f 5. Whosoever shall take part in a riot shall be guilty of a Riot ... 

misdemeanor and liable to a fine, of four hundred and 
eighty dollars, or to be imprisoned fpr two years, o'~ to both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

6. Who~oe\Ter sh~ll take part in any unla wfnI ass"embly, ~'ah:ing: part 
rout, or rIot, knOWIng that anyone taking part therein is' l~ armed 
or is i~tended to be armed with any weapon of offence, shall not, etc. 

be gUIlty of CL misdemeanor and liable to a fine 'of nine ' 
---- " 26 (2) 
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Being armed 
and taking 
part in riotJ 
etc. 

Supervision 
by Police. 

Power to 
convict 
-summarily. 

Twelve 
persons or 
more unlaw­
fully 
assembled, 
and not 
dispersing 
after being 
commanded 
bya 
Magistrate~ 
by procla­
mation., to 
be adjudged 
felons. 
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hundred and sixty dollars, or to be imprisoned for three 
years, or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

7. Whosoever, being armed with any weapon of offence, 
shall take part in any unlawful assemblY1 rout, or riot, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and 1i~ble to be imprisoned for 
five years. 

8. Where any person is convicted before the Supreme . 
Court of any offence involving the t~king part in a riot, the 
Court may, if it thinks fit, in addition to any other 
punishment authorised by this Ordinance) order that the 
offender shall, from and after the expiration of his term of 
imprisonment, be subject to .Police supervision under the 
Prevention of Crimes Ordinance for any term not exceeding 
seven years. 

9. Where any perso~ charged vvith any offence punishable 
under this Ordinance ---is brought before a Magistrate for 
examination, the Magistrate may, with the consent of the 
person charged, deal summarily with the charge in the 
manner provided by section 97 of the Summary Courts 
Ordinance. 

10. If any persons to the number of twelve or more, being' 
unlawfully, riotously, and tumultuously assembled together 
to the disturbance of the public peace, and being required or 
commanded by one or more Magistrate or Magistrates; by 
proclamation under the in's name in the form hereinafter­
directed, to disperse themse ves, an peaceably to depart to 
their habitations, or to their lawful business, shall, to the 
number of twelve or more (notwithstanding such procla­
mation made) unlawfully) - riotously, and tumultuously' 
remain or continue together for the space of one hour after 
such command or request made by proclamation, then such 
continuing together to the number of twelve or mor.e, after 
such command or request made by proclamation, shall be 
adjudged felony, and every person so offending shall' be 
adjudged a felon and shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
four years. . -

How 11. The order and form of any proclamation made under 
f~~!a::~~n this Ordinance shall be as follows; that is to say, the. 
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xlagistrate shall} among the said riot~rs} or as near to them 
as he can safely cotne, with a loud VOIce ~ommand, or ~au~e 
to be commanded, to be kept \vhIle ,proclamatIon. IS 
making, and after that shall openly and wIth a loud vO.lce 
make or cause to be proclalnation of these words or hke 
in effect: 

II OUI- Sovereign Lord the ~jng charl:?es and comlnands all 
pcrs07ls being a~sembled, immedIately to dlsper~e themselves: and 
peacefully to depart to their houses. or to ~heIr lawful bUSl~essJ 
upon the pains contained in the Ordlnance In such case proVlded. 
God save the I{ ing." 

And aU:uch l\Jagistrates, \vithin the limits of their respective 
jurisdictions; are hereby authorised, empowered, and 
required, on notice or knowledge of any such, unlawful, 
riotous and tumultuous assembly, to to the place 
\vhere 'such unlawful, riotous,' and tumultuous assembly 
shall be of persons to number of twelve or more, and 
there to lnake or cause to be made proclamation in manner 
aforesaid. ' 
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12. If any such persons so unlawfully riotously, and Persons so 
, bIll' f h f assembled, tumultuously assem ec J or twe ve or more a t em, a ter and not 

proclamation made in manner aforesaid, shall continue dispersing 

d d · th l'~ . h' 'h th within one together an not Isperse emse ves WIt In one our, en hour .. to be 

it shall be lawful to and for every Magistrate having seized. 

jurisdiction where such assembly shall be, and to and for such 
other person or persons as shall be commanded to be 
assisting unto any such Magistrate (who is hereby authorised 
and empowered to command all His Ma,'est 's subPects of 
age and ability to be assisting to him thereIn to seIze and 
apprehend, and they are hereby required to seize and 
apprehend, such persons so unlawfully, riotously, and 
tunlultuously continuing together after proclamation made 

,as aforesaid, and forthwith to carry the persons so 'appre:­
hended before the l\1agistra te of the qistrict or place where 
such persons shall be so apprehended, in order to their being 
proc~eded against for such their offences according to , law; 
and tfthe persons so unlawfully, riotously, and tumultuously 
ass~mbled, or any of them, shall happen to be killed, 
Inal_med, or h?rt in th~ dispersing, seizing, or apprehending, 
or endeavour~ng t~ dIsperse, seize, or apprehend them, by 
reason of thel~ reSisting the persons so dispersing, seizing, 
or apprehendIng, or' endeavouring to disperse', seize, or 




