
REGISTRATION OF DEEDS. [CAP. 174. 

CHAPTER 174. 

REGISTRATION OF DEEDS.· 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE EXECUTION, REGISTRATION, 

AND ADMISSION IN EVIDENCE OF DEEDS, AND TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF PURCHASERS AND MORTGAGEES. 

[1st January, 1885. J 

1873 

01·dinances 
No. 57, 
" 95, ss. 2, 3, 

~ &: 10, 
, 36 of 1908, 
, 7 of 1913. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Registration of Short title. 

Deeds Ordinance. 

2. (1) In the application of any rule or principle of the ~terpreta­
Common or Statute Law of England, the expression twn. 

" Deed " shall be substituted for any expression in such 
rule or principle importing a bond, obligation, contract, 
instrument, or writing under seal. 

(2) In this Ordinance-
" British Minister or Consul " includes any 

Charge d'affaires, Consul-General, or Vice­
Consul; 

" Lands " includes messuages, tenements, and 
· hereditaments, corporeal and incorporeal, 

of every tenure or description, whatever 
may be the estate or interest therein; 
(s. 2 of 95 incorporated.) 

" Mayor of any city, town, or borough in Great 
Britain or Ireland '' includes the Chief 
Magistrate and the Deputy Mayor of any 
city, town, or borough in the United King­
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, or in 
any British Colony, Possession, or Depen-· 
dency, and any Magistrate acting in the 
name and on the behalf of any such Mayor 
or Chief Magistrate; 
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'' Qualified Functionary '' means a Judge of 
the Supreme Court, a Justice, a barrister, 
a conveyancer, or the Registrar of the 
Supreme Court; 

'' Registered '' means registered in the office 
of the Registrar-General. 

Exec'l&tion and Registration of Deeds. 

3. Every deed executed in the Colony or elsewhere, in 
the presence of and attested by one witness at least not 
being a party thereto, shall be held and taken in law to be 
a specialty, and shall otherwise as a deed be valid and 
effectual for all purposes : Provided that nothing in this 
section shall give an unregistered deed any effect or opera­
tion which by law is dependent on registration. 

4. Any deed, although the same shall not be required by 
law to be registered, may at the option of any party to such 
deed be registered under this Ordinance. 

5. No deed shall be registered unless the same shall be in 
the English language, and unless the execution thereof by 
every person who shall have executed the same shall be 
proved upon the oath or solemn declaration of one of the 
witnesses attesting such execution. 

6. As to the personal acts required for the execution of 
a deed in the Colony, it is hereby declared that it is and 
always has been necessary and sufficient that the person 
executing do sign and as his act and deed deliver the deed. 

This section does not apply to the execution of a deed by 
a corporation. 

7. (1) Any deed may be registered if-
(a) the execution thereof by every party who, 

in the Colony, executes the same is made 
and attested as follows; that is to say, the 
deed must be executed in the presence of 
one witness at least not being a party there­
to and of a qualified functionary' and the 
signing and delivery thereof must be attest­
ed by one such witness at least subscribing 
his name with the addition of his place 
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of abode or business and his profession, 
occupation, or condition in life, and by the 
qualified functionary subscribing his name 
with the addition of his qualification under 
this section; and if 

(b) the execution thereof by every party who, 
out of the Colony, executes the same is 
made and attested according to this Ordi­
nance. 

(2) A qualified functionary shall not subscribe a deed 
under this section unless it bears the signature of some 
barrister or certificated conveyancer as having prepared 
such deed. (As amended by 7 of 1913, s. 2.) 
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8. Any deed may be registered if­ Registration 
of deed 

(1) the execution thereof by every person who out executed out 
f h C 1 h . d ' d of or ·partly o t e o ony, execute£' t e same IS ma e an out of the 

attested as follows; that is to say, the deed must Colony. 

be executed in the presence of one witness at 
least, not being a party thereto, and the signing 
and delivery thereof must be attested by one such 
witness at least subscribing his name with the 
addition of his place of abode or business and 
his profession, occupation, or condition in life; 
and if 

(2) the execution thereof by every person who, in the 
Colony, executes the same is made and attested 
according to the provisions of this Ordinance in 
that behalf. 

9. Any deed under which any person, with or without a Registration 
surety or sureties becomes accountable to the Crown or 0~ bonds, etc., 

. ' . g1ven to the 
responsible to the Crown for the due discharge of any Crown. . 

duties, may be registered if the execution thereof by every · 
:person who, in the Colony or elsewhere, executes the same 
Is made and attested as follows; that is to say, the deed 
must be executed in the presence of one witness at least 
not being a party thereto, and the signing and delivery 
the!e.of must be attested by one such witness at least sub-
scn~nng his name, with the addition of his place of abode or 
b_usmess and his profession, occupation, or condition in 
hfe. 
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10. (1) In all cases in which any deed shall have been 
executed by any person out of the Colony, the oath or 
solemn declaration of the witness proving such execution 
may be made before a Notary Public, or before any Judge 
of a Court of Record, or the Mayor of any city, town, or 
borough in Great Britain or Ireland, or in any British 
Colony, Possession, or Dependency, or if the same shall 
have been executed in any of the United States of America 
before any Judge of a Court of Record, or the Mayor or 
other Chief Magistrate of any place in such State, or any 
Notary Public, or if the same shall have been executed in 
any other foreign country before any British Minister or 
Consul or Notary Public residing in such country; or such 
oath or solemn declaration may in any of the cases afore­
said be made before any Judge of the Supreme Court, or 
before the Registrar-General. 

(2) The making of any such oath or solemn declar­
ation, where the same shall be made by any person in any 
place out of the Colony, shall be certified under the hand 
and seal, if any, of the Notary, Judge, Mayor or other 
Chief Magistrate, Minister or Consul before whom the 
same shall be made. · (As amended by 36 of 1908.) 

11. In all cases in which a deed is executed by any per­
son within the Colony, the affidavit or solemn declaration of 
the witness proving such execution may be made before a 
Judge of the Supreme Court, or before the Registrar-General, 
or a Commissioner of Affidavits, or before any Justice by 
whom as a qualified functionary the signing and delivery 
of the deed is attested. The affidavit or declaration may be 
in the Form A in the Schedule to this Ordinance, and may 
be endorsed upon, or written at the foot or in the margin 
of, the deed, or may be separate and refer to the deed as an 
exhibit. 

12. All adjudications of bankruptcy made by the 
Supreme Court, and all adjudications or orders made by. 
any competent Court in Great Britain or Ireland, and 
intended to affect any lands in the· Colony belonging to any 
bankrupt, and all copies of orders to be made by the 
Supreme Court under the Trustee Ordinance, and wnich 
copies are by the said Ordinance required to be registered, 
shall be registered with deeds, and shall be indexed in the 
index of deeds under the letter of the alphabet correspond­
ing with the initial letter of the surname of every such 
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bankrupt, and of every trustee to be named in any such 
order, with the christian name and surname at full length 
of every such bankrupt or trustee. 

13. The Registrar-General shall number every deed 
which shall be registered in each year with a distinguish-· 
ing number according to the order of time in which such 
deed shall be registered, beginning with the number one 
and proceeding in a regular numerical series, and shall, at 
the time when any such deed shall be delivered to him, 
endorse upon or annex to such deed a certificate, according 
to the Form Bin the Schedule to this Ordinance, under his 
hand, stating the day and time when such deed shall have 
been delivered to him for registration, the number of pages 
on which such deed shall be written, and the distinguish­
ing number under which such deed shall be registered. 

14. All deeds registered in each year shall, as soon as 
conveniently may be, be bound up in convenient volumes 
marked on the back thereof with the year in which the 
same shall be registered, and numbered in regular series 
according to the order of such volumes. 

15. Where any deed, by reason of its form, or of the 
material on which the same is written or engrossed, can­
not conveniently be_ so bound up, the Registrar-General 
shall cause a true and correct transcript of the same, certi­
fied under his hand, to be inserted in lieu thereof in the 
proper volume, and in its proper order according to its 
distinguishing number, and shall retain and keep in his 
custody the original deed whereof such transcript shall 
be so made. 

Priority of Deeds and Protection of P~trchasers and 
Mortgagees. 

~6. (1) Every deed whereby any lands in the CoLony may 
be m any way affected at law or in equity shall be regis­
ter~d under this Ordinance, and every such deed duly 
reg~stered shall be good and effectual both at law and in 
eqmty, according to the priority of time of registering 
such deed, according to the right, title, and interest of the 
person conveying such lanc;ls against every other deed, con­
veyance, or disposition of the same lands or any pa~rt 
thereof, and against all creditors by judgment of the same 
person so conveying such land. (S. 3 of 95 incorporated.) 
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(2) Every such deed that shall not be duly registered 
shall be adjudged fraudulent and void as to the lands 
affected by such deed against any subsequent purchaser or 
mortgagee without notice of the same lands or any part 
thereof, whose conveyance shall be first registered. (S. 4 of 
95 incorporated.) 

17. All settlements and articles for a settlement which 
may be made in consideration of any marriage, and which 
sliall be registered under this Ordinance, shall take effect 
according to the priority of time of registering the same, 
notwithstanding that such settlement or articles shall not 
have been registered before the celebration of such 
marriage. (S. 10 of 95 incorporated.) 

Production of Deeds in Evidence. 
18. Every deed or other document duly registered under 

this Ordinance, or a copy thereof certified under the hand 
of the Registrar-General or of his Chief Clerk, shall be 
admissible in evidence without any further proof of the 
execution or registration of the same. 

19. No power of attorney shall be admitted in evidence 
in any suit, action, or other proceeding unless the same 
shall be executed and registered in the manner directed by 
this Ordinance. 

SCHEDULE. 
FORM A. 

I (A.B.) of make oath and say (or do solemnly affirm and declare) 
that I was personally present on the day of 19 at (place) 
and did then and there see C.D. one of the parties (or C.D. and G.H. 
parties) to the within written Deed (or to the Deed now produced and shown to me and 
marked ) purporting to be a Deed Poll (or a Deed of parts) and made by (or 
between) (name the parties to the Deed) sign and deliver the same as and for his (her or _ 
their) Deed; and that the signature (or signatures ) thereto subscribed ig 
(or are) of the proper handwriting of the said C.D. (or C.D. and G.H.) and that the sig­
natures "A.B." and" I.J." to the said Deed subscribed as of the witnesses to the execu­
tion of the same by the said C. D. (or C.D. and G.H.) are of the proper handwriting of me 
this deponent (or declarant), and of the ~aid I.J. 

Sworn (or declared) at (in the Town of 
this day of 19 

Before me, 
E. F. 

Commissioner of Affidavits, 
(or as the case may be). 

Where the Deed is made an exhibit a Me11wrandum of identity must be endorsed upon 
m written at the foot or in the margin of such Deed, which Memorandum may be as follows:-

This is the Deed marked referred to in the Affidavit (or solemn declaration) 
of A.B. sworn (or declared) before me this day of 19 

E. F. 
Commissioner of Affidavits, 

(or as the case may be). 
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FORM B. 

I (A.B.), Registrar-General of the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago, do hereby 
certify that the within written (or am1exed) Deed dated the day of in the 
year of our Lord 19 and expressed to be made by (or between as the case may be) 
C.D. (01" C.D. of the one part, and G. H. of the other part) was delivered to me by 
of for registration on (day of the week) the day of in 
the year one thousand nine hundred and at o'clock in the noon; 
and that the said Deed is regi.stered under No. of the year one thousand nine 
hundred and and that the number of pages on which the said Deed is written is 

Dated at Port-of-Spain, this 
thousand nine hundred and 

day of 

(Signed) 

in the year one 

A.B., 
Registrar-General. 
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(Section 13.) 


