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PRIVATE HOSPHTALS ACT 

[1ST JANUARY 1965] 

... This Act may be. cited as the Private Hospitals Act. 

2. (1) In this Act-
".approved home" means any house in respect of which a· 

certificate has been issued under section 28(1) of the Mental 
Health Act; 

"Board" means the Private Hospitals Board established under 
section 3; 

"house" means a building or other structure, whether permanent 
or temporary, intended for human habitation; and, where 
two or more houses are situated on adjacent pieces of land 
and are occupied by the same person, they shall be deemed' 
to constitute a single house for the purposes of this Act; 

"Inspector" means an inspector appointed under section 17; 
"licence" means a licence issued under this Act to operate a 

private hospital; 
"maternity home" means any house used or intended to be used 

for the reception, treatment and confinement of pregnant 
women or for the care and treatment of women immediately 
after childbirth; 

"medical practitioner" means a member of the Medical Board of 
Trinidad and Tobago; . 

"midwife" means a person who is duly licensed as a midwife; 
"nurse". means a person whose name is on the Register of Nurses 

kept by the Nursing Council of Trinidad and Tobago; 
"nurse midwife" means a person who is a nurse and a midwife;. 
"patient" means a person admitted to a private hospital for the 

. purpose of treatment; . 
"private hospital" means a house w]ere persons suffering from' 

any sickness, injury or infirmity are given medical or surgical 
treatment or nursing care and includes an approved home, a 
matefP;ty hOIr"':, p ,;o~'raJ~'3c('~t r,m -or "l nursing home but 
does not include a hospital or other establishment or institu­
tion operated .... I r.. • ..Iin.~ir."",d by the Government or by a local 
au~hority; . 
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"superhtendent" means the person who has for the time 
the direct and actual superintendence and charge of a private 
hospital; 

"treatment" means the maintenance, observation, nursing ane" 
medical care and supervision of a patient. 

(2) Where under this Act or the Regulations any officer of a 
private hospital is required to be resident, it shaH not be necessary 
that the person actually reside within the hospital, provicled he is 
on eall and readily available. 

:5 

~0 (1) There shall be a Private Hospitals Board to assist and Al?vomtmentof 
. Privale 

advise the Minister on matters relating to the administration of Hospitals 
h· Board. t IS Act, and the Board shan have and exercise such powers, [28 of 1968 

duties and responsibilities as are delegated to it by the Minister. 31 of 1975J. 

(2) The Board shall consist of seven members appointed by 
the Minister as follows: 

(a) the Chief Medical Officer, who shall be Chairman; 
(b) one Principal Medical Officer; 
(c) two other officers from the Ministry of Health who 

are not medical practitioners, one of whom shall be 
skilled in nursing administration and the other in 
hospital administration; 

(d) three persons who are not in the public service or· 
actively engaged in the management of a private 
hospital and who shall be appointed for two years 
but shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

No member of the Board may have financial interest in a private 
.hospital. 

(3) If the Chairman is unable to perfonnthe functions of 
his office owing to his absence from Trinidad and Tobago or to 
inability for any reason, the Minister rimy appoint a melIlber 
to act as Chairman during the time the absence or inability 
continues. 

( 4) If a member of the Board is appointed to act as Chair­
man under subsection (3) and is unable to perform the functions of 
his office owing to absence from Trinidad and Tobago or to ina­
bility for any reason, the I.1inister may appoint some other person 
to act as a temporary member during the time the abseuce or 
inability continues in the same manner as that in which the 
appointment as a member is required by this Act to be made. 

L.R.O.1/1980 
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(5) The Chairman or other member presiding and three 
other members shall forIll: a quorum. 

(6) The powers of the Board shall be exercisable notwith­
standing any vacancy in its number or any defect with regard to 
the appointment of any of its members. 

(7) The Board shali meet at least quarterly, and, subject 
to this Act, shall regulate the procedure to be followed at its. 
meetings. 

4. (1) The Minister may, subject to this Act, grant a licence 
for the use of any house as a private hospital. . 

(2) No house shall be used by any person as a private hospi­
tal except under the authority ofa licence issued by the Minister 
under this Act. . 

(3) Where a house is used as a private hospital in contra­
vention of subsection (2), the occupier and all persons concerned 
in the management of the house or in the admission thereto or 
treatment of any patient therein shall be severally guilty of an 
offence. 

5. (1) No person shall use ·the term "hospital" in connection 
with the use of any house in which he has an interest as a place of 
care or treatment for sick persons unless the house is licensed as a 
private hospital under this Act. . 

(2) Every person who contravenes subsection (1) is guilty 
of an offence. 

~~~i~~oli~~:e:. 6. No licence shall be granted unless the house, its location 
with regard to neighbouring premises and its proposed facilities 
and equipment are approved by an Inspector as suitable for the 
purpose indicated in the application,"and the' Minister is satisfied 
as to the character and fitness of the applicant. 

Application for 7. (1) Written application for a licence to operate a private 
a licence. 
[31 of 1975]. hospital shall be made to the Minister and shall contain the par-
First Schedule .. ticulars specified in the First Schedule. Each application shall be 

Second 
Schedule. 

verified by the applicant under oath. 

(2) Every application shall be accompanied by the appro­
priate licence fee, as set out in the Second Schedule. The licence 
fee shall be returned if the application is rejected. 

(3) The Minister may by Order amend the First or Second 
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Schedule by adding to or deleting any of the particulars, including 
the classes of private hospitals or by varying the fees, specified 
therein. . 

8. (1) Every licence for a private hospital shall specify the ~~s;:of 
n'ature of the service that maybe provided and, without limiting' CospitalS. 

the generality of the foregoing, may be issued)n respect of-' [31 of 1975). 

(a) a medical or surgical hospital; . 
(b) a medical, surgical and maternity hospital; 
(eJ a maternity hospital; 
(d) a home for the care and acc'ommodation of conva­

lescent or chronically ill persons; 
(e) a hospital for the care of any specified class of 

patients suffering from any desigqated, or specified 
disease, disorder or illness. 

(2) Subsection (1) shall not prevent the carrying out at a 
private hospital in a case of emergency of such surgical treatment 
as may in the opinion of a medical practitioner be necessary; but 
if the treatment is not within the terms of the licence relating to 
the hospital, a report shall within forty-eight hours be made to the 
Board by the superintendent showing the nature of the treatment 
and the names of~hemedical practitioners who recommende4 
a~d performed the same. 

(3) Every licence' shall state the maximum number of 
patients who may be accommodated in the hospital at anyone 
. time and may be limiteq to any particular class or classes of 
patients. 

(4) Every licence shall remain in force until 31st 
December of the year in which it was issued, and may thereafter 
be renewed annually on payment of the appropriate licence fee as 
set out in the Second Schedule. ~~~~e. 

7 

9. (1) A licence may at any time be revoked by the Minister- N:.tioo of 
(a) if the licensee or superintendent has been convicted 

of an offence against this Act, or wilfully neglects or 
refuses t6 comply with any of the provisions thereof, 
or obstructs, impedes or hinders any person carrying 
out any duties or responsibilities thereunder; or 

(b) if in the opinion of the Minister the premises of the 
private hospital are unsanitary or without proper fire 
protection, or the private hospital is managed or 
conducted in a manner contrary to the Regulations 

LR.O.111980 · 
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or in such a manner that the revocation of the licence 
is required in the public interest. 

(2) Before a licence is revoked, the Minister shall give 
notice to the licensee or superintendent of the ground or grounds 
on which it IS proposed to revoke the licence and shall afford . 
him an opportunity of showing cause why the licence should not 
be revoked. 

10. (1) The Minister may refuse to renew the licence of any 
private hospital if it is operated in a manner that contravenes any 
provision of this Act or the Regulations. 

(2) Where the renewal of a licence is refused or where a 
licence has been revoked, the licence shall not be displayed in a 
manner that may induce a person to believe that it is still in force, 
and every person who so displays a licence is guilty of an offence. 

11. Where a licence has been issued to two or more persons 
. jointly and any of such persons dies leaving the other or others 

surviving during the currency of the licence, the licence shall 
remain in force and shall have the same effect as if it had been 

. issued to the survivor or survivors. 

12. On the application in writing signed by the licensee and by 
any person to whom he desires that his licence be transferred, the 
Minister may, if satisfied as to the character and fitness of such 
person, by endorsement on the licence or otherwise in writing, 
transfer the licence to that person, and thereupon that person. 
shall become the licensee of the private hospital with the same 
rights and obligations as if the licence had been issued to him in 
the first instance. 

13. Where the licensee or the sole surviving licensee of a pri­
vate hospital dies, the Minister may, after considering the rep­
resentations of the Administrator General or of the executors or 
administrators of the deceased licensee and of any other 
interested parties, transfer the licence to such person as he thinks 
proper; and pending the transfer of such a licence, the Minister 
may grant to such person as he thinks fit a temporary licence to 
operate the private hospital for such period not exceeding six 
months at a time and subject to such terms and conditions as he 
thinks fit. 

14. (1) Every private hospital shall have at all times a superin­
tendent who shall be resident at the hospital. 
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(2) A superintendent shall possess such qualifications as 
may be prescribed by the Regulations, and the licensee of a pri­
vate hospital may if so qualified, be the resident superintendent of 
the hospital. 

(3) No person other than a licensee of a private hospital 
shall be appointed as the superintendent of the hospital until his 
name and qualifications have been furnished to the Minister and 
the Minister has approved of the appointment. 

(4) During the temporary absence, illness or incapacity of 
the superintendent, the licensee may, without giving notice to the 
Minister, appoint as acting superintendent any other person 
qualified in accordance with this Act and the Regulations, and 
'every person so appointed shall, while he so acts, be considered 
for the purposes of this Act to be the superintendent, but he shall 
not so act, whether under the same or successive appointments, 
for a longer continuous period than four weeks. 

(5) Where at any time a private hospital is used as such 
while it has no duly qualified superintendent; the licensee is guilty 
of an offence. 

9 

15. (1) The licensee ~f every private. hosp~tal s~all keep or ~~f!~f:.~~d 
cause to be kept a regIster of the patients In whIch shall be particulars in 

t' d =~~m~ en ere - or death. 

(a) the name, age, sex and usual place of abode of each 
patient, and the date of his admission to the hospital; 

(b) each patient's diagnosis; 
(c) the name of the. medical practitioner attending each 

patient; 
(d) the date on which each patient leaves the hospital 

and, if transferred to another hospital, the name of 
the other hos~ital or, in the event of death of a 
patient in hospital, the date of his death; and 

(e) such otherp'articulars as may be prescribed by the 
Regulations. 

(2) The particulars required by subsection (1) shall be 
entered in the register as soon as practicable after the occurrence 
of the act or event to which the entry relates. 

(3) The superintendent shall within twenty-four hours of 
the death of any patient make a report of the death to the Minis­
ter giving the name of the patient, the cause of death, and the 
n ame of the attending medical practitioner. 

L.R.O. 111980 
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(4) The superintendent shall within twenty-four hours 
report to the Coroner any death occurring within six hours of 
admission or within twenty-four hours following surgery, delivery 
or anaesthesia. 

(5) Any ' person who knowingly makes a false entry in a 
register of patients is liable on summary conviction to a fine of 
one thousand five hundred dollars. 

(6) Any licensee who fails to make an entry in the register 
required by subsections (1) and (2) to be made therein or the 
report as required by subsection (3) or subsection (4) is guilty of 
an offence. 

16. (1) No structural alteration or addition to any private hos­
pital shall be made until a plan of the proposed alteration or 
addition has been submitted to. and approved by the Minister. 

(2) Where any alteration or addition is made in contraven­
tion of subsection (1), the licensee of the private hospital is guilty. 
of an offence. 

17. (1) The Minister may for the purposes of this Act and the 
Regulations appoint any medical practitioner not engaged in the 
management of, or having financial interest in, a private hospital 
to be an Inspector and shall furnish every Inspector with a 
certificate of appointment. 

(2) Inspectors shall be paid such remuneration or allow­
ances as the Minister may authorise. 

(3) Where an Inspector has reasonable grounds to believe 
or to suspect that any house is used as a private hospital without 
being licensed he may, upon presentation of his certificate of 
appointment, at any time and from time to time by himself, or 
with such assistance as he may require, enter and inspect such 
house and every part of such house; and every person who pre­
vents or obstructs, or attempts to prevent or obstruct any such 
entry or inspection is guilty of an offence. 

18. (1) For the purposes of this Act and the Regulations a 
private hospital, its registers and other records other than 
confidential case history notes shall at all times be open to inspec­
tion or examination by an Inspector, an inspection team or a 
Psychiatric Hospital Tribunal established under the Mental 
Health Act, as the case may be, in accordance with sections 19 
to 23. 
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(2) In this section and in sections 19, 21 and 22 "inspection 
team" means a team consisting of an Inspector and such other 
persons as the Minister may authorise to inspect private hospitals 
other than approved homes. 

11 

19. (1) Every private hospital, other than an approved home, !nspe;on by 

shall be inspected and any aspect of its administration, operation ~~. lon 

or management shall be· examined at least once a year by an [31 of 1975). 

inspection team. 

(2) In addition to the inspection and examination referred 
to in subsection (1) an inspection team shall inspect a private 
hospital when so directed by the Minister. 

20. An Inspector may inspect a private hospital other than an ~~~~~~~ by 

approved home at any time at his own instance or when so [31 of 1975J. 

directed by the Minister. 

21. (1) An Inspector engaged in any inspection or examination !nspertct~r to 

under this Act, whether or not as a member of an inspection team, Mkste~ 
. shall subject to subsection (2) forward a report to the Minister [31 of 1975]. 

within fourteen days of the completion of the inspection or 
examination. 

(2) The report of an inspection conducted at the instance of 
the Minister shall be forwarded to the Minister within twenty­
four hours of the completion of the inspection. 

22. Approved homes shall be inspected by a Psychiatric Hospi­
tal Tribunal established under the Mental Health Act and that 
Tribunal shall exercise and have the same powers and duties to 
inspect, examine and report as inspecting teams and inspectors 
exercise and have under this Act and the Regulations made 
thereunder. 

Inspection of 
approved 
homes. 
[31 of 1975]. 

23. Any person who obstructs or . prevents or attempts t6 ob- Offence to 
obstruct, etc., 

struct or prevent any inspection of a private hospital is guilty of an inspection. 
offence. [31 of 1975]. 

24. (1) A private hospital shall not be operated otherwise than 
in accordance with the terms of the licence issued in respect of it. 

(2) Where a private hospital is used in any manner contrary 
to subsection (1), the licensee and the superintendent shall be 
severally guilty of an offence . 

Hospital 
restricted to 
terms of licence. 
[31 of 1975]. 

L.R.O. 1I1980 
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25. Where a person committing an offence against this Act is a 
body corporate, the Chairman, President, the officers and every 
director thereof concerned in the management of the body corpo­
rate, shall be guilty of the same offence unless he proves that the 
act constituting the offence took place without his knowledge or 
that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of 
the offence. 

26 ~') In a prosecution for an offence under this Act, the bur­
den of proving that a person found in a house and there receiving 
medical treatment is not a patient within the meaning of this Act 
shall be upon the person charged. 

(2) In a prosecution for an offence under this Act, the bur­
den of proving that a licence is in force, and its terms, and that a 
person apparently having the charge, control or management of a 
private hospital is not the superintendent thereof within the 
meaning of this Act shall be upon the person charged. 

27. (1) The Minister may make such Regulations with respect 
to private hospitals either generally or as regards any particular 
class of private hospital as may be considered necessary to give 
effect to and to carry out the purposes and provisions of this Act, 
and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, may provide 
for-

(a) the construction, establishment, licensing, alteration, 
safety, equipment, maintenance and repair of pri­
vate hospitals; 

(b) the classification, grades and standards of private 
hospitals; 

(c) the inspection, control, government, management, 
conduct, operation and use of private hospitals; 

(d) the qualifications of superintendents, staff, officers, 
servants and employees of private hospitals and the 
powers and duties thereof; 

(e) prescribing the powers and duties of Inspectors; 
(f) prescribing or restricting the type and amount of 

surgery, gynaecology or obstetrics that may be per­
formed in any class of private hospital and the 
facilities and. equipment that shall be provided for 
such purposes; 

(g) the admission and care of patients and for the con­
trol of the admission of any class of patient; 
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(h) the records, books, reports and returns to be made 
and kept in respect of private hospitals; 

(i) the reports and returns to be submitted to the Minis­
ter by private hospitals; 

(j) prescribing anything authorised or required to be 
prescribed by this Act. 

(2) Regulations made under this section may prescribe in 
respect of any: contravention thereof a penalty not exceeding a 
fine of one thousand dollars or imprisonment for three months on 
summary conviction. 

13 

28. Where except in the case of emergency not exceeding Restrictions on , . . , number of 
seven days or such further time as may be authorised by the patients. 

Minister, a private hospital is used at any time for the treatment 
of a greater number of patients than is permitted by the licence, 
or where a patient of a class not permitted by the licence is 
admitted, the licensee and the superintendent shall be severally 
guilty of an offence. 

29. Any per~OI~ guil~y of an offence under this Act is liable on r;r~~i~~75]. 
summary conVIctIOn elther-

(a) to a fine of ten thousand dollars; or 
(b) in the case of a continuing offence, to a fine of two 

hundred dollars for every day during which the 
offence continues; or 

(c) to imprisonment for a term of twelve months. 

30. The superintendent of a private hospital shall be deemed to ;:bc:g~~:::t~t 
be the occupier of the house for the purpose of giving notice or occul?ier for 

information under the Births and Deaths RegistrationAct of the ~~s. 
death of any person or of the birth of any child in the private Ch.44:01. 

hospital. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

1. The full name, place of abode, qualifications and occupa­
tion of the applicant. 

2. A statement of the estate or interest of the applicant in the 
house in respect of which the licence i~ desired. 

Section 7. 
[31 of 1975]. 

L .R.O. 111980 
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3. A statement of the number of patients proposed to be 
admitted to the house and to each room or apartment of the 
house. . 

4. A description of the situation of the house. 

S. A sketch plan of the house showing the location and the 
intended use of each room. ' 

6. A statement of the sanitary arrangements, ventilation and 
water supply of the house. 

7. A full description of the fire escapes of the house and the 
facilities provided for use in case of fire. 

8. A statement as to the classes of patients proposed to be 
admitted. . 

9. H it is proposed to offer services in surgery, gynaecology or 
obstetrics, a statement as to the type of surgery, gynaecology or 
obstetrics to be performed and as to the facilities and equipment 
which are to be provided in the house for these purposes includ-
ing facilities for anaesthesia. . 

10. The number of staff and the qualificatiOli of each member 
of the staff of the proposed hospitaL 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

LICENCE FEES FOR PRIVATE HOSPITALS 
Number Medical Medical, Maternity Hospital Hospital for 
of beds or Surgical Hospital for the any designated 

Surgical and Convalescent or specified 
'Hospital Maternity or disease, 

Hospital Chronically disorder 
ill or illness 

$ $ $ $ $ 
Less than 

30 150 150 100 75 75 

30 but less 
'than 60 225 225 150 100 100 

60 and 
over 300 300 225 150 150 
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BSID YLE 

REGULATIONS 
PART I 

STAFF 
1. Citation. 
2. Qualification of Superintendent. 
3. Staff to .be competent. 

PART II 

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

4. Admission of dangerous patients. 
5. Restraint of patients. 
6. Emergency supplies. 
7. Orders for treatmenL 
8. Case records. 
9. Annual statistical reports. 

PARTHr 

SURGICAL OPERATIONS 

10. Written consent for operation. 
1 L Patient's history to be recorded. 
12. Description of operation part of patient's record. 
13. Operations Register. 
14. Record of anaesthetic. 
15. Inspector may prohibit surgical procedures. 
16. I linister to direct inspection team to inspect, where Inspector 

prohibits surgical procedures. 
17. Minister may direct tissues to be sent to laboratory for exa:cnina~ 

tion and pathological report. 

15 
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REGULATION 
PART IV 

ACCOMMODATION 

18. Accommodation. 
19. Water supply. 
20. Toilet facilities. 
21. Plumbing. 
22. Premises of private hospital. 
23. Surgical. 
24. Maternity hospital accommodation. 
25. Requirement of Chief Fire Officer to be complied with. 
26. Private hospital not to exceed its licence. 
27. Superintendent to submit publication etc. for Minister's 

approval. 
28. Penalty. 

SCHEDULE, 

PRL .rATE HC __ _ TAL~ .-...;,;GUL ___ DNS 

made under section 21 

L These Regulations may be cited as the ?rivate Hospitals 
Regulations. 

PART I 

STAFF 

(1) A Superintendent shall possess such professional and 
other qualifications as in the opinion of the Minister are necessary 
for the efficient operation of a private hospital, and without limit­
ing the generality of the foregoing he shall-

(a) in the case of a private hospital licensed as a medical 
or surgical hospital or as a medical, surgical and 
maternity hospital, be a medical practitioner, 
nurse-midwife or qualified hospital administrator; 

(b) in the case of a maternity hospital, be a medical 
practitioner, nurse-midwife, midwife or qualified 
hospital administrator; 
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(c) in the case of a home forthe care and accommoda­
tion of convalescent or chronically ill persons, be a 
medical practitioner, nurse or qualified hospital 
administrator; 

(d) in the case of a hospital for the care of any specified 
disease, disorder or illness, be a medical practitioner 
or nurse with special qualifications or experience 
approved by the Minister, or a qualified hospital 
administrator . 

(2) Where a Superintendent is not a medical practitioner, 
the Minister shall require that every medical or surgical case be 
under the care of a medical practitioner and that for every mater­
. nity case there shall be a medical practitioner on .call and readily 
available in case of emergency. 

3. The. medical and nursing staff of a private hospital shall be 
such as are, in the opinion of the Minister, competent to give 
adequate care to the number and class of patients for which the 
hospital is licensed. A hospital licensed as a medical or surgical 
hospital, a medical surgical and maternity hospital or a maternity 
hospital shall have on duty at all times a minimum of four mem­
bers of nursing staff, at least one of whom shall be a nurse, to 
every twenty patients. 

PART II 

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

17 
[Subsidiary] 

Staff to be 
competent. 

4 . A person who is likely to constitute a danger to other Admission of dangerous 
patients whether by reason of contagious disease or any other patients. 

cause shall not be admitted as a patient in a private hospital 
unless the Superintendent ensures that adequate precautions are 
taken for the protection of the other patients. 

5. A patient may be physically restrained in a private hospital 
only where he is a danger to himself or others. 

Restraint of 
patients. 

6. Every private hospital shall maintain an adequate supply of ~~;fi~~~CY 
drugs and equipment to deal with emergencies which may occur' 
in rendering the service for which the hospital is licensed. 

7. Every order for treatment shall be in writing, either on a 
. treatment sheet or in the order book provided for the purpose 

Orders for 
treatment . 

L.R.O.1I1980 
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and shall 'be' signed by a registered medical practitioner. How­
ever, in an emergency, treatment may be ordered by a registered 
medical practitioner by telephone, but the order shall be 
confirmed in writi~g in the order book within twenty-four hours. 

8. (1) A complete medical history of every patient, including 
a report of physical examination and provisiopal diagnosis, shall 
be recorded within thirty-six hours of the patient's admission to 
hospital. 

(2) The medical practitioner attending a patient shall be ' 
responsible for the preparation of that patient's complete medical 
record indicating identification, complaint, present history, family 
history, physical examination, special reports, including reports of 
consultations, laboratory tests and X-ray examinations, provi­
sional diagnosis, medical or surgical treatment, pathological 
findings, progress notes, reports of operations and anaesthesia, 
final diagnosis, condition on discharge and follow-up records. 

(3) The Superintendent shall retain and preserve in a place 
of safe-keeping and in accordance with the policy of the Ministry 
of Health all case records relating to every patient of the hospital 
and a summary record of each case shall be made on the appro­
priate admission and discharge record form, that is to 
say-General Admission and Discharge Record, Obstetrical 
Admission and Discharge Record, Newborn Infant and Stillbirth 
Record and Admission and Discharge Record. 

Admission and Discharge record forms may be purchased from 
the Government Printer. 

9. Not later than 31st March in each year, every Superinten­
dent shall submit to the Minister a statistical report in respect of 
the functioning of his hospital in the year immediately preceding. 
The report shall indicate the numbers of admissions, surgical 
operations, discharges, births and deaths, as well as diagnoses as 
entered on the summary record forms. 

PART III 

SURGICAL OPERATIONS 

10. (1) Subject to subregulation (2) , no surgical operation shall 
be performed on any patient in a private hospital without the 
written consent of that patient. In the case of a patient who is a 
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minor the written consent of his parent or guardian is required. 
Consents shall be in the form set out in the Schedule. Schedule. 

(2) Where a patient is unable to give consent and where, in 
.the opinion of the surgeon, delay would endanger the patient's 
life, the requirement of consent may be dispensed with. 

11. (1) Before a patient is submitted to any anaesthetic or roa~:n::~~~2'" 
undergoes any surgical operation, his history, physical examina-
tion and written pre-operative diagnosis shall be recorded by the 
operating surgeon or any registered medical practitioner so 
authorised by the surgeon. 

(2) Where in the opinion of the operating surgeon, com­
pliance with subregulation (1) would result in delay detrimental 
to the patient, he shall so state in writing and shall record only the 
pre-operative diagnosis, 

12: Every op.erati~n pe:f?rmed in a privat~ hospital shall b.e. ~;:~~f~~o~~ 
conclsely descnbed III wntmg by the operatmg surgeon or hIS of patient's 

assistant and the written description shall form part of the record. 

patient's record. 

13 .. There shall be kept in every private hospital an Operations ~pe.ration& 
Register showing the name of the patient, the date and nature of egIsttlr. 

the operation, the name of the surgeon, the name of the anaes-
thetist, the anaesthetic given and the time the operation began 
and was completed. 

14. The anaesthetist shall be a registered medical practitioner . Record of 

d h 11 f . h d h . h f h" anaesthetic. an s a umlS a recor s owmg t e type 0 anaest et1c gIVen, 
amount used, length of anaesthesia and the condition of the 
patient following the operation. 

15. Where from an inspection of a private hospital, an Inspec- Insp~ctor m~y 
tor is of the opinion that, that hospital has an insufficient number ~~~~~~~:~:'glcal 
of qualified staff or that its supply of sterile equipment is inade-
quate or that it lacks facilities for sterilising instruments or opera-
tive equipment he shall, notwithstanding the terms of the licence 
of that hospital, prohibit that hospital forthwith from undertaking 
any surgical procedure for a period not exceeding five days. 

16. An Inspector who prohibits surgical procedures at a private ~inister to 

'hospital shall immediately notify the Minister of the fact and the ~~~ction team 

Minister shall thereupon direct an inspection by an inspection ~h~r~~~~ector 
team. Within twenty-four hours of their inspection the inspection pro~bits • 

h 11 h h M' . . h d' surgical team s a report t ereon to t e mIster, WIt recommen atlOns. procedures. 

L,R.O, JI198() 
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" ) The Minister may direct that any tissues or section 
removed at an operation shall be forwarded to a laboratory for 
examination and report. 

(2) Upon a direction of the Minister referred to in subregu­
lation (1), the tissues or section shall be set aside and preserved 
and labelled by the operating surgeon and shaH be forwarded by 
the Superintendent, together with a short history of the case and a 
statement of the findings at the operation, to a laboratory 
approved by the Minister. 

(3) The pathological report received from the laboratory 
shall become part of the patient's case record. 

PART IV 

ACCOMMODATION 

Accommodation 18. No person shall operate or cause to be operated any private 
hospital unless-

(a) every room used for the accommodation of patients 
has direct natural light by means of a window or 
windows of an '\rea equal to or not less 20 
per cent of the floor area of the room; 

(b) every room in which not· :lore than one patient is to 
be accommodated is not less than eighty square feet 
with a minimum ceiling height of eight feet six 
inches; 

(c) in every room that is to be occupied by more than 
one patient the space per bed shall be not less than 
eighty square feet; each bassinet shall occupy a space 

. not less than twenty-four square feet; the space for 
a bassinet in an isolation area shall be a minimum of 
thirty square feet; 

(d) all bedroom windows are equipped with blinds or 
curtains maintained in a condition to ensure privacy; 

(e) each patient is provided with clean towels daily; 
(f) each bed is provided· with pillows and clean pillow 

slips, sheets, blankets and bed covers; 
(g) freshly laundered bed linen is provided for each 

incoming patient; 
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(h) all bedspreads, springs, mattresses, pillows, sheets, 
pillow slips and bedcovers are maintained in good 
repair and in a clean and insect free condition. 

19. (1) The water supply of each private hospital shall be of Water supply. 

sanitary quality and under sufficient pressure to serve all parts of 
the hospital. 

(2) There shall be a continuous supply of hot and cold. 
water and an adequate supply of potable water. Wherever neces­
sary, reserve tanks of water shall be installed. 

20. (1) In every private hospital there shall be not less than one Toilet facilities. 

water closet and one wash basin for every four patients. 

(2) Where male and female patients are accommodated on 
the same floor of the hospital, there shall be separate water 
closets and wash basins for both sexes. Where possible, toilet . 
facilities for male patients shall be at one end of the floor and for 
female patients at the other end. 

(3) Where bath or showers are not provided in every room, 
there shall' be at least one bath or one shower on each floor. 

(4) Adequate supplies of soap and individual towels shall 
be provided. In addition each water closet shall be supplied with 
an adequate supply of toilet paper. 

21. All plumbing fixtures shall be kept in good repair and the Plumbing. 

rooms and conveniences maintained in a clean and sanitary 
condition. 

22. (1) Every private hospital shall be equipped with- ~~~:~e~~~ita1. 
(a) adequate lighting at all times in all halls, stairways, 

passages and closet compartments; and 
(b) a system of standby lighting for use in the operating 

suites and delivery rooms. 

(2) All floors, walls and ceiling surfaces of a private hospital 
shall at all times be kept in a state of good repair and in a clean 
condition and cellars and basements shall be clear of waste and 
combustible materials. 

(3) The premises of a private hospital shall be kept free of 
rodents, lice, bedbugs, cockroaches, flies and other pests and 
every yard, area, forecourt or other open space with its curtilage 
shall at all times be kept in a thoroughly clean and sanitary 
condition. 

L.R.O. 111980 
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(4) All refuse and garbage shall be placed in suitably 
covered bins. 

23. A private hospital licensed as a surgical hospital shall have 
and maintain at all times-

(a) an operating suite suitably equipped to carryon the 
work of the hospital; and 

(b) an incinerator for the disposal of soiled dressings, 
and parts of the body removed in the course of an 
operation. 

~t~~~ty 24. A private hospital licensed as a maternity hospital shall 
acJmmodation. have and maintain at all times-

(a) a delivery room; 
(b) a nursery suitable for the care of new born infants 

(including premature infants), equipped with suit­
able refrigeration and bottle sterilisation facilities; 

(c) suitable accommodation for the isolation of patients 
having puerperal infection; 

(d) an adequate supply of oxygen and suction apparatus. 

~~9.~~ment of 25. Every Superintendent shall ensure that the requirements of 
. Of~~~~;\e . the Chief Fire Officer, regarding means of escape, fire-fighting 

complied WIth. equipment and facilities to be used in the case of fire; are com­
plied with. 

Private hospital 
not to exceed its 
licence. 

Superintendent 
to submit 
publication etc., 
for Minister s 
approval. 

Penalty. 

26. No private hospital shall engage in, or permit its name to be 
used in or in connection with, any undertaking, occupation, 
scheme or business other than that for which it is licensed. 

27. A Superintendent shall submit t6 the Minister for approval 
any pUblication, writing, advertising or other material to be used 
by his hospital including any letterheads or cards, intended or 
likely to attract the attention of the public. Where the Minister 
withholds his approval to any such material being issued, such 
material shall not be used. 

28. Any person who contravenes any provision of these Regu­
lations is liable on summary conviction to a fine of five hundred 
dollars or to imprisonment for three months. 
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FORM OF CONSENT FOR EXAMINATION AND TREATMENT 

Private Hospital ........................................•. 

~ ~..me ..... Patient ......................................... , 

i. ........................... hereby consent to and authorise 
.......................... to perform such examinations apd 

(Name of Medical Practitioner) 
treatments (including operation and anaesthetic) as in their opin~ 
ion may be advisable. 

Nature of examination or treatment ....................... . 

I hereby acknowledge that the nature of the proposed examina­
tion and treatments (including operation and anaesthetic) has­
been explained to me, and I acknowledge that no guarantee or 
assurance has been made as to the results that may be obtained. 

Patient 

-Vitness not related to Patient 

Date ............ , ........ , ....... . 
(' II patient who is a minor or unable to sign for medical reason, 
this consent should be signed by the guardian or the nearest 
relative of full age.) . 

Responsible person 

Relation to patient 

Witness not related to Patient 

Date ............................. . 
(In the case where the patient dr responsible person does not 

[5 bsid ] 

R~!lulatioll 
lOll). 

L.R.O.1I1980 
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understand English the foregoing consent . s bee carefully 
'interpreted to himlher.) 

~I>""O",,"G ••• "" •• OOQ""~ ••• ~ •• ·" 

. fJ.:iUll'SS nc" relaU:u 10 p-4:t;nt 

l,.~i,. prete" 

Date ............................. . 


