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CHAPTER 29. No.2 .. ~/+ 1· . 
MARrnAG~ ~ <1/ jfY' 

Ordinances ~lS ORDINAlSCE RELATING TO THE SOJ.JEMNIZATION AND 
REGISTRATION. OF MARRIAGES. 

Cap. 177-
1925. 

No. 9-1932, 
s.5. 

~W/¥;;fl.y [1st Jamuwry, 1924.] 

Short titler l..This Ordinance may be cited as the Marriage Ordinance. 

Registrar of 
Marriages. 

Administration. 

2. The Registrar General shall be the Registrar of M"uria.ges 
under this Ordinance, and shall keep at his ,office in Port~of-Spain 
a general register of marriages in the Colony. 

District 3. The Registrar ·of Marriages shall be, in right of his offiee, 
Regi.strar, 
Port.of-Spain. District Registrar of Marriages within the City of Port-of-Spain. 

District 
Registrars, 
San Fernando 
and Al'ima. 

·Wardens to 
be District 
Registrars. 

4. It shall.be lawful for the Governor to appoint such persons 
as he shall see fit to be District Registrars of Marriages for the 
Boroughs of San Fernando and Arima, and every person so 
appointed shall hold office during the Governor's pleasure. 

5. The Warden of each County shall be, in right of his. offic.e1 

District Registrar of Marriages within the Wards compns.ed lll ... ' 
such County, and such Wards shall be deemed the dIStnct. of 
such District Registrar: Provided that all powers and dutIeS 
conferred and imposed on aW arden as District Registrar of 
Marriages under this Ordinance may be exercised and performed 
by an Assistant Warden. 
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Marriage Officers. 

6. (1) It shall be law1ul for~he -()~, b~ writing under .Marriage 
. d ttl' t h n . l' Officers. 

IllS han, ? ~ran .l~ences ___ - suc p,so~~~. emg . m1ll1S~erS jJ / 
of any ChnstI~n re]J.gIDI(~S .~V m~f-An0hlS'. IS9.retJ9~Jhlllk !"'fiCf.I£c" fY 
fit, to be M~rr~age/UffiCf~rt14't~may, .m 4J.'iAfiscretion, and / ry 
vyitho~g any reasof for so domg, cancel any such f.e---e· 2- J_, 

h~ce. 'i/W'f! 
(2) A licence under this section shall be in the form given 

in Schedule A hereto. Schedule A. 

(3) Notice of the granting or cancellation of any such 
licence shall be published in the Royal Gazette. Every such 
notice shall take effect from the date of pUblication. 

7. Any minister of religion who desires to be licensed as a App~icatioll 
Marriage Officer shall n1.ake application to the Colonial !o~:~~~~;eas 
Secretary. Such application shall state the dwelling-place of Officer. 

the applicant and the name of the religious denomination to 
which he belongs, and shall be accompanied by a certificate 
from the local head of such religious denomination to the 
effect that the applicant is a fit and proper person to be licensed 

. as a Marriage Officer. . 

8. It shall be lawful for any Marriage OfficeT, subject to 
the approval in writing of the local head of his religious denomi­
nation, to resign his appointment as such. Any such resignation 
shall be notified in the Royal Gazette, and shall take effect from 
the date of publication. 

. 9. It shall be lawful for any Maniage Officer to act as such 
111 any part of the Colony. 

10. Every District H,egistrar shall keep affixed in a conspic­
~ous place in his office a list of all licensed Marriage OfflCers, 
III which list shall be stated the dvv'elling-place of each Marria;ge 
Officer, and the name or other description of the place or places 
of public worship (if any) at which he acts as a minister of 
religion. 

Resignation 
of Marriage 
Officer. 

Marriage 
Officer may 
act ill any 
part of the 
Colony. 

District 
Registrars to 
keep lists 
of Marriage 
Officers. 
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Alternative 
procedure 
which may be 
followed as a 
preliminary 
to solemniza­
tion of 
marriage. 

Notice to 
District 
Registrar. 

Schedule B. 
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Prelirninwries to solemnization of maTriage. 

11. Marriage may be solemnized-
(a) under the authority of a District Registrar's certificate 

or Distriet Registrars' certificates ;01' 

(b) under the authority of a Marria,ge Officer's certificate 
or Marriage Officers' certificates; or 

(c) under the authority of a licence from the Governor; 
or 

(d) under the provisions of section 41. 

12. (1) In e very case of marriage intended to be solemnized 
under the authority of a District Registrar's certificate or 
District Registrars' certificates, each of the parties shall give 
notice of the intended marriage, in the form given in Schedule B 
hereto (making the declaration therein contained), to the District 
Registrar of the district within which he or she has respectively 
resided for not less than seven days next preceding the date of 
such notice: Provided that when each of the parties to the 
intended marriage shall have resided for the required period in 
the same district, a single notice shall be sufficient. 

(2) On the receipt of a notice of an intended marriage, 
such District Registrar shall forthwith enter the particulars 
set forth in such notice and also the date of the receipt of such 
notice, in a book to be called the " Marriage Notice Book," 
and shall suspend a copy of such notice in a conspicuous place 
in his office for a period of not less than seven days from the 
time of the receipt thereof. 

(3) For every entry made in the Marriage Notice Book 
the District Registrar shall be entitled to a fee of twenty-four 
cents, and such Marriage Notice Book shall be. open at all 
reasonable times, without fee, to all persons desirous ofinspecting 
the same. 

Dist!:ict 13. (1) Every District Registrar, not being the Registrar of 
Recrlstrars to M' h 11 f 1 . h . hR' f M . send copies of arnages, s a ort lWlt transmIt to t e eglStrar 0 arrlages 
cntr~es to a copy of every such entry which shall have been made by hm1 
RegIstrar. as in the last preceding section provided, and such Registrar 

of Marriages shall, on the receipt of such entry, file and preserve 
the same alllOng the records of his office. 
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(2) Every District Registrar who, without reasonable 
cause or excuse, shall fail to transmit to the Registrar of 
Marriages a copy of any entry in accordance with the provisions 
of this section shall be liable, on summary conviction, for every 
such offence, to a fine of twenty-four dollars. 

14. At any time not more than six months nor less than seven 
days after the entry of notice, the District Registrar, upon 
being requested so to do by or on behalf of the party by whom 
such notice was given, and in case no lavvful impediment shall 
have been shown to the satisfaction of such District Registrar 
. why such certificate should not issue, awl in case no Ca1)eat 
shall have been entered against the issue of such certificate in 
the manner hereinafter mentioned, shall issue under his hand 
a certificate according to the form given in Schedule C hereto, 
and every such certificate shall state the particulars set forth 
in the notice, and the date on which the notice was entered, 
and that no caveat has been entered against the issue of such 
certificate, and that the full period of seven days has elapsed 
since the entry of such notice; and for every such certificate 
the District Registrar shall be entitled to a fee of twenty-fouT 
cents. 
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Issue of 
District 
Registrar's 
certificate. 

Schedule C. 

15. (I) In ev~ry case of ~arriage intended to be solemnized Noti~'e to 

under the authority of a Marriage Officer's certificate or Marriage ~:~~~~e 
Officers' certificates, each of the parties shall give notice of the 
intended marriage, in the form given in Schedule D hereto Schedule D. 

(making the declaration therein contained), to the Marriage 
Officer _ of the congregation to which he or she respectively 
belongs or is considered to be attached, or if not belonging 
or not considered to be attached to any congregation then to 
any Marriage Officer in the district in which he or she has 
respectively resided for not less than seven days next preceding 
the date of such notice: Provided that when each of the parties 
to the intended marriage belongs to the same congregation a 
single notice shall be sufficient. 

(2) On receipt of a notice of an intended marriage, 
such Marriage Officer shall forthwith enter the particulars 
set forth in such notice, and also the date of the receipt of 
such notice, ina book to be kept by him' and to be called the 
"Marriage Banns Book," and shall suspend a copy of such 
notice fOT a period extending over two Sundays from the date 
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Schedule E. 

Marriage 
Officer to 
send copics 
of entries to 
Registrar. 

Issue of 
Marriage 
Offioer's 
certifioate. 

Schedule F. 
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of the receipt thereof on a notice board to be kept affixed on 
the outside of the principal door of the place of worship at which 
he acts as minister of religion. 

(3) Such Marriage Officer shall also, by himself or by 
some other person by him duly authorised, publish the bam{s 
of marriage between the parties named in such notice in the 
place of 12ubl~c worship at whic~ he acts ~s minister of religion. 
The publIcatIOn shall be made 111 an audlble manner sometime 
during divine service on a Sunday, and shall be in the wordR 
as nearly as may be given in Schedule E hereto, and shall be 
made for two Sundays, during morning or evening service. 

16. (1) Every Marriage Officer shall forthwith transmit to 
the Registrar of Marriages a copy of every entry which shall 
have been made by him as in the last preceding section provided, 
and such Registrar of Marriages shall, on the receipt of such 
entry, file and preserve the same among the records of his 
office. 

(2) Every Marriage Officer who, without reasonable cause 
or excuse, shall fail to transmit to the Registrar of Muniages 
a copy of any entry in accordance with the provisions of this 
section shall be liable, on summary"conviction, for every such 
offence, to a nne of twenty-four dollars. 

17. At any time after publication of banns is complete and 
before the expiration of six months' from the entry of notice, 
the' Marriage Officer, upon being requested so to do by or on 
behalf of the party by whom such notice was given, and in case 
no lawful impediment shall have been shown to the satisfaction 
of such Marriage Officer why such certificate should not issue, 
and in case no caveat shall have been entered against the issue 
of such certificate in the manner hereinafter mentioned, shall 
issue under his hand a certificate according to the form given 
in Schedule F hereto,and every such certificate shall state the 
particulars set forth in the notice, and the date on which .the 
notice was entered, and that no caveat has been entered agamst 
the issue of such certificate, and that the banns have been 
published in the manner required by this Ordinance; and for 
every such certificate such Marriage Officer shall be entitled to 
a fee of twenty-four cents. 
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18. In the case of persons residing in the Oolony intending 
that a marriage shall be solemnized between them, it shall be 
lawful for the Governor, if he shall think fit, to dispense with 
the giving of notice, and with the issue of the certificate of a 
District Registrar or a Marriage Officer, and to grant his licence, 
which shall be in the form given in Schedule G hereto or to 
the like effect, authorising the solemnization of marriage 
between the parties named in such licence: Provided that 
before any such licence shall be issued, one of the parties to 
the intended marriage shall appear personally before the 
Registrar of Marriages, and shall make affidavit or solemn 
declaration that there is not any impediment of consanguinity 
or affinity or other lawful hindrance to the said marriage, and 
either that the consent of the person or persons whose consent 

·to.such marriage is required by law has been obtained, or that 
no such consent is required, or that such marriage has been 
authorised by the Ohief Justice as hereinafter provided; and 
for every such licence the party requiring it shall pay the sum 
of $14.40 to the Registrar of Marriages. 

Every such affidavit or declaration shall be preserved by the 
Registrar of Marriages among the records of his office. 
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,P.rQ(;ecillr(' by 
licence from' 
thf'GoITPl'nol'. 

Schedule G. 

19. Notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance contained~-immce--­
in any case in which one of the parties to an int.erruecrrr;rriage ;~~~~ ~~le 
is not resident in the Oolony,'.it~halLb, e..l.aw.£u:l::fur-Ae-Efuvernor, ma~riage.not 
ft t · d . h b~ " t 'f. h D' . resIdent m a er no Ice un er sectlOn 12,as-'een gIven q It e lStnct the Colony. 

~egistrar of t~e distric~ Juth:i:-rt which o:~:A(b~gltparties to the 
mtended marnage (3hall have dweltJQr 110t'less than seven clear 
days. then/ l18xt-.-preceding,\ rn~ii !sKb]~~t to the rest!ictions 
heremafter mentIOned, at mIRY, tIme by hcence under hIS hand 

. ',. )1..'-',11' . I t~honse the DU'ltnct ReglStr~T to Issue a'l certl:fica~~1fnder 
sectIOn 14. j JIJi "il fJ/cA/\ \JJv1\ 

) / ' 0' ( ,(t-A \-
,-,' , 

20. (1) Any person desiring to obtain a~Jicence under the App~ioation 
last preceding section shall appl~to--tEe Colonial Secretary :~l:,~enoe 
therefor at least two clear d~ys~before the licence is required, seotion 19. 

and at the time of such JLpplication shall pay the sum of $14.40 
to the Colonial S~eretary, or such other officer as shall be 
appointed to receive the same. The application shall state-

/ 
~},ct11e christian or other names and surnames of the 

parties, their respective rank, profession, or occupa~bion; 
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(b) whether the parties Oll~ither of them have o~-: 
been previously married; i 

(0) that no impediment of kindred or alliance or other 
lawful cause to prevent ;the proposed marriage is kno''lll 
to the applicant; / . 

(d) that one of the! said parties has, for the space of 
seven clear days imhediately preceding the date of the 
notice referred to in the last preceding section, had his or 
her usual place of abode within the Colony; 

(e) where eithe/of the parties, not being a widower or 
widow, is undel the age of twenty-one years, that the 
consent of the IFerson or persons whose consent to such 
marriage is Iiequired under this Ordinance has been 
obtained. / 

(2) The a~licatiol1 shall be signed by one of the parties 
to the intended ¥larriage and shall be accompanied by a statutory 
declaration to Me made before the Registrar of Marriages in the 
form given in Schedule H hereto. 

Facilities for 21. (1) Where a marriage is intended to be solemnized or 
marriages 
between contracted in the Oolony between a British subject resident 
British in the Oolony and a British subject resident in the United . 
subjects 
resident in Kingdom, a certificate for marriage lawfully issued in any part 
~ ~nited of the United Kingdom, as the case may be, shall have the same 
Britrs:m and effect as a certificate issued by a District Registrar or a Marriage 
subjects Officer in the Oolony. 
resident in . 
the Colony. 

(2) Where a marriage is intended to be solemnized or 
contracted in the United Kingdom between a British subject 
resident in the Oolony and a British subject resident in the 
United Kingdom, a certificate may be issued in the Colony 
by a District Registrar or a Marriage Officer in the like manner 
as if the marriage was to be solemnized or contracted under 
circumstances requiring the issue of such certificate, and· as 
if both such British subjects were resident in the Colony. 

(3) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section, 
the expression "certificate for marriage lawfully issued" 
means-

(a) in the case of England, a certificate for marriage 
.. issued by a superintendent registrar; 
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(b) in the case of Scotland, a certificate for marriage 
issued by a registrar or a certificate of proclamation of 
banns; 

(0) in the case of Northern Ireland, a certificate for 
marriage issued by a registrar. 

Oonsent to marriage. 
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22. The father, if living, of any party to an intended marriage Cons~nt to 

under twenty-one years of age (such party not being a widower ~~~~e of 

or widow), or if the father shall be dead then the guardian or 
guardians of the person of the party so under age lawfully 
appointed, or one of them, and in case there shall be no such 
guardian then the mother of such party if unmarried, and if 
there be no mother unmarried then the guardian or guardians of 
the person appointed by the Supreme Oourt, if any, or one of 
them, shall have authority to give consent to the marriage 
of such party, and such consent is hereby required for the 
marriage of such party so under age, unless there shall be no 
person authorised to give such consent. 

23. In case any person whose consent is required by law PCho:vefrJof. 
t . b' h.c h f 'th f h t' Ie ustlCe o any marrIage, not emg t e .tat er 0 el er 0 t e par les to authorise 

to. the marriage, is absent from the Oolony, or is unable or marriage. 

refuses to give such consent, or being the father of one of such 
parties is of unsound mind or absent from the Oolony, it shall 
be lawful for the persons desirous of contracting such marriage 
to apply by petition to the Ohief Justice, who may proceed 
upon such petition in a summary way, and, in case the marriage 
proposed shalllipon examination appear to him to be proper, 
the Chief Justice shall judicially declare by order in writing 
that such marriage may be solemnized, and such order shall, 
for the purposes of this Ordinance, be deemed equivalent to 
such consent as aforesaid. 

Oaveats. 
24: Any person whose consent to a marriage is hereby QbjE'?tions to 

requITed, or who may know of any just cause why the marriage marnage. 

should I not take place, may, on payment of $1.20, enter a 
T.-TII. 52 
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When caveat 
entered, 
matter to be 
referred to 
Chief Justice. 
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caveat against the issue of a District Registrar's or MarriagG 
Officer's certificate in the following manner:-

(a) if the marriage is intended to be solemnized under 
the authority of a District Registrar's certificate, such 
person shall, at any time before the issue of such certificate 
write the word" Forbidden" opposite to the entry of th~ 
notice in the Marriage Notice Book, and shall append thereto 
his name and place of abode, and the grounds UPOll which 
he claims to forbid the marriage; 

(b) if the marriage is intended to be solemnized under the 
authority of a Marriage Officer's certificate, such person 
shall give notice in writing to the person publishing the 
banns that he forbids the marriage, and shall append to 
such notice his name ~nd place of abode, and the grounds 
upon which he claims to forbid the marriage. The perSall 
publishing the banns, if he be not the Marriage Officer, 
shall forthwith forward such notice to the Marriage Officer 
and the Marriage Officer shall record in the Marriage Banns 
Book the fact and date of the receipt of the notice forbidding 
the marriage. 

No District Registrar or Marriage Officer . shall issue his 
certificate until such caveat has been removed in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 

25. (1) Whenever caveat is entered against the issue of a 
District Registrar's or Marriage Officer's certificate, the District 
Registrar or Marriage Officer, as the case may be, shall forthwith 
refer the matter to the Chief Justice. 

(2) If the Chief Justice is of opinion that no legal ground 
has been disclosed in the caveat for forbidding the issue of the 
certificate, he may remove the caveat in the manner hereinafter 
provided without requiring any of the parties to appear. 

(3) In other eases, the Chief Justice shall summon the 
parties to the intended marriage and the person by whom the 
caveat has been entered, and shall require such last nal!led 
person to show cause why the District Registrar or ~arrra&e 
Officer, as the case may be, should not in due course Issue hIS 

certificate. 

(4) Every such matter shall be heard and determined 
in a summary manner, and the Chief Justice may award 
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compensation and costs to the party against whom the caveat 
was entered, if it appear that such caveat was entered on insuffi­
cient grounds. 
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26. (1) If the Chief Justice shall decide that the certificate 
ought to issue, he sh~ll remove the ?avea~ by a declaration under 
his hand that the mtended marrIage IS proper and may be 
solemnized; and a certified copy of such declaration shall be 
forwarded to the District Registrar or Marriage Officer, as the 
case may be, by whom the caveat was referred. 

Removal of 
caveat. 

(2) On the removal of the. caveat, the District Registrar 
or Marriage Officer, as the case may be, may issue his certificate 
in due course, and the marriage may proceed as if the caveat 
had not been entered, but the time which has lapsed between 
the entering and removal of the caveat shall not be computed 
in the period of six months specified in sections 14 and 17 .. 

Solemnization of marriage. 
Marriages 
before 
Marriage 
Officer. 

27. On the delivery of the certificate of a District Registrar, 
or in case the parties shall have given notice to the District 
Registrars of different districts then on the delivery of the 
certificate of each such District Registrar, or on the delivery. 
of the certificate of a Marriage Officer, or in case the parties 
shall have given notice to different Marriage Officers then on 
the delivery of the certificate of each such Marriage Officer, . 
or on the delivery of a licence from the Governor, to.any 
Marriage Officer, it shall be lavilfql for such Marriage Officer to 
solemnize a marriage between the parties named in such 
certificate or certificates or licence, as the case may be: 
Provided that such marriage shall be solemnized with open 
doors between the hours of six 0' clock in the forenoon and 
six o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, and in the presence 
oHwo or more credible witnesses besidethe said Marriage Officer. 

28. On the delivery of the certificate of a District Registrar, 
or in case the parties shall have given notice to the District 
Registrars of different districts then on the delivery of the 
certificate of each such District Registrar, or on the delivery 
of the certificate of a Marriage Officer, or in case the parties 
shall have given notice to different Marriage Officers then on 

52 (2) . 

Marriages 
before 
District 
Registrar. 
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Notices and 
licences void 
unless 
marriage 
takes place 
within six 
months. 
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the delivery of the certificate of each such Marriage Officcf' 
or. o~ the d~livery of a lic:nce from ~he Governo~, to any 
DIstrIct RegIstrar, the partIes named In such certIficate or 
certificates or licence, as the case may be, may, if they shall 
se.e fit, contract marri~geat the office of such D!str!ct Registrar 
WIth open doors and In the presence of such DIstrICt Registrar 
and two or more credible witnesses, and between the hours 
of ten o'clock in the forenoon and four o'clock in the afternoon 
of the same day: Provided that each of the parties shall, in 
some part of the ceremony, and in the presence of such District 
Registrar and witnesses, make the following declaration:_ 
" I do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment 
why I, A. B., should not be joined in matrimony to O. D. here 
present :'; and each of the parties shall say to the other, "I 
call upon these persons here present to witness that I, A. B., 
do take thee C. D., to be my lawful wedded wife (or husband)." 
Such District Registrar shall be entitled for every marriage so 
contracted in his presence to receive from the parties a sum of 
$2.40. 

29. \iVhenever a marriage shall not· take place within six 
months after the entry of notice thereof or after the granting 
of a licence from the Governor under section 18 of this Ordinance, 
the notice or li'cence, as the case may be, and all other pro­
ceedings shall thereupon be utterly void, and no Marriage 
Officer shall proceed to solemnize the marriage, nor shall the 
marriage be contracted before a District Registrar, until new. 
notice has been given and entry made and certificate issued 
or a new licence has been granted in the manner aforesaid. 

Use of other 30. Where any party to a marriage shall commonly use .any 
t1han English other language than Engli.sh, then the forms and declaratIOn. S anguage. 

hereby required to be used in the ceremony shall be made III 

such other language, so always that the words used shall ~xpress 
the true intent and meaning of such forl an~ declaratIOns. 

!~~:!l of 31. Mter. any marriag~ sh~ ,~~ so!emni~ed or 
dwelling not contracted IIi the manner I~this--Ordinance prOVIded, It shall 
:i~:~.after not be necessary in .s~~t. of ~BK marriag~ to giv~ any proof 

g of the actual d.wgUm~ of eIther of the partIes prevIOUS to .t.hB 
marriage withi\1t't1t~di~tric~here such marriage was soleIDlllZecl 

.. for the time require~f this ort~.~a~n.hfce nor of the conseny of 

i i~- ~><£ v 'I }'i/'r1 .. 
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any person whose consent thereunto is required by law, nor 
shall any evidence be given to prove the contrary. 
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32. (1 ) No Marriage Officer shall be compellable to accept ir-eJ?- ' 
notice of marriage from, or to enter or publish the banns of, o~~~:g:ot 

. or t~ issue a Marriage Officer~s certificate to, or to solemnize ~~~~~lla~le 
marrIage between, persons eIther of whom shall not be a ' ry 
member of his own communion, nor otherwise than according 

,~C_" to the rules or custom of such communion, nor unless he shall 
be satisfied by the declaration of the parties or otherwise that 
the proposed marriage is consistent with such rules or custom. 

(2) No minister of the Christian religion shall be compelled Ord.9-1932, 
to publish the banns of marriage or to solemnize the marriage . s. 5. 

of any person whose former marriage shall have been dissolved 
by a judicial decree, where the other party to such former 
marriage is still living, nor shall any such minister be compelled 
to permit the use of any church or chapel under his control for 
publishing any such banns or solemnizing the marriage of any 

. such person, nor shall any such minister be liable to any suit, 
proceeding or 'penalty for refusing to publish any such banns 
or for refusing to solemnize any such marriage or for refusing 
to permit the use of any such church or chapel for any such 
pUrposes, aforesaid. ..:-

(3) No minister of the Christian religion E?hall be liable 
to any suits, proceedings or penalties for publishing any such 

, .' i banns or solemnizing the marriage of any such person aforesaid 
or for permitting the use of any such church or chapel for f:!,ny 

. of the purposes aforesaid:· " 
Provided that nothing in this section shall relieve any 

such minister frc:)m any ecclesiastical proceeding or censure to 
which by reason of his publishing any such banns or solemnizing 
any such marriage or permitting the use of any such church 
or chapel for any of the purposes aforesaid he is or from time 
to time hereafter may be liable according to the doctririe, 
practice, usage or rule~ of a~y such religion. 

Registration of marriage. 
33. (1) Immediately after' the solemnization. or contracting Marriage to , 

of any marriage the officiating Marriage Officer or the District be ~ntered in 
R . ' . regIster and 

. ~~\~rj~' a~ t~e ca.~e may be, shall enter In a book to be called t:)f~;~~::~t 
... !" ,,," 
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copies.. 

Void 
marriages. 

Forging or 
altering 
register book, 
notice, etc. 
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the" Marriage Register Book" a statement of the said marriage 
in the form given in Schedule I hereto, which entry shall be 
signed by such Marriage Officer or District Registrar, as the 
case may be, and by the parties to the marriage and by two 
credible witnesses of~he .said ma:rriage, and ev:ry such Marriage 
Officer and every DIstIlct RegIstrar (not bemg the Registrar 
of Marriages) shall forthwith transmit to the Registrar of 
Marriages a duplicate of such statement similarly signed, 
and all such duplicate .statements shall be filed by the Registrar 
of Marriages and preserved among the records of' his office. 

(2) Every Marriage Officer or District Registrar who 
without reasonable cause or excuse, shall fail to transmit t~ 
the Registrar of Marriages any statement in accordance with 
the provisions of this section shall be liable, on summary 
conviction, for every such offence, to a fine of forty-eight 
dollars. 

34. It shall be lawful for all persons at all reasonable times 
to search the entries in any Marriage Register Book or any 
file of statements as aforesaid kept by the. Registrar or any 
District Registrar or any Marriage Officer, and to have true 
copies, certified under the hand of such Registrar, District 
Registrar, or Marriage Officer, of any such entries or statements: 
Provided that, before allowing any, such search or furnisb"ing 
any such certified copy, the Registrar, District Registrar, or 
Marriage Officer, as the case may be, shall be entitled to demand 
the following fees, that is to say;-

For every search ... 
For every certified copy as aforesaid 

48 cents. 
48 cents. 

Void marriages. ~/' I. . 
35. If any persons shall intermarry//6the£wise1 th~n In 

accordance with the provisions of /this OrdiJt,kl).ciY, or If th~ 
parties t? ~ny marria&e are wi~~itl th~ J>J~b~ted degre~~ 01 
consangu~nlty or affimty ~9potdmg ,olfltbe law~ot Eel~J.51nd, 
the marIlage of such persons shall be null and ~.OldAtL y 1,'1, 

/' \J/J\fV (ff' /' T 
I I [,./{ ) 1'f I 

Offences. 
36. Every person who shall knowingly and wilfully forge 

or alter or falsely make, or procure to be forged or altered or 
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falsely made, or shall offer, utter, or dispose of, knowing the 
same to have been forged or altered or falsely made, any register Mak!ng false 

k t · l' t'fi t t" t t entrIes, boo or any no ICe, ICence, cer 1 ca e, en ry, or, s a ement giving false 

nlentioned in this Ordinance, or any certified copy thereof certificates. 

respectively, or shall wilfully insert or cause to be inserted in' 
J;mV register book or certified copy thereof any false entry or 

. - m~rriage, or shall wilfully give any false certificate, or shall 
certify any writing to be a copy or extract of any register book, 

>, knowing the same to be false in any part thereof, or shall forge Forging seal. 

-c-or counterfeit the seal of the Registrar General, shall be guilty 
, of felony and, on conviction oIl: ~ndictment, shall be liable to 

imprisonment for seven years. . 

37. Every person who shall unlawfully, and maliciously ?~st~oying or 

des~roy or injure or cause. to ,~e destroye~ or injured, any ~~~= book, 
regIster book or any notIce, lIcence; certIficate, entry, or etc. 
statement mentioned in this Ordinance, or any certified copy 
thereof respectively, shall be guilty of f~lbny, and, on conviction 
on indictment, shall be liable tO'imprisonment for three years. 

38. ~very person 'having the custody of any register book ~~s~g or 

or certified copy .-t~ereof or of any part thereof, who shall :;::~nt. 
carelessly lose or ID]ure the same or carel~ssly ,allow the same 
to be injured whilst in his keeping, shall be liable to a fine ,of 

, two hundred and forty dollars for every such offence. 

39. Every District Registrar or Marriage Officer who shall ISSUillifi' g of 
1m . I d 'If II . 'fi ~ h' . cert cate to owmg y an WI' u y Issue any certl cate lor t e marrIage person within 

of any persons being within the prohibited degrees of consan- prohibited , 

guinity or affinity according to the law of England shall be degrees: . 

,&uilty of. felo.ny, and, on conviction on indict39'ent, s~a~ be , 
hable to ImprISOnment for three years. ~~ 'Z-"'f; ¥ ,! "'" l? J , 

40. Any minister of religion who shall knowingly and wilfully O:ffe~ces by 

. solemnize any marriage without being licensed as a Marriage ~~r:~~~~nd 
Officer under the provisions of this OrdinanGe, and any Marriage Dist!ict 

" Officer or District Registrar who shall solemnize any marriage RegIstrars. 

or allow any marriage to be contracted in his presence before 
the issue of a certificate or granting· of a licence from the 
Governor, or after the expiration of siX 'months from the entry 
of notice or granting of such licence~ or who shall knowingly 
and ~lfully issue any certificate of marriage' except within the 

I 

I 
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period allowed by this Ordinance for issuing the same, or 
any certificate against the issue of which a caveat has been 
entered until such caveat has been duly removed in the manner 
hereinbefore provided, shall be guilty of felony, and, on 
conviction on indictment, shall be liable to imprisonment fo1' 
three years. 

Marriages in extremis. 

41. (1) Notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance con­
tained, it shall be lawful for any Marriage Officer to perform 
the ceremony of marriage between any persons, without notice 
given of the intended marriage of such persons, or without a 
certificate duly issued, or before the issue of such certificate 
or after the expiration of six months from the entry of notic~ 
of such marriage, provided that both the parties between whom 
such ceremony of marriage shall be performed shall, at the 
time of the performance thereof, be legally competent to contract 
marriage and be of full age, and provided also that one at least 
of them, to the best of the knowledge and belief of such Marriage 
Officer and of the other persons signing the certificate hereinafter 
required, shall be, at the time of the performance of such 
ceremony, in a dying state, and that such dying person shall 
be a member of the relig~ous communion or denomination to 
which such Marriage Officer shall belong. 

(2) Immediately after the solemnization of any such 
marriage, the officiating Marriage Officer shall transmit to the 
Registrar of Marriages a certificate of the said marriage in the 
form given in Schedule J hereto, signed by such Marriage 
Officer and by two credible witnesses present at the said 
marriage. Such statement shall be filed by the Registrar in a 
register to be specially kept for the purpose. 

(3) Subject to the observation of the foregoing conditions, 
a marriage solemnized u:q.der the provisions of this section 
shall be and be held to be good and effectual in law. 

(4) No marriage solemnized under the provisions of this 
section shall operate as a revocation of any will. 

Miscellaneous. 

42. If any valid marriage shall be had under the 12Iovisions 
of this· Ordinance by means of any wilfully false notIce, oath, 
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or declaration made by either p:;Lrty to such marriage as to 
any matter as to which a notice, oath, or declaration is herein 
required, it shall be lawful for the Attorney General, by 
information on the relation of a parent or guardian of a minor 
whose consent has not been given to such marriage, and who 
shall be responsible for any costs incurred in such suit, such 
parent or guardian previously making oath or affirmation as 
is hereinafter required, to sue for a forfeiture of all estate or 
interest in any property accruing to the offending party by such 
marriage, and the Supreme Court shall have power in such suit 
to declare such forfeiture and thereupon direct that all such 
estate and interest, or any such part thereof as to the Court 
shall seem fit, shall be secured, in such manner as to the Court 
shall seem fit, for the benefit of the innocent party, and the 
issue of the marriage or any of them, or if both parties to the 
said marriage shall, in the judgment of the Court, be guilty 
of any such offence as aforesaid then for the benefit of the 
issue of the said marriage, subject to such provisions for the 
offending parties by way of maintenance or otherwise as the 
said Court shall think reasonable:, Provided that no such suit 
as aforesaid shall be instituted unless it shall have been first 
made out to the satisfaction of the Attorney General by the 
oath of some person whose consent was required by law to the 

. said marr,iage or by his or her solemn affirmation made in lieu', 
. of an oath, that the circumstances of the case are such as to 
authorise the institution of such proceedings, and that the 
consent required by law for such marriage had not been 
obtained, and that the person' making such oath. or affirma­
tion had not discovered that the said marriage had been 
contracted more than six months before making such oath or 
affirmation. 

825 

43. No prosecution for any felony under this Ordinance shall Limitation. 

be commenced after the expiration of three years after the' 
offence has been committed, nor without the written consent 
of the Attorney General. 

44. All pecuniary penalties under this Ordinance recoverable Recov?ryof 
. t' b d 1 . t' th penaltIes. on summary conVIe lOn, may e recovere on comp am III e 

. name of any person authorised in that behalf by writing under 
the hand of the Attorney General, at any time not more than 
twelve iffionths after such offence has been committed. 
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45. All fees received by the Registrar or District Registrars 

or the Oolonial Secretary under this Ordinance shall be paid 
into the Tre8Jsury for the use of the Oolony. 

46. All certified copies of entries purporting to be sealed or 
stamped with the seal of the Registrar General shall be received 
as evidence of the marriages to which the same relate without 
any fur~her or ot~er p~oof of such entry an~ no certified copy 
purportmg to be gIven m the office of the RegIstrar of Marriages 
shall be of any force or effect which is not sealed or stamped as 
aforesaid. 

47. The Registrar General shall send, once in every year, 
to ~he Govern?r a general abstract of th~ number of marriages 
regIstered durmg the twelve months endmg on the last day of 
December then immediately preceding, in such form as the 
Governor from time to time shall require; and every such 
annual general abstract shall be laid before the Legislative 
Oouncil at its next meeting after the receipt thereof. 

SCHEDULES. 

SCHEDULE A. 

LICENCE TO BE A MARRIAGE OFFICER. 

A.. B. being a Minister of Religion of (a) residing at and officiati~g 
at (b) (c) is hereby licensed as a Marriage Officer for the purposes of tne 
Marriage Ordinance. 

. Governor. 

(a) State religious denomination. 
(b) State place of public worship in which applicant acts as minister (if any). 
(c) State city, borough, town, or ward where place of worship is situated. 
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SCHEDUI,E B. 

FORM 1. 

(Applicable to the case of parties residing in different districts or 
notices. ) 

giving separate 

NOTICE TO DISTRICT REGISTRAR. 

To the District Registrar of the district of 

I [here insert the name of the peTson giving notice] give you notice that a Marriage 
is intended to be had between me and the other party herein named and described, that 
is tosay:-. 

-
Name and Condition. Calling. Age. Dwelling- Length of 
Surname. place. residence. 

-

- : 

And I give this notice with the assent of the other' party herein named and described. 

And I solemnly declare that I.have for seven days, immediately preceding the date 
of this notice, had my usual place of abode within the above-mentioned district of 
and that I believe there is no impediment of kindred 01' alliance or other lawful hindrance 
to the said MlLrriage. 

*And I solemnly declare that I have the consent of all whose consent is necessary 
for my marriage, namely:-[Here state names and auth()rity of all whose consent is 
necessary.] 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set and subscribed my hand this day of 
, 19 .. 

(Signature.) 

* To form part of the declaration when the party is under 21 years of age and is not a 
widower or widow, otherwise to be deleted. 

827 
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FORM 2. 

(Applicable to the case of parties. residing in the same district and giving a single 
notice.) 

NOTICE TO DISTRICT REGISTRAR. 
To the Di8trict Regi8trar of the di8t"ict of 

We [here insert the name8 of the per80n8 giving notice] give you notice that a Marriacre 
is intended to be had between us, the parties herein named and described, that is to say:~ 

Name and Conditions. Calling. Age. Dwelling- Length of 
Surname. place. residence. 

·c 

.And we solemnly declare that we have for seven days immediately preceding the date 
of this notice had our usual place of abode and residence within the above mentioned 
district of , and that we btilieve there is no impediment of kindred or alliance 
or oth~r lawful hindrance to the said Marriage. 

* And, we solemnly declare that we each have the consent of all whose consent is 
necessary for our marriage, namely:-[Here 8tate names and authority of all whose consent 
is necessary.] .. . 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set and subscribed our hands this day 
of ,19 . 

(Signatures. ) 

* To form part of the declaration when either of the parties is under 21 years of age 
and not a widower or widow, otherwise to be deleted. 
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SCHEDULE C. 

REGISTRAR'S CERTIFICATE. 

I, District Registrar of Marriages for do hereby certify that on the 
day of , 19 , notice was duly entered in the Marriage Notice Book 

of the said District, of the marriage intended between the parties hereunder named and 
described. 

Name and Dwelling- Length 
Surname (if any) Condition. Profession. Age. place. of 

at full length. Residence. 

-

--

Date of Notice entered day of , 19 • 
Date of Certificate given day of , 19 
No caveat has been entered against the issue of this certificate 

01' [a8 the case may be] 

Consent, if 
any, by whom 

given. 

A caveat was entered against the issue of this certificate on the day of 
19 , but was removed on the day of , 19 , by the Chief Justioe. 

Witness my hand this day of , 19 

(Signed) 
Regi8trar for Di8trict of 

N.B.-This certificate will be void unless the marriage is solemnized on or before the 
day of ,19 ,next. . 

829 

(Section 14.) 



830 

(Section 15.) 

Ch. 29. No, 2.] Marriage. 

-
SCHEDULE D. 

FORM 1. 

(~pplicable to the case of parties belonging to different congregations or giving separate 
notICes.) . 

NOTICE FOR BANNS. 

To Ministe1' of Ohurch [or Ohapel] in the District of 
and a JIIic;rriage Officer. 

I [hen insert the name of the person giving notice] being a member of the congregation 
of the said Church [or Chapel] give you notice that a Marriage is intended between me and 
the other party herein named and described, and that I desire you to publish the banns 
of such Marriage on two Sundays beginning with Sunday the day of 
19 ,next. ' 

Name and Surname. . Condition. Calling. Age. Dwelling -place . 
-- -

-

And I giv~ this notice with the assent of the other party herein named and described. 
And I solemnly declare that I believe there is no impediment of kindred or alliance 

or other lawful hindrance to the said Marriage. . 
* p...:nd I solenmly declare that I have the consent of all whose consent is necessary 

for my marriage, namely:-[He1'e state names and authority of all whose consent is 
necessary.] 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set and subscribed my hand this 
,19 

day of 

(Signature.) 

* To form part of the decl~ration when the party is under 21 years .of age and is not a 
widower or widow, otherwise to be deleted. 
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FORM 2. 

the case of parties belonging to the same congregation and giving a 

NOTICE FOR BANNS. 

To Minister of Ohurch [or Ohapel] in the District of 
and a Ma1'riage Officer . 
. We [here insert the names of the persons giving no~ice], being members of the congregation 
of the said Ohurch [or Ohapel] give you notice that a Marriage is intended between us, 
the parties-herein named and described, and that we desire you to publish the banns of 
such Marriage in your Ohurch [or Ohapel] on two Sundays beginning with Sunday the 

day of ,19 ,next. 

-
Name and Surname. Condition. Oalling. Age. Dwelling-place. 

And we solemnly declare that we believe there is no impediment of kindred or alliance 
or other lawful hindrance to the said Marriage. 

* And we solemnly declare that we each have the consent of all whose consent is 
necessary for our marriage, namely :-[ Here state names and authority of all whose consent 
is necessary.] 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set and subscribed our hands this day 
of , 19 

(Signatures. ) 

* To form part of the declaration when either of the parties is under 21 years of age 
and not a widower or widow, otherwise to be deleted. . 

SCHEDULE E. 

FORM OF WORDS TO BE USED IN THE PUBLICATION O.B" BANNS. 

, I publish the Banns of Marriage between A. B. of [here state the parish as stated in the 
notice] and O. D. of [here state the parish as stated in the notice]. 

If any of you know any cause or just impediment why these two persons should not 
be joined together in holy matrimony ye are to declare it. 

This is the first [or second, as the case may be] time of asking. 
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SCHEDULE F. 

MARRIAGE OFFICER'S CERTIFICATE. 

I, Minister of Church [or Chapel] in the District of and < 

Marriage Officer do hereby certify that on the day of ,19 ,notice wa: 
~uly entered in the Marri~ge Bal1l1s Book of the said C~urch [01' Chapel] of the marriage 
mtended between the partIes hereunder named and descrIbed. . 

" 

" 

Name and Surname. Condition. Calling. Age. 

Date of notice entered day of ,19 . 
Date of certificate given day of ,19 . 
No caveat has been entered against the issue of this certificate 

or [a8 the ca8e may be] 

Dwelling" place. 

A caveat was entered against the issue of this certificate on the day of 

-

19 ,but was removed on the day of ,19 ,by the Chief Justice. 
The Bal1l1s of Marriage have been published in the manner required by the Marriage 

Ordinance. 

Witness my hand this day of ,19 . 
(Signed) 

Minister of· Church [or Chapel] 
in the District of and a 
Marriage Officer. 

N.R-This certificate will be void unless the marriage is solemnized on or before the 
day of ,19 ,next. 

SCHEDULE G. 

GOVERNOR'S LICENCE. 

To any Di8trict Regi8trar or Marriage Officer.. 
These are to Licence and Permit you to solemnize a marriage between A. B. [h~re 

give name, 8urname, condition, calling, and place of re8idence of A. B.] and O. D. [her~ flwe 
name, 8urname, condition, calling, and place of re8idence of O. D.] according to the proVlSlOns 
of the Marriage Ordinance, you knowing no lawful impediment to the contrary. 

Given under my hand at this day of ,19 . 
(Signed) 

N.B.-This Licence will be void unless the marriag~ is solemnized on or before the 

doyof ~xt·JI. r~ )!fo 
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SCHEDULE H. 

I do solemnly and sincerely declare that the statements made in my applic,.tion 
hereto attached and marked A are true and correct. 

I make this declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and according 
to the Statutory Declarations Ordinance, and I am aware that if there is any statement 
in this declaration which is false in fact which I know or believe to be false or do not 
believe to be true I am liable to fine and imprisonment. 

Declared before me this day of ,19 • 
Registrar oj Marriages. 

SCHEDULE I. 

MARRIAGE REGISTER BOOK, 
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(Signed) . 

SCHEDULE J. 

MARRIAGE IN EXTREMIS. 
I, the undersigned Marriage Officer of (l) .and 'we; the un"dersigned 

of (2) . and • . of (2) being of the age of twenty-one years 
and upwards do hereby certify that on the day of .' ,19 ,the Ceremony' 
of Marriage was performed by me the said' in the presence of us the said 
and . between of (3) and. of '(4) 
and that both the said and at the time of the performance of such 
ceremony were legally competent to contract marriage, anll were of full age, ,and that 
the said (5) . was a member of the same religious communion or denomination to 
which the said (6) belongs, that is to say, the (7) . ; arid that at the time 
of the performance of such ceremony, the said (8) was, to the best of our 
knowledge and belief, in a dying state. . 

T.~.· III. 

, Signatures, 

(1) Residence. 
(2) Residence and Profession. 
(3) State whether bachelor or widower. 
(4) State whether spinster or widow. 
(5) Name of party in dying state. 
(6) Name of Marriage Officer. 
(7) Religious communion or denomination. 
(8) Name of party in dying state. 
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