
.LiAWS (n.> .a.n.INIDAu .n.L,D TOL.C1U"~ 

CHAPTER 51 :02 

Pages 
(inclusive) 

1-5 
6 

7-8/2 
9-40 

Act 
33 of l' ~ 

Amended by 
24 of 1941 

156/1949 
119/1955 
162/1958 
89/1965 

6 of 1985 

It Autho ages 
Attthorised 
by L.R.O. 

1/1990 

1/1990 

1/1980 

L.R.O. 1/1990 



2 

LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND 

Chap. Pilotage 

slation 

Pilotage Bye-Laws (G.N. 113/1957) ... 
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(a) l~t page 16, in section 25(1), in line 1 thereof, for the word "rules", 
substitute the word "Rules" 

(b) At page 35, in bye-law 2~(I)(c), in line 2 thereof, for the figme "26", 
substitute the figure "27". 

(c) At page 36, in bye-law 22(2)(c), in line 2 thereof, for the figure "26", 
substitute the figme "27". 

te 
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Adaptation. 

I. Certain fees in this Chapter were increased by the Commission under paragraph 4 
of the Second Schedule to the Law Revision Act (Ch. 3 :03). -Where this occurs, a 
marginal reference in the form normally indicating an amendment is made to L.N. 51/ 
1980 (the Legal Notice by which the President's approval was signified). 

2. Under pamgmph 6 of the Second Schedule to the Law Revision Act (Ch. 3 :03) 
the Commission amended certain references to public officers in this Chapter. The 
Minister's approval of the amendments was signified by L.N. 52/1980, but no marginal 
reference is made to this Notice where any such amendment is made in the text. 
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CHAPTER 51:02 

PILOTAGE 

An Act relating to Pilots and Pilotage. 

[28TH DEOEMBER 1939J 

1. This Act may be cited as the Pilotage Act. 

Chap: 51:02 

1950 Ed. 
Ch. HI. No. :; 

33 of [93S. 

Commence­
ment. 

Short title. 

7 

2. In this Act- Interpretation. 

"Pilotage Authority" means the Pilotage Authority con~ 
stituted under the provisions of this Act ; 

"Pilots Association" means the Trinidad Pilots' and 
Berthing Masters' Association incorporated under the 
provisions of the Companies Ordinance; Ch. 33. No. l. 

"Shipping Association" means the Shipping Associat ion of (1950 Ed.) . 

Trinidad registered under the Trade Unions Act on 7th Ch. 88 : 02. 

of May, 1938. 

3. (1 ) The areas described in the First and Second Pilotage area. 

Schedules shall be the areas in respect of which pilots' ~~g~n':fd 
licences may be issued by the Pilotage Authority _ Schedules . 

(2) The Minister may by Order amend the Schedules. 

PILOTAGE AUTHORITY 
4. (1) The Pilotage Authority shall consist of­

(a) the H arbour Master, who shall be ex 
Constitu tion of 

,m ' Pilotage 
OJ)oCtO Authority. 

[6 of 1985] . Chairman; 
(b) a representative of the Shipping Association; 
(c) one member of t he Pilots Association; 
(d) a represent ative of t he Port Authority. 
(e) a person who holds a certificate as Master Home 

Trade, issued by t he Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago, or an equivalent or higher certifi­
cat e or alt ernat ively someone who has at tained 
the rank of Lieut enant-Commander in the 
Trinidad and Tobago Defence F orce; 

(f) a Barrister or Solicitor; and 
(g) a person suitably qualified in economics, account-

ancy or commerce; 

L.R.O. 1/1990 
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The representatives and members of the aforesaid 
Associations shall be appointed by the Minister and shall 
hold their appointments at the Minister's pleasure. 

(2) In case of the temporary absence or incapacity of 
a member of the Pilotage Authority appointed under this 
section, the Minister may appoint another member to act 
temporarily in the place of such member who is absent or 
incapacitated. 

(3) Any act done or decision arrived at by the Chair­
man and not less than four members (temporary or other­
wise) shall be deemed to be an act or decision of the Pilotage 
Authority. 

(4) The appointment (temporary or otherwise) and 
the removal of members shall be notified in the Gazette. 

5. Subject to this Act, the Pilotage Authority may 
licence pilots for the purpose of conducting ships within the 
areas mentioned in the First and Second Schedules, and do 
all such things as may be necessary or expedient for carrying 
into effect the powers and duties ascribed to the Pilotage 
Authority. 

6. (1) All receipts of the Pilotage Authority, in their 
capacity as such (other than any money received by them 
on behalf of and paid over to any pilot, or if the Authority 
administer a pilots' benefit fund, any sums received by 
them as direct payments for that fund), shall be paid into 
a separate fund or account, to be called the pilot fund or 
account. 

(2) All expenses incurred by the Pilotage Authority 
in the exercise of their powers or performance of their 
duties as such Authority shall be paid out of the pilot 
fund or account, and, except so far as may be provided to 
the contrary by bye-law, subject to t he payment of those 
expenses, the balance shall in each year be applied for the 
purposes of any pilots' benefit fund, and so far as not re­
quired for t hat purpose shall be 8JPplied for the benefit of 
pilots in such manner as may be determined by the P ilotage 
Authority with the approval of the Minister. 
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(3) A separate account shall be kept by the Pilotage 
Authority of all moneys received by them as payments 
to any pilots' benefit fund administered by the Authority, 
C . for the benefit of that fund, and money standing to the 
credit of that account shall not be applicable to any purpose 
other than the purposes of the fund. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall prevent the Pilotage 
Authority from keeping a separate account in respect of 
pilot boats owned or hired by the Authority. 

c ~ The Pilotage Authority may by bye-laws made Pilotage 
Autbority may 

under this Act- make bye·!aws. 

(a) determine the qualification in respect of age, 
physical fitness, time of service, local know­
ledge, skill, character, and otherwise to be 
required from persons applying to be licensed 
by them as pilots, provide for the examination 
of such persons, and fix the term for which a 
licence is to be in force, and the conditions 
under which a licence may be granted, renewed, 
or altered; 

Qualifioations 
of candidates. 
[51/1980]. 

(b) fix the limit (if any) on the number of pilots to ~~~e~~ 
be licensed for any specified area, and provide 
for the method in which and the conditions 
under which the list of pilots is to be filled up; 

(c) provide generally for the good government of ~~~~ ~rv:J~ts. 
pilots licensed by the Pilotage Authority, and 
of apprentices, and in particular for ensuring 
their good conduct and constant attendance 
to an effectual performance of their duties, 
whether at sea or on shore; 

(d) determine the system to be adopted with 
respect to the supply and employment of pilots, 
and provide, so far as necessary for the approval, 
licensing, and working of pilot boats; 

Employment 
of pilots. 

( e) provide for the punishment of any breach of io~tSr~':cW-~f 
any bye-laws made by them for the good bye·laws. 

government of pilots or apprentices by the 

L.R.D. 1/1990 
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infliction of fines not exceeding one thousand 
dollars. without prejudice to their powers under 
tIns Act to revoke or suspend the licence in the 
case of any such breach of bye-law; 

(j) fix the rates of payments to be made in respect 
of the services of a licensed pilot (in this Act 
referred to as pilotage dues), and define t he 
circumstances and conditions under which pilot­
age dues may be payable on different scales and 
provide for the collection and distributionQf 
pilotage dues ; . 

(g) if and so far as it appears to the Pilotage 
Authority to be generally desired by the pilots 
concerned, provide for the pooling of pilotage 
dues earned by the licensed pilots or by any 
class of pilots ; 

(h) provide for a deduction being made from any 
sums received by pilots of any sums required 
for meeting the administration expenses of the 
Pilotage Authority, or any contributions re­
quired for any fund established for the payment 
of pensions or other benefits -to pilots, their 
widows or children (in this Act referred to as a 
pilots' benefit fund) ; . 

(i) provide, if and so far as it appears to the 
Pilotage Authority to be generally desired by 
the pilots, for bonds (the penalty of which shall 
not in any case exceed five hundred dollars) 
being given by the pilots for the purpose of 
this Act limiting pilots' liability; 

(j) establish pilots' benefit funds and provide for 
the direct payment to any such fund of any 
contributions by pilots towards the fund, or of 
any part of the ordinary receipts of the Pilotage 
Authority, and also for the administration of 
any such fund and for the conditions of partici­
pation in any such fund ; 

(k) provide for the method of conducting the exam­
ination of masters and mates applying for 
pilotage 
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certificates so as to maintain a proper standard of 
efficiency; 

(I) prohibit the grant of pilotage certificates to masters 
or mates who do not hold at least a mate's certificate 
of competency recognised under Pan. u. U1. the Mer .. 
chant Shipping Act, 1894 of the United Kingdom. 

(m) provide that a pilotage certificate shall not be 
renewed without Ie-examination unless the master 
or mate has made not less than a specified number of 
visits to the port as master or mate of any ship in 
respect of which the certificate is granted; 

(n) apply with any necessary modifications to masters 
and mates holding pilotage certificates any bye-laws 
made under this section for the good government of 
pilots and the punishment of any breach of any such 
bye-law; 

9 

Competency. 

57 & 58 Vict. 
c.60. 

Re-examination 

Masters and 
mates holding 
pilotage 
certificates. 

(0) require the owners of ships, whose masters or mates Contribu~ons 
hold pilotage certificates, to contribute towards the ~~d~ds pilot 

pilot fund or account and require the holders of such 
certificates to make a periodical return to them of 
the pilotage services rendered by them; but the con-
tribution so required from an owner shall not exceed 
such proportion of the pilotage dues which would 
have been payable in respect of the ship if the master 
or mate had not held a pilotage certificate, as may be 
fixed by the Pilotage Authority; 

(p) fix the fees to be paid for examinations and for th : Fees. 

issue or renewal of licences and certificates; 

(q) provide for the holding of meetings of the Pilotage ~~~:r of 

Authority and for the procedure to be followed and Authority. 

the matters to be considered at such meetings; 

(r) prescribe the distinctive marks and flags to be used 
by pilot boats;' 

(3) provide for any matter for which provision is to be 
made or may be made under this Act by bye-law . 

A bye-l 
bas beel 

. e under - -;tion sha 11 ~~ .. '-Ike effeCt 
Jved by the _. _ilister. 

Distinctive 
marks and flags 
of pilot boats. 

Other matters. 

Confinnation of 
bye-laws. 

L.R.O.1/1980 



10 

Licensing of 
pilots by 

'Pilotage 
Authority not 
to involve any 
liability, 

Pilots to be 
Commonwealth 
citizens, 

Form of pilot's 
licence and 
production and 
return of pilot's 
licence to 
Pilotage 
Authority. 

Death of pilot. 

Penalty. 

Grant of 
pilotage 
certificates to 
masters and 
mates. 

British subject. 

57 & 58 Vict. 
c.60. 

Form of 
certificate. 

LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 51:02 Pilotage 

PILOTS' LICENCES 

8. (1) The grant or renewal of a licence or certificate by the 
Pilotage Authority under the powers given to them by this Act 
does not impose any liability on such Authority for any loss 
occasioned by any act or default of the pilot. 

(2) No pilot's licence shall be granted to any person not a 
Commonwealth citizen. 

9. (1) A pilot's licence shall be in a form approved for the 
time being by the Pilotage Authority. 

(2) A licensed pilot shall, when required by the Pilotage 
Authority by whom the licence has been granted, produce his 
licence to the Authority, and, in case his licence is revoked or 
suspended, shall deliver up his licence to such Authority. 

(3) On the death of a licensed pilot, the person into whose 
hands his licence comes shall without delay transmit it to the 
Pilotage Authority. 

(4) If any licensed pilot or other person fails to comply with 
the requirements of this section he is liable on summary convic­
tion to a fine of four hundred dollars in respect of each offence. 

PILOTAGE CERTIFICATES 

10. (1) The Pilotage Authority may grant a certificate (in this 
Act referred to as a pilotage certificate) to any person who is bona 
fide the master or mate of any ship if that person applies for such 
a certificate, and if, after examinations, they are satisfied that, 
having regard to his skill, experience, and local knowledge, he is 
capable of piloting the ship of which he is master or mate within 
the compulsory pilotage areas. 

(2) A pilotage certificate shall not be granted to the master 
or mate of a ship unless he is a Commonwealth citizen or, if a 
,bye-law under section 7(1)(l) of this Act is in force prohibiting 
the grant of pilotage certificates to masters or mates who do not 
hold at least a mate's certificate of competency recognised under 
Part II of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894 of the United King­
dom, to a master or mate who does not hold such a certificate of 
competency. 

(3) A pilotage certificate shall be in a form approved for the 
time being by the Pilotage Authority, and shall contain (in addi-

/ 
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tion to any other particulars which may be prescribed) the name 
of the person to whom the certificate is granted, the name and 
draught of water of the ship or ships in respect of which it is 
granted, the limits of the area in respect of which the certificate is 
granted, and the date on which it was granted. 

(4) A pilotage certificate shall not be in force for more than 
a year from the date on which it is granted, but may be renewed 
annually by the Pilotage Authority, subject to the provisions of 
any bye-law made by that Authority as to re-examination. 

(5) A pilotage certificate may be granted so as to extend to 
more than one ship belonging to the same owner, while the mas­
ter or mate is bona fide acting as master or mate of any such ship, 
provided that they are ships of substantially the same class. 

(6) The Pilotage Authority may, on the application of the 
master or mate of a ship, alter his pilotage certificate so as to 
relate to any other ship or ships of a not substantially greater 
draught of water or tonnage than that to which the certificate 
formerly related, to which the master or mate may be transferred, 
or so as to cover any ships of substantially the same class and. 
belonging to the same owner as the ships to which the certificate 
already relates. 

Annual 
certificate. 

11-

Certificate may 
extend to other 
ships. 

Alteration of 
pilotage 
certificate to 
another ship. 

. (7) The Pi!otage .Authority may, for t?e p~rpos~s of this ~;; deemed 

sectIon, treat ShIpS WhICh are shown to theIr satisfaction to be ownership. 

bona fide under the management of the same person as manager, 
managing owner, demisee, or time charterer, as being ships 
owned by that person. 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS AS TO LICENCES AND 
CERTIFICATES 

11. The Pilotage Authority may suspend or revoke any pilot's 
licence or any pilotage certificate granted by them, if it appears to 
them, after giving the holder thereof an opportunity of being 
heard, that he has been convicted of any offence under this Act or 
of any breach of any bye-law made by the Pilotage Authority, or 
that he has committed any other misconduct affecting his capabil­
ity as a pilot, or that he has failed in or neglected his duty as a 
pilot, or that he has become incompetent to act as pilot, and a 
licence or certificate, if so suspended, shall cease to have effect for 
the period for which it is suspended. 

Suspension or 
revocation of a 
pilot's licence or 
a pilotage 
certificate. 

L.R.D.1/1980 



~2 

Appeal by pilot, 
master, or mate 
against action of 
Pilotage 
Authority with 
respect to 
!pilot's licence or 
pilotage 
certificate. 

Upon failure to 
comply with 
order, Minister 
may exercise 
!powers of 
Pilotage 
Authority. 

Surrender of 
licences or 
certificates. 

il:02 Pilotage 
~----------------------

u. (1) If a complaint is made to the Minister that the Pilotage 
Authority have-

(a) without reasonable cause refused or failed to 
exaffiii • .::, any candi':!atc fvi a pilot' " 1ic":"ii"c or a mas­
ter or mate for a pilotage certificate, or to grant such 
a licence or certificate after examination; 

(b) conducted any examination for a pilot's licence or a 
pilotage certificate improperly or unfairly; 

(e) imposed conditions on the granting of a pilot's 
licence or a pilotage certificate which they have no 
power to impose or which are unreasonable; 

(d) without reasonable cause refused or failed to renew 
a pilotage certificate, or having obtained possession 
of any such certificate, refused or failed to return it; 

(e) without reasonable cause suspended or revoked a 
pilotage certificate; or 

(f) in any other manner failed properly to perform their 
duties under this Act with respect to the matters 
above-mentioned in this section, or improperly 
exercised any of their powers under this Act, with 
respect to those matters; 

the =.1inister shall consider the complaint, and if of opinion that 
the complaint is in any respect well founded, shall make such 
order as he thinks fit for the purpose of redressing the matter 
complained of, and the Pilotage Authority shall give effect to any 
order so made. 

(2) If the Pilotage Authority refuse or fail to give effect to 
any order made under subsection (1), the Minister may, for the 
purpose of giving effect to the Order, exercise any powers of the 
Pilotage Authority, and anything done by the Minister in the 

. exercise of those powers shall have the same effect as if it had 
been done by the Pilotage Authority. 

13. (1) It shall be the duty of a person whose pilot's licence or 
pilotage certificate is revoked or suspended under this Act or 
whose licence or certificate has expired, to surrender his licence 
or certificate to the ?i1otage Authority within seven days, and, if 
he fails to do so, he is liable on summary conviction to a fine of 
four hundred dollars. . 

(2) If a pilot's licence or a pilotage certificate is suspended it 
shall, if it is still in force at the expiration ofthe period of suspen~ 
sion, be restored with the particulars of the suspension endorse 
onOt 
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I'" ::. ~ If a pilot is aggrieved by the suspension or revocation 
by the Pilotage Authority of his licence, or by the refusal or 
failure of the Pilotage Authority to renew his licence, or by the 
refusal or failure of the Pilotage Authority who have obtained 
possession of his licence to return it to him, he may appeal to a 
Judge of the High Court. 

(2) For the purpose of hearing the appeal, the Judge may, if 
he thinks fit, sit with an assessor of nautical and pilotage experi­
ence selected and summoned by the Judge. 

(3) The Judge may confirm or reverse the suspension or 
revocation of the licence, or the refusal or failure to renew a 
licen'ce, or may make such order in the case as may seem just, and 
his decision shall be finaL 

(4) The costs incurred by the Pilotage Authority under this 
section shall be payable out of any fund applicable to the general 
expenses of such Authority. 

(5) In default of or subject to any rules which may be made 

13 

Appeal to High 
Court. 

under the Supreme Court of Judicature Act, a Judge in Chambers Ch.4:01. 

shall give such directions as may be necessary with respect to the 
procedure to be observed on any appeal under this section. 

COMPULSORY PILOTAGE 

I! , The areas described in the Second Schedule shall be com­
pulsory pilotage areas. 

Compulsory 
pilotage areas. 
Second 
Schedule . 

. I!., (1) Every ship (other than anhexllcbepted ship) whil~e n~.vigaft- ~~~!ea~il~;age 
mg III a compulsory pilotage area s a e under the potage 0 a is compulsory. 

pilot licensed for such area or under the pilotage of a master or 
mate possessing a pilotage certificate for such area and bona fide 
'acting as master or mate of the ship. 

(2) If any ship (other than an excepted ship) in circum- Fmeforfailing 
to employ a 

stances in which pilotage is compulsory under this section, is not pilot. 

under pilotage as required by this section, the master of that ship 
shall in respect of each offence be liable, on summary conviction, 
to a fine not exceeding double the amount of the pilotage dues 
that could be demanded for the conduct of the ship. A prosecu~ 
tion for an offence under this subsection shall not be instituted 
without the consent of the Pilotage Authorit~r. 

(3) For the purposes of this Act the following ships are Excepted ships. 

excepted ships: 

L.R.O.111980 
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(a) ships belonging to the Government of Trinidad and 
Tobago; . 

(b) pleasure yachts; 
(c) fishing vessels; 
(d) ferry boats plying as such exclusively within the 

limits of the harbours of Trinidad and Tobago; 
(e) ships of less than fifty tons gross tonnage; 
(f) ships exempted from compulsory pilotage by bye­

laws as hereinafter provided in this section. 

(4) The Pilotage Authority may by bye-laws made under 
this Act exempt from compulsory pilotage any of the following 
classes of ships, if not carrying passengers, up to such limit of 
gross tonnage in each case as may be fixed by such bye-laws, that 
is to say: 

(a) ships whose ordinary course of navigation does not 
extend beyond the seaward limits of the harbours of . 
Trinidad and Tobago, whilst navigating within those 
limits or within such parts thereof as may be specified 
in the bye-law; 

(b) ships registered under the provisions of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1894 of the United Kingdom and 
trading locally. 

For the purposes of this subsection, a ship which habitually 
trades between any port or ports of Trinidad and Tobago and any 
port or ports between the equator and latitude 28° North and 
East of longitude 90° West and West of longitude 50° West shall 
be deemed to be trading locally if it does not remain out of the 
territorial waters of Trinidad and Tobago for more than sixty days 
since the date of its last sailing from Trinidad and Tobago. 

17. Notwithstanding anything in any law, the owner or master 
of a ship navigating under circumstances in which pilotage is 
compulsory shall be answerable for any loss or damage caused by 
the ship or by any fault of the navigation of the ship in the same 
manner as he would if pilotage were not compulsory. 

18. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act it shall not 
be compulsory on the master or other person in charge of a ship 
to take or employ the services of any pilot when such ship is not 
nayigating in a compulsory pilotage area, and, every such master 
or other person may lawfully pilot and conduct his own ship 
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within the areas described in the First Schedule so long as he does First Schedule. 

SO without the aid or assis~ance of any person other than the 
ordinary crew of such ship. 

PILOTAGE AND D UES 

19. (1) The owner or master of any ship which arrives in ~il:a~~td~~S. 
Trinidad and Tobago, or navigates from one place to another 
within Trinidad and Topago, or the consignee of or agent for such 
ship shall, on demand, pay to the pilot by whom such ship was 
piloted the full pilotage due payable under this Act, within 
twenty-four hours after the performance of the service for which 
such pilotage due shall be demanded. In default of such payment 
the pilotage dues may be recovered summarily on complaint 
before a Magistrate, but such recovery shall not take place until a 
previous demand had been made in writing. 

(2) Any consignee or agent (not being the owner or master 
of the ship) who is hereby made liable for the payment of pilotage 
dues in respect of any ship, may, out of any moneys received by 
him on account of that ship or belonging to the owner thereof, 
retain the amount of such dues paid by him, together with any 
reasonable expenses he may have incurred by reason of the pay­
ment of the dues or his liability to pay the dues. 

20. No pilot is bound to conduct any ship to sea until the full :~t:nd1ees in 

amount of the outward pilotage of such ship has been paid, or the advance. 

payment thereof guaranteed to the satisfaction of such pilot. 

21. In case any pilot employed by the master of any ship pre- ~il~~!h~~f 
pared to sail shall repair on board and shall nevertheless be detained on d 

. h h h . board outwar detamed on board for more t an tree ours before such ShIp bound ship. 

shall weigh anchor and proceed on her voyage, every such pilot so [5111980]. 

detained shall be entitled to demand and receive, over and above 
. the prescribed rate of pilotage, detention money in respect of the 
whole time he is so detained on board at the rate of ten dollars for 
each hour or part thereof or at such other rate as may from time 
to time be fixed by bye-laws made under section 7, and shall have 
the like remedy for recovery of the same as is provided in this Act 
for recovery of pilotage dues. 

22. Nothing contained in this Act shall extend or be construed ~aghvint g tfhe rti' 
• nsopaes 

to extend to depnve any person of any remedy under any contract and their 
f . f th d h hi h h . h remedies under a msurance, or a any a er reme y w atsoever, w c e mIg t contracts of 

insurance. 

L.R.O. 1I1980 
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have °had if this Act had not been passed, by reason or on account 
of the neglect, default, incompetency, or incapacity of any pilot 
duly acting in charge of any ship under the provisions of this Act, 
and nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to impose 
any liability on the Government for any damage or loss resulting 
from any neglect, default, incompetency, incapacity, or any act 
whatsoever of any pilot or person acting as a pilot under the 
provisions of this Act. 

23. (1) Nothitig contained in this Act shall be held to excuse or 
indemnify any pilot for any damage arising from his neglect or 
want of skill. 

(2) H any damage shall be caused by any ship while in 
charge of a pilot to any beacon, buoy, harbour-mark, jetty, oro 
other public property, it shall be lawful for the Harbour Master of 
Port-of-Spain, or any person by him authorised in that behalf, to 
sue for and recover such damage in the High Court exercising 
Admiralty Jurisdiction. 

24. (1) A licensed pilot, who has given a bond in conformity 
with bye-laws made for the purpose under this Act, shall not be 
liable for neglect or want of skill beyond the penalty of the bond 
and the amount payable to him on account of pilotage inrespect 
of the voyage in which he was engaged when he became so liable. 

(2) Where any proceedings are taken against a pilot for any 
neglect or want of skill in respect of which his liability is limited as 
provided by tbis section, and other claims are made or 
apprehended in respect of the same neglect or want of skill, the 
Court in which the proceedings are taken may determine the 
amount of the pilot's liability, and, upon payment by the pilot of 
that amount into Court, may distribute that amount rateably 
among the several claimants, and may stay any proceedings pend­
ing in any other Court in relation to the same matter, and may 
proceed in such manner and subject to such regulations as to 
making persons interested parties to the proceedings, and as to 
the exclusion of any claimants who do not come in within a cer­
tain time, and as to requiring security from the pilot, and as to 
payment of any costs as the court thinks just. 

PILOT SIGNALS 

25. (1) The Minister may make rules as to the signals to be 
used or displayed where the services of a pilot are required on: any. 
vessel, and those signals are in this Act referred to as pilot signals. 

.... 
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(2) Iia vessel requires the services of a pilot, the master of 
that vessel shall use or display the pilot signals. 

(3) If a master of a vessel uses or displays, or causes or 
permits any person under his authority to use or display, any of 
the pilot signals for any other purpose than that of summoning a 
pilot, or uses or causes or permits any person under his authority 
to use any other signal for a pilot, he is liable on summary convic­
tion to a fine of seven hundred. and fifty dollars. 

OFFENCES BY 1?ILOTS 

:.. __ If any pilot, when piloting a ship, by wilful breach of du!y or 
by neglect of duty, or by reason of drunkenness--

(a) does any act tending to the immediate loss, destruc­
tion, or serious damage of the ship, or. tending 
immediately to endanger the life or limb of any per­
son on board the ship; or 

(b) refuses or omits to do any lawful act proper and 
requisite to be done by him for preserving the ship 
from loss, destruction, or serious damage, or for pre­
serving any person belonging to or on boardthe ship 
from danger to life or limb, 

that pilot shall in respect of each offence be liable on indictment 
to imprisonment for three years. 

27. If any person, by wilful misrepresentation of circumstances 
upon which the safety of a ship may depend, obtains, or 
endeavours to obtain, the charge of that ship, that person and 
every person procuring, abetting, or conniving at the commission 
of the offence shall, in addition to any liability for damages, be 
liable on summary conviction toa fine of four thousand dollars in 
respect of each offence. 

28. (1) If a licensed pilot-
(a) himself keeps, or is interested in keeping by any 

agent, servant, or other person, any premises 
licensed for the sale of intoxicating liquors, or sells 
or is interested in selling any intoxicating liquors, 
tobacco, or tea; 

(b) is in any way directly or indirectly concerned in any 
corrupt practices relating to ships, their tackle, furni­
ture, cargoes, crews, or passengers, or to persons in 
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distress at sea or by shipwreck, or to their moneys, 
goods, or chattels; 

(c) lends his licence; 
(d) acts as pilot whilst suspended; 
(e) acts as pilot when in a state of intoxication; 
(/) employs, or causes to be employed, on board any 

ship which he is piloting, any boat, anchor, cable, or 
other store, matter, or thing beyond what is neces­
sary for the service of that ship, with intent to 
enhance the expenses of pilotage for his own gain or 
for the gain of any other person; 

(g) refuses or wilfully delays, when not prevented by 
illness or other reasonable cause, to pilot any ship, 
upon the signal for a pilot being made by that ship, 
or upon being required to do so by the master, 
owner, agent or consignee thereof, or by the Pilotage 
Authority, or by the Harbour Master, or by any 
officer of Customs a;nd Excise; 

(h) unnecessarily cuts or slips, or causes to be cut or 
slipped, any cable belonging to any ship; 

'(i) refuses, otherwise than on reasonable ground of 
danger to the ship, when requested by the master, to 
conduct the ship which he is pilQting into any port or 
place within the distri~t. for which he i~ licensed; or 

(j) quits the ship, which he is piloting, before the service 
for which he was engaged has been performed and 
without the consent of the master of the ship, 

'that pilot shall, in addition to any liability for damages, be liable 
on summary conviction to a fine .of four thousand dollars in 
respect of each offence. 

(2) The provisions of the law relating to customs with 
respect to the recovery of penalties under that law, and the appli­
cation of such penalties, shall apply in the case of any prosecution 
by any officer of Customs and Excise for the recovery of a fine in 
respect of any offence against this section. 

29. Every licensed pilot, when taken on board a ship, shall 
produce his licence to the master or other person in charge of 
such ship, who shall enter or cause such pilot's name to b~ 
entered in the Jog book; and if any pilot-

(a) refuses or neglects to produce such licence; 



Pilotage Chap. 51:02 

(b) causes to be entered a false name in such log book; 
or 

(c) refuses or neglects to produce a copy of this Act or a 
copy of the rates payable or of the bye-laws and 
regulations made in pursuance of this Act, 

he is liable on summary conviction to a fine of four hundred 
dollars. 

OFFENCES GENERALLY 

30. Any person not being a licensed pilot who­

(a) tenders his services as a licensed pilot; 
(b) procures any person to tender his services to act as a 

licensed pilot; 
(c) undertakes to act as a licensed pilot and acts as such; 
(d) fraudulently uses or exhibits, or attempts to use or 

exhibit, the licence of a licensed pilot; or 
(e) wilfully uses any distinctive mark or flag prescribed 

for pilot boats, 
is liable on summary conviction to a fine of one thousand dollars . 
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. 31. Any unlicensed per~on may o~er I?Ill:self ,to pilot a ~hip in ~e~Je::;ot 
dIstress so long as no lIcensed pilot IS 10 SIght; but If any without licence. 

unlicensed person does not deliver the charge of such ship after a 
licensed pilot has offered to come on board and take charge of the 
ship (such ship being at the time within the limits for which he is 
qualified) such unlicensed person is liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of four hundred dollars. 

32. If any master or other person having the chief command of re~~~~ ~~aught. 
any ship, on being requested by any pilot having the charge of 
such ship to declare her draught of water, and her length and 
beam, refuses to do so, or himself makes or is privy to any other 
person making a false statement to such pilot as to such draught, 
he is liable on summary conviction to a fine of four hundred 
dollars, 

L.R.D.1/1980 
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33. If any master or other person having the chief command of 
any ship or interested in any ship, makes or is privy to any other 
person making, any fraudulent alteration in the marks on the 
stem or on the stern post of such ship denoting her draught of 
water he is liable on summary conviction to a fine of four 
thousand dollars. 

IRST SBEOULE 

0: IONAL PILOTAGE AREAS 

TRINIDAD 

The territorial waters of Trinidad and Tobago south of 
Latitude 100 43' North and West of Longitude 61° 27' West, 
excluding the Harbours and Channels in the Second Schedule. 

r ... "OBAGO 

The Scarborough Harbour. 

SECLND SCHED~LE 

COMPULSORY PILOTAGE AREAS 
(a) The dredged channel and basin in Port-of-Spain 

harbour extending in a north-easterly direction from 
a beacon in Latitude 100 38' 00" North and Longi­
tude 61 0 33' 05" West and defined by other beacons, 
including an area within a radius of half a sea mile 
southwest of the seaward beacon. 

(b) An area within a radius of 1 % sea miles from La 
Carrier Light Beacon in Latitude 10° 19' 19" North 
and Longitude 61° 27' 37" West. 

(c) An area within a radius of half a sea mile from a light 
beacon in approximately Latitude 10° 15' 10" North 
and Longitude 61 0 37' 12" West situated on a jetty 
known as Pitch Point Jetty. 

(d) An area within half a sea mile from a light beacon in 
Latitude 10° 14' 54" North and Longitude 
61°38'06" West situated on a jetty known as 
Brighton Jetty. 
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(e) An area within half a sea mile of the jetty known as 
Point Fortin Jetty, the base of which is on the North 
Shore of Point Fortin and the seaward end is marked 
by a light beacon in Latitude 10° 12' 27" North and 
Longitude 61° 42' 07" West. 

(/) The area enclosed within a line drawn in a southerly 
direction from the mainland at Pointe Gourde to the 
easternmost point of Carrera Island, thence east­
wards to the southernmost point of Nelson Island, 
thence in a north-easterly directly to Martin Point. 

Provided that no United States public vessel oper-
ated by the War or Navy Departments, by the 
Coastguards or by the Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
bound to or departing from a leased area (as defined 
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for the purposes of the repealed United States Bases 
(Temporary Provisions) Ordinance) shall on enter- a~5b3 ~~j.1. 
ing or leaving such leased area or the territorial wat- ­
ers in the vicinity thereof be subject to compulsory 
pilotage in respect of the area described in this para-
graph. 

(g) That part of Lisas Bay also known as Goodridge Bay 
in the Gulf of Paria bounded as follows: 

(i) on the South and Southwest by an arc having a 
radius of 2% sea miles from Savonetta Point 
red light in Latitude 10° 24' 07" North and 
Longitude 61° 24' 42" West; 

(ii) on the North by a line drawn due West 2% sea 
miles from the said Savonetta Point red light; 

(iii) on the East by the shore line. 
(h) The area enclosed with a line drawn in a southerly 

direction from the mainland at Point Gourde in 
Latitude 10° 40' 00" North, Longitude 61° 37' 22" 
West to the easternmost point of Carrera Island, 
thence along the southern shores of that island to its 
South-western point, thence in a South 59° West 
direction for one nautical mile, thence in a North 70° 
West direction for two and a quarter nautical miles, 
thence in a North 62° East to the light on Gasparillo 
Island, thence in a South 70° East direction to San 
Carlos Point, thence along the shore line of Point 
Gourde to the point of commencement: 

Provided that no United States public vessel oper­
ated by the War or Navy Departments, by the 

L.R. o. 111980 
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Coastguards or by the Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
bound to or departing from a leased area (as defined 
for the purposes of the repealed United States Bases 
(Temporary Provisions) Ordinance) shall on enter­
ing or leaving such leased area or the territorial wat­
ers in the vicinity thereof be subject to compulsory 
pilotage in respect of the area described in this para­
graph. 
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113/1957*, 

Citation. 

Interpretation, 

[ 130/1973]. 
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Pilotage Bye-Laws 

plL01'AGE .oYE-LAWS 

made under sections 7 and 16(4) 

1. These Bye-laws may be cited as the Pilotage Bye-laws. 

2. In these Bye-Iaws-
"apprentice" means a person serving an apprenticeship to the 

Pilots' Association, under the terms approved by the Author­
ity, and who is in training as a candidate for a pilot's licence; 

"the Authority" means the ?ilotage Authority established! by sec­
tion 4 of the Act; 

."Basin" means the dredged portion of the harbour of Port-of­
Spain abutting on K' ~ s Wharf and its extension, but does 
.not include the dredged channel leading to such dredged 
portion; 

"certificated officer" means a master or mate holding a pilotage 
certificate granted to him by the Authority; 

"the Committee" means a committee of the Authority appointed 
by such Authority; 

"compulsory pilotage areas" means the areas described in the 
Second Schedule to the Act; 

"dead tow" means in relation to a ship that the ship has no 
propulsion or steerage of its own or that its propulsion or 
steerage is not in working order; 

"Dock Master" means the person for the time being in charge of 
the mooring or unmooring, docking or undocking, of a vessel 
at any out-port; 

"Grier Channel" means the dredged channel in the Port -of-Spain 
harbour leading to the Basin and extending in a north­
easterly direction from a beacon in latitude 10° 38' 00" North, 
and longitude 61° 33' 05" West .and marked out by other 
beacons; 

"Harbour - ~aster" means the Harbour Master of the harbour of 
.Port-(Spain; 

"King's Wharf' means the deep water wharf built on the 
reclaimed area South of Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, and 
extending from a point in latitude 10° 38' 43" North and 
longitude' 61° 3~' 54" West in a North 62° West direction; 

*These Bye-Laws have been amended by G.N. 79/1959; 31/1962; 90/1963; 131/1963; 
88/1967; 32/1971; 130/1973 and 51/1980, 
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" King's Wharf Extension" means the deep water wharf to the 
West of King's Wharf; 

"master" means the person for the time being in command or 
having charge of a ship; 

25 
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"maximum gross tonnage" means the maximum gross tonnage 
registered or ascertained in accordance with the Tonnage 
Regulations of the Merchant Shipping Act, IB94; 57 & 58 Viet. 

c.60. 

"optional pilotage areas" means the areas described in the First 
Schedule to the Act; 

"out-port" means any of the compulsory pilotage areas other 
than the area described at paragraph (a) of the Second 
Schedule to the Act; . 

"pilot" means a person holding a licence granted by the Author­
ity to pilot vessels in one or more pilotage areas; 

"pilotage areas" include compulsory pilotage areas and optional 
pilotage areas; 

"pilotage dues" means the payment to be made in respect of the 
services of a pilot; 

"pilots' office" means the premises of the Pilots' Association at 
Port-of-Spain; 

"Pilot Master" means the person appointed to be Pilot Master by 
the Pilots' Association with the approval of the Authority; 

"Secretary-Accountant" means the person appointed to be 
Secretary-Accountant by the Pilots' Association with the 
approval of the Authority; 

"ship" means every description of vessel used in navigation not 
propelled by oars. 

3. A person shall not be licensed as a pilot unless and until he 
satisfies the Authority that-

(a) he is a Commonwealth citizen; 
(b) he is, at the time a licence is first granted him, more 

than twenty-five and not more than forty years of 
age; 

(c) he holds a certificate as a Master Mariner issued by 
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago or an equi­
valent or higher certificate; 

(d) he has served an apprenticeship of not less than six 
months with the Pilots' Association under the condi­
tions approved by the Authority; 

Qualifications 
of candidates 
for pilot's 
licence. 

L.R.O.1I1980 
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(e) he has produced certificates of good conduct and 
sobriety from persons by whom he may have been 
employed during the three years immediately pre­
ceding his application for a licence; 

(/) he has satisfied either a board of medical practition­
ers or a medical practitioner approved by the 
Authority-

(i) that he is medically and physically fit; 
(ii) that his eyesight is normal in respect of both 

distance and colour; 
(g) he has satisfied the examining committee constituted 

under these Bye-laws that he has a satisfactory 
knowledge of local conditions and the Regulations 
affecting the pilotage areas for which he has applied 
for a licence including-

(i) his skill in handling ships; 
(ii) his knowledge of navigation in each area for 

which he has applied for a licence; 
(iii) the courses and distances between any two 

places within the limits of such pilotage 
areas; 

(iv) the rise, velocity and set of the tides; 
(v) the depth and character of the soundings; 
(vi) the best anchorages; 
(vii) the banks, shoals and other dangers; 

(viii) the buoys and lights in such areas. 

4. (1) Applications for admission as an apprentice shall be 
made to the Pilots' Association. Such applications shall forthwith 
be entered .in a register kept for that purpose by the Pilots' 
Association. These entries shall set out the name, age, address 
and qualifications of the applicant. 

(2) Applications for admission as an apprentice shall be 
presented periodically by the Pilots' Association to the Authority, 
and always in order of their entry in the register required to be 
kept by paragraph (1) . 

(3) Whenever a vacancy occurs in the number of licensed 
pilots, the Pilots' Association shall submit to the Authority for its 
approval the application of the applicant considered by them 
most suitable for admission as an apprentice .. 
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(4) The Authority shall cause to be kept a register in which. Rjgisterof 

the following particulars shall be entered: pols. 

(a) the name, age and qualifications of each licensed 
pilot; 

(b) the date on which each such pilot passed the exami­
nations required by paragraphs (f) and (g) of bye­
law 3. 

5. (1) A pilot's licence or pilotage certificate shall be valid for ~:e~~~fees 
a period of one calendar year from the date of its being issued. for \lfi·cences, d 

certl cates an 

(2) Subject to this bye-law, the Authority may require a [~;V~~~~ons. 
pilot who has attained the age of sixty years to retire if it is 5111980]. 

satisfied that for reasons of health or any just or reasonable cause 
such pilot is unable to perform his duties competently. 

(3) The Authority shall require a pilot who has attained the 
age of sixty-five years to retire from the pilotage service, but shall, 

. before making any such requirement, cause six months' notice of 
. its intention to be served on such pilot. 

(4) When the Authority requires a pilot to retire under 
paragraph (2) or (3), it shall forthwith cancel the licence which 
the pilot may be holding at the date of his retirement and from 
the date of the cancellation the licence shall be void and of no 
effect. 

(5) A candidate for an examination for a pilot's licence or a 
pilotage certificate shall pay to the Authority a fee of thirty dol- . 
lars. From this fee each examiner shall be entitled to be paid a fee 
of ten dollars for each examination. 

(6) The fees prescribed in the Second Schedule to these ~~~~e. 
Bye-laws shall be payable to the Authority on the issue or 
renewal of a pilot's licence or pilotage certificate prescribed in 
these Bye-laws. 

6. (1) The number of pilots to be licensed for all areas may at J~~~~ 
any time be fixed by resolution of the Authority if the pilotage n!l1l1ber of t 

requirements of ships calling at the ports of Trinidad and Tobago r~~~li:::S.Ol 
so warrant. 

(2) The Authority may issue temporary licences to pilot 
ships in any areas to one or more pilots in excess of the prescribed 
number whenever the Authority is satisfied that conditions neces­
sitate such temporary addition to the number of licensed pilots. 

L.R.O.111980 
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(3) A temporary licence issued under this bye-law shall not 
be in force for a longer period than three months in the first 
instance but may be renewed from time to time for a like period, 
provided that the holder of such licence returns it for cancellation 
by the Authority when the Authority considers and notifies him 
that the conditions which necessitated its issuance no longer exist. 
If the holder of a temporary licence fails to comply with the 
requirements of this paragraph, he is liable on summary convic­
tion to a fine of one hundred dollars. 

(4) A person holding a temporary licence shall be subject to 
all the provisions of these Bye-laws with the exception of sub­
paragraphs (b) and (d) of bye-law 3. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in these Bye-laws 
every person to whom a temporary licence is issued shall pay to 
the Authority a fee of twenty dollars on the issue of the licence 
and a fee of five dollars on each renewal of such licence. 

7. (1) Any pilot unable to perform his duties through illness 
or other cause shall forthwith cause the Harbour Master to be so 
notified. 

(2) Any pilot who fails to comply with paragraph (1) is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of one hundred dollars. 

Leaveforpilots. 8. (1) No pilot shall leave Trinidad and Tobago without the 
permission of the Chairman of the Authority; such permission 
shall be in writing and shall not be granted without the approval 
of the Authority. 

(2) Any pilot who contravenes paragraph (1) is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of one hundred dollars. 

Duties of pilots. 9. (1) A pilot shall obey and execute all lawful orders and 
directions given and issued by the Authority, the Harbour Master, 
or the General Manager of the Port Services Department. Orders 
affecting pilots who are members of the Pilots' Association shall 
be given through the Pilot Master or his nominee, and when so· 
given shall be deemed to have been given to the pilot or pilots 
concerned. 

In a harbour, port or dock, a pilot shall also obey all lawful 
orders and directions of a Harbour or Dock Master relating to 
docking, undocking, towing or removing a ship under his charge, 
so long as such ship shall be within the limits of any harbour or 
dock as the case may be. 

, ~-, -
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(2) A pilot shall observe strict sobriety. H e shall throughout 
the time he is in charge of a ship use his utmost care and diligence 
for her safety and the safety of other vessels or property. 

(3) A pilot shall not lay a ship aground without a written 
order from the owner or master of such ship, or the agent of the 
owner, as the case may be; but a pilot may, in his discretion, when 
the owner, master, or agent is absent or unavailable, lay aground 
any ship which in his opinion is likely to cause an obstruction or 
danger in a fairway, channel or harbour. 

(4) A pilot shall not leave a ship piloted by him until she is 
berthed alongside a wharf or jetty or brought to a safe anchorage 
or, if outward ·bound, until the appropriate limits referred to in 
bye-law 10 have been reached. 

(5) A pilot shall before leaving a ship piloted or attended by 
him hand a pilotage note to the master of such ship, who shall 
enter thereon in ink all the particulars required, and sign the said 
note when the services of the pilot are completed. The note shall 
also be signed by the pilot. 

(6) A pilot shall not bring a ship alongside any wharf or 
jetty, if the signal for the wharf or jetty is against him, or if 
no signal is usually used, unless he has first received permission 
from the person in charge of the wharf or jetty. 

(7) A pilot shall behave with due civility towards the owner, 
master, and officers of any ship under his charge. 

(8) A pilot about to take charge of a ship which is outward 
bound or which is about to be moved from the wharf or jetty 
where she is lying, shall go on board and report himself to the 
master or officer in command before the appointed time so as to 
enable her to be moved out from the wharf or jetty or to proceed 
to sea or to her destination. 

(9) A pilot when on duty shall always have with him a 
reliable watch, official tide tables for Trinidad and Tobago, a copy 
of these Bye-laws and directions for the time being in force for 
the pilotage areas, and his licence. 

(10) A pilot in charge of a ship before leaving a wharf, or 
jetty or anchorage shall enquire of the master or officer in com­
mand whether the steering gear is connected and in proper work­
ing order, and when clear shall direct that the anchors be ready 
for letting go. A pilot boarding and taking charge of an inward 
bound ship shall direct that the anchors be ready for letting go 
without delay. 
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(11) A pilot shall not proceed to any port or place outside 
the pilotage area for which he is licensed for the purpose of 
piloting any ship into such area without the permission of the 
-:-lIarbour MasteL 

(12) A pilot shall not attend to give evidence at any trial or 
enquiry to which he is not a party, unless he has been required to 
do so by any lawful summons or subpoena, and a pilot so sum­
moned or subpoenaed shall on the receipt of such summons or 
subpoena report the receipt thereof in writing to the Harbour 
: laster. 

(13) A pilot who notices within the pilotage area or areas 
for which he is licensed any alteration or alterations in any of the 
banks or channels, or any buoys or beacons which have been 
driven away, broken down, damaged or displaced, or any circum­
stances affecting the safety of navigation, shall forthwith give a 
correct description thereof in writing to the Pilot Master on duty 
who shall forward it as soon as possible to the Chairman of the 
Authority. 

(14) A pilot, when any accident has happened to, or has 
been caused by, a ship while in his charge, shall as soon as possible 
report the facts in writing to the Pilot Master on duty who shall 
forthwith forward such report to the Authority. 

(15) The duties of a pilot in regard to an outward boune 
ship shall comnU;;U\;v a.s soon al) SU ... il ship begins to unmoor for 
the purpose of proceeding to sea. 

(16) On inward bound ships the duties of a pilot shall COID-:­

mence when he boards the ship in any position within a pilotage 
area. 

(17) In the event of a pilot refusing to proceed to sea fro] 1 

any anchorage or from any wharf or jetty with any ship which he 
is qualified to pilot when requested to do so by the master, owner 
or agent of such ship, he shall forthwith give his reasons therefore 
in writing to the Pilot Master on duty who shall forward them to 
the Authority. 

(18) If a pilot mislays his licence he shall forthwith give 
notice thereof to the Authority, stating the circumstanc"es in 
which the licence was mislaid, and shan forthwith apply to the 
Authority for a duplicate licence. 

(19) A pilot shall not hold directly or indirectly any share or 
interest in any tug company or any vessel used regularly or 
occasionally for towing ships in the pilotage areas. 
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(20) On landing at Port-of-Spain after piloting a ship in or 
out, all pilots for all pilotage areas shall report their movements 
without delay to the pilots' office. At outports, pilots shall report 
to the Pilot Master on duty. 

(21) Pilots for all pilotage areas are to be available at the 
shortest possible notice and shall be connected by telephone at 
their residence. 

(22) All pilots shall attend frequently at the pilots' office to 
examine the latest charts of Trinidad and Tobago, notices to 
mariners and other information relating to the waters of Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

(23) A pilot shall wear when on duty either ashore or afloat 
such uniform as may from time to .time be required by the 
Authority. 

(24) Any pilot who contravenes this bye-law is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of four hundred dollars (without 
prejudice to the powers conferred on the Authority by the Act to 
revoke or suspend his licence). . 
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10. The limits for pilots boarding or leaving ships shall coincide· ~oa~din~or 
with the limits specified in bye-laws 14 and 15. eavlIIg ps. 

11. Pilots shall be allotted to ships in all pilotage areas by the ~ilo~~yment of 

Pilot Master subject to any special directions of the Harbour 
Master or the General Manager of the Port Services Department. 

. 12. (1) No boat shall ply as a pilot boat or carry a pilot flag or 
pilot boat light or make signals prescribed under Article 8 of the 
Regulations for the Prevention of Collision at Sea in or near any 
area prescribed in the First and Second Schedules to the Act 
unless a pilot is on board. 

Any boat engaged solely for the purpose of embarking or dis­
embarking pilots in ships shall have the word "Pilot" painted on 
the bow or superstructure in plain letters. 

(2) Any person who plies a boat in respect of which para­
graph (1) of this bye-law is contravened is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine of four hundred dollars. . -

13. Pilotage dues in respect of pilotage services rendered by 
licensed pilots in the several pilotage areas shall be calculated in 
accordance with the rates laid down in bye-laws 14 and 15 and in 
the First Schedule .to these Bye-laws. All these rates shall be 

Pilot boats. 

Rates for 
calculation of 
pilotage dues. 
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First Schedule. 

Pilotage dues in 
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51/1980]. 
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subject to such surcharge or rebate as may from time to time be 
fixed by the Authority and approved by the Minister. 

:..."... (1) Pilotage dues in respect of services rendered by licensed 
pilots in compulsory pilotage areas shall be calculated as follows: 

(a) the relevant charge prescribed in the First Schedule 
to these Bye-laws shall be made; 

(b) between the hours of 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. a charge of 
twenty dollars and twenty-five cents shall be made in 
respect of running lines ,,:,!hen such operation is car­
ried out with the aid of a pilot's launch or launches; 

(c) between the hours of 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. and on aU 
Sundays and public holidays an additional charge of 
ten dollars shall be made for such service. 

(2) The pilotage dues calculated in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph (1) shall cover pilotage of any ship to or 
from the Grier Channel and Basin when the pilot boards it, or 
leaves .it at anchor or underway, within the limits of Port-of­
Spain harbour. 

(3) Whenever a ship is·shifted in the Basin and the opera­
tion necessitates letting go and re-securing at another berth, the 
: lilotage dues calculated in accordance with paragraph (l)(a) shall 
be charged. 

(4) Whenever a ship is shifted along King's Wharf without 
letting go, a pilot need not be employed. If a pilot is employe 
- If the pilotage dues calculated in accordance with paragrap 
,,_)(a) shall be charged. 

(5) In case of pilotage at out-ports, the pilot shall embark 
Within five miles, but not less than one mile, of the berth. 

15. (1) Pilotage dues in respect of services rendered by licensed 
pilots in non-compulsory areas shall be calculated as follows: 

(a) Within the limits of Port-of-Spain Harbour-
(i) to and from an anchorage within the limits of Port­

of-Spain Harbour the dues shall be thirty dollars; 
(ii) to and from alongside another vessel or hulk the 

dues shall be the like dues as are payable under bye­
law 14 for services rendered by licensed pilots in 
compulsory pilotage areas. 
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(b) Outside the limits of Port-of-Spain Harbour- $. c. 
(i) from outside the Bocas to Teteron, 

Chaguaramas Bay, Carenage, Port-of­
Spain, Goodridge Bay, Pointe-a-Pierre, 
San Fernando, Brighton, or Point Fortin, 
or vice versa, per unit of net registered 
tonnage' ,05 
provided that the minimum charge shall 
be 100.00 

(ii) from inside the Bocas to Teteron, 
Chaguaramas Bay, Carenage, Port-of­
Spain, Goodridge Bay, Pointe-a-Pierre, 
San Fernando, Brighton, or Point Fortin, 
or vice versa per unit of net registered 
tonnage 005 
provided that the minimum charge shall 
~ ~~ 

(iii) from Port-of-Spain to Goodridge Bay, San 
Fernando, Pointe-a-Pierre, Brighton or 
Point Fortin, or vice versa, per unit of net 
registered tonnage .. .0$ 
provided that the minimum charge shall 
be 40.00 

(iv) from Goodridge Bay, Pointe-a-Pierre, San 
Fernando to Br" . or Point Fortin or 
vice versa per -unit of net registered 
tonnage 005 
provided that the minimum charge shaH 
be 30.00 

(v) from Port-of-Spain to Carenage or 
. Chaguaramas Bay or vice versa per. unit 
of net registered tonnage o. .05 
provided that the minimum charge shall 

·be 30.00. 

[Su try] 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) and bye-law 14, pilotage r1oth¥e dUf 
dues in respect of services rendered by licensed pilots in either d~~d :E:n er 

compulsory or non-compulsory pilotage areas to a ship under [13011973]. 

dead tow shall be twice the dues payable under bye-law 14 for 
services rendered by licensed pilots in compulsory pilotage areas. 

(3) Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) and (2), pilotage dues r!O!:;;i!~es 
in respect of services rendered by licensed pilots outside the Gulf outsidetheGulf 

f . of Paria. 
o Pana shall be negotiated between the operator or agent of the [130/1973]. 

L.R.O.1/1980 
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vessel and the Pilots' Association; the agreed charge to be subject 
to the approval of the Pilotage Authority. 

16. (1) A pilot shall be entitled to detention money in accor­
dance with the provisions of section 21 of the Act at the rate of 
twenty-five dollars for each hour or part thereof and shall have 
the like remedy for recovery of the same as is provided in the Act 
for recovery of pilotage dues. 

(2) An attendance fee of twenty-five dollars in lieu of 
detention shall be charged in respect of a pilot ordered for a 
vessel arriving or departing when such order is subsequently can­
celled or for each hour or part thereof in respect of a ship arriving 
after the time for which the pilot is ordered and for which no 
notice of cancellation has been received: 

Provided always that no fee shall be chargeable when notice of 
cancellation or change in time of such vessel's arrival or departure 
is received before the pilot starts his journey to such vessel by 
land or sea, as the case may" be. 

(3) Any pilot who, without his consent or who, owing to 
unavoidable necessity ,shall be taken beyond the limits of the 
areas for which he is licensed, shall be entitled-

(a) to a detention fee of twenty dollars for each day he is 
so detained; and 

(b) in the event that he is taken to a foreign port, to a 
first class return passage to Trinidad and Tobago by 
ship or plane. 

17. Travelling ·allowances in respect of pilotage services within 
the anchorages at Goodrich Bay, San Fernando, or Point Fortin, 
at the rate of thirty cents per mile shall be chargeable by the 
Pilots' Association on ships arriving at or departing from such 
anchorages. These rates shall be subject to such surcharge or 
rebate as may from time to time be fixed by the Authority and 
approved by the Minister. 

18. If any boat or ship having on board a licensed pilot leads 
any ship which has not a licensed pilot on board, in a non.,. 
compulsory area, when the last mentioned ship cannot through 
stress of weather or other exceptional circumstances be boarded, 
the pilot so leading the last mentioned ship, at the request of the 
master thereof, shall be entitled to full pilotage rates as if he had 
actually been on board and had charge of that ship. 



LA 'TRINID! TOBAGO 

Pilotage lp.51:0 
Pilotage Bye-Laws 

19. A pilot who is not a member of the Pilots' Association shall 
collect all fees due to him and members of the Association shall 
make arrangements for the collection by the Secretary­
Accountant of aU fees due to them. 

20. (1) The Secretary-Accountant shall make an annual 
audited return to the Authority of all revenue and expenditure of 
the Association, and when required to do so by the Authority 
shall render supplementary returns. 

(2) The Secretary-Accountant shall place annually before 
the ,uthority an audited statement of the Provident =<und or staff 
penslOn scheme accounts of the Association, and a certificate that 
all insurances required by the Articles are in force. 

(3) The Secretary-Accountant shall furnish the Authority 
monhly with a statement giving the following particulars in 
resp ct of each pilot for the preceding month: 

(a) Number and description of pilotage movements 
performed monthly at Port-of-Spain and out-ports. 

(b) Leave or sick periods, if any, with dates. 
(c) Stand off periods with dates. 

21 , (1) Every pilot on being licensed, and every pilot already 
licensed, shall execute a bond for five hundred dollars in such 
form as the Authority may direct with a view to the limitation of 
his liability for neglect or want of skill to that amount as pre­
scribed by section 24 of the Act. 

(2) Any pilot who fails to execute a bond as required by 
paragraph (1) is liable on summary conviction to a fine of four 
hundred dollars. 
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22. (1) A master or mate of a ship who applies for a pilotage ;;::!~~sprior 
certificate shall not be entitled to receive such certificate unless to the receipt of 

and until he satisfies the Authority that- ~~:f:. 
(a) he holds a certificate as master or mate issued by the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago or an equiva-
lent or high.er certificate; 

(b) he has made six voyages to the compulsory pilotage 
area for which he applies for a certificate within the 
twelve months immediately preceding the date of his 
application; 

(c) he has passed an examination conducte1 by the 
committee appointed under bye-law 26; 

L.R.O. 111980 
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(d) he has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (a), 
(c), (f), and (g) of bye-law 3; 

(2) Where the master or mate of a drogher applies for a 
pilotage certificate he shall satisfy the Authority that-

(a) he hol';s a certificate as master or mate issued by the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago; 

(b) he has made six voyages, assisted by a licensed pilot, 
to each compulsory pilotage area within the three 
months immediately preceding the date of his appli­
cation to navigate in such area; 

(c) he has passed an examination conducted by the 
committee appointed under bye-law 26; 

(d) he has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (a), 
(e), (f), and (g) of bye-law 3. 

(3) A ship having a licensed pilot on board shaH in compul­
sory areas have priority over a ship which has not such a pilot on 
board. 

23. A pilotage certificate shall not be renewed without re­
examination unless the applicant has made not less than three 
voyages to the compulsory pilotage area referred to in the 
certificate during the twelve months immediately preceding his 
application for the renewal of his certificate. 

24. The fees to be paid for the issue and renewal of pilotage 
certificates shall be in accordance with the Second Schedule to 
these Bye-laws; but a pilotage certificate shall not be renewed 
until the applicant has produced a certificate from a medical prac­
titioner approved by the Authori! } to the effect-

(a) that the applicant's eyesight is normal as regards dis­
tance and colour visions; 

(b) that he is physically fit for pilotage duties. 

250 (1) The holder of a pilotage certificate shall produce on 
demand to any harbour master, pilot, police officer or customs 
officer, his pilotage certificate when piloting within an area 
specified in the Second Schedule to the Act. 

(2) Any such person failing to comply with paragraph (1) is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of forty dollars. 

___ Every holder of a pilotage certificate wlH">n in charge of a 
vessel underway in any compulsory ,.rea shal use by day tl':, 
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international Code flag " R" to be flown from the jumper stay, 
and by night in addition to side lights a white light over a red light 
in a vertical line not less than eight feet apart to be carried in a 
similar position. Any such person failing to comply with this bye­
law is liable on summary conviction to a fine of forty dollars. 
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27. A committee of the Authority appointed to conduct~=~. 
examinations under these Bye-laws shall consist of the Harbour 
Master, who shall be Chairman, and such members of the 
Authority as are licensed pilots. 

28. In addition to ships exempted from compulsory pilotage ~~~;~.loca1 
under section 16(3) of the Act, all British ships and foreign flag 
tugs under 600 gross tons trading locally within the meaning of 
section 16(4) of the Act and registered under the provisions of 
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 of the United Kingdom shall be 57 & 58 Viet. 

exempted from compulsory pilotage if not carrying passengers, c. 60. 

provided that the Master of any such ship satisfies the committee 
referred to in bye-law 27 that he is a fit and proper person to be 
given an exemption certificate. 

29. (1) The Authority shall meet on the third Monday in each ~e~:n~;fthe 
calendar month to transact business; but if that day is a public u on . 

holiday the meeting shall be postponed to the following Monday 
or such other day as the Chairman may appoint. 

If for any reason business is not concluded at a regular meeting, 
the meeting may be adjourned to such date as the Chairman may 
decide. 

(2) It shall be competent for the Chairman to call by notice 
in writing an emergency meeting of the Authority at any time, 
should he consider the business sufficiently urgent. 

30. The Authority shall consider at its regular meetings all 
business placed before it in connection with-

(a) recommendations made for the amendment or altera­
tion of the Act or Bye-laws dealing with pilotage; 

(b) complaints against pilots or holders of pilotage 
certificates; 

(c) proposals to vary fees for pilotage licences or 
certificates; 

(d) the disposal of funds accruing to the Authority; 
(e) proposals to engage apprentices to the pilotage ser-

. vice; . 

Duties of the 
Authority. 
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(/) suggestions for the improvement of the pilotage ser­
vice; 

(g) any business arising under these Bye-laws which is 
properly before the Authority. 

31. All fees payable under the Second Schedule to these Bye­
laws shall be credited to the Authority and shall be used by them 
to defray all just expenses lawfully incurred by the Authority so 
that any surplus shall be applied as provided under section 6 of 
the Act. 

32. (1) The following fees shall be paid by all vessels when 
under pilotage: . 

(a) on week days other than public holidays between the 
hours of 6.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.-

(i) within the declared limits of Port-of-Spain 
Harbour that is to say within a radius of 4 
miles of a point in latitude 100 39' 12" N. and 
longitude 610 31' 47" W.-$33.75; 

(ii) within the area of Cronstadt Island, Temblad­
ora and the United States Naval Jetty that is 
to say the area beyond the declared limits of 
Port-of-Spain Harbour as at (i) but within a 
radius of 64% miles of a point in latitude 100 

39' 12" N. and longitude 610 31' 47" W.­
$54.00; 

(iii) within the Chaguaramas area that is to say the 
area beyond the area of Cronstadt Island, 
Tembladora and the United States Naval Jetty 
as at (ii) but within a radiu's of 9 miles of a 
point in latitude 100 39' 12" N. and longitude 
610 31' 47" W. and having a northern limit of 
the parallel of latitude 100 41' 00" N.---' 
$64.80; 

(iv) within the Bocas that is to say the area beyond 
the Chaguaramas area as at (iii) but within a 
radius of 18 miles of a point in latitude 100 39' 
12" N. and longitude 610 31' 47" W. and hav­
ing a northern limit of the parallel of latitude 
100 45' 00" N.-$74.25; 

(b) on Sundays, Public Holidays and between the hours 
of 6.00 p.m. and 6.00 a.m. on weekdays an addi­
tional charge of ten dollars shall be made. 

\ 
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(2) The fees prescribed in paragraph (1) shall be payable 
only when a pilot boat owned and operated by the Pilots' Associ­
ation is used and not otherwise. 

33. The owners of every ship-
(a) whose master or mate holds a pilotage certificate; 

and 
(b) which arrives from or departs for a foreign port; and 
(c) which during such arrival or departure calls within a 

compulsory pilotage area, 
shall pay for each call an amount equivalent to twenty-five per 
cent of the pilotage dues provided by bye-law 14 and the Fir:-t 
Schedule to these Bye-laws. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

:Maximum Gross Tonnage of Ship 

Up to 500 tons 
Over 500 and up to 1,000 tons .. 
Over 1,000 and up to 1,500 tons 
Over 1,500 and up to 2,000 tons 
Over 2,000 and up to 2,500 tons 
Over 2,500 and up to 3,000 tons 
Over 3,000 and up to 3,500 tons 
Over 3,500 and up to 4,000 tons 
Over 4,000 and up to 4,500 tons 
Over 4,500 and up to 5,000 tons 
Over 5,000 and up to 6,000 tons 
Over 6,000 and up to 7,000 tons 
Over 7,000 and up to 8,000 tons 
Over 8,000 and up to 9,000 tons 
Over 9,000 and up to 10,000 tons 
Over 10,000 and up to 11,000 tons 
Over 11,000 and up to 12,000 tons 
Over 12,000 and up to 13,000 tons 
Over 13,000 and up to 14,000 tons 
Over 14,000 and up to 15,000 tons 
Over 15,000 and up to 16,000 tons 
Over 16,000 and up to 17,000 tons . . . . 

Dues payable in or 
out of any 

compulsory pilotage 
area 

$. c. 
50.00 
50.00 
75.00 
75.00 
75.00 

100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
200.00 
200.00 
200.00 
250.00 
250.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 

For each additional 1,000 tons or part thereof an additional charge of 
300.00 

10.00 
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Bye-Jaw 24. 
[51/1980]. 

OFTRIl ) ANDT· .GO 

Chap. 51:02 Pilotage 
Pilotage Bye-Laws 

.,1i'·CONL __ HEDTC..!: 
Fees payable to the Pilotage Authority on the issue of a pilot's Iicence-

First issue 
Renewal or Amendment 
Duplicate 

Fees payable to the Pilotage Authority on the issue of a pilotage certificate-

First issue 
Renewal 
Amendment to Certificate .. 
Duplicate 

$. c. 
30.00 
10.00 

5.00 

$. c. 
50.00 
20.00 
10.00 
5.00 


