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Ordinance 
Ch.29. No.+-

HMO. 

CHAPTER 29. No.4. 

MUSLIM MARRIAGE AND DIVOR<l>E 
REGISTRATION. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE REGISTRATIIN OF 
MUSLIM MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES. 

• 
c.mm",,· [lsi July, 1936.] 
mcnt. 

Short tiUo. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Muslim Marriage 

Defulitiona. 

Mualim 
1olaniago 
districts.· 

and Divorce Registration ·Ordinanre. 

PART 1. 
GENERAL. 

2. In this Ordinance-
.. district .. meClZls a Mty'lim Marriage District con-

stituted under section 3; 
If Divrrce Officer" means a person appointed to be a 

Muslim Divorce Officer in accordance with set{tion 5: 
.. Marriage Officer" a person appointed to 

be a Muslim Marriage Officer 10 accordance with 
section 5; 

" Registrar" means a Registrar of Muslim Marriages 
appointed under section 4; 

"Registrar .General " means the Registrar General 
of Muslim Marriages and Divorces appointed under 
section 4, 

3. The Governor may by proclamation divide the Colony 
into Muslim Marriage districts for the purposes of this 

6 See R,C, 25,6,1936 for Muslim'Marriage districts. 
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Ordinance and may from time to time by like proclamation 
alter such districts either by cbange of boundaries or by 
union or sub-division of districts or by the formation of 
new districts. 

4. The Governor may from time to time appoint a fit Appoint-
and prop'?T person to De the Registrar General of Muslim 
Marriages and Divorces fOT the Colony and a fit and proper and 
person to be Registrar of Muslim Marriages for each RegLstrars. 
district. 

• 

5. The in his discretion may from time to time Appoint-
appoint any fit and proper person, being a member of the 
Muslim community, to be a Marriage Officer or to be a Marriage 
Divorce Officer for the p.urposes of this Ordinance, and the Officers. 
Governor may. without assigI).ing any reason for so doing, 
cancel any such appointment. Every such appointment 
or cancellation thereof shall take effect on the date of 
publication of a notice ,:o that effect in the Royal Gazette. 

6. It shall be lawful for any Officer appointed under the Marriage 
last preceding section to act as a Marriage Officer in any 
district. part 01 the . 

7. Every District Registrar shall keep affixed in a 
conspicuous place in his a list containing the names 
and addresses of all Marriage Officers appointed under this 0,1 
O d· Marriage r mance. & Officen, 

PART I!. 
MARRIAGES. 

8. The requisites of a valid Muslim marriage under this Requisite. 
Ordinance are- of marriage. 

(a) that each of the parties belongs to and professes 
the Muslim faith or religion; 

(b) that each of the parties shall, as regards age, 
mental capacity and otherwise, be capable of contract-
ing. marriage; . 

(e) that the parties shall not by reason of anything 
contained in the Islamic la,,," relating to marriage be 
prohibited from marrying one another; 
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Age limit 
and consent. 

, , 
\ 

Consent to 
• marriage in 

certain 

that the parties, understanding the nature of the 
shall freely consent to marry one another; 

(e) that the marriage shall be effected by or before a 
person appointed as a Marriage Officer under the 
provisions of this Ordinance; . 

(f) that the marriage shall be registered in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Ordinance . .. 

9. The age at which a person, being a member of the 
Muslim Community, is capable of contractinr ... marriage 
shall be sixteen in the case of males and twelve in the case 
of females: • Provided that in the case of an intended marriage 
between persons either of whom, being a male is under 
twenty-one years of age or being a female is under eighteen 
years of age (not being a widower or widow), the consent 
to such marriage, of the father if living, or if the father shall 
be dead of the guardian or guarCians lawfully appointed 
or of one of them, and in case there be no such guardian 
then of the mother of such person so under age, and if there ... 
be no mother living then of such other person as may 
be appointed for the purpose by the Governor, shall be 
certified in writing "by the Marriage Officer by Cr before 
whom the marriage is effected upon the certificate of such 
marriage to be issued:" in acc jance with the provisions 
of this Ordinance. 

c ", 
. 

10. In case any person whose consent to a mamage is 
required in accordance with the preceding section is absent 
from the Colony or is unable or refuses to give such consent 
or is not of sound mind, it shall be lawful .for the 
desirous of contracting such marriage to apply to the 
Governor to appoint a person, being a member of the 
Mushm. Community, to examine into the circumstances of 
.such intended marriage, and if upon such examination by 
the person so appointed it shall appear to him that there 
are no reasonable objections to such intended marriage, he 
shall so formally declare in writJng and such declaration 
shall for the purposes of this Ordinance be deemed equivalent 
to such consent as aforesaid. 

,-



j 

• 

r 

.. 

. /" 
M 'uslim Jlifa"riage 'tuzd D ivorce Registration. [Ch.29. No. 4. 57 

11. If any persons shall intermarry otherwise J:ban in Marriages 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance, or if may 
the parties to any marriage are within the prohibited :':gistered. 
degrees of consanguinity or affinity according to the Islamic 
law relating to marriage, the marriage of such persons shall 
not be registered under the provisions of this Ordinance . 

12. (1) Immediately after a Muslim marriage has been 
effected by or before a Marriage Officer, he shall enter in a 
book to be supplied by the Registrar General and kept by "'""-
the MarriaGe Officer for that purpose (to be called the to 
" :Muslim Marriage Certificate Book ") a certificate in the 
prescri bed form of the said marriage, which shall be signed 
by such Marriage. Officer and by the parties to the marriage . 
and by two credible witnesses, and such Marriage Officer 
shall enter up in the :counterfoil the prescribed particulars 
and sign the same. 

(2) Every Marriage Officer shall, within seven days of 
a Muslim marriage being eifected by or before him, t ransmit 
to the District Registrar the certificate referred to in the 
preceding subsection together with the prescribed fee. 

(3) Upon receipt of the said certificate the District · 
Registrar,eif it appears to him.that the requisites of a valid 
Muslim marriage have been complied with and that the 
consent of any person requir by to consent 
to such marriage has been obtained, shall countersign the 
certificate so forwarded and transmit the s(\IDe to the. 
Registrar General for registration. 

(4) Every Marriage Officer who, without reasonable 
cause or excuse, shall fail to transmit to the District 
Registrar any certificate in accordance witll the provisions 
of this section together with the prescribed fee shall, on 
summary conviction, be liable for each offence to a fine of 
fifty dollars. • 

13. (1) Any Muslim marriage, which was entered into Registration 
prior to the commencement of this Ordinance between of 
Muslims domiciled in the Colony at the date of such marriage to!lll-

• and which marriage is still subsisting and is valid according 'fD:.ment 
the Islamic law relating to marriage, may be registered 0 mance . 

• 
• 
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under this Ordinance in accordance with the provisions 
contained. 

(2) The parties to such prior marriage shall attend 
together ,d tll a :Marriage Officer before a District Registrar 
and such parties shall. in the presence of and before the 
District Registrar, make a declaration in the form pre-
scribed which declaration shall be certified by the Marriage 
Officer in the manner prescribed. 

(3) If it appears to the District Registrar that the 
requisites of a valid Muslim marriage were complied with at 
the date it was contracted and that such prior-marriage is 
still subsisting he shall transmit the declaration to the 
Registrar General for registration. 

of 14. (1) The Registrar General shall file in his office all 
certificates and declarations of Muslim marriages which shall 

tion be transmitted to him, and shall forthwith register in a book 
in the prescribed fonn to be kept in his office for such 

General. purpose and to be called the "<Muslim Marriage Register 
Book" particulars of every certificate and declaration of a 
Muslim marriage which shall be filed in his office, and every 
entry so made shall be dated on the day on which it is so 
entered and shall be signed by the Registrar General, and 
such book shall be kept in such manner as is besc suited for 
easy reference thereto. 

(2) Upon suctr registraG"on by the Registrar General, 
and upon Rayment of the prescribed fee, he shall issue and 
transmit · t f:} the parties to the marriage a certificate of 
registration of the marriage in the prescribed fQrnf, and in the 
case of a marriage effected after the commencement of this 
Ordinance he shall send a notification of the fact and date of 
registration to the Marriage Officer by or before whom the 
mar"iage was effected, who shall thereupon enter such 
particulars in the space provided for the purpose in the 
col1nterfoil of the Muslim Marriage Certificate Book. 

15. The children of any Muslim marriage registered in 
the provisions of. this OrdinaJ.1ce be 

ma.niage 10 legItImate, and In the case of the children of a pnor marnage 
ngisteftd. registered by virtue of section 13 the date of such legitima-

tion shall be the date of registration of such prior marriage : 

(' 
t 



i • 

'I . 
1y1 Marriage 'und Divorce Registration. [Ch. 29. No.4. 

Provided that such legitimation in respect of each child of 
such prior marriage shall have effect as from the of the 
birth of each such child: . 

Provided furthE:f that the provisions of this section shall 
not operate to alter the status of any child deemed legiti-

59 

• mate by virtue of any other law. 

16. The Legitimation Ordinance, save and except sec- Aptcation 
tions 3 and 10 thereof, shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to gitimo.. 
persons by reason of registration of marriage 
under the pl'ovisions of this Ordinance. 

PART III. 

DIVORCES. 

17. Part III. of this Ordinance shall apply to all divorces, -",petion 
dissolutions and annulmer:ts of marriages between Muslims of III. 
(hereinafter referred to as "divorces ") effected after the 
commencement of this Ordinance, and all such divorces, if 
effected by or before a Divorce Officer according to the 
Islamic law of divorce, dissolution and annulment of marriage 
and are re'6istered in accordance with the provisions of this 
Part of this Ordinance, shall be deemed to be valid for all 
purposes as from the date cUregistration, notwithstanding 
that any Muslim marriage so dissolved or annulled may have 
been registered in accordance with any other relating 
to the re€i?tration of marriages. 

18. Immediately after the absolute dissolution or annul-
ment of any Muslim marriage by or before a Divorce Officer, 
he shall ' enter in a book to be supplied by the Registrar 
General and kept by the Divorce Officer for that p\lI'Rose 
(to be calle!i the .. Muslim Divorce Certificate Book ,t a 
certificate in the prescribed form of the dissolution or 
annulment of such marriage which shall be signed by the 

.Divorce Officer and by the party applying for the divorce, 
and such signatures be witnessed by two credible 

• witnesses. The Divorce Officer shall also enter up in the 
<counterloil the prescribed particulars and sign the 

f) 

• 
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Tn.osmiuiOD 19. /) Divorce Officer shall, within seven days of the 
•• absolute dissolution or annulment of a Muslim marriage by to egi!tnr 
General. or before him, transmit to the Hegistrar General the 

cer tificate referred to in the preceding section together with 
an application for registration by the Divorce Officer accom-
panied by the prescribed fee. 

Filill of 
certiNcate 
and regIs-
tration of 
divorce by 
Registrar 

20. (1) Upon receipt of any certificate and application for 
registration of a divorce, the Registrar General, If it appears 
t o him that such are in order, shall file in his office the 
application and certificate, and shall forthwitH' register in a 
book in the prescribed form to be kept in his office for such 
purpose and to be called the "Muslim Divorce Regist er 
Book" particulars of every certificate of a Muslim divorce 
which shall be filed in his office, and every entry so made 
shall be dated on the day on which it is so entered and shall 
be signed by the Registrar General and such book shall be 
.kept in such manner as is best suited for easy reference 
thereto. 

(2) Upon such registrat ion as aforesaid, the RegiEtrar 
General shall transmit to the Divorce Officer notification of 
the fact and date of registration of the divorce, and the 
Divorce Officer shall thereupon enter such partiqllars in the 
space provided for the purpose in the counterfoil of the 
Muslim Divorce Certificate 

21. Reg&tration under this of any Muslim 
divorce shall not be effected later than one mon :1 from the 

may be date on which the absolute dissolution or annulment of the 
efl'ectcd. marriage was effected by or before the Divorce Officer . 

Correction 
of clerical 
errors in 
Registe r •• 

PART IV. , 
MI SCELLANEOUS. 

22. The Registrar General may correct any clerical error 
in any cer tificate of marriage or certificate of divorce filed 
in his office and in the Muslim Marriage or Muslim Divorce 
Register Books and shall authenticate every such correction 
by his signat ure and the date of such correction . 

( 

.. 
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23. (1) Upon payment of the prescribed iees, the Regis- Sean:hes in 
trar General shall at all reasonable times allow to Retster:s 
be made in the Muslim Marriage or Muslim Divorce Register 
Books and shall give certified copies therefrom. 

(2) Any copy certified under the hand of the Registrar 
General to be a correct copy of any entry in the Muslim 

• Marriage or Muslim Divorce Register Books shall be admis-
sible as evidence of the registration of the marriage or the 
divorce to which it relates in all courts or before any person 
now or hereafter having by law Of consent of parties 
authority receive, and ,examine evidence. 

24. All prescribed applications, certificates and entries in Use of 
register books shall be in the. English language. 

A Marriage Officer or a Divorce Officer , who is unable to 
wI'ite, but able to read, the English language may cause the 
particulars required in the certificates and entries in the 
Register Books to be writf(.en in the English language in his 
presence by another person, but such Officer must neverthe-
l ess sign the certificates and entries in the Register Books. 

25. Every person who shall knowingly and wilfully make False oath 
any false i7ath , affidavit or declaration, or sign any false or statement. 
application, notice or certificate required by tbis Ordinance, 
for the purpose of t he of ant marriage or divorce, 
and every person who shall wilfully make, or cause to be 
made, for the purpose of being inserted in an)Oregister of 
marriages o r divorces, any false statement touching any of 
the particulars required to be known and registered, shall on 
being convicted thereof be subject to the same pains and 
penalties as if he were guilty of perju ry. 

26. Every person who shall knowingly and wilfully forge or 
or alter or fqlsely make, or proCure to be forged or altered 
or falsely made, or shall offer: utter or dispose of, knowing book. notice, 
the same to have been forged or altered or falsely made, any etc. 
Iegister book or any notice, licence, certificate, entry or 

. statement mentioned in this Ordinance, or any certified copy 
• thereof Tespectively. or shall wilfu lly insert or cause to be 

inserted in any register book or certified copy thereof any 
I) 

• 
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Dt:stroying 
or injuring 
rCll is ter 
boolr, ('te. 

Limitation. 

Di!opOSal of 
f .. · s. 

Regulations. 

Schedule, 

false eilliry of marriage or divorce, or shall wilfully give any 
false certificate, or shall certify any writing to be a copy or 
extract of any register book, knowing the same to be false 
in any part thereof, or shall forge or counterfeit the seal of 
the Registrar General. shaJJ be gnilty of felony and liable to 
imprisonment for seven years. 

27. Every person who shall unlawfully and maliciously 
destroy or injure, or cause to be destroyed or injured. any 
register book or any notice, licence, certificate, entry or 
statement mentioned in this Ordinance, or any & rtified copy 
thereof respectively, shall be guilty of felony, and liable to 
imprisonment for three years. 

28. No prosecution under this Ordinance shall be com-
menced after the expiration of three years from the com-
mission of the offence nor without the written consent of the 
Atomey General. -

29. All fees received by the Registrar General or District 
Registrars under this Ordinance shall be paid into the 
Treasury for the use of the Colony. ... 

.t ("' 
30. The Governor in Council may make such regulations 

as may beullecessary for the proper carrying out of the 
provisions of this Ordinance and more may 
prescribe-

(a) the place or places at ·which shall be situate the 
offices of the several District Registrars; 

(b) the form of any certificate, register . or other 
document required for the purpose of this Ordinance: 

(c) the conditions under which registers or other 
documents may be inspected; . 

(<I) the fees to be paid in respect of anything required 
or permitted to be done under the provisions of this 
Ordinance, and provision for their remission on account 
of the poverl.y of the parties or for other good reason : 

Provided that, until varied or revoked by any such 
l 

( 
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, 
regulations, the regulations contained 10 the Srhedule 
hereto shall be in force. 

63 

31. Sections 13, 14 and 16 to 23 inclusive of the Immi- Sections 13, 
gratian (Indian) OrdiI1ance, shall as f:rom the 1st of July, :: 
1936, no longer apply to an immigrant, as defined in section 12 
of that Ordinance. who belongs to 'he Muslim faith or 
religion, and to that extent the said sections are hereby not to ,:pply 
modified : Provided that such modification shall not in any to M\I5luns. 
manner affect the validity of any recoru Of entry lawfully 
made in any"legister or of any act or thing lawfully made in 
any register or of any act or thing lawfully done under and 
by virtue of the of the said 'sections. . . 

.. -" .. , . 

SCHEDULE. , . 
Part I.-General. 

1. These may be cited as the Muslim Marriage and Divorce 
Regulations. . _ ' 

2. The feeS set for'tll'in' Part JI oHills Schedule shall be payable in 
respect of theJ11atters .therein specified. i 

3. The fonns set forth in Part III of this Schedule shall be the ronns to 
be used in respect of specifiei. 

u 

" Part n.-Fees. 

Marriage registration fee ... ... .. . ... ... . .. 
(Payable to -District by Marriage Officer on trans-

mitting certificate of l;l1!1fi1age.) . 
On issue of certificate of registration of marriage .. . 
Divorce registration fee ... ....... ... ... ... 

(payable to Registrar General by the Divorce Officer trans-
mitting certificate of divorce.) 

F ...... y search in any register book 
certified f.opy of any entry 

• 

\ 

\.60 
1.60 

,24 
'.48 
I 

• 
• 

-
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Part IlI.-FOrnls. 

CoLONY ("OF TaUU OAO "tlO To .... ao. 

THE MUSLIM MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE REGISTRATION ORDINANCE. 

Declaration requIred by aectJon 13 (1). 

Date and place 
of maniage. 

. HUllband'tJ name 
and ate at 

date of n .'arriage. 

I. of and I 
doclare as folloWll:-

Wife's name 
and age at 

date of marriage. 

Names IUld dates of 
births of children 

aDd deathl, i1 any. 

bU wife respecUvcly do solemn:, and aiDcereJ.y 

. 1. The details of the marriage set above arc true and liuch mlU'liaBe was 
accordance with the law rt-... ting to maniage. 
2. That at the date of such marriage we were domiciled in the Colony. 
3. That ;::'ch marri:1£e is still subsisting according to the Islamic I;l.w at the 

date hereunder written. 
Dei:!ilred at this day of , 19 

Herort me, 
Dil/,ia Rlgill/'II' of Mlislim lI[a"iaces. · 

t, of a Muslim Maniagt: Officer appointed under thu Muslim 
Marriage and Divorce Registration Ordlnnnctl do hereby certify as follows:-

1. That the parties to ti le marriage spccified above are desirlous of regist.erlng 
marriage under the said Ordinance. . 

2. That I have enquired into the circumstances of such maniage a lld to the 
I,)est of my knowledge, informatiun and belief the details specified above are 
-me and that such marriq;e W;l$ in accordance with the Islamic law and Is 
t."ti ll lubsisting between thc said partiC3 at the datc hereunder written. 

this day 01 , 19 

Witness 
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No. 

CouDterfoil. 

Marriage District 

Date of Marriage 

Place of 

Husband', Name and age 

Wife 's Name and age 

Witnesses' names-
t" 
(2) 

• 

Certificate fom'arded to 
Registra r at 

on day 
of 

1)[ 
MlJrriage OJliur. 

- Registered this 
day of ,19 

• Date of Registration of 
MtuTiage by Registru 
General to be filled In 
subsequently by Marriage 
OfficuaodTed by him. 

T.-IV. 

• , 

No. 

COLOl'iY OF TRI N I DAD AXD T08AGO. 

THE MUSLIM MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 
REGISTRATION ORDINANCE. 

MUSlim Certlftcate Book . 

• • , • , •• "I • 
l' oOa .. o • :::l" ... -Ao •• • ... o. •• •• .-.. '.0 .so :t. 

0 .0· o • 0 Z 0 Z 0 • • --C--

Signature of parliC1l to the Marriage (I) 
(2J 

Signature of Wit nesses ..• (11 
• (2) 

, 
0 

"O.!i :i-; 
lit 

c3 

I of a Muslim Marriage Officer. 
certify tha t a ) lalTia.ge between the 
parties in aeeordance with the hlamlc La.w of 
Marriage and the provisions of the Muelim Marri:l.ge 
and Divore!! Registration Ordinance, was entered into 
before me this dnyof , 19 

Signa/ur' of Jl.fal'Tial' Offia,·, 

Signature of District Rqisuv foc the Marriaso 
Dinrict of 

D." 
5 

(Section 
12 (1).) 
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o OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

THE MUSLIM MARRIAGE AND DI VORCE REG IS:TRAT ION ORDINANCE. 
Muslim Marrlage Register Dook. 

Recisiered No. 

_ Regi5tered this day of • 19 

Ma.rriagc District 

.' o· 
• . s . 

RtgiS#(Jr Ge"eTal of Muslim Mnrritlgu tI:Jd DilltJf'us. 

N.B.- In the case 01 11 prior marriage the details to l>e entered shall be tbose as ' 
shown hy t he declnnllion ando:ertificate. :V 

COLON Y OF TRI1"IOAO ASD TOUAGO. 

THE MUSLIM MARJUAGE AND DIVORCE REG ISTRATION ORDINANCE. 
CertI ftcate of Regis tration of Marriage. 

This is to certify that a marriage toted into before" 
the day of , 19 • at between 

of was dil ly registered in accordance with 
Muslim Marriage and Ch'orec Regt,tration Ordinance on the 
19 

D ... 
Marriage Officer on 

of and 
the provisions 01 the 

dayof 

ReCis/'Il' GelU:'ll l of Musli m Jif ll rriagts . .. 
• Omit the name of the Marriage Officer, in the ease of a prior marriage. 

J 

• 
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No. 

Counterfoil. 

Date of Marriage 

Place 01 Marriage 

Husband's name and age 

Wife', name and age 

Date of Dissolution of 
marriage 

\Vltnesses' names-
(I) 
(2) 

Si,nlllu" of DivOTU Offiur. 

. Si,"al,mJ of Wilnusu (ll 
(2 • 

-Registered this 
. day of , 19 

-Date of registration of Di-
vorce by Registrar General 

- to be I\11e4 in subsequently 
.)ry DIVORCI O1!icer. 

• 

Ko. 

CoLONY OF TRINIDAD A)lU 

THE MUSLIM MA.RRIACE A." J) UI VORCE 
REGISTRATION 

Muslim Dlvor« Certificate Book. 

• " , . . . I'l:; . '5] . . . .' , "0"8 ... -0 -0 • • 'C, 

i:l !I ! 2 ... "" .- . ,,' • 

• 
.. 

... 
Sigmltwn 0/ ptlTly applyin,lfYf Divo,t:c . 

I of certify that a marriage lub-
sisting between the above mentioned parties both 
01 whom are of the MUlIlim Faith or Religion has 
this day been absolutely dissolved in accordance 
with the Islamic law r elating to the dissolution of 
Muslim Marriages_ 

Dated this day of • 19 
S;gtlluur. 0/ Dilloru 

SipatuTe of Witnesses. 

m 
5 (2) 

67 

(Section -18_) 



.. . 

68 

(Section 
20 (t).) . 

• 

<I 
Ch. 29. No.4.] Muslim Nlarriage and Dworce Registration. 

• COLONY OF TRII' I O.4.D ,!.NO TOBAGO. 

THE MUSLIM MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE REGISTRATIOK ORDlNANCE. 
Muslim Divorce Realster BOOk. 

Regislel'cd No. 

Date and Husband's Occupation 
flace of marne and of husband 

?o amage. . ,. and address. 

-

I 

Name 01 party applying for divorce 

Name of Divorce Officer certifying 
dissolution 01 the Marriage 

an,d date o f dissolution 

. Registered this day of 

Wife's Name of father 
Dame and of husband 

age . and address. 

• 

Name of father 
of wife 

and address. 

• 

Registrar G.lncrol of M1l,lim J)/on'iagcs ond 

-' 

o 

o 


