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No. 10. Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic. 

TRIN IDAD AND TOBAGO. 
[Published as a Supplement to the "Royal Gazette" issued on the 

17th day of June, 1937.] 

[L.S.] 

" 
J 

'M. FLETCHER, 

1937. 

12th June, 1937, 

17th June, 1937. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Motor Vehicles 9-nd 
, Road Traffic Ordinance, 1934. 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice of the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows ;- ' 
", 

1. This Ordinance may be, cited as the Motor Vehicles Short title. ' 
and Road Traffic (Amendment}, Ordinance; 1937, and shall 
be construed as one with the "Motor Vehicles and Road No. 

TraffiC Ordinance, 1934, hereink£ter referred to as the 
Principal Ordinance. \" . 

2.-(1) Sub-section (1) of of the Principal Sec. 3.W,of 
Ordinance is hereby amended by adding\at the end thereof 
the following : _ \." amended • 

, J , ' 

. . The Governor may appOInt any perspn to act In the 
place of the Chairman or any other 'member of the 
Board in case of his absence or inability to act as 
such Chairman or other member. The Board may 
act py any five of their members and may so act 

I 
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notwithstanding any vacancy the numper of 
members constituting the Board. The Board shall 
have· the power to regulate their procedure. 

, (2) The, following sub-sections numbered (3) and (4) 
shall be added to and form part of Section 3 of the Principal 
Ordinance :....:... 

(3) The Board shall hear and determine any 
Kppeal, submitted by any aggrieved person against 
any order or decision of the Licensing Authority, or 
of a Licensing Officer, and the Board's decision 
thereon\shall be.final and conclusive. 

(4) \fhe Board shall perform such other duties 
as are assigned to them by this Ordinance and the 
Regulatidns made hereunder or by any order of the 
Governor 'in Executive Council. 

" 
\ 

3. Sub-section (2) of Section 9 of the Principal Ordinance 
is hereby repealed',and replaced by the following:-'--

(2) No \fee on registration shall be charged in 
respect of following:.:-. 

(a) Any motor vehicle or trailer which is the 
,. property .of the Government or any' City or 

'f}l d: -3( d':J 'bf 2> r 
Borough Council; ',' - ' 

(b) The p :n;lOtor car (limited only) of 
the C Isular representative 0 a foreign 
countryw. hich grants a similar concession 

" to Britisl Consular representatives 
(c) Any motor", vehicle specially exempted by an . 

order of the Governor in Executive Council 
on accounf\ of its being owned by a public 
body or of its being used for any charitable, 
philanthropic., or other public purpose. 

The exemption \p.ereby granted from payment 
of the registration in respect of a vehicle shall 
cease whenever the \\ condition such 
exemption ceases to apply to that vehicle. 

\, 

Sec. 11 of the , 4.-(1) Paragraph (a) of Section 11 (1) of the Principal 
Principal Ordinance, as substituted by \;3ection 5 of 
Ordinance ' 
amended. No.2 of 1936, is hereby amende<;i by deleting therefrom 

the word" who ". \, 
\ 

\ 
\ 
\. 
.\, 

-I, 
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(5) of Section 11 of the Principal 
Ordinance;\as amended by Section 5 of Ordinance No. 2 
of 1936, is amended by adding at the end thereof 
the following': - _ 

Provided that no such order shall be made if 
the Magistrate is satisfied that such licence duty 
has been paid subsequent to the commission of 
the offence. . 

1937 .. 

5 S t · 12 f th\" P' . 1 0 d' d d Seo. 12 of . IOn o. e.... rmclpa r m,:nce, as amen e the Principai 
by SectIon 6 of Ordmance No.2 of 1936, IS hereby repealed Ordinance 

d 1 d b th f 11 " . replaced. an rep ace yeo my-mg :-. _ 
\ 

, 12.-(1 ) Save . a§ is hereinafter In this section of 
.provided-- \, certain motor 

vehicles and 
(a) no motor vehicle or trailer exceeding the trailers. 

maximum gross weight of 5 tons, 
(b) no motor 'vehicle or trailer all the wheels _ of 

which are not fitte;d with pneumatic tyres; 
(c) after the 31st 1938, no trailer 
. running on more tharLtwo wheels or carrying 

any load other than an indivisible load, 
shall be used upon any ari<I- no licence or perrn,it 
shall be issued in respect thereb,f. 

(2)' The Dir'ector of' and Transport 
may grant a special permit-l&!.h.e J-tJ j 

goods. vehicle or - .. eying . J:eavy ell b'\" 3. 7 . J 7 s 8 
machmery or other artIcles In excess of the maXImum"'l . 
gross weight of five tons, subject to conditions 
'as may be specified in the permit, payment 
of a special fee calculated at the rate of cents 
per mile or part of a mile to be travelle'<i for each 
ton or part of a ton of the gross weight to be 
transported in excess of the maximum weight . 
for which such tractor', goods vehicle or hailer is 
licensed.' .. . 

(3) The Director of Works and 
may grant a special permit Jo the ownerqf any "-
machine used for industrial purposes to enably such 
machine to be moved from one place to the bther, 
subject to such conditions as may be in 
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lhe permit, and on payment of a special fee 
cp1culated at the, rate of six cents per mile or part 
of a mile to be travelled for each ton or part of a 
tOIt of the gross weight to be transported: Provided 

the Director of and Transport may 
redu\:e by not more than 50 per cent. the special 
fees Playable under this sub-section when the permit 
is in respect of a machine which is fitted 
entirely with pneumatic tyres. 

\(4) Notwiths.tanding the issue of any permit 
under :srlp-sections (2) and (3) of this section, no 
fee shall payable in respect of road rollers, orin 
respect of Ulotor vehicles using roads which are not 
maintained\at the public expense, nor in any case 

. when the distance travelled along a public road 
does not one-half of a mile. 

\ . 
(5) Th,e Director of Works and Transport 

may grant a special permit to the owner of a six-
wheeled motor of a maximum gross weight 
not exceeding tons or of a four-wheeled trailer 
for the use of suc;p. vehicle on public roads within 
the limits 9f a· property, subject' to such; : 
conditions as nlay be\specifiedin the 
that the gross on any axle of such vehicle 
shall at no time 3t tons. 

\ 

(6) Any to whom a permit has been 
granted under this secth;m who fails to observe any 
of the conditions specified in such permit shall be 
liable on summary by a Magistrate to 
a penalty not exceeding forty-eight dollars, and in 
addition he shall be for any' damages 
occasioned by his neglect 01\ failure to observe any 
of such condjJions. \ . 

(V""'..JL . - - - - .,. \ 
\. 

I{ 
fi a, 

Section 16 of the Prindpal Ordinance is hereby 
amended by inserting the words " or 'suspend" after the 
word " cancel " in the first line thereofl and by inserting 
the words " or suspended" after the word " cancelled " 

Sec. 16 of the 
'Principal 
Ordinance 
amended. 

in the tenth line thereof. \ . 
\ 

" 

'\. 
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\.7. Section 19 of the Principal Ordinance is 
and replaced by the following:-

1937. 
hereby Se? of the 

Prmclpal 
Ordinance 
replaced. 

"". - (1) Every niotor vehicle and trailer licence Licence duties. 
issued·shall be in the prescribed form, and the . 

to" be paid on such licences shall be as set 
out in the'Irirst Schedule to this Ordinance: 

Providedi,hat if the Licensing Officer is satisfied 
that the motor\vehicle or trailer had not been used 
on a road previ61;lsly during the current year, the 
following percentage only of the full annual duty 
shall be payable, where a licence is issued-

\, 

(a) in the second q'u;arter of'a year, eighty per 
cent. of the duty \ .' 

\ 
(b) in the third quarter\?f a year, sixty per cent. 

of the duty ;\" 
< (c) in the last quarter of thirty per cent. 

of the duty. \, 
'\ 

'; 
(2) No licence duty shall be, payable in respect 

of any vehicle which is exempt registration or 
from payment of registration fee vnder Section 9 of 
this Ordinance so long as the justifying 
such exemption continues. "-

'\ 
(3) The Licensing Authority\ may ip. his 

discretion authorize in regard to any\ motor vehicle 
or trailer which has not been used fOl\ a continuous 
period of at least three months in\any year or 
which has been rendered permanently up.serviceable 
or which has been permanently remove,d from the 
Colony, a rebate ot such proportion of lkence 
'duty paid in respect of such vehicle as he\thinks fit 
but not exceeding one-twelfth of the anmif1l licence 
duty for each complete month during which such 
vehicle was not in use, and the Treasurer \3hall on 
the certitkate of the Licensing Authority to 
the person named the certificate the 
certified for rebate. I 

I j 
/ ! 

.j 
I 
I 
I 
i 
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8. '$ection 27 of the Principal Ordinance IS hereby 
repealed and replaced by the fallowing :-

. International 27.-(1) he owner of any m. a r vehicle in Certificates 
and Tempo- respect of wh ch an International ce ificate tor a 

motor vehicle has been issued, elsewl re than in 
vehicles, this'\ Colony, u der any International onvention 

to the, 'nternational circulation of motor 
.J {\ 2> (V to whic this Colony shall have adhered 

'\ 0.. 3 , \ 0 may, suc certiticate remains v id, be 
exempt{(d from an requirement to register r hold 
a in respec of such motor vehicle i this 
Colony ·fQr a period at exceeding three month' and 
subject tb\ such can 'tioDs as may be prescribe 

\ . 
(2) a motor. vehicle is brought into the 

.Colony for t:p.e purpose of being used by the owner 
during a visit! and the owner of such motor vehicle 
does not hold\p.n International certificate as afore-
said, the Aut.hority may issue a temporary 
licence to use the motor vehicle wjthout. registration 
Or payment of a:p.y fee. for not more than three 
months and subjeGt to such conditions as may be 
prescribed, '., . . 

(3) No motor in respect of which an 
International certifica.te or temporary licence', has 
been issued shall be used in this Colony for hire or 
trade purposes nor the' owner has complied 
with the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Insurance 
(Third Party Risks) Ordinance, 1933. . 

(4) Where a person i:O:"Jhis Colony desires to use 
a motor vehicle in any country whkh shall 
have adhered to any Inteil;lational Convention as. 
aforesaid, he shall apply to t1}e Authorjty 
in the prescribed manner an International 
certificate jn respect of the motor vehicle. 

(5) The Licensing Authority shall have power, 
subject to such conditions as may from time to time 
be prescribed, to issue International certificates for .. ' 
motor vehicles in accordance with International 

\. 
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Convention as aforesaid. Before issuing the 
certifiCate the applicant must satisfy the Licensing 
Authoritythat the motor vehicle complies with the 
requirements of the said Convention, and for such 
purpose the Licensing Authority may require an 
Examining to examine the motor vehicle 
and report thereon. 

(6) The Licensing Authority shall keep a record 
of all International certificates for motor vehicles 
and temporary licences)ssued by him, and of all 
motor vehicles being used in the Colony under the 
authority of International certificates issued in other 
countries. . 

1937. 

9. Sub-section (1) of Section 28 of the Principal Ordinance Sec, 28 (1) of 
is hereby amended by adding at tlfe end thereof the 
following: "and liable to a penalty\not exceeding two amended. 
hundred and forty dollars: Provided th.at if the offender 
has been previously refused a driving permit or is' 
disqualified for holding or obtaining a driving permit he 
may be arrested forthwith without a warrartt and he shall 
on summary conviction be liable to impriso:h;ment with or 
without hard labour for a period not exceeding months or 

, to a penalty not exceeding four hundred and eignty dollars".' 
10. Sect jon 41 ot the PrincIpal Ordinance \is hereby Sec. 41 of the 

amended by deleting therefrom the following "\words-
" but may be renewed subject to the provisions of Section 3In,mended. 
of this Ordinance ". . \. . I 

11. Section 43 of the Principal Ordinance is Sec, 43 uf the 
repealed and replaced by the following. : - ." P rin.ci pal , Orclumnce \ replacecl. 

43.-(1) On or after the expiration of a 
Permit by effluxion of time and on applicationib. yon the of . new clrrvmg 
the holder thereof for the issue of a new drivin,g 

't th L' " Off' h 11 b" li" eXpIratIOn of perml, e lcenslnglcer sa, su ] ect to former one. 
provisions of Section 31 of thi'3 Ordinance and df 
this Section, issue a new permit to the applicantl 

(2) It shall be lawful for the Licensing Authority\ 
to refuse to issue a driving permit to an applicant \ 
who has, withIn the three years preceding the \ 
application, been conviCted of Manslaughter arising ; 
out of the use of any motor vehicle or of any offence \, 

l 
j 
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, 
\ under Sections 45 or 46 of this Ordinance or of 
\fepeated offences under anyone or more of the other 
Sections 0f this Ordinance or of the Regulations 
clade under this Ordinance. 

\ (3) Any applicant aggrieved by any act, order, 
or refusal of the Licensing Authority or of a 
Licehsing Officer rna y appeal to the Trinidad 

Board whose decision shall be final. 
\ 

Sec, 43A added 12. Section numbered 43A shall be inserted 
in and par'i; of the Ordinance:-

Temporary 
Driving . 
Permits, and 
In tercolonial 
Driving 
Permits 

" \ ,. '. 

, 4qA. It shall be lawful for the Licensing 
Authortty fQ grant a temporary driving permit for 
any peliod \not exceeding three months to any 

same,. wheIl: it is she'Yll t? . his < 

the applIcant IS a bona VIsItor 
to the Colony. Sp.ch temporary driving permit may 
be granted With OJ' without any driving test on the 
part of the or without his required 
to supply photograP1?-s, but shall be subJect to such 
conditions as may, bt\ stipulated on the' permit and 

, to,the payment. of prescribed fee.", , 
.... Q. ... J. &.U",1r (2) The holder\'t\i\\an driving 

I <\ gr permit issued, elsewhere\ in this Colony a:r;d in 
'. -b accordance WIth the pro,\:;ls\f>ns of any InternatlOnal 

Convention with respect fq t4e international circula-
tion of motor vehicles to this Colony shall 
have adhered, shall whilst\ s;uch perrilit remains 
valid, be exempted from any\ \equirement to hold 
a driving permit under this Ordj,nance to drive in 
this Colony: Provided that he s\ia}l only be entitled 
to drive in this Colony a motor of the class 
for whicJ: he h.olds d!ive in 
country In WhIch hIS InternatIOnal\ 
was issued. , \ \, 

(3) Where a person in this ColdV-:h desires to 
drive a motor vehicle in any othe! which" 
shall have adhered to any InternatIOnal 
as aforesaid, he shall apply to the . 
in the . prescribed manner, for an InterJ;tational 

\. 
\\ 

I, 
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1?ermit. The must. comply with 
the reqt:!;Irements of the saId ConventIOn and shall, 
in additrQn to such other particulars as may be 
required \py: the· Licensing. Authority, satisfy the 
latter thai\,fie'c holds a valid driving permit issued 
in this that he is ordinarily resident in 
this Colony. \\ Licensing Authority shall have 
power to issue, Iftternational driving permits in. 
accordance witll\,.anY", International Convention as 
aforesaid and on \paYIp.ent of the prescribed fee .. 
Such permits suspended by a Court, 
remain in effect for "twehze months from the date 
of issue. \1, \ 

'\\, 
\. 

(4) The Licensing .. uthority shall keep a. 
register of all holders in tNs of valid Inter-
na.tional driving permits isfued thCl;n in 
thIS Colony, and of all hoJders 
driving permits and tempqrary perJnits issued 
to him. '\.- . 

'" "-\, , 
13. Sub-section (1) of Section 44 the Principal Sec. 44 (1) of 

Ordinance is hereby amended by adding at\the end thereof 
the following-" and shall be liable to a fine\not exceeding amended. 
one hundred and twenty dollars and to be' for 
holding or obtaining a driving permit for su6h period as 
the Court shall think fit." \, ", '\ 

\ ';., 
14. Sub-section (2) of Section 45 

Ordinance is hereby repealed and 
following ;-

of the Bfin<:;ipaI Sec. (2)6f 
replaced by the 

';, replaced. 

MiJ&L _ 

(2) A person convicted of, an offence \nder Disqualifi. 
this section shall, without prejudice to the pt>wer 
of the Court to order a longer period of disqucl,lifi-
cation, be disqualified for a period of twelve morlths 
from the date of the conviction for holding \or 
obtaining a driving permit, and on a second convictiop 
for a like offence he shall be permanently disqualifie(l 
for holding or obtaining a driving permit. i 
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Sec. 46 (2) and \:].5. Sub-sections (2) and (3) of Section 46 of the Principal 
Or'¢linance are hereby repealed, sub-section (4) shall be 

Ordinance num, bered (3) and the following shall be inserted as sub-replaced. 

Disq ualifi-
cation from 
driving upon 
conviction. 

Sec. 47 of 
the Principal 
Ordinance 
replaced. 
Careless 
driving. 

Sec. 56 of the 
Principal 
Ordinance 

section (2) of the said section :-
(2) A person convicted of an offence under 

this section shall, without prejudice to the power 
of the Court to order, a longer period of disqualifi-
cation, be disqualified for a period of six months 

.... from the date of the conviction for holding or 
obtaining a driving permit, and ana third conviction 
for a like offence he shall be permanently disqualified 
for holding or obtaining a driving permit. 

16. Section 47 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby 
repealed and replaced by the following:-

.47. If any person drives a motor vehicle on a 
road without due care and attention or without 
reaso:nable consideration for other persons using the 
road he shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be 
liable "to a fjne not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty"dollars and to be disqualified for holding or 
obtaining a driving permit for such period as the 
Court shall think fit: Provided that on a second 
or subsequent conviction for a like offence the 
period ()fdisqualification shall be not less than 
one month: 

17. Section 56 of the Principal OrdinanGe is hereby 
repealed and replaced by the following :-

5W)The Court before which a person is convicted 
Court to order of any offence in connection with the driving of a disqualifica-
tionfrom motor vehicle may, in addition to any other penalty 

provided fQr such offence, order that the offender 
be disqualified for a stated period or permanently 

permits. for obtaining a driving permit either generally or 
. . . . limited to the driving of a motor of any 

'. .' particUlar class or des't::ription, and it the offender 
n uA (M.Arkd '. holds a . permit tlle Court endorse upon d 3T WllQ2>?Y.': the.vermlt parhculars 
f 3 U \ :. and. when. an order IS made 
, such permIt shall be forfeIted and returned to the 

· Licensing Authority. \\ , (D \ 
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';,. 

70 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby of the 
:amendecL,py at the end of the ninth line after the 
words "faiJs to do so" the following words "within amended. 
four days of his being notified of such request" . 

, 19. Sub-section (2) of Section 74 of the Principal Ordi- Sec. 74 (2) of . 11 b "1 d dId b h . 11' the Principal mance IS ere y repea e an rep ace y t e fo owmg: - Ordinance 
(2) A h f il . 1 replaced . . , ny pe:r,son w 0 a s or OmIts to comp y 

with a request to proceed to the nearest weighbridge 
as aforesaid shall be guilty of an offence and may 
be arrested forthwith without a warrant and he 
shall on summary conviction be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding forty-eight. dollars. The vehicle or 

,trailer may be detained at,the expense and risk of 
the owner and taken to a for safekeeping until 
such request is complied with, and any excess load 
found on weighing shall first he" removed before the 
yehicleor trailer is permitted\.to proceed on its 
Journey .. 

\ 
\ 

. 20. The following sub-paragraph shall, be added to (p) of 
paragraph (P) of Section 77 of the Principal Ordinance :-

, , 1. extended. " 
(X) ,granting limited or exclusive cqncessions to 

operate motor omnibuses and conditions 
under which such concessions may \pe granted. 

'\ . 

21. The following Sections shall be added to\,and form Sees. 80 and 81 
t f th P · . 1 0 d' 1, added to par 0, e nnCIpa r InanCe: - , " Principal '. ,. 

. 80. - (1) It shall be lawful for the :Licensing Grant 
Authority to grant to any person or to two '\or more cessions to ' 

• .' .• operate motor persons ]OIntly, a lImIted conceSSIOn or an omnibuses. 
"coricession to operate motor omnibuses in al1-Y a,rea 
,or on any road or rQute or for any journey upon 
such conditions as shall be specified in the;: grant 
:and subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and 
Regulations made hereunder. '! 

(2) Before granting any such concessioh the" 
Licensing Authority shaJl refer the matter fo the 
Trinidad Transport Board for their recommendations, 
and iJt the event of the Licensing Authority 

I 

I' 
" I' 

, 
'I' 
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from any of the Board's recornmendations$ the 
rna tter shall be referred for the decision of the 

. Governor in Executive Council. 
81.\,"(1) Whenever the prpvisions of this Ordi-

nance or of any Regulations made hereunder are in 
conflict wit1,:l the provisions of any other law relating' 
to the control of vehicles and road traffic the 
pro\Tisions of\this Ordinance and the Regulations, 
made hereunder'$hall prevaiL 

"\ 

(2) Whenever powers conferred on the 
Licensing Authority',.pr the of' 
Constabulary under this Ordinance are similar. to' 
powers conferred on a Mlfnidpal or Road Authority 
under any other law and there shall arise any 
conflict or dispute as to the.,exercise of such powers .. 
the matter at issue shall be referred to the Trinidad. 
Transport Board who shall de,cide which authority 
shall exercise such powers and manner in which 
such powers shall be exercised.\jThe decision of the 
Board shall be final and conclusive . . 

Passed in Council this twenty-eight:p. day of May". 
in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-seven. . 

Wo E. BOARDlVIAN, 
Clerk of the 


