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CHAPTER 2. 

INTERPRETATION. 

AN ORDINANCE TO DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS AND EXPRESSIONS ~JJ:.it~a~'~"f1912, 
WHEN USED IN ORDINANCES AND IN OFFICIAL Docu- , 31 of 1925. 

MENTS ; TO MAKE PROVISION WITH RESPECT TO THE 
CoMMENCEMENT AND CoNSTRUCTION OF ORDINANCES; 

AND FOR OTHER LIKE PURPOSES. 
[16th J~tly, 1912.] 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Interpretation Short title. 

Ordinance. 

Authentication ·and Commencement of Ordinances. 

2. (1) When the Governor shall assent to any Ordinance, Assent to and 

he shall, in proof of such assent, affix his signature, and the ::.f~fce­
day, month, and year when the same shall be so affixed, to Ordinances. 

five printed copies of the Ordinance, sealed with the Public 
Seal of the Colony and immediately under such Seal; and 
such signature, together with such statement of the day, 
month, and year, shall be taken to be part of such Ordi-
nancce, and such day, month, and year shall be the date of 
its commencement, when no other commencement shall be 
therein provided. 

(2) Of such copies the Colonial Secretary shall deliver 
one to the Registrar of the Supreme Court to be enrolled in 
the said Court, one to the Clerk of Council for the use of 
the Legislative Council, and shall forward two to the 
Secretary of State, and shall retain the other copy for tlie 
use of the Governor . 

. 3. (1) In this Ordinance and in every Ordinance, ~eaning of 

whether passed before or after the commencement of this co~~ence­
O~dinance, the expression "commencement," when used men ... 

Wlt.h reference to any Ordinance, shall mean the time at 
whwh the Ordinance comes into operation. 

(2) Where, in any Ordinance, whether passed before 
or after the commencement of this Ordinance, any order, 

( 
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warrant, scheme, letters patent, rules, regulations, or 
bye-laws made, granted, or issued under a power confe~red 
by any such Ordin~nce, is or are expressed to com_e mto 
operation on a partw~ar _day, t~e same shall be c?ns1_dere~ 
as coming into operatwn 1mmed1ately on the exp1ratwn o! 
the previous day. 

4. Whenever any Ordinance contains any enactment in 
the terms following: that is to say, " the operation of tliis 
Ordinance is suspended until His Majesty's pleasure shall 
be made known," such Ordinance shall not come into opera­
tion unless· or until the Governor notifies, by proclamation, 
that it is His Majesty's pleasure not to disallow the same, 
and subject as aforesaid every such Ordinance shall come 
into operation on such date as shall be fixed by such pro­
clamation for the purpose. 

Citing Enactrnents. 
Mod,e of citing 5. When any Act of Parliament is referred to, it shall be 
~~~tZ~ent. sufficient, for all purposes, if such Act was made before the 

seventh year of Henry the Seventh, to eite the year of the 
King's reign in which it was made, and where there are 
more statutes than one in the same year the statute, and 
where there are more chapters than one the chapter, and 
if such Act was made after the fourth year of Henry the 
Seventh, to cite the year of the reign, and where there are 
more statutes or sessions than one in the same year the 
statute or the session (as the case :i:nay require), and v.-here 
there are more chapters or sections than one the chapter or 
section or chapter and section (as the case may require), 
without reciting the title of such Act, or the p:r;_ovision of 
such section, so referred to; and the reference in all cases 
may be made according to the copies of statutes printed by 
the King's Printer, or to the copies thereof contained in the 
reports of the Commissioners of Public Records. 

Mod,e of 6. When any Ordinance is referred to, it shall be suffi-
3~~ances. cient for all purposes to cite such Ordinance either by. the 

short title (if any) by which it is made citable, or by the 
year of Our Lord in which it was made and its number 

· among th!3 Ordinances of that year, or in the case of the 
rev-ised edition of the Ordinances issued under any Ordi­
nance providing for the issue of a revised edition, by its 
short title or its number; and the reference may in all cases 
be made a{}CO'rding to the copies of Ordinances printed in 
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England or at the Government Printing Office or by the 
Government Printer. 
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7. Whenever the principal Ordinance on any subject has Amending 

been or shall be amended by any Ordinance, every amend- ~~:~t;~e~e 
ing Ordinance shall b~ construed together and as one with with principal 

the principal Ordinance, and, W1henever the title or short ~;d~i::o_d ~th 
title of the principal Ordinance admits of it, the principal thatOr:d. by a 
Ordinance and every amending Ordinance may for all pur- short title. 

pO'ses be cited by the title or short title, as the case may be, 
of the principal Ordinance, substituting therein the word 
'' Ordinances" for the word " Ordinance," and omitting 
the year or number. 

8. Whenever two or .more Ordinances are cited in the Authorized 

manner authorized by the last preceding section the ~hort title to 
' mclude all or 

authorized short title used shall be construed to mean all any or either 
f h 0 d. d b · ch · d ofOrdces 0 t e r 1nances ,covere y SU expreSSIOn, an any or covered by it. 

either of them. 

Construction of Enactments. 
9. (1) In this Ordinance and in everYi Ordinance already Interpre-

passed or hereafter to be passed, and in every regulation, tattio~ otf 

bye-law, rule, order, or form already made or hereafter to 
be made or issued under the authority of any such Ordi­
nance, and in every Order in Council and proclamation 
made under lawful authority, and in all official documents, 
the following words and expressions shall have the mean­
ingschereby assigned to them respectively, unless there be 
something in the subject or context inconsistent with such 
construction, or unless it be therein otherwise expressly 
provided, that is to say:-

c. (a) " Colony " means the Colony of Trinidad 
and Tobago; 

(b) " Common Law" means the Common Law 
of England; 

(c) " Crown Agents " means the persons for 
the time being acting as Crown Agents for 
the Colonies in England, or any of them; 

(d) " Full Court " means the Full Court con­
stituted under the provisions of the J udica-

cer am erms. 

ture Ordinance; Cap. 35. 

(e) " Government Analyst " includes any 
asBistant or other analyst employed by the 
Governm~nt; 

l 
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(f) " Government " means the Govermnent of 
the Colony; 

(g) " Government Printer " includes the Super­
intendent of Government P'rinting, and 
any printer purporting to be the printer 
authorized to ·print the Ordinances and 
other documents of the Government; 

(h) " Governor " includes the officer adminis­
tering the Government for the time being; 

(i) "His Majesty" and " The King" mean 
His Majesty the King, His heirs and 
successors; 

(j) " Inspector-General " means the Inspector­
General of Constabulary; 

( k) " Justice " means a Justice of the Peace; 
(Z) " Land " includes messuages, tenements and 

hereditaments, houses and buildings, of 
any tenure; 

(m) " Month " means calendar month; 
(n) " Oath " " Swear " " Affidavit " include 

' ' ' affirmation, declar'ation, affirming, and 
declaring in the case of persons allowed by 
law to affirm or declare instead of swearing; 

( o) " Person " includes any body of persons, 
corporate or unincorporate; 

(p) " Prescribed " means prescribed by or u~der 
any Ordinance in which the word occurs; 

(q) " Public Holiday " means ·any day which, 
under the provisions of any Ordi,:p_ance for 
the time being in force, is declared to be or 
proclaimed as a public holiday; 

(r) "Secretary of ·state" means His Majesty's 
Principal Secre•tary of Sta;te for the 
Colonies; 

(s) "Supreme Court "me:;tns the Supreme Court 
of the Colony; 

( t) " Treasury " means the Treasury of the 
Colony; 

(u) "Writing," "Written," or any term of like 
import includes printing, lithography, 
typewriting, photography, and other modes 
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of representing or reproducing words 
in a visible form; 

('o) vV ords importing the masculine gender 
include females; 

( w) Words in the singular include the plural, 
and words in the plura:l include the 
singular. 

11 

(2) V\There terms are defined in an Ordinance, such Definitions to 

terms shall have the meanings assigned to them, unless ~EP~Kn~~~~~ct 
there is anything in the subject or context repugnant to or 
inconsistent with such meaning. 

. (3) Where terms defined in any Ordinance are used in Defi;lltion in 

any regulations, bye-laws, rules, orders, forms, or pro- ~;:a~~e to 

cla.mations under such Ordinance, such terms shall have regub,tions, 

the meanings assigned to them by the Ordinance, unless etc. 

they are otherwise defined in such regulations, bye-laws, 
rules, orders, forms, or proclamations or are inconsistent 
with the subject or context. (Substituted by 31 of 1925, 
s. 2.) 

10. Where, in any Ordinance, Order in Council, regula- Procedure 
t - b 1 , 1 d l t" th t where wn, ye- aw, rrr e, or er, proc ama ron, or o er enac - offences 

ment for the time being in force in the Colony, whether ptmishable on 

passed or made before or after the commencement of this ~~::C~~n. 
Ordinance, any offence is d!3clared to be punishable, m any 
penalty is declared to be recoverable, on summary convic-
tion, the procedure in respect of the trial and punishment 
of st.ch offences and the recovery of such penalties, and of 
all matters incidental to or arising out of the trial and 
punishment of such offences or the recovery of such penal-
ties, shaU, in the absence of and subject to any express 
provision to th!3 contrary, be in accordance with the Sum-
mary Conviction Offences (Procedure) Ordinance. (Added Cap. 24. 

by 31 OJ 1925, S. 3.) . . 
11. (1) Where aiJ.y Ordinance, whether passed before Power~ _of 

or after the commencement of this Ordinance confers authorities 
. ' ~m~ 

:powers on any authority to make regulations, the follow- regulations. 

mg provisions shall, unless a contrary intention appears, 
have effect with reference to the making and operation of 
such regulations:-

(a) Any regulation may be at any time 
amended, varied--" rescinded, or revoked oy 
the same authority and in the same manner 
by and in which it was made; 

' 
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(b) There may be attached to the breach of 
any regulation such penalty not exceeding 
ten pounds as the authority making the 
regulation may think fit; 

. (c) No regulation shall be inconsistent with the 
provisions of any enactment; 

(d) All regulations shall have the force of law 
and shall be judicially noticed; and 

(e) The production of a copy of the Royal 
Gazette containing any regulation shall be 
prima facie evidence in all Courts and for 
all purposes whatever of the due making 
and tenor of such regulation. 

(2) In this section, "regulation" includes bye-laws, 
rules, orders, and proclamations. (Substituted by 31 of 
1925, s. 4.) 

Provisio~ as 12. (1) Where any Ordinance, whether passed before 
to exer01se of f h f th. O d" f powers and or a ter ~ e commencement o lS r Inance, ~on er~ a 
duties. power or Imposes a duty, then, unless a contrary mtent1on 

Official 
designation to 
include officer 
executing 
d,uties. 

Power to 
appoint 
includes 
power to 
remove, etc. 

appears, the power may be exercised, and the duty shall be 
performed, from time. to time as occasion requires. 

· (2) Where any Ordinance, whether passed before or 
after the commencement of this Ordinance, confers a power 
or imposes a duty on the holder of an office, as such, then, 
unless a contrary intention appears, the power may be 
exerci~sed, and the duty shall be performed, by the holder for 
the time being of the office. 

13. When reference is made in any Ordinance;=Order in 
Council, rule, regulation, bye-law, or proclamation to any 
public officer by the term designating his office, such term 
shall include the officer for the time being executing the 
duties of such office, and such other officer as may from 
,time to time be appointed to undertake any: portion of such 
duties. 

14. In any Ordinance, past or future, words autliorizing 
the appointment of any public officer shall include the 
power of removing or suspending him, reappointing or 
reinstating him, or appointi:J;lg another in his stead in the 
discretion of the authority in whom the power of appoint-
ment is vested. · 
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15. In the measurement of any distance for the purposes Measurement 
of any Ordinance, whether passed before or after the com- ofdist.ances. 

mencement of this Ordinance, that distance shall, unless 
a contrary intention appears, be measured in a straight line 
on a hmizo:n.tal plane. 

16. Where an Ordinance passed after the commencement Exercise of 

of this Ordinance is not to come into operation immediately ~~a;~~~ry 
on the passing thereof, and confers power to make any bet':'een 

appointment, to make, grant, or issue any instrument, that ~~=!nc:~d 
is to say, any order, warrant, scheme, letters patent, rules, me~t of 

ul · b 1 · · · · b f Ordinance reg atwns., or ye- aws, to give notices, to prescn e orms, · 
or to do any other thing for the purposes of the' Ordinance, 
that power may, unless a contrary intention appears, be 
exercised at any time after the passing of the Ordinance, 
so far as may be necessary or expedient for the purpose 
uf bringing the Ordinance into operation at the date of 
the commencement thereof, subject to this restriction, tliat 
any instrument made under the power shall not, unless a 
contrary intention appears in the Ordinance, or the con-
trary is necessary for bringing the Ordinance into opera-
tion, come into operation until the Ordinance comes into 
operation. · 

17. Where any; Ordinance repealing in whole or in part Effect of 

any former Ordinance is itself repealed, such last repeal repeaL 

shall not revive such former enactment unless words be 
added reviving the same. 

lS. Whenever any Ordinance, past or future, repeals Repealed 
any; former Ordinance and substitutes some enactment enact;m~nt to 
. d f h 1 d h . remamm mstea o t e enactment repea e , sue repealed enactment force until 
shall remain in force until the substituted enactment shall substituted 

. . enactment 
COme Into operatiOn. comesinto 

. operation. 
19. Whenever any Ordmance has already been, or shall Repeal of 

hereafter be repealed such repeal shall not- enactment 
· (1) '·' h'' · f · · h . nottoaffect revive anyt mg not 111 orce or existmg at t e time its past 

~.t which the repeal takes effect; or operation. 

(2) affect the previous operation of any enactment so 
repealed or anything duly done or suffered there-
under; or· · 

(3) affect any right, privilege, obligation, or Hability 
acquired, accrued, or incurred under any enact­
ment so repealed; or 
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( 4) affect any penalty, forfeiture, or pu~ishment. in­
curred in respect of any o£f13nce committed agamst 
any enactment so repealed; or 

(5) affect any investigation, legal proceeding, or 
remedy in respect of any such right, privilege, 
obligation, liability, penalty, forfeiture, or punish­
ment as aforesaid; and any such investigation, 
legal proceeding, or remedy, may be instituted, 
continu13d, or enforced, and any such penalty, for­
feiture, or punishment may be imposed, as if the 
repealing Ordinance had not been passed. 

20. Whenever any Ordinance has already been or shall 
hereafter be repealea, and other provisions are substituted 
by the rep13aling Ordinance, all Orders in Council, pro­
clamations, rules, regulations, bye-laws, or forms made 
under the repB!aJed Ordinance, and in force at the time of 
such repeal, shall, until they are annulled, continue good 
and valid in so far as they are not inconsistent with the 
substituted Ordinance or provisions .. 

21. Whenever, in any Ordinance, past OII' future, a prior 
Ordinance is referred to, and such prior Ordinance has 
subsequently been repealed, and a substantially similar 
Ordinance passed in lieu thereof or in substitution there­
for, whether in a consolidating Ordinance or otherwise, all 
references in any Ordinance to such prior Ordinance shall, 
unless it shall be otherwise provided in such subsequent 
Ordinance, be deemed and construed as referring t~ such 
Ordinance passed in lieu of, or in substitution for, such 
repealed Ordinance. 

(I 

Power of 22. When, by any Ordinance, past or future, any act or 
majority of h" · · d b d b h more than t mg IS reqmre to e one 'J mo-re t an two persons, a 
two persons. • majority of them may do it. . 

Deviations 
from forms. 

Right.s of the 
Crown. 

23. Whenever forms are prescribed, slight deviations. 
therefrom, not affecting the substance or calculated to mis- ·· 
lead, shall not vitiate them. 

24. No Ordinance, past or future, shall in any manner. 
whatsoever affect the rights of the Crown unless it is therein 
expressly stated, or unless it appears by necessary implica­
tion that the Crown is bound thereby. 


