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FOREIGN LABOUR OONTRAOTS. [CAP. 155. 

CHAPTER 155. 

FOREIGN LABOUR CONTRACTS. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING To FoREIGN LAnouR CoNTRACTs. 

[10th February, 1900. J 

Ordi'IUlnce 
No.106. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Foreign Labour Shorttitle. 

Contracts Ordinance. 

2. In this Ordinance- Interp.reta-

H Employer '' includes any corporation, whether sole tion. 

or aggregate, and also includes any firm or trad-
ing concern, and any person or persons, individual 
or individuals, whether being members of a com­
pany or corporation or not, and whether having 
or not within the Colony a place of business or 
abode or assets; 

" Foreign Country " includes any country not within 
His Majesty's don1inions from tin1e to time pro­
claimed to be a Foreign Country by the Governor 
for the purposes of this Ordinance; 

"Labourer" includes every person, being a British 
subject, employed for hire, wa.ges, or other remu­
neration to exercise or perform any handicraft or 
other bodily labour in agriculture or otherwise, 
or in or upon mines, manufactures, roads, tunnels, 
ways, railways, canals, or waterworks. 

8. (1) It shall not be lawful for any employer, or for Leaveof 

any person acting a;s agent or attorney for or on behalf of ~~:~rno: to 

any employer, without the leave in writing of the Governor 
first obtained, to hire, engage} or induce any person to 
leave the Colony, or to send or take away any person there-
from~ for the purpose of being employed by any such 
emplo~er as a labourer ini any foreign country. 
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(2) Every employer contravening the provisions of 
this section, and every en1ployer effecting or attempting to 
effect any hiring, engaging, sending, or taking away of 
labourers to any foreign country by falsehood or fraud, 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance, and for 
a first offence .shall, on summary conviction before a Magis­
trate, be liable to a penalty of one hundred pounds, or be 
imprisoned for a term of six months, with or without hard 
labour; and for a second or subsequent offence every such 
person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on con­
viction on indictment, shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding three years, with or without hard 
labour. 

4. Every person who, before the Governor's leave shall 
have been obtained, and notwithstanding that the 
G-overnor's leave may have been subsequently obtained, 
shall counsel, aid, or abet any offender under the last pre­
ceding section, shall be guilty Df an offence agajnst this 
Ordinance, and ·shall be liable to be punished in the same 
manner as a principal offender. 

Bond. 5. The Governor may grant leave to do any of the acts 
in section 3 of this Ordinance mentioned and prohibited 
to be done without such leave, provided that such employer 
shall, before performing or attempting to perform any of 
the said acts, enter into a bond to His Majesty with two 
good and sufficient sureties, being land-owners or house­
holders resident within the Colony, in the sum of five 
hundred pounds, (such bond to be in the Form in the First 
Schedule to this Ordinance or as near- thereto as may be, 
and to bear the stamp duty prescribed for a bond in such 
penal sum) conditioned-

(!) to observe all and every the provisions of this 
Ordinance, and· all and every the conditions and 
stipulations in the contract made in pursuance 
of or under the authority of. this Ordinance; and 

(2) to answer and pay all damages and costs which 
shall or 1na.y be recovered by any labourer in 
any actian upon or for any breach of any con­
tract for hire and service which such labourer 
may have entered into·with ·any such employer ·as 
af-oresaid. - · .. ·. - · 



FOREIGN L.ABOU R CONT R.AOTS. [CAP. 155. I€53 

6. It shall be la.·wful a.nd co1npetent for any such Labourer 

labourer, V\rhether the employer with -vvhom he .sha1J have :~rt~:,~ 
contracted or agreed sha11 be represented or not in the 
Colony, to proceed against either or both of the sureties 
in the first instance for any damages he may have sustained 
. through the breach of any agreement for hire and service 
which he may have entered into with such employer, or 
through their or his fraud· or falsehood about the sa1ne. 

7. Every contract which under the authority of this Contract. 

Ordinance shall be entered into between any employer and 
any other person fnr the perforn1ance of any work as a 
labourer in a foreign country shall be in writing, and shall 
contain-

(1) a statement of the description and nature of the 
work or service to be performed 9r rendered 
thereunder ; 

(2) the name of the country, and the place or locality 
within such country, where such work or service 
is to be performed or rendered; 

(3) the name of the country and ·town or pJace where 
is ~ituate the office or place of business of the 
employer; 

(4) the am·ount of wages and rations to be paid and 
allowed to the labourer; 

(5) the spec_ified tim~s for such payments and allow­
ances; 

(6) a condition that the labourer ·shall not be left 
destitute in that country, but shall at the expira­
tion or sooner determ.ination of his contract be 
repatriated by his employer, and at the cost and 
charges of such employer. 

Every such contract shall be signed in dllpJicate by Form of 

the parties thereto or their duly constituted agents and contnct. 

shaH be executed before a Magistrate vvho shall subscribe 
his name thereto, and such contract shall be according to · 
the F orn1 in the Second Schedule to this Ordinance. 

8. (1) It shall be the duty of every Magistrate before Magistrate 

whom any contract under the authority of this Ordinance to etxplatint 

h ll d d . l . h b . con rae o s a be execute ., an 1e lS ere y required before per- labourer. 

rni tting such labourer to execute the san1e- · 
(1) fully to explain such contract and. the tern1s 

and conditions thereof to every such 
htbourer; -

·vm ... u-54 
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(2) to ascertain that the labourer understa·nds 
the same. 

(2) The 11agistrate shall hilnself subscribe. an 
attestation clause to every .such contract in which it shall 
be stated that the contract was signed by such labourer 
·with the full knowledge and understanding of the contents 
thereof. 

9. ·It shall be the duty of every Magistrate personally 
to warn all labourers executing contracts for labour in a 
foreign country of the risks which they in;cur arising 
from the dangerous nature of the climate or the .severity 
of the work, and that in proceeding thereto they do so 
at their own risk and peril. 

FIRST SCHEDULE .. 
BOND. 

TRINIDAD AND TonAao. 
KNow all men .by theRe preaents : that we of. and of 

and of are held u.n'd firmly bound to Our Sovereign 
J.~ord King George, His Heirs and Successors, in the sum of Five Hundred Po1mds Sterling 
of good and lawful money of Great Britain to be d to Our said Lord the King, His 
Heirs &nd Successors, for which payment to be w and truly made we bind ouraehes 
and each and any two of us, our and each and any two of our heirs, executors, and 
administrators jointly and severally by these presents. 

Dated this· da.y of 19 
WRERE.A.S N. N. of , hereinafter called « The Cont:ract01·," in 

obedience to Section 3 of the F01·eign Labour Contracts Ordinance has applied to the 
Govern.or fo1· leave to hire and engage labourers, hereinafter called "The I~abou:rers," 
for the purpose of being employed as labourers in {name of coun'l/ry antl place or locality 
witll,i1'b such country when wm·k m· se?''l-ice is to be ,·endered.) 

And wherea.s bhe Governor .has consented to grant such lea.ve as is required by 
Section 3 of the said Ordinance upon "The Contractor" entering into phe above-
written bond subject to the condition hereinafter mentioned,; . 

Now therefore the condition of the above-written bond or obligation is such that 
if "The Contractor" shall well and truly observe and perform all a,nd every the provisions 
of the Foreign Labour Contracts Ordinance and all and every the conditions and stipula­
tions jn the contract to be made and entered into between " The Contractor" and 
" The Labourers ,., in pursuance of and under the provisions of the said Ordinance, a11d 
shall answer whenever so required and all da,mages and costs which shall or may be 
recovered by " The Labo-q.re1·s " ox any them in any action upon or :for any breach 
of such contract, then tho above-w1·itten hand or obligation shall be void, but otl1e:rwise 
the same shall1·emain .in full force and virtue. 

Signed and delivered by ''The Contractor''} 
in the presence of 

Name 
Address 
Occupation 
Rigned and deliVflred by 

presence of 
Name 
Address 
Occupn.tion 
Signed and delivered by 

presence of 
Name 
Address 
Ocaupation 

in the\ 
J 

in the} 
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SECOND SCHEDULE. 

CONTRACT. 

IN TliE l'lATTER OF THE FoREIGN LABOUR CoNTRACTS ORDINANCE. 

AGREEUENT made this day of , 19 under and 
by virtue of Section 7 of the Foreign JJa,bour Contracts Ordinance, between A.B., of 
{lM1'e inge·rt ?W'Ine of connlry, town, andoftZee m- place of b:u.siness of A.B.) hereinafter called 
"The Contractor/' and O.D., of (plat:e af ?'e.~·idenr,e of labauJ·e·t) hereinafter called "The 
LaboureT.'' 

WHEREAS "_The Contractor " has in p1nsuanc.e of the provisions of the above 
Ordinance obtained the leave of the Governor to hire " Tho Labourer" to per£01•m the 
work and ren(ler the service hereinafter specified in (here inse,·t tll.e name of the country 
and the place 01' locality within sttch count?'Y whe1·e auch W£Ytk or se1·vice ·is to be perfm·med 
and 1'ende1·ed) ; 

AND WHEREAS a The Labourer JJ has consented to proceed at the cost and charges 
of " The Contractor " to for the purpose of performing the labour 
and rendering the se1•vice hereinafter specified upon the condition and subject to the 
stipulations herein contained; . 

Now tl1erefore, it is hereby agreed between" The Contractor" anrl "The I~a.bom:er H 

a,'! follows ; 
1. " The Contractor" will pay " The Lahomer " the [here set out the smn of wages 

and the 1·ations to be allowed to the lrlhmwtw and specify the time of payment.] 
2. " The Contractor)} will support and maintain « The Laboure1• " if at any time 

during the continuance o:f this contract or at the expiration or sooner determination 
thereof a The J.;abourer '' shall become destitute, and will thereupon a.nd thereafter 
and at his own costs and charges provide and pay for a suitable return passage to this 
Colony for "The Labourer." 

3. For the pel'formance of all which stipulations and conditions " 'rhe Contractor " 
doth hereby bind himself, his executors and administrators [ot·, if a corporati01~, .aav 
" h~s sttccessor8 -in o.ffice."] 

4. And in consideration of the covenants and agreements hereinbefore contained, 
" The La,bourer" agrees to proceed to [place whez·e service is to be performed] and there 
to perform and render the following work and service, that is to say : [here set out the 
desttip#on and na.t~we of the specified wot'l~ to be perjo~·1neit by the labou1·tw.] 

IN Wl'£NESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have hereunto in duplicate set their hands 
(the same having been signed by "'l'he La.bourer" with the full knowledge an.cl under­
suanding of the contents thereof) the day and year :first above-written. 

Signature of Labou?·er 

Before me, 

J11ag·idtrate. 
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