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No. 25. Mental Treatment. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

[Published as a Supplement to the "Royal Gazette" issued 011 the 29th day of 
November, 1934.] 

No. 25-1934" 

I ASSENT, 

(L.S.] 

A.. O. HOLLIS, 

I934· 

Governor! 

22nd November, 1934,. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Lunatics Ordinance, 
Cap. 101, and to make further proVIsIOn for Mental 
Treatment. 

[On Proclamation.] 

B E it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows:-

1. This Ordiriancemay be cited as the Mental Treatment Short title • 

. Ordinance, 1934, and shall be construed as one with the Construction. 

Lunatics Ordinance, hereinafter referred to as the Principal Cap. 101 

Ordinance, and this Ordinance and the Principal Ordinance 
may be cited together as the Lunacy and Mental Treatment 
Ordinances. This Ordinance shall come into operation 011 

such day as may be fixed by the Governor by Proclamation. 

2. Section 2 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby Amendment 

amended by the addition of the following definitions : - ~~rn~1::~ 
(( Institution" means a hospital or other medical Ordinance, 

institution appointed as snch by the Governor 
in Executive Council for the purposes of this 
Ordinance. 
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" Person in charge" in relation to an Institution 
means the medical superintendent or other 
person in charge of the institution into which a 
person is, or is about to be, received as a 
voluntary or temporary patient. 

3. Section 3 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby 
amended by the addition of the following proviso :-

(( Provided further that no suspected lunatic 
shall be required to attend at any Magistrate's 
Court for examination by a Magistrate nor shall he 
be taken to any such Court for such purpose." 

4. If any person fails to give any notice required by him 
respectively under sub-sections (r) and (2) of section 6 or 
under sub-sections (6) and (7) of section 8 of this Ordinance 
he shall, for each day or part of a day during which the 
default continues, be liable on summary conviction before 
a.Magistrate, to a penalty not. exceeding five pounds. 

P,?wertore. 5.-(r) Any person who is desirous of voluntarily 
.oelVevolunt·IlJ'Y b 'tt' h' If t t t t f t 1 ill d patient·s, su ml lng lmse a rea men or men a ness, an 

who makes a. written application for the purpose to the 
person in charge, may without being adjudicated a person 
of unsound mind under the Principal Ordinance or an 
order issued thereunder be received as a voluntary patient 
in an institution within the meaning of this Ordinance, 

(2) Any person received as a voluntary patient under 
this section may leave the institution upon giving to the 
person in charge seventy-two hours' notice in writing of 
his intention so to do, . 

Noticeofre- 6.-(r) Where a person is received as a voluntary 
ception, 
and departure p_atient under the foregoing section of this Ordinance, 
ofvoluntal'y 1..' f h' . 1..' h 11 b f th 't' f th patients a~d nonce 0 IS reCepLlOn s a e are e explra IOn a . e 
p~ovisionfi!astD second day after the day on which he was so received be 
discharge 0 ~ • 

patientil, sent to the Surgeon-General by the person In charge. 

(2) If a person received as aforesaid dies in or departs 
from the institution, notice of the fact shall, before the 
expiration of the second day after the day of the death or 
departure, be sent to the Surgeon-General by the ]Jerson 
in charge. . 
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(3) If any person received as aforesaid becomes at any 
time incapable of expressing himself as willing or unwilling 
to continue to receive treatment, he shall not thereafter be 
retained as a voluntary patient for a longer period than 
twenty-eight days, and shall, if he has not been previously 
discharged, be discharged on the expiration of twenty-eight 
days from the date on which he became incapable of so 
expressing himself unless in the meantime he has again 
become capable of so expressing himself, or steps have 
been taken to deal with him either under the Principal 
Ordinance as a person of unsound mind or under section 8 
of this Ordinance as a person who is likely to benefit by 
temporary treatment. 

1934 

7.-(1) The Surgeon-General or any person appointed in Visitation of 

writing by the Surgeon-General may at any time visit a ;~t¥:t:~ 
person received as a voluntary patient under section 5 of 
this Ordinance and any such person shall make a report to 
the Surgeon-General on the case. 

(2) If the Surgeon-General is of opinion that the 
mental state of any such voluntary patient is such as to 
render him unfit to remain as a voluntary patient, he may 
order the person in charge either to discharge the patient, 
or to take steps to deal with him either under the Principal 
Ordinance as a person of unsound mind or under section 
8 of this Ordinance as a person who is likely to benefit by 
temporary treatment. 

S. - (1) Subj ect to the provisions of this section, a Provision for 

person who is suffering from mental illness and is likely to :::h':~7 with. 

benefit by temporary treatment but is for the time being o:ut certifiea: 

incapable of expressing himself as willing or unwilling to ~~~~s~ertam 
receive such treatment may, on a written application duly 
made in accordance with the provisions of this section but 
without being adjudicated a person of unsound mind under 
the Principal Ordinance or an order issued thereunder, be 
received as a temporary patient in an Institution for the 
purpose of treatment therein. . 

(2) An application under this section must be in the 
form set out in Part I of the Schedule to this Ordinance, 
must be made to the person in charge and nlust, if possible, 
be made by the husband or wife, or by a relative of the 
perso17 to whom it relates,or on the request of the husband 

N 
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or wife or, if a relative or guardian, by a District Medical 
Officer within whose area the said person then is, and, if 
the application is not so made, it shall contain a statelnent 
of the reason why it is not so made, of the connection of the 
applicant with the person to whom it relates and of the 
circumstances in which he n1akes the application. 

(3) The application shall be accompanied by a recom­
mendation in the form set out in Part II of the Schedule 
to this Ordinance, signed by two members of the Medical 
Board of whom one shall be the District Medical Officer 
within whose area the said person then is. 

(4) Each of the members of the Medical Board by 
. whom a recommendation under this section is to be nlade 
shall, before signing the recommendation, examine the' 
person to whom the recommendation relates either 
separately or in conjunction with the other and shall 
specify in the recommendation the date on which he -so 
examined the said persons and the grounds on which he 
bases his recommendation. 

(5) A recommendation shall be of no effect for the 
purposes of this section if there is a greater interval than 
five clear days between the dates on which the person to 
whom the r~commerid.ation relates was examined by the: 
two members of the Medical Board respectively and any 
such reconlmendation shall cease to have effect on the 
expiration of fourteen days from the date on which the 
person to whom the recomnlendation relates was examined 
by the two members of the Medical Board, or if he was 
exanlined by thos'e members on two different dates, on 
the expiration of fourteen days from the later of those dates. 

(6) Where a person is received as a temporary patient 
under this section, notice of Ius reception together with a 
copy of the application on which he was received and of 
the recommendation accompanying the application shall, 
before the expiration- of the second day after the day on 
which he was received be sent to the Surgeon-General by 
the person in charge. The Surgeon-General shall upon 
the signed request of any person who considers himself to 
be unjustly detained under such application or recom­
nlendation furmsh to him or to his authorised representative 

J free of cost a copy of such application or recommendation. 
I, 

EM 
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(7) If a person so received dies in or departs from the 
institution, where he was residing, notice of the fact shall 
before the expiration of the second day after the day ()f the 
death or departure be sent to the Surgeon-General by the 
person in charge. 

(8) Within one month of the reception of any person 
received as a terIlporary patient under this section he shall 
be visited by the Surgeon-General or some other Member 
of the Medical Board appointed in writing by the Surgeon-
General for the purpose. . 

(9) If the person making the said visit is of opinion 
that it is proper tha~ the p'atient should continue to be 
detained he shall sign a statement to that effect and shall 
leave it with the person in charge but if he is of opinion 
that it is not proper that the patient Sh01iId continue to 
be detained he shall, before the expiration of the second 
day after the day of the said visit submit a report to the 
Surgeon-General stating his said opinion, and the grounds 
on whicll it is based together with such other observations 
as he thinks fit. 

(10) Subject to the provisions of this section a person 
received as a temporary patient rnay be detaine~ for a 
period not exceeding six months bu t shall not be detained 
as such for any longer period. 

(II) If a person whe has been received as a temporary 
patient becomes capable of expressing himself as willing 
or unwilling to continue to receive treatment, he shall not 
thereafter be detained for more than twenty-eight days 
unless in the meantime he has again become incapable of 
so expressing himself. 

(12) Where it is anticipated that a person who is 
undergoing treatment as a temporary patient under tIns 
section will not recover 'within the period of six months, 
but his early recovery appears reasonably probable, that 
period may fr0111 time to tirne be extended for further 
periods of such length not exceeding three nlonths as may 
be specified in directions given by the Surgeon-General 
upon the application of one of the persons mentioned in 
sub-section (2) of this section provided that such further 
periods shall in no case exceed six months in all. 

I 
>, N 2 

. ~ . - : 

1934. 
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(13) The Surgeon-General may at any time order­
(i) that any person received as a temporary patient 

shall be discharged; or 

(ii) that steps shall be taken to deal with him under 
the Principal Ordinance as a person of unsound 

. mind, ' 

Protection~o 9.-(r) Where a person has laid an information under 
personsactmg t' f th P' , 1 0 d' .' d 'd t underPrinoipal sec Ion 3 0 e nnClpa r Inance or slgne or carne ou 
tOh~dion8nd?eand or done any act with a view to signing or carrying out an 

18 r Inanet'. . . LJ 

order purporting to be an adjudication order or any report, 

Cap. 63, 

application, recommendation or certificate purporting to 
be a report, application, recomnlendation or ·certificate 
under the Principal Ordinance or this Ordinance or has 
done anything in pursuance of the Principal Ordinance or 
this Ordinance he shall not be liable to any civil or criminal 
proceedings whether on the ground of want of jurisdiction 
or on any other ground unless he has acted in bad faith or 
without reasonable care. . 

(2) No proceedings, civil or criminal, shall be brought 
against any perSQh in any Court in respect of any such 
matter as is mentioned in the last preceding sub-section, 
without the leave of the Supreme Conrt,and leave shall 
not be given unless the court is satisfied that. there is 
substantial ground for the contention·· that the person, 
against whom it is sought to bring the proceedings, has 
acted in bad faith or without reasonable care, 

(3) Notice of 'any application under the last preceding 
sub-section shall be given to the person against whom it is 
sought to bring the proceedings: and that person shall be 
entitled to be heard against the application. . . 

(4) Where on an application under this section leave 
is given to bring any proceedings and the proceedings are 
commenced within four weeks after the date on which leave 
was so given, the proceedings shall for the purpdse of the 
Public Authorities Protection Ordinance, be deem.ed to 
have been commenced on the d2.te on which notice of the 
application was given to the person against whom the 
proceedings are to be brought, 
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10.-(r) Asylums provided or to be provided under the Discontinuance 

Principal Ordinance shall hereafter be called Mental ~~!;~~" and 

hospitals and accordingly for reference in any Ordinance "lunatic". 

or in any order, regulation or other document issued under . 
any Ordinance to any asylum there shall be substituted 
references to a me~tal hospital. 

(2) The word "lunatic" (except in the following 
contexts, that is to say, in the phrase (( criminal lunatic " 
and in relation to persons detained as lunatics outside the 
Colony) shall cease to be used in relation to any person of 
or alleged to be of unsound mind and there shall be 
substituted for that word wherever it occurs (except in 
the above-mentioned contexts) in any Ordinance or in any 
order, regulation or other document issued under any 
Ordinance the expression « person of unsound mind" 
(( person," "patient," "patient of unsound mind" or 
(t unsound mind " or such other expression as the context 
may reqmre. 

(3) Tl?-e Governor in Executive Council may by order 
modify the wording of any enactment so far as is necessary 
to bring it into conformity with the provisions of this 
section. 

SCHEDULE. 
PART 1. 

FORM OF ApPLICATION FOR RECEPTION OF A TEMPORARY PATIENT. 

Mental Treatment Ordinance, I933. 
I. r, hereby request you to receive 

as a temporary patient into .. 
2. I am related to the said in the following 

manner:-
or 

I am the District Medical Officer of the District. 
The said is now within my district and I make this 
application at the request of , who is related to the 
said in the following manner :-:-

or 
I am not related to the said . The reasons why 

::his application is not made by a relative of the said J 

and my connection with him, and the circumstances under which I make 
this application, are as follows :-

3. Annexed hereto is a recommendation for the temporary treatment 
of the said , signed by 

To .. .... ( ...... ~ ............ It ~ .. " '" " .... " Ii ;. 

Signed .................•........•. 
Dated ...•.......................... 

S. 8 (2). 
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PART II. 
FORM OF RECOMMENDATION FOR TEMPORARY TREATMENT. 

Mental Treatment Ordinance, I933. 

Recommendation for the temp~rary treatment of 
of 

I, of hereby declare that :-
'1. I am the District Medical Officer of 

not the usual medical attendant of the above-named. 

of 
2. I examined the said 

, I9 
on the 

and I am 

day 

*3. I have formed the conclusions stated below on the following grounds, 
viz.:- ' 

:1, of hereby declax:e that ;­
I. I am a Member of the Medical Board and am (am not) the usual 

medical attendant of the above-named. 

2. I examined the above-mentioned on the 
day of , I9 

*3. I have formed the conclusions stated below on the following grounds, 
viz. :-

And we, the said 
declare that :-

I. The said 

and further 

(i) is suffering from mental illness; 
(ii) is likely to benefit py temporary treatment; 
(iii) is for the time being incapable of expressing himself as willing 

or unwilling to receive such trea~ent. 

2. It is expedient with a view to the said 
recovery that he should be received into 

's 
for a period 

not exceeding six months. 

Signed ................... -, ....... . 

Medical Qualifications ............... . 
Date ................... . 

Signed "., .. , ...........••...••..• 

Medical Qualifications ........ ', ...•.•• 
Date .. , .................... . 

* A person in specifying the grounds on w,hich his conclusions are, based, 
must carefully distinguish between sta~ements"of fact which are based upon 
his own observations and statements of fact which are based upon communi­
cations made to him by others. 

Passed in Council this 
in the year of Our Lord one 
thirty-fouTo 

second day of November, 
thousand nine hundred and 

J. O'CONNOR. 
Clerk, Legislative Council. 


