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. No.18. Cinematograph . 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

[Published as a SUPl)lam1at to th'il "Royal Ga?;~tte" issued OIl the 
17th day of December. 1936.J 

No .. 18-1936. 

I ASSENT, 

[L.S.] 

M. FLETCHER, 

1936. 

Governor. 
16th December, 1936 

17th December, 1936. 

AN ORDINANCE relating to Cinematograph Exhibitions . 

. BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and' Tobago 

. with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 
thereof as follows : -

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Cinematograph Shorttitle. 

Ordinance, 1936. 

2. In this Ordinance-
"Cinematograph film" or "Film" includes inflam­

mable film, non-inflammable film, silent film and 
phono film. 

" British film" means '7 ~:.-~ . 

Interpretation. 

(a) any filII?- dePicti~scenes int~nded f?r exhibition 
. by a cmematogr' h apparatus WhICh has been 
, shown to the" sati· action of the Board of Film 

;~~~rst~ ha~~~~~~ ,~~g~~m ~~~ ~ 
Fl1~' - - -- ~d- -is·· ·Goor~e=-¥, ~c:.cL .3 f9-) '-f' 

Chapte~29) ;-and~ ~-Cee ~) 

.M 
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« Poster" or ' -<ilm-poster" includes any printed ~-r~ 
matter, placa illustrated pamphlet, photograph, ~ I 

picture or other eyi~~ for advertising a film or a Jl~ Z'(?'S 
cmematograph ex ItlOn. - . 

« Prescribed" means pre cribed by Regulations made 
under this Ordinance. 

" Theatre" means any building or place used or 
intended to be used for" cinematograph exhibi­
tions ", being' exhibitions of pictures or other 
optical effects by means of a cinematograph or 
other sinlilar apparatus for the purposes of which 
cinematograph films are used; and" place" shall 
refer to premises other than a building whether 
or not such place is enclosed or covered in part or 
in whole. 

3. An exhibition of pictures or other optical effects by Proyisio1!s 
means of a cinematograph or other similar apparatus, for :::~:a~~e. 
the purposes of which cinematograph films are used, shall exhib~~ons 
not be given unless the Regulations made by the Governorl~~~~~et 
in Executive Council for the control of such exhibitions b~elic:~~::d 
and for securing safety are complied with, or elsewhere persons. 
than in a theatre licensed for the purpose under this 
Ordinance; and no person shall carryon the business of 
exhibiting films to the public on payment unless he holds 
a licence for the purpose, in accordance with the provisions 
of this Ordinance. ' 

4., (1) For the purpose of granting a licence under thi£Licensi~g 
Ordin~e the Licensing Authority shall be the several AuthOrity. 
~agi~trafeS~' with jurisdic~ion withi~ th~ir respect!ve judicial If?" IP • '" al. _" 

dIstncts and' whom wntten applIcatIon for a lIcence shall ' ~ 
be made. ~ ~~u.d 

(2) An applica iQn may also be made by the owner APPlicati~ f[j)./ fj ~r ~Pf-O . 

or lessee of premises, ~1.l'o~nt~~plates. e~ect~ng thereon a ~%~sional 
new theatre or convertIng an"l>xIstmg bUlldmg Into a theatrelwence. ~ . .;(' . 
to be used for cinematograph ~bitions, for a provisional 
licence pending the completion of 1u~ theatre. 

(?) The app~ication shall.state. tfi~~:plicant's .name, ~:~c~i~~'OI 
occupation and resIdence, the SItuatIon .o~e premIses to applicatirnl for 
be licensed, and other relevant facts in s11]'tport of the a hcence. 
application. The application shall not be heard't1lJ;til after 
the expiratiop of twenty-one days from the ~ate of its~ng 

! 
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(2) A licence shall not be granted for the purpose of 
exhibiting films in any theatre unless adequate provisions 
are made to the satisfaction of the Licensing Authorit , 
to ensure 

(a) that the sound of performances held the 'n shall 
not be a source of undue anno ce to or 
interference with the comfort occupiers of 
buildings in the neighbourho , 

(b) that there are sufficient ns of access to the 
theatre and sufficient ar parking facilities in 
the vicinity so as t void undue congestion of 
traffic; 

(c) that any exh' tion or performance in such 
theatre shal ot in any other manner constitute 
a nuisan of a public nature. 

(3) The Li nsing Authority shall not grant a licence 
in respect of y theatre unless they are satisfied by a 
certificate fr a competent engineer or architect approved 
of by th nspector-General of Constabulary or by other 
suffici "evidence that adequate measures have been taken 
and rovisions made for ensuring safety against fire and 
s ~ ctural defects and to ensure the safe and proper accoIIi-

odation of the members of the audience, 

1936. 

7. The Licensing Authority may issue a licence, subject Exemption 
to any conditions laid down therein, to any person to hold ~i:'~~~th 

h 'b't' f' t· h f'l f h' 't bl this Ordinance an ex 1 1 IOn 0 CInema ograp 1 ms or c an a e, in certain cases. 
educatio1)..al or other special purposes for such period as 
may be prescribed in the licence and exenlpting such 
person from compliance with the provisions of this Ordi-
nance and the Regulations made thereunder or any of them. 

:So licence may be revoked by the Licensing Authority Revooa~ion or 
at their IS reti@ at any time upon complaint made b~~~ 
the Inspector-Gen~il~ect of any breac~~- ~~ , 
plateq breach of thls0rdinance-or--oL~R-egUlations made -4Je-Q d ~ 
thereunder or of any of Jhe--eofi1fitto~ restrictions ... ~ f I; 
contained in the' ce.1he Licensing A uthOTii:-y~ for ((3). f ? ~ P ff f..t 1/)' .' 2 
sufficien se shewn suspend the licence for such peDo-d. 
~e Authority think fit. 

9. A licence shall be in force for not longer than Duration of 
one year, and for such shorter period ,as the LicensingliOenoe. 
Authority on the granting of the licence may determine, 
unless the +icence has been previously revoked. 

I 
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(5) A film to which any matter has been added after 
it has been approved by the Board sh3.11 be aga.in submitted 
for approval, and until it has been again approved shall be 
deemed not to have been approved . 

1936. 

. 13. !he ce~tificate given by the Bo~rd unde~ _ t~e !~:r1~~te to 

precedmg sectIOn shall state whether the fIlm to WhICh It stB:t~iffilm 
applies is a British film, and the length thereof approved fe~~~~h, and 

for exhibition. For the purposes .of this section each part aphf~~?d for 

of a film intended to be shown on one. occasion as a single ex; 1 Ion. 

part of a consecutive series shall be deemed to be a 
complete film . 

. , 14. Any person who is aggrieved by any decision of the Appea.l. 

Board shall have a right of appeal to the Governor in 
Executive Council. 

15. There shall be payable for every licence required Fees. 

under this Ordinance and for every film and poster 
submitted for approval under this Ordinance such fees as 
are prescribed. 

16. - (1) Every exhibitor shall keep in respect of each Records and . 

licensed theatre where he carries on the exhibition of films returns. 

a n~gister in the prescribed form, and shall "as soon as' 
practicable after the conclusion of each exhibition of films 
record therein the title, origin, length, and other particulars 
required, of each film or section of a serial film as exhibited 
on the occasion in question. 

(2) Every exhibitor shall furnish to the Chairman of Monthly 

the Board of Film Censors not later than the 15th dayof each ~~:f~h!~. be 

month a return in the prescribed form showing the title, 
length, origin and other particulars required of each film 
or section of a serial film exhibited by him at each 
licensed theatre under his control during the preceding 
calendar month. 

. (3) Any exhibitor who exhibits films in a tent or ~equirements 
other moveable structure licensed for the purpose shall ~~~~i~~:s 
not be required to keep more than one register in respect ::~able 
of such tent or structure. structures. 

, . (4) The Inspector-General or any member of the POW81' to call 

Constabulary Force appointed by him may at all reasonable ~~:=e 
times enter any licensed theatre and call for and examine records. 

the register which an exhibitor is required to keep under the 
terms of this section. 

I 



107 

No. IS. Cinematograph. 1936. 

18. - (1) The provisions of the preceding section shall Ext~nt ,!f the 
apply only to licensed theatres in the City of Port-of-Spain :~cft\~:t~7~ of 

and the Borough of San Fernando, and to licensed theatres 
in such other areas in the Colony as the Governor in 
Executive Council may by proclamation declare the said 
section to apply. 

(2) The provisions of the preceding section shall not 
apply to the following, namely :-

(a) Films being wholly or mainly commercial 
advertisements; . 

(b) Films used wholly or mainly for educational 
purposes and a ppr~ved as such by the Chairman 
of the Board of Film Censors; 

(c) Films consist.ing only of announcements or 
notices not accompanied by pictorial illus­
trations; 

(d) Films exhibited at a performance or· exhibition 
where the total length of film does not exceed 
two thousand feet. 

19.-(1) Every person who exhibits any film or anYExhibiting 
portion of a film in contravention of the provisions of this ill!Pg:;:~'!er. 
Ordinance shall be guilty of an offence and liable, on 
summary conviction, to a .... penalty not exceeding 
four hundred and eighty dollars for each occasion on which 
such offence takes place, and the film may be ordered by 
the Court to be forfeited to the Crown. Any film or any 
portion of a film so forfeited shall be dealt with in such 
manner as the Inspector-General of Constabulary shall 
direct. . 

(2) Every person who exhibits or causes to be 
exhibited any poster or who publishes or causes to be 
published any advertising material in respect of a film in 
contravention of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be 
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to 
a penalty not exceeding two hundred and forty dollars. 

20. If the owner of a cinematograph or other apparatus Offences 
uses the apparatus or allows it to be used, or if any person 
supplies light for any cinematograph or other apparatus 
which he has reasonable grounds for believing is being or 
is to be used, or if the licensee or the owner or occupier of 
any building or place uses such building or place or allows 
such bUllding or place to be used, in contravention of the 

N 
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(2) Regulations made under this Ordinance shall 
not have any force or effect until they have been approved 
by resolution of the Legislative Council, and when so 
approved they shall be published in the Royal Gazette and 
from the date of such publication, or from the date specified 
therein, such Regulations shall have the same force and 
effect as if they were contained in and formed part of this 
Ordinance: Provided that, until varied or revoked by any 
such Regulations, the Regulations and Forms contained jn 
the Second Schedule to this Ordinance shall be in force. 

1936. 

24. The First Schedule hereto may be amended by a Arnen.dment 

resolution of the Legislative Council, published in the of 1st Schedule. 

Royal Gazette. 

25. The following enactments are hereby repealed :- Repeal. 

1. 

(a) The Cinematograph Ordinance. Cap. 253. 

(b) The Cinematograph (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 22 of 1931. 

1931. 
(c) The Cinematograph (British Films) Ordinance, No. 41 of 1932. 

193Q. 
(d) The Cinematograph (British Films) (Amend- No. 13 of 1933. 

ment) Ordin9-nce, 1933. 
(e) The Cinematograph (British Films) (Amend- No. 33 of 1934. 

ment) Ordinance, 1934. 
(f) All Regulations made under the above-mentioned 

Ordinances. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

Requisite minimum percentages of films to be exhibited. 

2. 3. 4. 5. 
British films B. vV.I. films to 

( Vide sections 
17 and !<l4). 

Annual to tptal films British news films 
total British Local films to 

exhibited. (including B.W.I. 
period. films) to total news news films total B.W.I. 

(Excluding films exhibited. exhibited. films. news films.) 

1937 ..... . ... 15 per cent. . ... 50 per cent. . ... 10 per cent. 50 per cent . 

1938 ...... . ... 17! per cent ..... 50 per cent. .... 10 per cent. 50 per cent . 

Subsequent 20 per cent. .... 50 per cent. . ... lOper cent . 50 per cent. 
years 

I -
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(d) Openings not larger than is necessary for effective projection 
and not exceeding two for each lantern, shall be permitted in the front 
face of the enclosure. Each opening shall be fitted with a screen of 
fire-resisting material, which on being released from either inside or 
outside the enclosure shall close automatically with a smoke-proof joint. 

(e) The necessary pipes and cables shall enter through efficiently 
bushed openings. 

(f) Where the Licensmg Authority is of opinion that it is impracti­
cable, or, in the circumstances, unnecessary to safety, that the enclosure 
should be of a permanent nature or should be erected outside the building 
or auditorium, the licence may by express words dispense with these 
requirements. In any such case the enclosure shall be effectually 
ventilated direct to the outside air; and the floor, if of wood 'shall be 
completely covered with fire-resisting material. 

1936. 

7. Every licence granted under the Ordinance shall contain specific Conditions 
conditions for the carrying out of Reg1llations 3 to 6 in the building or oilicence. 
place for which the licence is granted. 

, 8. In every case where a licence has been granted under the Plan ~~ 
Ordinance in respect of a building or structure of a moveable character, ~eSc~lpt~on of 
or of a place other than a building, a plan and description of the building, b~es~l;~)li~d. 
or stru<;::ture, or place, certified with the approval of the Licensing 
Authority, shall be attached to the licence. Such a licence may provide 
that any of the conditions or restrictions contained therein may be 
modified by the Licensing Authority. The licence and plan' and descrip-
tion shall be produced on demand to any constable or' to any person 
authorised by the Licensing Authority. 

9, Every licence granted under the Ordinance shall contain a clause Alterations 
providing for its lapse, or, alternatively, for its revocation by the Licensing in theatre to 
Authority if any alteration is made in the buildi.l'1g or the enclosure be approved. 

without the sanction of the Licensing Authority; or if at any time the 
Licensing Authority consider a place for which a licence was granted 
is no longer suitable ~or the purpose. 

to. The lantern shall be placed on firm supports of fire resisting Lantern.. 
construction. The lantern shall be provided w~th a metal shutter which 
can be readily inserted between the source of light and the film gate. 

11. The film gate shall be of massive construction and provided Film gate. 
with ample heat radiating surface, and the passage for the film shall be 
sufficiently narrow to prevent flame travelling upwards or downwards 
from the light opening. 

. 12. Where electric light is reasonably available for use, no other Electric light 

illumillina~t shall bhe usehd for lthe J?ur1I?ohse of tli~e exh1. hibtitiohnll' bIn anydcase ~~~~~~~J~t 
no ummant ot er t an e ectnc Ig t or me Ig s a e use for 
such purpose. 

13.-(a) Within the enclosure the insulating material of all electric Electric light. 
cables including" leads" to lamps in the enclosure shall be covered with 
fire-resisting materiaL . 

I' 
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Proof pressure in hydraulic test, after annE)aling, 224 atmospheres, 
or 3,360 lb. per square inch. 

Permanent stretch shown by water jacket not to exceed 10 per cent. 
of elastic stretch. 

One cylinder in 50 to be subjected to a statical bending test, and to 
stand crushing nearly flat between rounded knife-edges without cracking. 

Regulations applicable to all Cylinders. 
Cylinders to be marked with a rotation number, a manufacturer's or 

owner:s mark, an annealing mark with date, a test mark with date. The 
marks to be permanent and easily visib~e. 

Testing to be repeated at least every two years, and annealing at 
least every four years. 

A record to be kept of all tests. 
Cylinders which fail in testing to be destroyed or rendered useless. 
Hydrogen and coal gas cylinders to have left-handed threads for 

attaching connections and to be painted red. 
The compressing apparatus to have two pressure gauges, and an 

automatic arrangement for preventing overcharging. The compressing 
apparatus for oxygen to be wholly distinct and unconnected with the 
compressirlg apparatus for hydrogen and coal gas. 

Cylinders ncit to be refilled till they h,ave been emptied. 
If cylinders are sent out unpacked the valve fittings should be 

protected by a steel cap. 
A m:L.liinum weight to be fixed for each size of cylinder in accordance 

with its required thickness. Cylinders oUess weight to be rejected. 

1936. 

16. All cinematograph projectors shall be fitted with two metal Protection of 
film boxes of substantial construction, and not more than fifteen. inches projectors. : 
in diameter,insid~ measurement, to and from which the films shall travel. 
Such boxes shall be made to close in a manner which will prevent the 
ingress of fire, and shall be fitted with a film-slot so constructed as to 
prevent the passage of flame to the interior of the film box. All films 
when not in the machine; and while still in the enclosure, shall be contained 
in closed metal boxes. 

17.-(a) No inflammable article unnecessary for the purposes of the Inflammable 
exhibition shall be taken into or allowed to remain in the enclosure. artihic~be~t d' 

. pro leln 
(b) No smoking shall at any time be permitted within the enclosure. the enclosure. 

18. The Inspector-General of Constabulary may order that Fire- Fire.fighting 
fighting appliances suitable to the character of the building and adequate a.ppliances. 

to deal with an outbreak of fire be provided, and these shall be provided 
by the proprietor and maintained in good working order. During any 
exhibition such appliances shall be in charge of a person specially 
nominated for that purpose who shall. ee that they are kept constantly 
available for use. . ! . 
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25. Such attendants shall remain on duty during the whole time Attendants to 
that the premises are open to the public. be on duty. 

26. The Licensee or the person nominated by him in writing as Inst·ructions 
aforesaid shall see that the operators and every other person who may to operators. 
be called upon to handle inflammable film on the premises for any purpose 
,are fully instructed as to the dangers arising from the use of inflammable 
film, the precautions to be observed to prevent risk of ignition and the 
steps to be taken in the event of film smouldering or catching fire. 

PART n.-CENSORSHIP. 
27. In the following Regulations the" Board" means the Board of Definition. 

Film Censors and " Chairman " means the Chairman of such Board. 

28- The Chairman shall keep- The "Board's 
'(1) A book in which shall be entered particulars of all films records and 

b 'tt d f .. h t' I . I d 1 aecaunts. '-- su m! e or exammatIOn; suc par ICU ars to mc u e t le . 
names of such films, the names of the owners, renters and/or 
exhibitors of such films, the number of persons advertising 
such f,ilins and the n,ames of the censors by whom such films 
were examined and their decision regarding them. 

(2) Accounts of-
(a) All moneys received in respect of fees payable for' films 

submitted for examination; . 
(b) Payments made for the use of any theatre for the purpos'e 

of examining films; 
(c) Any disbursements made in carrying out the duties of the 

censors. 

29. The undermentioned fees shall be payable in advance to the Examinl1tion 
Chairman for every film submitted for examination,. that is to say :_ Fees. 

Phono films :-
For each re,el of a sound length up to and including 

1,000 feet 
For every 100 feet or part of 100 feet over 1,000 feet .... 

Silent films :-
For each reel of a length up to and including 1,000 feet...~ 
For every 100 feet or part of 100 feet over 1,000 feet .... 

:65 
'08 

The Chairman shall in due course deposit all fees received with 
the Treasurer. 

30. All payments are to be made by the Treasurer on vouchers Paymep,t by 
certified by the Chairman. . . Treasurer 

31. The Chairman may arrange with the owner or any representative Payment for 
of the owner of a cinema for the use of his theatre, operating room and ~h:a~~e. 
necessary appliances on payment of twenty-five cents per reel. 

o 
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40. The Governor may grant leave of absence to any Censor and "{Jeave to 
may temporarily fill the vacant place or places during such absence. ensol's. 

41. The office of the Board shall be such rbom or place as the Board'r; 
Governor may from time to time specify in the Royal Gazette. offioe. 

42. The Register required to be kept by the Exhibitor in respect ;~f~~~~', ' 
of films submitted and exhibited shall be in the form B hereto. 

43.-(a) Certificates of approval may at any time be cancelled by Certifioate 
the Board provided that the reasons for such cancelling shall be given to of approval, 

the exhibitor in writing. 

(b) A certificate of approval may, subject to the conditions 
to be imposed, be in the form following:-

vVe certify having examined on the day of Forro, 

19 a film entitled 
submitted to the, Board of Film Censors and have approved of 
the same being exhibited within the Colony subject to the 
following conditions :-

for Board of Film Censors. 

PART HI.-BRITISH FILMS AND' QUOTAS. 

44. The book to be kept by the exhibitor, and the return to be Heoordof 
furnished under section 16 of the Ordinance shall be in Form C hereto. quotas. 

Subject to the provisions of section 16 (3) of the Ordinance a separate 
book shaJI be kept by the Exhibitor in respect of each theatre in which 
he exhibits films. 

45.-(a) In every year every exhibitor shall, at each theatre in which Pementa,ge 

he exhibits Britioh News films, exhibit B.W.I. films (mcluding Local:'~·i;;~~.l 
films) to the extent' prescribed in the First Schedule to the Ordinance. films to be 

exhibited. 

(b) If in any year any exhibitor fails to comply with 1he 
requirements of this regulation in respect of any theatre he shall be 
liable on conviction to the penalty preo:cribed by the Ordinance unless 
such a certificate as is hereinafter mentioned has been issued by the 
Chairman of the Board of Film Censors, or unless he proves to the 
saHsfadion of the Court that the reasons for non-complianGe were reasons 
beyond his control. -

(c) Where on submission by all exhibitor it appears to the Board 
of Fillll Censors that though the requirements of this Regulation have 
not been complied with the reasons for non-compliance were reasons 
beyond the control of the exhibitor, the Chairman shall issue his 
certificate ito that effect. 

! 



By whom 
sn1)mitted. 

PART V.-FORMS. 

FORl'd A. 

LIST OF FILMS SUBMITTED FOR CENSORSHIP UNDER REGULATION 32. 

Feature, 
Title of Phono or news 
Film. Silent; B.W.I. 

or Local. 

I 

'-H 
o '-H 

I 0 
ui H H <l) 

..o<l) 

Sit; 
::J 0 
Zp., 

-----------,-- -- - --- ---

H Decision <l) • 
..c:..c: 

of Board of ~.~ 
<l)+, 

Censors and ..c: 'M 

s::~ conditions. 

~- -- ----- -- -- ------

~---.. --~-~------~~ 

rei 
<l) 

<l) q 
+' ''''; 
cd S q c1l 

P<i 
f:r1 

<l)~ 
'-H+';> 
o ~ 0 
<l)''''; H 

-;;J 11 g: 
q~c1l 

u'8 

I 

Signature s 
s. of Censor 

---_ .. --- -----

NOTE.~Names of CensoTs by-whom the fiJm~ ,vas exam-ined to be endorsed hereo11 or written hereunder. 

z 
o 



FORM C. 

Form of Eook to be kept by Cinema. Proprietor and Return to be furnished by ExIlibitor nnder Section 16 of the Or(]inance. 

I Place I 
Date. I of I Title of Film. or 

Exhibition. Silent. 
_____ i _____ . ___ 1 ________ ._. _. ______ . 

Phono Feature, BRITISH. 
ne·ws, 

B ,VI . I 1: . '1 No. of Length 
or ~oca. reels. in feet. 

_.. - .. --~- . - -_. __ .-

Other No. of Length 
Nationality. reels. in feet. 

Per­
centage 
British. 

J 

Signature of 
person in 
Cl1arge. 

-----·-~I .--

-~ .. --'----------------------------. ------'-------------------------------

z: 
o . 
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FORM E. 

The Cinematogl'aph Ordinance, 1936. 

LICENCE FOR AN EXHIBITOR. 

Under Section 5 of the Cinematograph Ordinance, 1938, 

(A.B.) ........ " " ........ of. ...................... , ........ ' ..... , .. ", 

is hereby licensed to carryon the business of exhibiting films to the public 

during the year 19 ,subject to the following conditions and restrictions, 
that is to say: 

(1) The fee of $ is payabie, in respect of this licence to tl:", 
Treasury, the receipt for whIch amount must be furnished to th{t 
Licensing Authority before thIS licence can be used or becomes 

valid . 

(2) No film shall. he exhibitec1 unless the provisions oithe Ci.nemato~ 
g-ril.ph Ordinance a.nd H,eguhtions ha,ve been complied wi til. 

, 
This LicBl1ce expires 011 the 

"lOnnA!" revoked. 

Daten this i.J ay of 

day of 19 • unless 

LicensiJ.7g A nthority. 
l\Iagistrate District. 

*( Insert herr. any other conditio'1'ls to he imjJoserl). 

Passed in ,Council this fourth day of December, 
in the year of Onr Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-six. 

J. O'CONNOR, 
Clerk of the Cowzcil. 


