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No. 11. Commissioners' Powers Conferment oj. 

lH.INIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

(Published as a Supplement to the .. ctazette Elxtraordinary" issued on the 
1st September, 1937.) 

No. 11-1937. 

~~J ., ~e:~1 II, ~J ~s~,~ ao 

, I ASSENT, 

LL.S.] 
M. FLETOHER, 

1937. 

\\ 

\ 
Goverrl()1' 

28th August, 1937 

\ 

\\18t September, ~937. 
"\\t 

'\, 

AN ORDJNANCE'tQ confer certain powers on tpe 
Commissioners appQinted by the Secretary of State· 
to enquire into ari'a,. report upon the origin and 
character of the receJi~ disturbances in the Colony, . 
and other kindred matters . 

. "'" .. 
\ .. 

\"XIHEREAS the Secretary of 'State has appointed JOJ;IN . 
V V FORSTER, Barrister-at-Law,'I1ir ARTHUR PUGH, Knight, 

Commander of the Most Excellerit. Order of the British' 
Empire, Justice of the Peace, THOMA~,}hTZGERALD, Compan­
ion of the Most Distinguished Order "'Qf St. Michael and 
St. George, Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire, KENNETH'VINCENT BRoWN>.pne of the Puisne 
Judges of Trinidad and Tobago, and GWILY¥ ARTHUR J ONEB, 
Commissioner of Agriculture of the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, to be Commissioners to 
enquire into and report upon the origin and\character of . 
the recent disturbances in the Colony and "all matters 
relating thereto, to consider the adequate s£e..Es to be 
taken to deal with these disturbances, and ~o make 
recommendations \ 

i ... 

F. 
\'\ 
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..... And Whereas it is expedient to confer certain powers 
on the said Commissioners . 

. B:E it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 
thereof as follows :-. 

I 

Short title. 1. This. Ordinance may be cited as the Commissioners' 
Powers (Conferment of) Ordinance, 1937. 

Definition. 2. The s~id Commissioners, JOHN FORSTER, Barrister-

Quorum. 

Powers of 
Com-
missioners 
with regard to 
summoning 
witnesses, 
production of 
evidence, &c. 

at-Law, Sir A.RTHUR PUGH, Knight, Commander of the Most 
Excellent Ordyr of the British Empire, Justice of the Peace, 
rfHOMAS FITZGimALD, Companion of the Most Distinguished 
Order of St. M~chael and St. George, Officer of the Most 
EXQellent Order:.of the British Empire, KENNETH VINCENT 
BROWN, one of tHy Puisne Judges of Trinidad and Tobag·o, 
and GWILYM ART~UR JONES, Commissioner of Agriculture 
of the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, Tr~nidad, 
are hereinafter caHE:ld "The Commissioners n • .. 

"\ 
3; Any two Com1nissioners shall be a quorum and may 

exercise the powers glyen by this Ordinance. 

4. The Commissi04ers' shall have the following 
powers :-

\. 

(a) to~rocure all, such evidence, written or oral, 
and to examine all such persons as witnesses as 
the Commissi6p.ers may think it necessary or 
desirable to procure or examine; 

(b) to require the 'evidence (whether written or 
oral) of any witilfess to be made on oath or 
declaration, such o{1th or declaration to be that 
which could be required of the witness if he 
were giving evidenc~ in the Supreme Court; 

(0) to summon any pers04 in the Colony to attend 
any meeting of the'\ Commissioners to give 
evidence or' produce ~:Py document or other 
thing in his possession\.and to examine him as 
a witness or require \}1im to produce any 
document or other thiI1g in his possession,. 
subject to all just exceptiaps ; 
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to issue a warrant to compel the attendance of 
any person who, after having been summoned 
to attend, fails to do so, and does not 
excuse such failure to the satisfaction of,the 
Oommissioners, and to order him to pay all 
costs which may have been occasioned in 
compelling his attendance or by reason of his 
refusal ,to obey the summons, and also to fine 
such person a sum not exeeeding twenty-four 
dollars; such fine shall be recoverable in the 
same manIi~r as a fine imposed by the Supreme 
Court;' 

(e) to fine in a "'sum _ not exceeding twenty-four 
dollars any person who being required by the 
Commissioners to, give evidence on oath or 
declaration or to produce a document or other 
thing, refuses to do'\so and does not excuse such 
refusal to the satisfact,ion of the Com misRioners; 
such fine shall be recoverable in the same 
manner as a fine imposed by the Supreme Oourt: 

Provided always that,if any witness objects 
to answer any ques~ion o'h the ground that it 
will tend to incrjmi~1ate bir;n or on any other 
lawful ground, he shall, nb,p be required to 
answer the question nor b~ liable to any 
penalties for refusing to answer \ 

(j) to admit any evidence, whether ~ritten or oral, 
which might be inadmissible in civil or criminal 
proceedings; '. 

\ 

(g) to admit or ex.clude the public from any meeting 
of the Oommissioners; , 

(h) to admit or exclude the press from any ~eeting 
of the Oommissioners ; , 

. \ 

(i) to award l1ny person who has attended\ any 
meeting of the Commissioners, including \ftny 

'interpreter appointed under Section 5 of tpis 
Ordinance, such sum or sums as in the opiniqn 
of the Oommissioners may have been reasonably 

,incurred by him by reason of such attendance'.; 

Fl. 
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5. \(1) The Commissioners shall have the power to 
appoin·t, any person, whether in the Government service or 
not,to a~t as interpreter in any matter brought before them 
and to tr€1nslate any books, papers or writings produced 
to them. \ 

(2) LAu1y interpreter under this section shall take 
and subscribe\the following oath, or, as the case may be, 
make' and subso#be before the Commissioners the following 
affirmation or de~laration, viz. :-

"1, ....... '" ...... ;',. ............. .. .... .. . ........ .. do swear (or solemnly 
affirm or declare) that\l. will faithfully perform the duties of interpreter, 
and will truly translate"-or explain all documents entrusted to rr.e for 
such purpose to the best\of my ability, and that 1 will not except as 
authorized by the Commissioners directly or indirectly reveal the contents 
of such documents as may B~ entrusted to me, nor the evideJ1~e given by 
witnesses which may have be~n interpreted by me." 

~owances to 6. Any sums a warded. '. by the Commissioners under 
r;;!;:::~rs, Section 4 (i) of this Ordinance shall be paid out of the 
&c. < public funds of the Colony .. 

False evidence 7. (1) Any person who sh~U gIve false evidence before 
and false - U .. Lh" d I' 'd d 
interpretation. the ommIsslOners, upon oalJ·,or ec aratlOn as. pro VI e 

for in Section 4 (b) of this OrdiItance, shall be guilty of an 
offence and shall be liable upon c"qnviction to imprisonment 
for a term.not exceeding two years. 

(2) Any person who, bei:q.g appointed by the 
Commissioners to act as interpreter· in any matter 
brought before them or to translate any documents 
produced to them, and having taken th(3 oath or made the 
affirmation or declaration nrescribed in Bection 5 of this 
Ordinance, shall wilfully give a false int'8,rpretation of any 
evidence or make an untrue translatiQfl of any such 
document, shall be guilty of an offence and, shall be liable 
upon conviction to imprisonment for a tern:i~not exceeding 
two years. \. 

\, 
\:c 
\. 

Use of 8. No evidence taken under this Ordinari:Qe shall be 
evidenoe .taken admissible against any person in l":bny civil dr. criminal 
under thIS d' h . h f "h d Ord~.ance in procee mg w atever, except In t e case 0 a perso':q. c arge 
:!~i!~tPro- under I::iection 7 of this Ordinance with giving false 

evidence before the Commissioners. \ . . 
\ 
\ ,. 

\.. 
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9.'0) Any person who threatens, insults or injures any Penalty for 
", f h' "d t f th threats, &c., person ,or avmg gIven eVI ence, or on accoun a e to witnesses. 

evidence\which he hns given before the Commissioners, 
shall be guilty of an offenoe and shall be liable upon 
conviction 'to imprisonment' for a term not exceeding 
two years. . 

(2) Any person who hinders or attempts to hinder 
any person from 'giving evidence before the Commissioners 
or by threats deter~ or attempts to deter any person from 
giving such evidenc~, shall be guilty of an offence and 
shall be liable upon cqnviction to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two years. 

\ 

10. Any person who'cpmmits an act of contempt as Penalty for 

defined hereafter against th'e,. Commissioners or any of them contempt. 

is guilty of an offence and\,~hall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding four hundred and eighty dollars or to imprison-
ment for a term not exceeding t~ree months. 

\, 
'\ 

11. The following shall be d~~med to be an act of Definition of 

contempt within the meaning of Sec~ion 10 hereof :_ contempt. 

(i) Any act of disrespect and\any insult or threat 
offered to the Commissioners or any of them 
while sitting in Commission \, 

, ' 

(ii) Any act of disrespect and any", insult or threat 
offered to a Commissioner at any other time and 
place. on account of his proc~edings in his 
capacity as a Commissioner. \\ 

\, 

\ 
12. (1) Where an act of contempt is committed in the Method of ' 

presence of the Oomrnissione~s sitting. in Co~m\ssion, the ~~:~:;;th 
Commissioners may after hearIng the offender In hi~ defence 
pass sentence upon him forthwith in accordan~e with 
Section 10 hereof. '\ ' 

'\ 

(2) In any other case the Commissioners may suiumon 
the offender to appear before them at a time and plab~ to 
be specified in such summons, there to show cause wh}\he 
shpuld not be judged to have committed an act of conte:n1l?t 
arid be dealt with accordingly. \ 

\\ 
\. 
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(3) If "'~ny person who has been s~mmoned in' 
accordance with sub-section ('2) hereof fails to attend at the 
time and place specified in the summons, the Commissioners 
may issue a warrant"t9 compel the attendance of such 
person and order such person to pay all costs which may 
have been occasioned in coinpelling his attendance and may 
also fine such person a SUhl not exceeding twenty-four 
dollars, such fine to be recover~l..e'in the same manner as'a 
fine imposed by the Supreme Coutt .. 

'\t". 

" 
Passed in Council this twenty-se~'eI!;th day of August, 

in the year of Our Lord one thousand hipe hundred and 
thirty-seven. """'" 

W. E. BOARDlVIAN, 
Clerk of the Oou'lJcil. 

-:, ' 


