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No, 

AN ORDINANCE to restrict the rents of certain premises 
and the right to recOver possession of such premises 
during the present emergency and for one year 
thereafter. . 

CommenCelll(lllt. . [9th October, 1941.J 

Short title. 1. (1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Rent 
Restriction Ordinance, 1941. 

(2) This Ordinance shall continue in force until the 
expiry of the Emergency Powers (Colonial Defence) Order 
in Council, 1939, and for one year thereafter and may be 
continued in force for a further period or periods of twelve 

. months at a time by resolution of the Legislative 
(3) The expiration of this Ordinance shall not render 

recoverable by a landlord any rent or sum during the 
continuance of this Ordinance, was not recoverable by such 
landlord, or affect the right of a landlord to recover any 
arrears of rent which, during the continuance of this 
Ordinance, were recoverable by such landlord, or: affect 
the right of a tenant to recover any rent or sum which, 
during the continuance of this Ordinance, was recoverable 
by such tenant, or prevent or affect the prosecution, 
conviction, or punishment of any person for anything done 
or omitted during the continuance of this Ordinance. 

2. (1) In this Ordinance--· 
Intcl'preta,tion. " agricultural land J1 does not include the garden of 

a house or building, or land within the curtilage 
of a house or building ; 

" Board" means a Rent Assessment Board 
stituted under section 5 of this Ordinance for 
the area in which any premises in question are 

. situated; 



No. 13. 

37 
Rent Restriction. 

" building land " means land let to a tenant for the 
purpose of the erection thereon by the tenant 
of a building used, or to be used, as a dwelling 
or for the pu bHe service or for business J trade 
or professional pl1rpQses, or for anycombinatioD 
of such purposes, or land on which the tenant 
has lawfully erected such a building, but does 
not include any such Jand \vhen let vi'ith 
agricultural land ; 

"dwelling-house" means a house, a part of a house 
separately let, or a room separately let, which 
at the material date was or is used mainly as a 
d'welling, and includes land occupied with the 
premises under the tenancy, but does not include 
a house, part of a house, or room when let with 
agricultural land ; 

({ furniture" includes fittings, machinery and other 
articles used in premises but not forming part 
thereof; 

" landlord ') includes any person deriving title under 
the original landlord and any person who is, -or 
would but for the provisions of this Ordinance, 
be entitled to the of the premises; 

Ii let" includes" sub-let /' . . ' 
" let furnished)) means let at a rent which includes 

payment for the use of furniture, and "let 
unfurnished " shall be construed accordingly; 

" prescribed date" means the 1st of July, 1940, in 
relation to premises in the Borough of Arima, 
and the 1st of January, 1940, in relation to 
other premises;' . 

" public or commercial building" means a building, 
or a part of a building separately let, or a room 
separately let, which at the material date was 
or is used mainly for the public service or for 
business, trade or professional purposes, and 
includes land occupied therewith under the 
tenancy but does not include a building, part of 
a building or room when let with agricultural 
land; 

1941. 

" the Rent Restriction Ordinance )J means the Rent (11.27 No. IlL 

Restriction Ordinance ; 
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!! standard rent" in relation to premises let at the 
commencement of this Ordinance, or hereafter 
let, means the standard rent of such premises 
ascertained in accordance with this Ordinance 
and appropriate to the category of letting in 
which the same are let; 

" tenant 11 includes a sub-tenant and any person' 
deriving title from the original tenant or sub-
tenan t J as the case may be ; 

." tenancy" includes « sub-tenancy". 
(2) For the purposes of this Ordinance one letting of 

premises shall be deemed to be in the same category as 
another letting of the premises if both lettings are of-

(a) building land ; or 
(b) a dwelling-house let unfurnished; or 
(c) a dwelling-house let furnished; or 
(d) a public or commercial building let unfurnished; 

or 
(e) a public or commercial building let furnished; 

and if, in the case of two lettings of furnished premises, the 
furniture is of approximately the same quality and quantity 
on each letting, 

3. (1) This Ordinance shall 2tpply, subject' to the 
provisions of sections 4 and 20 thereof, to all land which is 
building land at the of this Ordinance or 
becomes building land thereafter, and to all dwelliIi.g-houses. 
and public or commercial buildings whether in existence or 
let at the commencement of this Ordinance or erected or let 
thereafter and whether let furnished or unfurnished, being 
building land, dwelling-houses and public or commercial 
buildings situate in the areas described in the Schedule 
hereto: Provided that this Ordinance shall not apply to-

(a) a dwelling-house while let at a rent which 
bona fide includes payment for board or 
attendance; or 

(b) building land while let on a building lease, or a 
renewal or continuance of a building lease, for 
a term 'of twenty-five years or more; or 

(c) a dwelling-house while let by the Planning and 
Housing Commission as constituted under the 
Slum Clearance and Housing Ordinance. 
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(2) All building land, dwelling-houses or public or 
commercial buildings to which this Ordinance for the time 
being applies are hereafter referred to as « premises to 
which this Ordinance applies n, 

1941. 

4. (1) The Governor in Council may, if he thinks fit, by Powerto 
d d b I , f h L '1' C '1 d extend or or er approve y reso utlOn ate egls atIve ouncI an 
bl' h d' th R l G tt . applIcation pU IS e In e oya aze e- ofOluinance. 

(a) extend the provisions of this Ordinance to any 
area named in the order; 

(b) declare how the standard rent of any premises, 
or class or description of premises in an area 
which becomes subject to the provisions of this 
Ordinance by virtlie of any such order is to be 
ascertained ; 

(c) exclude from the operation of this Ordinal1ce any 
area to which this Ordinance previously 
applied; 

(d) exclude from the operation of this Ordinance any 
specified premises, or any specified classes or 
descriptions of premises, or any specified classes 
or descriptions of premises in a specified area. 

(2) In the application of 'this Ordinance. to premises 
which become subject to the provisions of this Ordinance 
by virtue of an order made under this section, the expression 
,{ commencement of this Ordinance" shall, unless the 
context otherwise requires or the order otherwise directs, 
mean the date of the Roval Gazette in which the order is 
first published. v 

(3) The exclusion of premises from the operation of this 
Ordinance by order under paragraphs (c) or (d) of sub-
section (1) of this section shall not render recoverable by a 
landlord any rent or sum which, before that excJ.usion, was 
not recoverable by such landlord, or affect the right. of g. 
landlord to recover any arrears of rent which, before that 
,exclusion, were recoverable by such landlord, or affe.ct the 
right of a tenant to recover any tent or sum \vhkh, qefore 
that exclusion, was recover.able by:such tenant, or prevent 
.or affect the prosecution, conviction or punishment of any 
person for anything done l)ejoJe that exclusion: 

< I ,-

I 

.... 
I 

'0 
" 
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!:!sment 5. (1) The Governor shall establish, for the purposes of 
Boards. this Ordinance, so many Rent Assessment Boards as he 

shall think fit and shall specify in relation to each Board 
'the area in regard to which it may exercise the powers 
conferred and perform the duties imposed by this 
Ordinance . 

. (2) The Governor shall appoint a Chairman of each 
Board and; in the absence or inability to act of the Chairman, 
may appoint a person to act temporarily as Chairman. 

(3) The Governor shall appoint panels of persons from 
which the members of each Board (other than the Chairman) 
may be selected. 

(4) A Board, at any sitting thereof, shall consist of 
three members, namely the Chairman and two members to 
be selected' by the ChaiIman from the appropriate panel 
appointed under subsection (3) of this section. 

(5) The Governor may appoint a Secretary to any 
Board. 

(6) The members and secretaries of the Boards shall 
receive such remuneration, if any, as the Governor may 
generally or specially direct. 

(7) All appointments under this section shall be during 
the Governor's pleasure. --

(8) No person shall act as a member of a Board in any 
matter in which, if he were a Judge, he would not be entitled 
to act on the ground of interest. 

(9) The establishment of the Boards and all appoint-
ments under this section shall be published in the Royal 
Gazette. 

Proceedings 6. (1) At meetings of a Board, the decision of the majority 
of Boards. of the members shall prevail; Provided that if no majority 

decision is reached, the decision of the Chairman shall 
prevail. , 

(2) Before making any order) a Board shall give all 
interested parties an opportunity of being heard and of 
adducing evidence. 

(3) Evidence shall be given on oath and the proceedings 
of a Board shall be deemed to be judicial proceedings for the 

eh. 4-. No. In. purposes of the Perjury Ordinance. 
I 
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(4) A Board may take into consideration any relevant, 
facts within the knowledge of any member of the Board 
notwithstanding the absence of formal proof of such facts) 
provided that such facts are within the personal knowledge 
of such member of the Board or were found to be proved at 
a meeting of a Board of which he was a member; and 
provided further that before any such facts are taken into 
consideration the party or parties present before the Board 
shall be informed of the substance of such facts and given 
the opportunity, if he or they so desire, of adducing 

, evidence in regard thereto. 
(5) The Chairman shall have the powers of a Judge of 

a Petty Civil Court to compel the attendance and examina-
tion of witnesses and the production of documents. 

(6) The proceedings of Boards ,shall be open to the 
public, and minutes thereof, including a summary of the 
evidence given and a statement of all facts taken into 
consideration pursuant to the provisions of subsection (4) 
of this section, shall be kept by the Chairman. 

(7) An interested party may be represented before the 
Board by a barrister or solicitor of the Court. 

(8) An order of a Board shall operate from such date 
whether before or after the date on, which the ,order is made, 
as may 'be specified in the order, or, if np, such date ,be 
specified, from the date of th,e order. Any such order may 
be proved by production of a copy of the order purporting 
to be signed by the Chairman or by the Secretary of the 
Board. ' , 

(9) The Board shall have power to award costs in 
accordance with any scale of costs fixed by rules made 
under subsection . (11) of this section. 

(10) When an application has been made to a Board 
under this Ordinance, the Board may make an order on 
such application notwithstanding the non-attendance of 
the applicant or any person interested before the Board. 

(11) The Chairman of the Board for the City of 
Port-of-Spain, or for an area including the City of Port-of-
Spain, may, with the approval of the Governor in Council, 
make rules, not inconsistent with this Ordinance, as to the 
form and manner of applications to the Boards) the fees to 
be paid on such applications) the scale of costs appJicable 
to Qefore the BoarQ.s, the proGedure of 

1941. , 
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Boards, the forms of documents to be issued by the Boards 
and· the manner in which they are to be certified or served. 
All 'fees s4all be paid into the general revenues of the 
Colony. With regard to any matter on which rules under 
this subsection have not be'en made, each Board may give 
such directions, and regulate its procedure in such 
as may seem just: Provided that no fees shall be taken 
except in accordance with rules made under this subsection . 

. (12) An appeal shall lie to the Full Court from any 
order of a Board and the procedure in respect of any such 
appeal shall be such as is laid down in the Summary 
Courts Ordinance. . 

Standard 7. Until the standard rent of any premises in relation 
to any category of letting has beeen determined by the 

by the Board. Board under section 9, the standard rent of the premises 
in relation to that category of letting shall be the rent at 
which they were let in the same category of letting on the 
prescribed date or, where the premises were not so let 

. on that date, the rent at which they were last so let before 

. that date, or, in the case of premises first so let after the 
prescribed date, the rent at which they were, or are ,hereafter, . 
first so let: Provided that-

(a) premis!=s'shall f!.9.t, for the purposes of 
. section, be regarded as having been let' in the' 

same category of letting on or before the 
prescribed date. if they were so let under a 
tenancy agreement or lease providing for a 
progressive rent;; , 

. (b) where the standard rent of premises is deter-
minable under ·:this section by reference to 

'the rent at which they were let on or before 
the prescribed date, and that rent exceeded 
the rent which was permissible under' the 
Rent Restriction ,Ordinance, the standard rent 
shall be the rent which was permissible under 
the Rent Restriction· Ordinance; 

(c) in the case of premises let at a progressive rent 
payable under a tenancy agreement or lease, 

. the standard rent shall, until the tenancy is· 
determined I be the maxhnum rent payable under 
the tenancy agree1l1el1t or lease. 
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8. (1) \Vhere any premises are intended to be let as a 
or as a public or comrrlercial building, or to 

as building land, it shall be lawful for any person proposing 
to let the same to apply to the Board to fix provisionally 
the rent which will be the standard rent of the premises 
when they are so let and the Board may fix such pro-
visional standard rent accordingly. The applicant shall 
disclose to the Board the terms and conditions of the 
proposed letting and all circumstances which will affect 
the standard rent of the premises and, if the premises are 
later let substantially on such terms and conditions and 
in such circumstances, such provisional standard rent 
fixed by the Board shall be dee.med to be the standard 
rent of the premises determined by the Board and appro-
priate to the category of letting in which they are let. 

(2) Where any premises are intended to be let as 
a dwelling-house, or as a public or commercial building, 
or as building land, without having previously been let 
in the same category of letting, it shall be the duty of the 
person proposing to let the same to apply to the Board 
under the preceding subsection, before the commencement 
of the tenancy, to fix the:provisional standard rent. If 
any person shall fail to comply with the provisions of this 
subsection, he shall be guilty of an offence against this 
Ordinance. 

(3) The landlord or the tenant of any premises to 
which this Ordinance applies may at any time, unless the 
standard rent of the premises appropriate to the category 
of letting in which they are let has already been 
determined by the Board, apply to the Board to deter-
mine the standard rent thereof appropriate to that 
category of letting. 

(4) It shall be lawful for the Board at any time, by 
notice in writing served on the landlord, to require him 
to apply to the Board within a time to be specified in the 
notice for the determination of such standard rent and, 
if the landlord shall fail so to apply, he shall be guilty of 
an offence against this Ordinance and the Board may 
determine such standard rent as though he had so applied. 

9. (1) \iVhen the standard rent of any premises in Determination 
1 . fl' . d . d b of standard re atlOn .to any category 0 ettmg Isetermme Y rent by the 

Board. 
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the Board, ,it shall be determined 011 the principles of 
section 7, nwdified as 

(a) where the premises 'were not let in the same 
ca tegory of letting on or before the prescribed 
date, the standard rent shall be the rent which, 
in the opinion of the Board, might reasonably 
have been expected in respect of a similar 
letting of similar premises in the same locality 
on the prescribed date (regard being had when 
practicable to the rents actually obtained from. 
any such similar lettings) with an addition, 
in' the case of a dwelling-house or public or 
commercial building erected after the pres-
cribed date, of such amount as the Board may 
think reasonable on account of increased 
amenities of the locality, or increased cost of 
building, between the prescribed date and the 
date of completion of the building; 

(b) where the premises were let in the same category 
of letting on or before the prescribed date, 
and the standard rent ascertained in accordance 
with the provisiops of section 7 would, in the 
opinioh of the .Board, be substantially higher 
or lower than the standard rent ascertained 
on the principles of paragraph (a) of this 
section, the Board may determine the 
rent 0:U the prinCiples of that 

(2) \Vhere, for the purpose of determining the standard 
rent of any premises to w.hich this Ordinance applies, 
it is necessary to apportion the rent at the date in relation 
to which the standard rent is fixed the Board may, on 
the application of either party or of the superior landlord, 
make such apportionment as seems just and the decision 
of the Board as to the amount to be apportioned to the 
premises shall be final and conclusive. 

10. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, 
where, at any time after the commencement of this 
Ordinance, the rent of any premises to which this Ordinance 
applies exceeds the standard rent by more than the amount 
permitted under this Ordinance, the amounto£ such excess 
shall, nohvithstanding any agreement or lease made before 
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or after the commencement ... of this Ordinance to the 
contrary, be irrecoverable from the tenant, and if it is 
paid by the tenant, shall be recoverable by him, or by 
persons claiming through him, from the person to whom it 
was paid or his personal representative, and may, without 
prejudice to any other method of recovery, be deducted 
from any rent or money due or subsequently becoming 
due from the tenant: Provided that, in the case of premises 
let at the commencement of this Ordinance under a tenancy 
agreement or lease made before the 28th of April, 1941, 
this subsection shall not operate to render irrecoverable 
from the tenant or recoverable by the tenant or persons 
claiming through him, or deductible, any rent payable 
under the tenancy agreement or lease save and in so far 
as it is in excess of the rent which, immediately prior to the 
commencement of this Ordinance, was permissible under 
the Rent Restriction Ordinance and the Defence (Rent 
Restriction) Regulations, 1941. 

(2) Any transfer to the tenant of any burden or 
liability which, in calculating the standatd rent of any 
premises, is treated as borne by the landlord, shall, for 
the purposes of this Ordinance, be treated as an alteration 
of rent, and where, as a result of such a transfer, the terms 
on which the premises are held are on the whole less 
favourable to the tenant, the rent shall be deemed to be 
increased whether or not-the sum periodically payable 
by way of rent is increased; and any increase of rent in 
respect of any transfer to the landlord of any burden or 
liability which, in calculating the standard rent of any 
premises, is treated as borne by the,· tenant where as a 
result of such transfer, the terms on which the premises 
are held are on the whole not less favourable to the tenant, 
shall be deemed not to be an increase of rent for the 
purposes of this Ordinance: Provided that, for the purposes 
of this Ordinance, the rent shall not be deemed to be 
increased, where a liability for rates or taxes is transferred 
by the landlord to the tenant, if a corresponding reduction 
is made in the rent, . 

(3) If a landlord knowingly· receives, or a tenant 
knowingly pays, any rent which is by Ordinance 
made irrecoverable, he be guilty pf an offence against 
this Ordinance, and if a landlord is convicted of any such 

194J· 
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offence the Court in which the conviction is obtained 
may, \vithout prejudice to any other right which the tenant 
may have to recover the rent overpaid, order the landlord 
to repay the sanle. 

11. (1) The amonnts by 'vvhich the rent of any premises 
to which this Ordinance applies may exceed the standard 
rent shall, subject to the provisions oJ this Ordinance, 

(a) the amount of any increase in rent which a 
landlord has made, or coulclla\vfully have made, 
after the prescribed date by virtue of the 
statutory ten per centum increase permitted by 
section 5 of the Rent Restriction Ordinance: 
Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to 
premises first let in a category of letting after 
the prescribed date ; 

(b) the amount of any increase in rent which a 
landlord has made, or could lawfully have made, 
after the prescribed date by virtue of an order 
of a Magistrate under section 8 of the Rent 
Restriction Ordinance; 

(c) an amount proportionate to any increase in the 
amount of the rates and taxes payable by the 
landlord since the date by reference to which the 
standard rent of the premises is determinable; 

(d) the amount of any percentage increase sanctioned 
under subsection (2) of this section; 

(e) any amount sanctioned by the Board, on the 
application of the landlord, 'where the landlord 
has incurred expenditure in effecting-

(i) substantial improvements or structural 
alterations in the premises other than 
for ordinary or necessary repairs, or 

(ii) substantial improvements to the amenities 
of the premises, or substantial improve-
ments in the locality from which the tenant, 
derives benefit, not being improvements 
for necessary maintenance or drainage : 

Provided that the Board may decline to make 
an order under this paragraph in respect of 
premises which, in the opinion of the Board, 
are not in tenantable repair, unless such 
condition is due to the tenant's neglector default. 
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(2) The Governor in Council, with the sanction of 
the Legislative Council, may, by order published in the 
Royal Gazette, sanction an increase of rents by such per-. 
centage of the standard rents as he may think fit. Any 
such order may be made to apply. to all premises in the 
areas in the Schedule hereto or in relation to all-premises 
in any specified area in the Schedule. 

(3) The Board may, at any time, on the application 
of the landlord or the tenant, determine, in relation to any 
premises the amount by which the rent may exceed the 
standard rent in any of the circumstances contemplated 
.by paragraphs (a), (b) or (c) of subsection (1) of this section. 

(4) Whenever the Board may fix a provisional 
standard rent of any premises it may also, in an appropriate 
case,fix the amount by which the rent of the premises 
when let may exceed the provisional standard rent. 

(5) The Board may revise, either by increasing or 
decreasing the amount, any order of a Magistrate under· 
section 8 of the Rent Restriction Ordinance, or any order 
made by the Board under this section, in any case in whiCh 
in the opinion of the Board, altered circumstances justify 
such revision and, without prejudice to the generality of 
this power, the Board may revise any such order if the 
premises are not in tenantable repair, unless such condition 
is due to the tenant's neglect or default. 

1941. 

12. The landlord of any premises to which this Ordinance Statement as 
applies shall, on. being requested in writing by the tenant 
thereof, supply him with a statement in writing as to what supplied. 
is the standard rent of such premises, and, if without 
reasonable excuse he fails within fourteen days to do so, or 
supplies a statement which is false iIi any material 
particular, he shall be guilty of an offence against this 
Ordinance and shall be liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of forty-eight dollars. 

13. (1) A person shall not. as a condition of the grant, Restriction 
1 t ' f t f . . t Qndemand renewa, ?r con, muance 0 . a ,enanGY: Q any premIses 0 

which thIS Ordmance apphes, not pelng a tenancy 
a lease, or a renewal or continuance lease, for a term 
of 25 years or inore, the of any fine:. 
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premium, or other like SUIll} or the giving of any consider-
ation in addition to the rent, and where any such payment 
or consideration shall be paid after the commencement 
of this Ordinance, the amount or value thereof shall be 
recoverable by the person by whom it was made or given 
or his personal representatives. 

(2) Any person after the commencement of this 
Ordinance requiring any payment or the giving of any 
consideration in contravention of this section, and any 
person making any such payment or giving any such 
consideration, shall be guilty of an offence against this 
Ordinance and, if a person convicted of requiring any 
payment or the giving of any consideration as aforesaid 
has received such payment or consideration, the Court in 
which the conviction is obtained may order him to repay 
the amount or value of the same to the person from whom 
it was received. 

14. (1) No order or judgment for the recovery of 
possession of any premises to which this Ordinance applies, 
or for the ejection of a tenant therefrom, shall, whether 
in respect of a notice given or proceedings commenced 
before or after the commencement of this Ordinance, be 
made or given unless--

(a) some rent lawfully due from the tenant has not 
been paid for at least thirty days after it 
became due; or 

(b) some other obligation of the tenancy (whether 
express or implied and whether under the 
contract of tenancy or under this Ordinance) 
so far as the same is consistent vlith the 
provisions of this Ordinance has been broken or 
not performed and, in the case of the non-
performance of any such obligation by the 
tenant, the tenant has been in default for at) 
least thirty days; or 

(c) the tenant or any person residing or lodging with 
him or being his sub-tenant has been guilty of 
conduct which is a nuisance or minoyance to 
adjoining occupiers) or has been convicted of 
using the premises or allowing the premises to 
be used for <=111 immoral or illegal purpose or the 

-', }, 
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condition of the premises has, in the opinion of 
the Court, deteriorated or become insanitary 
owing to acts of waste by, or the neglect or 
default of, the tenant or any such person and, 
where such person is a lodger or sub-tenant, the 
Court is satisfied that the tenant has not, before 
the making or giving of the order or judgment, 
taken such steps as he ought reasonably to have 
taken for the removal of the lodger or sub-
tenant; or 

(d) the tenant has given notice to quit; or 

(e) the premises, being a dwelling-house or a public 
or commercial building, are reasonably required 
by the landlord for-

(i) occupation as a residence for himself or 
for some person wholly dependent upon 
him, or for any person bona fide residing 
or to reside with him, or for some person 
in his whole time employment, or 

(ii) use by himself for business, trade or 
professional purposes, or 

(iii) a combination of the purposes in sub-
paragraphs (i) and (ii) above; or 

(f) the premises, being building land, are reasonably 
required by the landlord for-

(i) the erection of a building to be used for 
any of the purposes specified in para-
graph (e) of this subsection, or 

(ii) use by himself for business, trade or 
professional purposes not involving the 
erection of a building, or 

(iii) a combination of such purposes; or 

(g) where the premises, or any portions thereof, 
have been compulsorily acquired under the 

1941. 

Acquisition QrdiI}ance, or are required 
ior purposes of an approved scheme under . . 
tlfe Slum Clearance and Housing Ordinance, or Ch. 37, No.2 . 

. the Town and Region,al Plal1ning Qrdin,(ince i or 011,37, No.3, 
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(h) the premises are required by the landlord, or 
by a person claiming through or under him, 
for the purpose of oil-mining or refining or for 
purposes ancillary thereto ; .or 

(i) the premises, being a dwelling-house or a public 
or commercial building, are required for the 
purpose of being repaired, improved, or re-built, 
and an undertaking is given that the landlord 
will, immediately after the completion of the 
repairs, improvements, or re-building, give the 
tenant an opportunity of renewing his tenancy 
at such rent and on such conditions as the 
Board may order; or 

(j) the premises, being a dwelling-house, are required 
for occupation as a residence by a former tenant 
thereof who gave up occupation in consequence 
of his service in any of His Majesty's Forces 
during the war ; or 

(k) the premises are required for public purposes; or 

(l) the or thep:l;tblic or commercial 
building, or the building erected by the tenant 
on building land, as the case may be, is required 
by law to be ; .or 

(m) 
, . 

the tenant has' sub-let, QT parted with the 
possession of, t:\ie whole. o'r any part of the 
premises without either obtaining the consent 
of the landlord. or being expressly authorised 
by or under the tenancy agreement or lease so 
to do; or 

(n) the tenant of a dwelling-house, or of building 
land on which the building erected by the 
tenant is used or is intended to be used mainly 
as a dwellirgJ USes the house or building mainly 
Jar business J trade or professional purposes 
wi thou t either 0 btaining the consen t of the 
landlord or being authorised by or under the 
ten.aney agreement or lease so to do; or 
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(0) the tenant has been offered by the landlord 
in writing a new tenancy at a higher rent which 
is permissible under this Ordinance but other-
wise on the same terms as the existing tenancy 
and has failed to accept, such offer in writing 
within a reasonable time; or . 

(p) a building on building land has been sold under 
distress for rent; Qr 

(q) a dwelling-house has been let to a tenant in the 
employment of the landlord on condition that 
the tenancy shall subsist only during the 
tinuance of such employment, or only until the 
expiration of a period not exceeding one.month 
after the termination of such employment, 
and the employment has terminated, or such 
period has expired, as the case may be; or 

(r) a dwelling.;house has been let to a tenant .in the 
employment of the landlord in consequence of 
that employment, and the employment has 
determined or the landlord has offered the 
tenant suitable alternative accommodation; 

and unless in addition, in any such case as aforesaid, the 
Court asked to make the order or give the judgment 
considers it reasonable to make such order or give such 
judgment. 

(2) A Court asked to make such an order or give such 
a judgment may adjourn the application or stay or suspend 
execution of the order or judgment or postpone the date 
of possession for such period as it thinks fit, and subject 
to such conditions, if any, in regard to payment of arrears 
of rents, mesne profits, or otherwise as the Court thinks 
fit, and, if such conditions are complied with, the Court 
may, if it thinks fit, discharge or rescind the .order or 
judgment. 

. . (3) Where an order .or judgment -been made".or 
given before the. commencement of this Ordinance but 
notexec"Q.ted, and, in the opinion of the Court, the order' 

I 

, 1941 . 
. .. -, . .' --:--:--
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or judgment would not have been made 01' given if this 
Ordinance had been in force at the time ,"vhen such order 
at judgnlent was made or given, the Court may, on appli-
cation of the tenant, rescind or vary such order or judgment 
or postpone its operation conditionally or unconditionally 
in such manner as the Court may think fit for the purpose 
of giving effect to this Ordinance. 

(4) Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the making 
of an order for the ejectment of any person where, in the 
opinion of the Court asked to make the order, the 
ment is expedient in .the interest of public health or public 
safety. 

(5) If, after a landlord has obtained an order or 
judgment for possession or ejectment under this sectioIi, 
it is' subsequently made to appear to the Court th.at 
the order was obtained by mis-representation or the 

of material facts, the Court may order 
the landlord to pay to the former tenant such. sum as 
appears sufficient as compensation for or loss 
sustained by the tenant as a result of the order or 
judgment. 

'(6) The Court before which any such undertaking 
as is mentioned in paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of this 
section is given shall record the same in writing and shall 
forward a copy thereof to the Board. . The Board shall 
record every such undertaking, and any order in respect 
thereof made under this subsection, in a book which shall 
be opyn to public inspection.'· The landlord shall not 
re-let the premises or any part thereof to any person other 
than the former tenant without the permission of the 
Board and such permission shall not be granted unless the 
landlord shall satisfy the Board that he has fulfilled his 
undertaking or has taken all reasonable steps to do so. 
Any purported re-letting in c('utravelltion of this 
subsection shall be void and no rent shall be recoverable 
in respect thereof and, if paid, shall be recoverable by 
the who paid it or his personal representative. 
At arty time before the permIssIOn of the Board to re-let 
the premises is obtained the former tenant (whether or not 

! there has been any purported re-letting of the premises) 
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may apply to the Board for the renewal of his tenancy and 
the Board may direct that the tenancy shall be renewed 
at such rent and on such conditions as the Board shall 
think fit and thereupon the tenancy shall be deelned to 
have been renewed accordingly and the Board may issue 
its warrant to any constable to place the former tenant 
in possession of the premises. Without prejudice to the 
preceding provisions of this subsection, if any landlord 
shall fail to apply to the Board within one week after the 
completion of the repairs, improvement or re-building, and 
befOle the premises or any part theleof are again occupied, 
to determine the rent and conditions at and on which a 

• renewal of the tenancy is to be offered to the former 
tenant, or shall fail to offer to the former tenant, in such 
manner and within such tim,e as the Board may direct, 
a renewal of the tenancy at the rent and on the con-
ditions so determined, 01 shall purport to re-let the 
premises in contravention of this subsection, he shall be 
guilty of an offence against tbis Ordinance. 

(7) In granting an order or giving judgment under 
thissectionforpossession or ejectment in respect of building 
land, the Court may require the landlord to pay to the 
tenant such sum as appears to the Court to be sufficient 
as compensation for damage or loss sustained by the tenant, 
and effect shall not be given to snch order or judgment 
until such sum is paid. " " 

1941. 

15. (1) A tenant who, under the provisions of this Conditions 
reta!nS of any premises so 

as he rdalns possessIOn, observe and be entItled to 
the benefit of all the terms and conditions of the original 
contract of tenancy, so far as the same are consistent 
with the provisions of this Ordinance, and shall be entitled 
to give up possession of the premises only on giving such 
notice as would have been required under the original 
contract of tenancy: Provided that, notwithstanding 
anything in the contract of tenancy, a landlord who 
obtains an order for the recovery of possession of premises 
Of for the ejectment of a tenant retaining possession' as 
aforesaid shall not 'be required to give any notice to quit 
to the tenant. 
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(2) Any tenant retaining posseSSlOn as aforesaid 

shall not, as a condition of giving up possession, ask to 
receive the payment of any sum, or the giving of any other 
consideration, by any person other than the landlord, 
and any person acting in contravention of this subsection 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance, and 
the Court by which he was convicted may order any such 
payment or the value of any such consideration to be paid 
to the person by whom the same was given, but any such 
order shall be in lieu of any other Inethod of recovery 
prescribed by this Ordinance. 

(3)vVI1ere the interest of a tenant of a dwelling-house 
is determined, either as the result of an order for possession 
or ejectment, or for any other reason, any sub-tenant to 
whom the premises or any part . thereof have been sublet 
either with the consent of the landlord or in accordance 
with express authority conferred by or under the tenancy 
agreement or lease shall, subject to the provisions of this 
Ordinance, be deemed to become the tenant of the landlord 
on the same terms as he would have held from the tenant 
if the tenancy had continued. 

16. If any person in any rent book or similar document 
makes any entry showing or purporting to show any 
tenant as being in arrear in respect of any sum which 
by virtue of this Ordinance is irrecoverable, or, where any 
such entry has before the commencement of this Ordinance 
been made by or on behalf of any landlord, if the 
hmdlord on being requested by or on behalf of the tenant 
so to do refuses or neglects to cause the entry to be deleted, 
that person or landlord shall be guilty of an offence against 
this Ordinance and shall be liable to a fine of ninety-six 
dollars. 

17. Any person who shall be guilty of an offence 
against this Ordinance for 'whichno special 
ment is provided shall be liable onsumma.ry conviction 
to a fine of four hundred and eighty dollars. 
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18. Proceedings in respect of an offence against this LimitatIon, 
O d ' b . '. of prosecutlOD. r mance may e commenced at any tIme wlthm 
twelve months from the date on· which the offence 
was committed. 

19. (1) The jurisdiction of Magistrates under the of 
S E ' t t 0 d' h ·1' d . th· . t' Maglstrates, ,ummary Jec men r mance, S aI, unng e con mu- Oh, 27. No, 17. 
ance of this Ordinance, extend to all premises to which 
this Ordinance for the time being applies irrespective of the 
nature of the tenancy or the length of the term or the 
amount of the rent. 

(2) The Governor may, if he thinks fit, appoint 
one or more additional Magistrates for the purpose of 
exercising in any district the jurisdiction conferred upon 
Magistrates by the Summary Ejectment Ordinance as 
extended by this section. 

20. It shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to Special 
t ' t' 1 f' b ' powers of the sanc Ion any par lcu_ar tenancy 0 premIses, emg a Governor in 

tenancy at a rent of $200 per month or more, notwith- Council. 
standing that the rent is in excess of that which could be 
lawfully recovered under this Ordinance and thereupon 
the provisions of this Ordinance shall cease to apply to 
the premises so let until the term of such tenancy shall 
have expired or the tenancy shall have been otherwise 
determined. 

21. Upon the coming into force of this Ordinance, Repeal. 

the Rent Restriction Ordinance shall be repealed: 
Provided that such repeal shall not render recoverable 
by a landlord any rent or sum which, during the continu-
&luce of that Ordinance, was not recoverable by such 
Jandlord, or affect the right of a landlord to recover any 
p,rrears of rent: which, dllring the continuance of that 
Ordinance, were recoverable by such landlord, or affect: 
the right of a tenant to recover any rent or sum 
during the continuance of iha t Ordinance was recover;:tble 
by such tenant, or prevent or affect the prosecution, 
convictionJ or punishment of any person for anything done 
or omitted during- the continuance of that Ordinance. : ..: .. :, - . -' . ' . -' - -, . - -. . 
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THE SCHEDULE. 

The City of Port-oi-Spain. 
The Borough of San Fernando and its suburbs within 1 mile of its 

boundaries. 
The of Arima. 
The foiIowing towns and villages, viz. :-

Chaguanas, Couva, Princes Town, Rio Claro and Sangre Grande 
comprising the correspondingly named areas defined in the 
Schedule to the Public Health Ordinance, or any modification 
of such areas under the Public Health Ordinance. 

The Wards of Diego Martin, St. Ann's, Tacarigua and Arima i11 the 
County of St. George (excluding the Islands in the Gulf of Paria). 

The Wards of Naparima, Pointe-a-Pierre and Savana Grande in the 
County of Victoria (excepting San Fernando and its suburbs). 

The County of St. Patrick. 
The Island of Tobago. 


