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THE MOTOR CAR ORDINANCE, ·1923. 
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Table showing sources of the Ordinance. 

CoRRESPONDING SECTION OF ExiSTING LAw. 

Short title. 

Section 2 of 36-HJ12. Definitions of " Cons tab 1 e," 
"Regulations " and "Prescribed" have been added. 
Definition of " Public Road" amended. 

Section 4 of 36-1912, and section 4 of 24-1921. 

Secticn 5 (1) of 36-1912. The worlls "not being disqualified 
for obtaining a licence" have been inserted in line 3. 

Section 2 of 47-1914. 

Section 5 (3) of 3u-1912 amended to provide that all licenres 
shall expire on 31st December. Provision is m:1de for 
continuing licences in force at the commencement of the 
Ordinance, and for renEwal on proportionate payment. 

Section 5(4) of 36-1912 amended to give express power to stop 
cars for the purpose of den1anding production of licences. 

4 (5) Section 5 (5) of 36-1912. 

5 Sedion 3 (1) of 36-1912. (Section B (2) and (3) of 36-1912 
have been included in sections 11 and 12 of Ordinance). 

6 Section 8 of 36-1912. 

7 ... Sections 2 and B of 38-1920 .. 

8 (1). (2) (3) Rection 3 (1) of 24-1921. 

8 (4) · ... Section 3 (2) of 24-1921. 'rhe notice of intended prosecution 
must be in writing. This gives effect to the decision of 
the Full Court here, and is the law in England. 
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Section 7 of 36-1912. 

SectionfJ ~£ 36-1912 and_section 2 (c) o£47-1914. Paragraph (h) 
of sub-section (1) a.nd sub-section (3) are new. 

Section 3 (2) and (3) of Ordinance 36,-1912 extended so as to 
apply to any offence under the Orainance. 

Section 11 of 36-1912, amended. 

Section 2 of 24-1921. The proviso to (4) is new. 

Section 12 of 36-1912. 

Is new. 

Repeal. 

····1 Commeneement. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO.· 

No. 26-:-1923. 

I ASSENT, 
[L.S.] 

8. H. WILSON, 
.GQvernor. 

14th December, 1923. 

AN ORDINANCE to regulate tho use of Motor Oars . 

. [1st January, 1924.] 

B E it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
. with the advice and conse.:nt of the Legislative. Council 

thereof as follows :-

. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Motor Car Short title. 

Ordinance, 1923. · 

. 2. In this Ordinance, unless the context othe1·wise r~terpreta· 
t10u. 

requires, the expression-
" JYiotor . Car" means any vehicle propelled by 

mech_anical power, and so constructed that no 
smoke or visible v:;Lpour is emitted therefrom 
e:£(ceptfrom any temporary or accidental cause, 
and includes a motor eyclo .. 

l :Pric¢ 6d.] 
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Motor cars. 1923. 

"Public Road " means. any street or road to which 
the public are granted access. 

"Inspector-General" means the Inspector-General 
of Constabulary. 

"Constable" includes any member of tbe 
Oonsta.bulary Foree, but does not include a 
Rural, Estate, City or Borough Constable. 

"Regulations" means Regulations made under 
section 10 of this Ordinance. 

"Prescribed" means prescribed by the Regnbtions. 

Regi~trationof · ·:3.-(1) Every motor car shall be registered with the~ 
motor cars.: . Inspector-General, who shall assign a separate number to 

every motor car so registered. 

(2) ·A mark, indicating the registered number of the 
motor car, shall be fixed on the motor car in such manner 
as may be prescribed. 

(3) A fee of tYrenty shillings shall be paid to the 
Inspector-General on the registration of every motor car, 
except in the ca.se of motor cycles, for which the fee shall 
be :five shillings. 

( 4) If any motor car is used on a public road without 
being registered, or if the mark to be fixed in accordance with 
sub-section (2) hereof is not so fixed, or if, being so fixed, 
it is in any way obscured or rendered or allowed to become 
not easily distinguishable, the person driving the motor car 
shall be guilty of an offence under this Ordinance, unless, in 
the case of a prosecution for obscuring a mark or rendering or 
allowing it to become not easily distinguishable, he proves 
that . he has taken all steps reasonably practicable to 
preveilt the mark being obscured or rendered not easily 
distinguishable. 

Provided that 
(a) A person shall not be liable to a penaJty under 

·this section if he proves that he has had no 
reasonu,ble opportunity of registering the car in 
accordance with this section, and that the car 
is being driven on a public road. for the purpose 
of being so registered; and 
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(b) The· Inspector-General may assign to any 
manufacturer of or dealer in motor cars, on 
payment of an annual fee not exceeding three 
pounds, a general identification mark which may 
be used for any motor car on trial after completion, 
or on trial by an intending purcht>user; and a 
person shall not be liable to a penalty under 
this section while so using the motor car, if the 
mark so assigned is fixed upon the motor car in 
the manner prescribed. 

( 5) For the purposes of this section, a vehicle trailed 
after or propelled by a motor car shall be deemed to be a, 
motor car, and the fee for the registration of such a vehicle 
shall be twenty shillings. 

19:::l3.· 

4.-(1) A person shall not drive a motor e2x on a public Li?emilJg of 

road unless he is licensed for the purpose under this dmers. 

section, or unless, not being disqualifieJ for obtaining a 
licenee, he is sitting next to a licensed driver for the purpose 
of being instrueted in the driving of motor ears, and a person 
shall not employ any person who is not so lieensed to drive 
a motor ear. 

If any person aets in contravention of this provision 
he shall be guilty of an offence under this Ordinance. 

(2) ·The Inspeetor-General shall on payment of a 
lieenee fee of five shillingR grant a lieence to drive a motor 
ear to any person applying for it, if sueh person is duly 
qua1ified under this Ordinance ~nd under the Regulations. 

(3) A lieenee granted under this section sh[dl be in sueh 
form ag may be presoribed, and shall eommence on the 
day on whieh the same shall be granted, and shall expire 
on the thirty-first day of Deeember next following; but 
every sueh licence shall be renewable. 

Provided that any lieenee in foree at the commencement 
of this Ordinance shall eontinue in foree for the period 
named therein and shall be renewable on the expiration 
thereof on payment of the· proportionate. part of the 
lieenee fee eowputed from the first day of the month 
following the date of the expiration of sueh licenee. 
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Reckless 
driving. 

Duty to stop 
in cabe of 
accident. 

Using motor 
car without 
consent of 
owner. 

Motor cars. 192f-t 

(4) It shall be ]awful for any constable in uniform to 
require any person driving a motor car on a public road to 
stop and to produce his licenoe for inspection ; and if any 
such person shall hil to stop or to produce his licence when 
so required, he shall be guilty of an offence under this 
Ordinance. 

(5) Any person under tho age of seventeen years shall 
be disqualified for obtf1ining a licence. 

5. If f1ny person drives a motor car on a public road. 
recklessly or negligently, or at a speed or in a manner 
which is dangerous to the public, having regard to all the 
circumstances of the case, including the nature, condition 
and use of the road, and to the amount of traffic which 
actually is at the time, or which might reasonably· be 
expected to be, on the road, such person shall be guilty of 
an offence under this Ordinance. 

6. A person driving a motor car shall, in any case, if a.n 
acciden·t occurs to any person, whetb er on foot, on horse­
back or in a vehicle, or to any horse or vehicle in charge of 
any person, owing to the presence of the motor car on the 
road, stop, and, if required, give his name and address, and 
also the name and address of the owner and the registration 
number of the car; and if any person knowingly acts in 
contravention of this section, he shall be guilty of an 
offence under this Ordinance. 

7.-· (1) If any person uses ·a motor car without the 
consent of the owner, he shall be guilty of an offence under 
this Ordinance. 

Provided that a person shall not· be convicted under 
this section if he proves either.....,.. 

(a) That he had good reason to believe and did in 
fact believe that the owner of the motor car 
would, had he been present, have consented to 
the motor car being used in the manner in 
which it was used, or 

(b) That he had reasonable cause to believe and did 
in fact believe that he had a right to use the 
motor car. 
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(2) If any person is convicted under this section, the A~ard o£. ·:., 
. t t 'f h th' k fi 'tl . dd't' t. compensation. magis -ra e may, 1 e m s t, e1 1er 1n a 1 10n o or -· · 

without infl..icting any punishment, order that the person 
convicted do pay to the owner of the motor car either or 
both of the following sums, namely-

(a) Such sum as, in the opinion of the magistrate, 
would have beon charged if the motor oar had 
been hired by the person convicted. 

(b) Such sum as, in the opinion of the magistrate, 
represents fair compensation for any damage 
done to the motor car. 

8.-(1) A person sha,ll not, under any circumstances, Rate of speed 
· h' 'b d 1' 't 1 dr' t t of motor cars. w1t 1n any preson e 1m1 s or p ace, 1ve a mo or oar a a . 

speed exceeding twenty miles per hour, or such lesser speed 
as may be prescribed. 

(2) A person sha,ll not, ·under any circumstances, Rate of speed 
a. · t t · ] · b of motor - nve a mo or van, mo or orry or motor omm us on a lorries, &c. 

public road at a speed· exceeding ten miles per hour. 
Provided othat the speed over any bridge shall not be more 
than eight. miles per hour. Provided further that where 
a rate of speed for motor cars less than ten miles per ho:ur 
is prescribed, a m.ot9r van, motor lorry or motor omnibus 
shall not be driven faster than such prescribed ra,te 

-of speed. 

(3) If any person acts in contravention of this section, Penalty . 

. ha shall be guilty of an offence under this Ordinance. 
Provided that a person shall not be convicted under this 
section fo.r exceeding the limit of speed fixed by this section 
or by the Regulations merely on the opinion of one witness 
as to the· rate of speed. 

(4) Where a person is prosecuted for an offence under ~Mice of 

th • t. h h .11 t b . t d l h . d mtended 1S sec wn, e s a no e convw e un ess e 18 warne prosecution. 

of the intended prosecution at the time the offence is 
committed, or unless written notice of the intended 
prosecution is sent to him or to the owner of the car as 
entered on the register within such time after. the offence 
is committed, not exceeding twenty-one.days,- as the Court 
thinks reasonable. 
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!1\~~~~~~1!l. 9. If any person fraudulently alters or uses, or fraudulently 
use. of identifi- lends or allows to be used by any other person any mark 
catwn mark or f • d t 'f · · . ' 
licence. or 1 el?- 1 ymg a qar, or any licence or any document 

purportmg to be ·11 licence granted under this Ordinance he 
shall be guilty of an offence under this Ordinance. 

Regula-tions 
by Governor 
in Executive 
Council. 

10.-(1) The Governor in Executive Council m.ay make 
Regula tiona-

( a) Providing generally for facilitating the identi­
fication of motor cars, ana in particular for 
determining and regulating generally the size, · 
shape and character of the identifying marks to 
be fixed under this Ordinance and ·the mode in 
which they are to be fixed a'nd to be rendered 
easily distinguishable, whether by J1ight or by 
day ; and with respect to the registration of 
motor cars, and the entry of particulars, . 
including. particulars of the ownership of the 
car, in the register, .and the giving of those 
particulars, and for making any particulars . 
contained in the register available for use by 
members of the Constabulary Force, and for 
maki~g the registration of a car void if the· 
Regulations as to registration are not complied 
with; · · 

(b) with respect to the licences to be granted by the 
Inspector-General under this Ordinance, and in 
particular with respect to the qualifications to be 
required to be possessed by drivers; and with 
.respect to the grounds for suspending and 
cancelling licences and for refusing to grant or 
renew licences to persons offending against this 
Ordinance or the Regulations, or who have 
been convicted either summarily· or on 
indictment of any offence whatsoever; and with 
respect to the surrender by holders thereof of 
suspended or cancelled licences, and the 
manner of dealing with the ~arne ; and with 
respect to the register to be kept of those 
licences and the renewal of licences, and _for 
providing special facilitie~ for granting licences 
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to persons not resident in the Colony, and for 
making any particulars with respect to any 
persons whose licences 8Jre suspended or endorsed 
available for use by members of the Constabulary 
Force and for preventing a person holding more 
than one licence ; 

(c) prohibiting or restricting the driving of any 
motor cats, or of any special kind of motor cars, 
on any specified public road or part of a public 

- road, on which ordinary motor car traffic 
would, in the opinion of the Governor in 
Executive Council, be specially dangerous ; 

(d) with respect to the use of motor cars or any class 
Df motor cars on public roads and the conditions 
under which they may be used; 

(e) with respect to the number, position and kind of 
lights to be carried on motor oars, and the times 
during which they are to be exhibited ; 

(f) with respect to the carrymg of horns or other 
instruments capable of giving audible and 
sufficient warning of the approach or position of 
motor mus; and with respect to· the character 
and kind of such horns or other instruments ; 

(g) for the purpose of regulating the conduet of 
drivers of motor cars standing or plying for hire 
or reward; 

(h) providing for all ::mch matters as are authorized 
by this Ordinance to be prescribed; 

( i) generally for the better carrying out of the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

(2) Any person who shall contravene or fail to comply 
with any Regulation made under this section shall be 
gnilty of an offence under this Ordinance. 

(3) All Regulations made under this section shall 
be published in the Royal Gazette and shall be 
judicially noticed. 

I 

1923. 
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Refusing to 
give name or 
address or 
giving false 
na.me or 
address. 
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11. If the driver of any motor car who commits an 
offence under this Ordinance or under the Regulations 
refuses to give his name or address, or gives a false name 
or address, he shall be guilty of an offence under this 
Ordinance; and it shall be the duty of the owner of the 
motor car, if required, to give any informatiqn which it is 
within his power to give, and which may lead to the 
identification and apprehension of the driver, and if the 
owner fails to do so he shall also be guilty of an offence 
under this Ordinance. 

Powe[ to .• 1 t 12. It shall be lawful for any constable to apprehend 
~~::anth lou without warrant the driver of any motor car who 'commits 

an offence under this Ordinance or under the Regulations 
within his view, if such driver refuses to give his name and. 
address or to produce his licence on demand. 

Procedure. . 13. All offences under this Ordinance or under the 
Regulations shall be prosecuted, heard and determined . 
before a Magistrate, and the procedure in respect of such 
offences and of all matters incidental to and arising out of 
the prosecution of such offences shall be such as is laid 

(9-1918.) down in the Summary Conviction Offences (Procedure) 

PenaltieB. 

Suspension of 
licence and 
disqualifica­
tion. 

:Ordinance, 1918. · 

t4. Every person who shall be convicted of any offence 
under this Ordinance or under the Regulations shall be 
~liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds or to imprison­
meht with or without hard labour for any term not exceeding 
six months . 

.. 15.-. (1) Any Court before whom a person is convicted 
of an offence under this Ordinance or the Regulations, 
or of any offencein connection with the driving of a motor 
car under any other Ordinance or any Regulation made 
thereunder or at common law, 

(a) may, if the person convicted holds any licence 
under this 0 rdinance, suspend that licence for 
such time as the Court thinks fit, and if the 
Court' thinks fit, also declare the person convicted 
disqualified for obtajning a licence for such 

·further time after the expiration of the licence 
as the Court thinks fit ; and 
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(b) may, if the person convicted does not hold any 
licence under this Ordinance, declare him 
disqualified for obtaining a licence for such time 
as the Court thinks fit; and 

(c) shall, if the person convicted holds any licence 
under this Ordinance, cause particulars of JGhe 
conviction and of any order of the Court made 
under this section to be endorsed upon any 
licence held by him, and shall also cause a copy 
of those particulars to be sent to the Inspector­
General. 

(2) Any person so convicted, if he holds any licence 
under this Ordinance, shall produce the licence within a 
reasonable time for the purposes of endorsement, and if he 
fails to do so shall be guilty of an offence under this 
Ordinance. 

(3) A licence so suspended by the Court shall during 
the term of suspension be of no effect, and a person whose 
licence is suspended or who is declared by the Courb to be 
disqurtlified for obtaining a licence shall during the period 
of suspension or disqualification be disqualified for obtaining 
a licence. 

( 4) Any person who is by virtue of an order of the 
Court under this section disqualified for obtaining a licence 

1923. 

may appeal against the order, in the same manner as a 
person may appeal in the manner provided in the Summary 
Conviction Offences (Procedure) Ordinance, 1918, and the (9...,191s.) 
Court may if he thinks fit, pending the appeal, defer the 
operation of the order. Provided that in case of such appeal 
no notice of reasons for appeal shall be necessary. 

(5) If any person, who under the provisions of this 
Ordinance is disqualified for obtaining a licence, applies for 
or obtains a li.cence while he is so disqualified, or if any ~p 
person whose licence has been endorsed applies for or obtains 
a licence without giving. particulars of the endorsement, 
such person shall be guilty of an offence under this 
Ordinance, and any licence so obtained shall be of no effect. 
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16. Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect any liability 
of the driver or owner of a motor car or any other person 
by virtue of any Ordinance or at common law. _ · 

17.-· (1) The Inspector-:General 1pay from tirrie to time 
(a) appoint stands or places where motor cars used or 

intended to be nsed as public conveyances may 
stand for hire ; and 

(b) make orders fixing the number of such motor 
--·oars to be allowed at any such stand or _place, and 

for the enforcement of· order thereat; and may 
' from time to time alter or revoke any s~ch order. 

(2) Every appointment and order made under this 
section and every alteration· or revocation thereof shall be 
subject to the· approval of the Governor in Executive 
Council and when so approved shall be publishf?d in the 
Eoyal Gazette and shall take effect as from the date of 
such publication. · 

(3) The driver of any such motor car who stands for 
hire at any place not· appointed under this section, or who 
contravenes or fails to comply with any order made under this 
section shall be guilty of an offence under this Ordinance. 

Itepeal. 18. The Motor Oar Ordinance, 191~ (36-191~), the 

Commence­
rn:ent. 

Motor Oar (Amendment) Ordinance, 1914 (47-1914), the 
Motor Oar (Unlawful User) Ordinance, 1920 (38-1920) and 
the • Motor ·Car (Amendment) Ordinance, 1921 (24-1921) 
are hereby repealed. · · 

19. This Ordinance shall commence and come in-to 
operation on the 1st day of January, 1924. 

Passed- in Council this seventh day of December, in 
the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-three. 

G. D. OWEN, 
l. Clerk of the Co1fnail. 


