
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 26-1925. 

I ASSENT, 

LL.S.] 

H . A. B YATT. 

12th June, 1925. 

AN ORDI NANCE to consolidate the law relating to 
Municipal Elections. 

[12tl1 }une, 1925.] 

B E it enacted by the GoYernor of T1inida d and Tobago 
with the ad vice and consent of the Legis lative Council 

thereof as follows :-

I • 
1.\ 

1. Tbjs Ordinance may be cited as the Municipal Short mto. 
Elections Ordinance, 1925, and in the case of a mtmicipa l 
el~·ction in the city of Port-of-Spain shall be read as one 
with the Port-of-Spain Corporation Ordinance, 1914, and llH- t uH l 

in the case of a municipal election in any other borough 
shall be read as one with the Municipa l Corporations 
Ordinance, No. 210. 

2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise rnt~rpretntton, 
requires:-

" Register of Voters " means tile burgess roll of 
the city of Port-of-Spain or any borough, as 
U1e case .may be ; 

[P1·ice l /6.] 
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ll1·nn-icipat Elect-ions. 1925. 

"~Prescribed " means prescribed by order of the 
City Council of Port-of-Spain or the Counci l 
of any borough. 

PART I. 

E/.ec#ons in Part-oj-Spa1:n. 
3. Tbis Part of this Ordinance shall apply only to 

municipal elec tions held in and for the city of Port-of-Spain. 

4. In the city of Port-of-Spain there shall be a separate 
election of Cow1cillors for each ward. 

5.-(1) At an election of Councillors the Returning 
OHicer for each ward shall be an Alderman or some other 
lit and proper person, not being a Councillor (or that ward, 
assigned for that purpose by the Council. 

(2) In the case o.f the death, illness, absence, or 
incapacity to act of the Alderman or other person assigned 
to be Returning Oificeriorany 'Nard, the Mayor may appoint 
to act in his stead another Alderman or some other fit and 
proper person, not being a Councillor for tha t \•vard. 

(3) If the Mayor is dead or is absent or is otherwise 
incapable of acting in the execution o[ his powers and du ties 
as to elections under this Ordinance, and if the Deputy 
1\In.yor (if any) is also incapable o[ acting for any of the 
reasons hereinbefore specified, the Council shall forthwith 
choose an Alderman, or a Councillor if there arc no Aldermen, 
to execute those powers and duties in place oi the Mayor. 

6. Twenty-one days at least before the day fixed for 
the election of any Councillor, the To'vvn Clerk shall prepare 
and sign a notice thereof, and shall publish the same 
by allixing a copy thereof on the outer door of the Town 
Hall, or in some conspicuous place therein, and shall 
in such notice name the latest day, not being less fhan 
fifteen days before the date of such election, on whi<;h 
nominations for seats to be fiUed at such election wilJ be 
received. 
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Port-of-Spulo. 

7.-( l) E'·t: ry candida te for the office of Counci llo1 ~t~~d.:l~~cs. 
shall be nomina ted in \\Ti t ing by t\\"o burgesses u f the wa rc..l 
for which the candidate is no minated as a Councilloc 
One of such bmgesses shaU sub.::cribe as pr<.) poscr a nd the 
other as sccond~r o f the nomination. 

(2) Every nominatiun paper shall s tate Lhc name v f 
t he ward fur which the candida te is nominated, lite 
surname and ulhcr name or names of lhe candidate as 
enlt:rcd i11 Lhe burgess rol l in Iorcc, ills place of abode and 
de~criplinn , and his uumber in tlu.! burgess ro ll. 

(3) E ,•c ry candida te must be nomina ted byn scpara lt' 
nomination paper, but the same burgesses or either u [ 
thc· m may ~ubsc ribc a:; many nomination papers as tlwn: 
arc vacancies lo be filled, but no more. 

(-1 ) Nu perso n sha ll be nomina ted as ::t. c::t.ndjdate 
unlcs;:, he is enrolled nn the burgess roll. 

(5) Ewry no minat ion paper, sub:-..;ribcd as afutl' ­
said , shall hC' deli \'Nvci to the Town Clerk or in his ahsent:<', 
to lite Deput y Town Cl~.:rk , by lhe can d idab• . ur by IIi :; 
prn pt•;:,cr <•r ~ r:o ncler, nul later than thn:e o'clt•fk in til •· 
aflr rnuon ol tht: last day na med !or UJe delivery or 
nomination pa pers. 

(G) The Town Clet k shall. no t lah·r than fuu r o'dock 
in Ute a fletnuon o f ever~ day on which ll•Jlnina tio n pa pers 
at\' rtcci,·rd , cause.: l u be prepared a list s howing- the S llr­

names a nd ollwr name;:; of lite candida tes who ha ,.c bet·n 
dltly nominated on lha t day , with their rcspecti,·c places uf 
abode and descriptions, together with lhc· smna rncs and 
otlu.:r names ami p la rc· oi abode of their respcclin• 
pnq lOse rs n. ntl c;o..:cc~t tde r5 ; a nd sha ll pu bl i ~h t ltc s:u11r l;y 
afl'ixing a co py ll~t • t'e() l 0 11 i. hc O ll ter door (I r the TllWTl Ha ll 
and in sunw con~pi ~.:u<J its place therein. 

(7) Tltc Town Clt•tk shall, not later lhan thrw : o 'cl u~.: k 
in lite a ft t'rn•w n of 1.ht• next day aHc~r tbe last da v 
for l.ltc delivery of nnmina tion pa pe1·s, cau:;c to be prepan'cl 
a lic; t showing the s urnanws a nd other names of a ll lhe 
candidates who hn.n : be- 11 duly nonumtted \\cith their 
re:;:;pcdi n' pl:lces ol r~ bCl clc and descriptions, nnd s ltn ll 
pnhl io...h tit•· ~anw by affix ing a copy lh~..:reo f un the nutvr 
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Portror-Spnt11• 

door of tl1e Town Hall and in some conspicuous place 
therein; and shall also, as soon as may be after such 
publication, cause a copy of the same list to be published 
in two newspapers circulating in tl1e city until the day 
of election. 

(8)' The Town Clerk may reject any nomination 
paper which does not comply with the provisions of this 
section or any of them. 

8.-( l) Any burgess may, within two days after the 
publication o ( the Jist oE candidates nominated, by notice 
in \~rriting to the Town Clerk, object to the nomination of any 
candidate on the ground that such candidate is not qualified 
under section 13 of the Port-of-Spain Corporation 
Ordinance, 191-l, as amended by section 5 o( the Port-o(­
Spa.in Corporation (Amendment) Ordinance, 1918. Such 
objection shall specify in what respect the candidate is 
not qualified. 

(2) Notice of any such objection shall a!so be seJved 
by the objector upon the candidate to wbc Q. he objects. 
Such service may be either personal or may be effected by 
leaving a copy of the objection, addressed to the candidate 
by name, at the candidate's place o( abode as set forth in 
the nomination paper. 

(3) The Mayor shall attend at the Town Hall on a 
day to be fixed by him, not being later than seven days 
after the last date lor sending in nominations, !or a 
suHicient time between the hours of ten 0

1clock in the 
morning and four o 'clock in tl1e aiternoon, and shall 
decide upon the validity of the nominations to which 
objections have been sent. in. 

{4) The Mayor may, if he thinks fit, appoint a 
barrister as· his legal assessor in connection with any 
objection. 

(5) The decision oi the Mayor on Nlch objection shall 
be gi\'cn in writing, and shalJ, if disallowing the objection, 
be final; but if allowing an objection, shall be subject to 
reversal on petition questioning the election or return. 



5 

No. 26. 111 um'cipal Elections. 
Purt.l. 

Po1·t-or-Spalu. 

(6) The Town Clerk shall, not later than two days 
:tClcr the decision of the l\Iayor allowing any objection~. 
prepare an amended list of persons ,-aJ.idly nominated, and 
shall publish the same by affixing a copy thereo f outside 
the door of the Town H all, and by inserting a copy thereof 
in at least one newspaper circulating in the city. 

1925. 

9. In and for the purposes of this P art of tllis Ordinance Du:!o~ d'\1 
rela ting t o proceedings preliminary to elections, the burge::ss ~0ro~~:lns•tl 
ro ll which will bc in force on the day of election shall be ~~~~;h:~~~ry 10 

deemed to be the burgess roll, and a person whose name 
is inserted in one o f the lists from which the burges:; roll 
wilJ be made up shall be deemed to be enrolled in that roll, 
although that rol l is not yet comple ted. 

10.- (1) At an election of Councillors, a person shall be 'rillo ta.oto. 

~.:ntitled to sub::;cdbe a nomination paper, and to demand 
and receh·e a voting paper , and to vote, if he is enrolled in 
that portion of the burgess roll rela ting t o the ward in 
which the election takes place. 

(2) No person shall subscribe a nomination paper in 
or for more than one ward, or shall vote in more than 
one ward. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall entitle any person to 
do any act thcrdn mentioned \\'ho is prohibited by law from 
doing it, or shall rc lir\'c him from any penalty to which he 
may be lia blr ro r doing it. 

11.-( 1) !( Lite number of valid non1inations exceeds norntion. or 

that or the ,·acancics , the Councillors shall be elected .f rom~~~~~~~~~~~;: 
among the persons nominated. 

(2) H the nn mbcr of valid nominations is the same as 
tha l o£ the \'::tcancies , the persons no minated shall be 
deemed to be cleckd. 

(3) If llw number of \'alid nominations is less than 
t ha l o( the \'ac.:anr;ies, the pE>rsons nominated shall be 
dccmt:d i.v be l'll'ddl. :llld such of the retiring Councillors ns 
ar~.: sc:lcctcd for thal purpose by the :Mayor shall be dt'emed 
to be re-elected to make up the required number. 
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(-!) If there is no valid nomination, the retiring 
Councillors shall be deemed to be re-elected if qualified 
under the provisions of the Port-of-Spain Corporation 
Ordinance, 191-J. 

·P.ul,licnLion ol 12. If an election of Cotmcillors is not contested, the 
~~~~~.sled Town Clerk shall publish a Dst of the persons elected not 

later than twelve o'clock noon on the day of election. 
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Contested Elections. 
13. H an election of Councillors is contes ted, there shall 

b~ a poll and the votes shall be given by balJot. The 
ballot of each voter shall consist of a paper (in this 
Ordinance called a ballot paper) showing the names of the 
candidates. Each ballot paper shall have a number 
printed on the back. and shall have attached to it a cotmter­
foil with the same number printed on the face. 

14. Every election shall be held at the Town· Hall, or at 
such other place or places within the city as the Council 
may from time to time appoint. 

15. The voting at every election shall take place between 
the haUl's oi nine o'clock in the morning and twelve o'clock 
noon, and between two o'clock and five o'clock in the 
afternoon of the same day. 

16.-(1) The ballot box shall be of convenient size , and 
shall be so cons true ted that the ballot pa per can be in trod ucecl 
therein} but cannot be withdrawn, ,.vithout the box being 
unlocked. It shall be provided with a lock and key. 

(2) It shall be exhibited empty to such persons as 
may be in the polling station immediately before the 
taking of the poll, and shall then be securely locked, and not 
be again unlocked except by the Returning OUicer at the 
close of the poll in manner hereinafter mentioned. 

17. During the interval ·when voting is suspended 
between twelve noon and two o 'clock in the afternoon, the 
R eturning Ofhcershall place the ballot box and all documents 
relating to the election under his own seal, and shall other-
wise take proper precautions for the security of such 
ballot box and documents. 
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18.-(1) The Mayor shall appoint a separate polling roll_ins d 
• r. h d d hall } 811\IIOtll an stn.tlon 1or eac war , an s , at east three clear days el~rl.i. 

before the day of election, give public notice, by advertise­
ment in two newspapers circulatin g in the Colony, of the 
situation of every polling station so appointed by him ; and 
shall fix, in a conspicuous place on each such polling station 
a notice naming the ward for w~ch such polling station has 
been appointed, togethe1· with a copy of the register o£ 
voters containing the names of the persons entitled to vote 
at such polling st ation. 

(2) No person shall be admitted to vo te a t any 
polling station except the one appointed for voters of the 
ward in which he is entered as a burgess in the burgess roll 
in force. 

19. The Mayor shall take care beforehand that each r~nnns 
polJ ing s tation is provided with proper conveniences for r.~~~~~J. 
taking the poll, and that the same arc properly an·anged 
for carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance, and he 
shall also provide a proper ballot box for each polling 
station an·d a sufficient number of ballot papers. 

20. The Mayor shall, on or before the day fLxcd for t he r:m:;tit~o ot 

taking of the poll, visit each polling station, and see that H ~;l:,~ .. 
is provided with the proper conveniences as aforesaid for 
taking the poll. 

21. For t he guidance of electors in voting, notices shallt;1rn~n~ ·nlj 
be printed in conspicuous characters and placarded in~;~~:~.~"" tfl 
various places, outside and inside of each polling station, in 
the fo lJowing form :-

DiYectio11s. 

(I) To marie your vote, you must place a cross opposite tbc name or 
names o( the candidate or candidates for whom you wish to vot..-. 

(2) You can vote for one candidate only for each vacant seat. 

(3) When you have marlced your vole, fold your ballot paper in two so as 
lo conceal your vote, but so as to show the official marl• on llte 
back, ~how t he Returning Oiliccr the official mark. and t·ltnn put 
your ballot pnpcr in lite ballot box and lea\'e the room. 
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22. The Hd urning Officer sha ll preside at lhc polling 
~ta tion dw·ing thC' whole time tha t the poll is hf'ing laken. 

23. T he Re tlll ning Officer sha ll kc£-p order at his s la tion, 
shall regula te the number of vo ters to be adrnittcd a t a 
t ime, a nd sha ll exclude all persons except his ass i;) t:m ts am t 
clerks, the candida tes, and the constable. on duly. 

24. The Returning Officer may a ppoint fit and proper 
person!, to bt" clL' t ks a t each polling s ta tion for attendance at 
SHell s ta tion on lhe clay fixed for 1·he taking of the poll, and, 
in the case o f a contested ek:ction. may appoinl com peten t 
perso ns to assis t him in countin~; the votes. 

25. The Returning Ofiiccr m ay appoint !it a nd proper 
persons to act as interpre ters as may be reqt1ircd by the 
Returning OHiccr for any o r the purposes o f this Ordinance. 
Any ~uch in terpreter shall be an nssl$ tan t within thr 
mcanin~ of l11 is Ordinance. 

26. The Mayor sha ll prodd~ L·acb Retu1·ning Oiliccr with 
a copy of the register of Yoters certified under lhe ha nd of 
the To\\'n Clerk. 

27. E ach per!'on on corning to vo te shall add ress himself 
to thL' Re tu rn ing Officer and shall :>tatr his name and 
addri.'~S in an a udible voice. 

28. The R c: turning Officer shall proceed to write on 
thl' cnun tednil or a ballot paper, the number or such elec tor 
(J il the regis ter u ( vo ters, ma rk the ballo t paper with an 
o fficia l ma rk, and, calling uut the name ur the vo ter i(l a n 
a udible vo ice, deliver sucl1 paper to lhe vo ter with in the 
poUing s tation. The vo ter shall then re tire to a screened 
tahll: apar t , but within t he polling s ta tion , a nd, having 
sc•cre tly marked his vo te on the paper , and folded it in 
t wo so as tCJ conceal his vo le, bul sons to show the o [[icial 
mark a t t he back, shall place i t in the ballo t box in the 
presence of the Returning Officer aiter having shown lo 
hi m th,, official mark a t the back. T he , ·o ter, ha Ying Yotcd , 
:.ha U for thwith leave the polling sta tion. The Returning 
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Officer, after having delivered to the voter a ballot paper, 
aod while the \·oter is recording h is vote, shall make a mark 
against the name of such voter on his copy of the register of 
voters to indicate that such voter has voted at the election, 
but not so as to show the particular ballot paper given to 
such voter. 

1925. 

2~. The voter shal.l ma rk his vote on the ballot paper by~~~·.!~ mo.rt. 

placmg a cross oppostte the name of the candidate for whom 
he wishes to vote. 

30. The Returning Officer shall . on requc:; t, give such R
0

e
11
t,umlns 

· t ti' rcr to 
UlS rue ons as may appear to be necessary to a ny voter a~ inliLrur~ vot••· 

to t he manner in which he shou ld record his vote. 

31. The voter shall vote without undue delay and :~~~~"t~ri!~''• 
shaH quit the polling station as soon as he has put his votinr:. 

ballot paper into lhe ballot box. 

32. No person shall br admitted within any polling Wbonro to.,., 

t • d . h I . d { k' tJ 11 admittctl s a hon nrmg t c IU Ursappomtc or ta Gng 1e po ,except withtnpolllnq 

tl1e Returning OWcrr and his assistan ts and clerks and the plm'O. 

cons tables on duty, the candidates, and such number of 
voters as arc adn.li tted by the Returning 0 flicer under 
section 23 o( tlus Ordinance. 

33. Any candidate present as a [oresaid shall be posted in Canclitl a•~s 
h . . I J J I howto sue a pos ttion t 1al 1e can see eac 1 person w 10 presents bo rta.'tlct. 

himself as a voter and hear his name as given by him, but so 
that he cannot . C<' how a ny vo ter votes or otherwise 
interfere. 

34. H any candidate persists, a fter being warned, in rrtR~n·ottCID 
contravening the provisions o£ the last preceding section, it olortlur. 

shall be lawlul for the Returning Officer to have him 
turned on t of the polling station. The Returning Officer 
may at any time summon constables within the poll ing 
station for the purpose of preserving order. 

35. The non-attendance of any candidate shall not in Nou-
. · }' d t thin d d 1 · 1\llcmlonrc ol any wtse mva 1 ate any ac or g one un er t us candiflnto 

Ordinance, if such act or t~1g i_s othe_rwise duly d(;mc, ~~~~~~i:tuto any 
notwith~tancling such act or thmg 1s requu·ed or authonzcd act. 

to be done in the prc.>sence o f such candidate. 
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36.-(1} No enquiry shall be permitted at any election 
as to the right of any person to vote as a burgess except 
only as follows ; tha t is to say, that the Returning OHiccr 
shall, if required by any two burg~sses, or by a candidate, 
put to any voter at the time of his delivering in his ballot 
paper, but not afterwards, the iollowing questions, or 
either of them, but none other :-

(a) Are you the person ertrolled under the following description in lbe 
burgess roll for lhis city ? (Here read tl11try i1J roll i11 full .) 

(h) Hnve you a lready voted at the present election ? 

(2) The vote o( a person required to answer any of 
these ques tions shall not be received until he has nnswerC'd 
them. 

(3) If any person makes a false answer to any such 
question, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be 
liable, on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for 
any term. not exceeding one year, with or \vi thou l hard 
labow·. 

(4) Save as by this Ordinance authorized, no enquiry 
shall be permitted at any election as to the right of any 
person to vote. 

w1~oro pereon 37. H a person representing l1imself to be a particular 
drums lo \ 'Oio J d h · f li f b ll.'Jnneh.'otor e ector name on t e regiSter o voters app es or a allot 
a !lor nnother 
hns voted B.'l 

a~lt t!loctor. 

Spoilt ualloL 
paper. 

paper a fter another person has voted as such elector, the 
applicant shall, upon duly answering the questions sel f<ll th 
in the last preceding section, be entitled to mark a ballot 
paper in tl1C same manner as any other voter; but the 
baJJot paper (hereina fter called a tendered ballot paper) 
shall be of a colour ~liffering from the other ballot papers, 
and instead of being put into the ballot box, shalJ be given 
to the Returning Officer and endorsed by him with the name 
o [ the voter and his number in the register of volcrs, and 
~e t aside in a separa te packet, and sha ll not be counlcd by 
the Returning OHicer. And the name of the voter and his 
number on the regis ter shall be entered on a list to be called 
" the tendered votes list." 

38. A voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot 
paper in such manner that it cannot be convcnh·n lly 
u~cd as a ballot paper may, on dclivedng to the H<:Lu rning 
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OCiic~r tht· ba llot pape1 so inadv~·ttc ntly dea lt with , and 
p rovrng t he: fnr t of the inauvertencc to lhc !5atisfacti r.n of 
the Returning OfCiccr, u btain another b<tllot paper in the 
place o ( t he ballo t pa per so delive red up (hereina fter called 
a spoilt ballot paper), an d the s poilt ballo t pap(: r shall be 
immediately cancelled by the R eturning Oflicer writjng the 
word " cancelled " across the face o£ the ~ame and across 
the face of the corresponding countcrfoil. 

1925. 

39. If a ny vo ter is incapacitat~cl by blindness or <Jther Whorovott' 

physical callsc from voting jn tlte manner prescribed by this :~,~~ro!l~~: ; .. , 
Ordinance or i.E any voter informs the Rc turnina Officer 1•oon volin ·~ 

, I • , b In IDODDOt 

tha t he IS unable to read , lhe R e turrung Qf[tcl' r shall, a t pl'I.'6C!ribcd. 

the request o f such vo ter , cause hjs vo te to be mark(:cl on 
a ballot paper in tbe manner ilirected by such \·oter , and 
the ballo t paper so ma t ked to be placed in t he ballo t box; 
and the name and number on the register o f vo ters o£ 
every vo ter whose vo te is so ma rked Lor him, and the 
reaso n why it is s1> marked, shal l be entered on a lis t 
(in this Ordinance rcC<' rrcd to as " lhe list of votes marked 
by the R eturning Officer ") which shall be ke:pt l>y the 
l~eturning Officer. 

AU necessary p recautions shall be taken by tht: 
R e tu rning Offi cer to ensure that no person saye the perso n 
by whom the ballot paper is marked for the voter ~haJJ 
know for whom such voter has voted. 

40. In any cas~ where the proceedings at an election a re rror«lw·o ru 
intcrru1Jtcd or ubstruc t~cl by any ti.ot or open violence at aN!oor 

. , R . Offi d. I oLiltruoL ~ou ' ·I the polling s la lton, the ~cturntng ccr may a JOUrn t 1e ori)Cuon. 

furthe r holding o f the elcctiun at such pulling s ta tion 11ntil 
the next wo rldng clay, and su on as often as may be 
necessary. 

41. The Re turning OWcer sh all, at the clo::;c of the poll, xouceor '""'-' 

make arrangements (or com1tiog tl~ t: vot~..:s in ll H.: presence ~:i~:~:~ 
of the candida tes a~ soon as pract!cablc aft~r the close o f :~~':,~\'1) 1,l, 
the poll, a nd sha ll gtvr tn the c~dLdates. nohce. of the day , C.\Ou11tod. 

time, and place on a nd at wluch he ,,.til begm to count 
the votes. 
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f:onntinsof 42. The Retw·ning Officer his assistants (if anv) and 
VOI.o.! n.ntJ 1 J 
othordutics clerks, and the candidates1 and no o ther per:;on, except 
ol IIA!Lurulns •th tl · f l R . OI£i b Officcrntcloso Wl le sanction o t 1e eturrung cer, may e present 
or (1011• at the coun ting of the votes. 

ld ... ru. 43. On the day fixed by him for the counting ofth~ votes , 
the Returning Ofiicer shall proceed in the presence of the 
candidates to count the votes contained in the ballot box, 
keeping the ballo t papers with their faces upwards and 
taking a ll proper precautions Ior preventing any person 
from seeing the numbers on the back of such papers. He 
shall, a fter asccrta inh1g the result of the poll by counting 
the votes given to each candidate, make up into separate 
packets 

(a) the ballot papers taken from the ballot box 
toget her with the marked copy of the register 
of voters; 

(b) the tendered ballot papers ; 

(c) the spoi)t ballot papers ; and 

(d) the unused ballot papers with the countcrfoils of 
the used ballot papers, 

and shall wrap together into one parcel the packets and 
seal such parcel in such a manner that it cannot be opened 
without breaking the seal. The Returning Oili.cer shall not 
himself refer, and shall take all proper precautions to prevent 
any other person from referring, to the countcrfoils of the 
used ballot papers. 

(.;ounLingol 44. The Returning Officer shall, as far al:i practicabl~!, 
vnt~ to I.e 
wn~hluous. proceed continuously with the counting of the votes, 

allowing only lime for refreshment, and excluding ' the 
hours between seven o'clock in the evening and eight 
o'clock in the morning. During the excluded pC' riod, the 
Returning OUiccr shall place the ballot pap0rs and other 
documents rela ting to t he election under his own seal, and 
shall otherwise take proper precautions for the security of 
such papers and documents. 
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45. Any ballot paper which has not on its back the oWcial What t.allo~ 

mark, or on which votes are given to more candidates than cr:~n~~.to 
the voter is entitled to vote for, or on which anything except 
the said number on the back is written or marked by which 
the vo ter can be identified, shall be void and not counted. 

46. The Returnin~ Officer shall endorse " rejected " on nojecled 

any ballot paper wh1ch he may reject as invalid, and shall ba llotpapea, . 

add to the endorsement " rejection objected to " if an 
objection be in fact made by any candidate to his decision. 
The Returning Officer shall report to the Council the number 
of ballot papers rejected, and not counted by him, under the 
several heads of-

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 

Want of official mark ; 
Voting for more candidates than entitled to ; 
Writing or mark by which vuter could be 
identified ; 

(4) Unmarked or void for uncertainty, 
and shall, on request, allow any of the candidates, before 
such report is sent in, to copy it. 

47. The decision of the Returning Officer as to any How rar 
que~tion arising in respect ~~any ballc;>t J?aper shall be_ final,~~~ 
subject to reversal on petition questiomng the clechon or ouicer final. 

return. 

48. In case of an equality in the number of vo tes given Equntity 

for any two or more persons voted ior, the Mayor shall select of \'otcs. 

which of such persons shall be a Councillor; and the person 
so selected by the Mayor shall be deemed to have been duly 
elected. 

49.-(1) The Returning Officc::r sha ll, as soon as he shall ne
1 

tu.rnof
1 . l f 1 11 f h • 6 OCttOD u have ascertamed the resu t o t 1e po , ort wlth declare to Councillore. 

be elected the candidate or candidates for whom the 
majority of votes have been given, or, in the case of a n 
equality in tho votes, the candidate who has been selected 
by the Mayor under the provisions of the last preceding 
section ; and shall immediately thereafter make a return 
to the: Town Clerk showing the names of each of the 
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candida tes their respective addresses, the number of votes 
polled for each, and the name oi the candidate or candidates 
whom he has declared to be elected. 

(2) The Returning Officer shall also, as soon as may 
be aLter any election, forward to the Town Clerk a statement 
showing :-

(a) The number of persons who, from the counter­
foils , appear to have been supplied with ballo t 
papers; 

(b) The number of persons who voted; 
(c) The number of rejected votes ; 
{d) The number of spoilt ballot papers ; 
(e) The number of unused b<;.llot papers, <Uld 
(/) The t.."1umber o f ballo t papers marked by thl' 

Returning Officer. 
(3) The Returning OHicer shall , a t the same tirnl', st:nd 

tile parcel made up by him in accordance with sccliun 43 
of this Ordinance to the Town Clerk, who shall keep the 
same in safe cus tody and shall allow no person to have 
access to the same. 

(..J.) Provided always that when au election peti tion has 
been presented questioning the validity of any elec tion or 
rd urn, the Town Clerk shall, on the order of a Judge of lhc 
Supreme Court, deliver to such Judge the parcel of papers 
rdating to the election tha t is in dispute . 

(5) The Town Clerk shall retain for one year from thl! 
da te of the election all documents relating to an election 
forwarded to him by the Returning OHicer under thi::; 
section, a nd a t the expiration of such year, unless there 
are pending any legal proceedings calling in question 
such election, sha lJ cause such documents to be des troyed. 

(6) No person shall be allowed to inspect any rr jected 
ballot papers in the custody of the Town Clerk except under 
the order of the Supreml! Court or a J udge, to bt> granted 
by such Court or Judge on being satis fied by evidence on 
oath tha t the inspection or production of such ballo t pa pers 
is required for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a 
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prosecution for an ofience rela ting to b::dJot papers or fn r 
the purpose of a petition questioning a retum or election ; 
and any such order for the inspection or production o[ 
ballot papers 111ay b~ made subject to such conditions as to 
persons, time, place and mode o( inspection or producticH1 
as the Court or Judge making the same may think expedicn t, 
and shall be obeyed by the Town Clerk. 

(7) No person shall, except by order of the Court or a 
J udge, open the sealed packet of connterfoils after the same 
has bee!J once sealed tlp, or be allowed to inspect any 
counted 'ballot papers in the custody of the Town Clcd,. 
Such order may be made subjec t to such conditions as to 
persons, time, place and mode of opening or inspection as 
the Court or Judge may think expedient : Provided that, 
on maldng and carrying into effect any such order, care 
shall be taken that the mode in ·which any c•lector has 
voted shall not be discovered until he has been proved to 
have voted and his vote has been declared by the Court to 
be invalid. 

(8) Nothing in this section contained shall be held to 
preven t n. J udge of the Supreme Court Irom inspecting an~' 
paper delivered to him as proYidcd in sub-section (-l ) uf 
th is section. 

1925 . 

50.-(1) The: Town Clerk shall, as soon as possible, n c<'lumtlon 

publish a lis t o( the persons elected, specifying the wnrds ~~.rt,'' or 
for •.vhich each of such persons has re~pe:ctivcly been eleclvcl, 
nnc.l l'lte num bcr of V(ttcs which he received. 

(2) Sttch publication shall be made by aifixing a 
copy or the lis t to the outer door of tbc Town Hall or in 
some conspicuous place therein. 

51. No voter who has voted at any election shall , in any t'rotcclion to 

proceeding to ques tion lite election, be required to s tate; for •·ntt'l·. 

whom he has voted. 

52. The City Council may by resolution prcc;c1 ibe thr FoiTns m"r 

form of any notice, retUlu, advertisement, or olhc1 t t~~:~:U1 
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document to be used in connection with this Ordinance, 
and the forms so prescribed shall be sufficient in all rases 
to which those forms are applicable. 

Sav;ns 53. No election shall be declared invalid by n.;awn of 
volidjL,• of 
"'··•Moris. any non-compliance with the directions of this Ordinance 

as to the procedmc at an election, or any mistake iH the 
use of any of the prescribed forms, if it appears t(• the 
tribunal having cognizance of the question that +he election 
was conducted in accordance with the principles laid down 
in the Ordinance, and that such non-compliance or mistake 
did not affect the result of the election. 

,>\PPliC11tlon oJ 
Part n. 

Rorough 
nndw1,1l'\ l 
nl~rLi.,IIR. 

Hcl:.uming 
omco•·· 

PART II. 

Elections i-n San Fernando, Arima, &c. 
54. This Part of this Ordinance shall apply to municipal 

elec tions held in and for the boroughs of San Fernando 
and Arima and any other· borough constituted under the 
provisions of the Municipal Corporations Ordinance, 
No. 210, but shall not apply to municipal elections held 
in and for t he city of Port-of-Spain. 

55.-(1) vV11ere a borough has no wards, there shall be 
one election of Councillors for the whole borough. 

(2) \iVherc a borough has wards, there shall be 
n separate election of Councillors for each ward. 

56.-(1) At an election of Councillors for a borough 
not divided into wards, the Mayor shall be the Returning 
Officer. 

(2) At an election of Councillors for a borough 
divided into wards, the Returning Officer for each ward 
shall be a Councillor or some other fit and proper person, not 
being a Council lor for that ward, assigned for that purpose 
by the Council. 
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(3) In the ca!ie of the death, illness, absence, or 
incapacity to act of the Councillor or other person assigned 
to be Retuming OHicer for auy Wct.1 cl, lhc Mayor may · 
appoint to act in his stctld another Councillor, nol being 
a Councillor for that ward. 

(4) If the Mayor is dead or is absent nr otherwise 
incapable of acting in the execu tion of his powers and 
dutit's as to elections uuder this Ordinance, and il the 
Deputy-Mayor (if any) is also incapable of acting fo r any 
u ( lhc r..:asons hereinbefore specified, tbc Council shall 
forth with chouse a Councillor to execute those powers 
and duties in plac.:c of tl)e Mayur. 

1925. 

57. Tc~n days at leas t before the date fixed for the election Nnt.tcoot 
of any Councillors, the Town Clerk shall prepare and sign ntectlon. 

a· nohcc thereof, and sllall publish the same by affixing a 
copy thereof ou tlle outer door of the Town Hall, or in 
some conspicuous place therein, and shall in such notice 
name a. day, not being lc::,s than seven clear days before 
the date so fixed as aforesaid, on which the nomination n ( 
candidates for seals to be illlcd by election will be rec,.i vcd 
by the Mayor. 

58.- (1) Every candidate (or the office of Councitlor shall Xomlnallon 

be nominated in writing by two burgesses of the borough . or, olea.odldato. 

in the case of a borough divided into wards, of the ward for 
which the candida te is nominated as a Councillor. Olir of 
suclt burgesses shall subscribe as proposer and the otht::r as 
seconder of the nomination. 

(~) Every candidate shall b<:: nomina tea by a separate 
nomina tion paper, but the same burgesses or either () [ them 
may subscribe as many nomination papers as there urc 
vacancies to be filled but no more. 

(3) Every candidate nominated shall be cnn>llecl in 
the burgess roll. 

(4) Every nomination paper subscribed as aforesaid, 
shall be delivered to the Town Clerk by the candidatE' or by 
his proposer or seconder not later than three o'clock in tl1c 
aft ernoon of the last day named for the delivery of nomina­
tion papers. 



No. 26. 

:Bnrgesm ro 11 
to l;o u•od in 
p roceodlng• 
prellmina•·y Lo 
elections. 

TiLio lo vote. 

l~la~ion ol 
nomination 
to ol~~~:tloo. 

18 

!VI ~tnicipal Etectio1tS. 1925. 
Pare ll. 

San Fen1a.ndo, Arlma, &c. 

(5) The Town Clerk shall, not later than twelve 
o'clock noon on thenextday aftec the las t day for the delivery 
of nomination papers, cause to be prepared a list showing the 
surnames and other names of the candidates who have been 
duly nominated, with their respective places of abode and . ... 
descriptions, and shall publish the same by affixing a copy 
thereof on the outer door of the Town Hall, or in some 
conspicuous place therein. The Town Clerl< shall also, as 
soon a.c~ may be aLter such publication as afqresaid, cause a 
copy of the same list to be published in two newspapers 
circulating in the borough until the day of the election. 

(6) The Town Clerk may rej0d any nomination paper 
which does not comply vvith the provisions of this section 
or any of them. 

59. In and for the purposes of this Ordinance relating to 
proceedings preliminary to elections, the burgess roll which 
will be in force on the day of election shall be deemed tu be 
the burgess roll, and a person whose name is insc1· tcd in one 
of the lists from which the burgess roll will be made up shall 
be deemed to be enrolled in tllat roll, although that roll is 
not yet completed. 

60.-(1) At an election of Councillors, a per: on shall be 
entitled to subscribe a nomination papel', and to demand 
and receive a voting paper, and to vote, if he is enrolled in 
the burgess roll, or, in the case of a borough (tivided into 
wards, if he is enrolled in that portion of the burgess roll 
relating to the ward in which the election takes place. 

(2) No person shall subscribe a nomination paper 
in or for more than one ward, or shall vote in more 
thru1 one ward. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall entitle any 
person to do any act therein mentioned who is prohibited 
by law from doing it, or shall relieve him .from any penalty 
to which he may be liable for doing it. 

61.-(1) H the number of valid nominations exceeds that 
of the vacancies, tha Councillors 5hall bt: elected from among 
the persons nomina ted. 
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(2) If the number of valid nominations is the 
same as that of the vacancies, the persons nominated 
shall be deemed to be elected. 

(3) lf the number of valid nominations is less 
than that of the vacancies, the persons nominated shaU 
be deemed to be elected, and such of the retiring councillors 
as are selected for that purpose by the Mayor shall be 
dermed to be re-elected to make up the required number. 

(4) If there is no valid nomination, the retiring 
Councillors shall be deemed to be re-dected if qualified 
under the provisions of the Municipal Corporations 
Ordinance, No . 210. 

1925. 

62. If an election of Councillors is not contested the PnhHrntion or 
. , ' unN•nlesleJ 

Town Clerk shall pul•hsh a hst of the persons elected not olmlon. 
later than twelve·o'clock noon on the day of election. 

Contested Elections. 
63. If an election of cotmcillors is contested, there shall ~otes lo ~x> 

be a poll and the vo tes shall be given by ballot. The ballotf,::!I~.'Y 
oi each voter shall consist of a paper (in this Ordinance 
called a ballot paper) showing the names of the candidates. 
Each ballot paper shall have a numbeT p1inted on the back, 
and shall have attached to it a cOlmterfoil wiU1 the sam(! 
number printed on the face. 

64. Every election shall be held at the Town Hall, or at Pineo ror 
such other place or places within the borough as the Council~~~;~~"· 
may from time to time appoint. 

65. The voting at every election shall take place between Pmiol.lot 

1 1 f . ' 1 } . tl . d t 1 ' 1 k ulucllon. t 1e 1ours o mne o c oc < 111 • 1e mornmg, an we ve o c oc · 
noon, and between two o'clock and five o'clock in the after-
noon o £ the same day. 

66.- (1) The ballot box shall be of convenient size, and Sizeond . 
d h h b U 

. construciiOD 
shall be so constructe tat t e a ot paper can be mtro- orllallotLos. 
duced therein, but cannot be withdra'vvn, without the box 
being unlocked. It shall be provided with a lock and key. 
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(2) It shall be exhibited empty to such persons as 
may be in the polling station immediately before the taking 
oi the poll , and shall then be securely locked, and not be 
again unlocked except by the Returning Officer at the close 
of the poll in. manner hereinafter mentioned. 

6?.-(1) The Mayor shall, in the case of a borough divided 
into warck;, appoint a separate polling station for ~ach of 
such wards, and sha).l, at least three clear days before the 
day of election, give public notice, by advertisement in two 
newspapers circulating in the Colony, of the situation of 
every polling station so appointed by him; and shall fix, 
in a conspicuous place on each such polling station, a notice 
naming the ward for which such polling station has been 
appointed, together with a copy of the register of voters 
containing the names of the persons entitled to vote at such 
polling station. 

(2) No person shall be admitted to vote at any 
polling station except the one ·appointed [or voters of the 
ward in which he is entered as a burgess in the burgess roll 
in force. 

68. The Mayor shall take care beforehand that each. 
polling station is provided with proper conveniences for 
taking tlte poll, and that the same are properly ai:Tanged 
for carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance, and he 
shall also provide a proper ballot box for each polling 
station and a sufficient number of ballot papers. 

69. The Mayor shall , on or before the day fixed for the 
taking o{ the pol l, visit each polling station, and see that il 
is provided with the proper conveniences as aforrsaicl Cor 
taking the poll. 

70. For thf' guidance of C'lectors in voting, notices sl all 
be: print~.:d in conspicuous characters and placard~d in 
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various places, outside a nd inc;ide nf c;t~h polling s tation, 
in the following form :-

Direclio11s. 
{t) To mark your vot<!, you must place a cross opposite the name or 

names of the candidate or candidates for whom you wish t.o vote. 

('2) You can vote for one candidate only for each vacant seaL 

(3) When you have marked your vote, fold your ballot. paper in t.·wo so ns 
to conceal your vote, but so as to shrJw the official mark on tht! back, 
show the Returning Officer U1c official mark, ancl then put your 
ballot papt'lr in tlw ballot box and lc:-:we tlte room. 

71. The Returning OHicer shall preside at the polling notumrns 

t . d . I J 1 • l J 11 • b . 1 Orrlc~•· to s ·atLOn unng t 1e w 10 e ttmc t 1at t 1e po ts emg ta cen. p•···ukto 

72. The Returning Officer shall keep order at bis sta.tion, 11ndt o lt .. t1 

shaJI regulate the number of voters to be admitted at a order. 

time, and shall exclude all persons except his assistants and 
clerks, the candida tcs, and the constables on duty. 

73. The Returning Orlicer may appoin t fit and proper Clo·rt:M. 

persons to be clerks at each polling station for attendance 
at such station on the day fixed for thC' takiug of the poli 
and, in the case o f a contested f" lc:ction, may appoint 
competent persons to assist him in c01mting the votes. 

74. The Mayor shall provide each Returning OHicer ttc11t,.c. , ... t 
with a copy o f the regis ter of votNs certified under lhe vutu, , .. 

hand of the Town Clerk 

75. Each person on coming to YOtc shall address himsC' l f o"tr.,l.l'otcr 

t J R . Offi d } 11 t t 1 ' lOII II'J IIlUI~Itl o t 1e \.Cturnmg · ccr an s 1a s a e 11s name all( """'· 
address in an audible voice. 

76. Tl1e Retmning OUicer shall proceed to write on Duli•IIJ !'r 
the countedoil of a ballot paper the number 0 { su ch sr;i:~~~.~cl 
elector on thr registe r of voters mark the ballot paJ)Cr vo~~r nt tim~> 

• ' of n1tiug . 
with an o fficial mark, and., calling out the name of the; 
voter in an a11Clible voice, deliver snch paper to the votrr 
with in the polling station. The voter shall then rdirc to 
a screened table apart, but within the polling station, and, 
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having secretly marked his vote on the paper. and folded 
it in two so as to conceal his vote, but 'so as to show the 
official mark at the back, shall place it in the ballot box 
in the presence of the Returning O!ficet· a[ter having 
shown to him the official mark at the back. The vo ter, 
having voted, shall forthwith leave the polling station. 
The Returning Officer, after having delivered to the voter a 
ballot paper, and while the voter is recording h1s vote , shall 
make a mark against the name of snch voter on his cop y 
of the register of voters to indicate that suclJ voter has 
vo ted at the election, but not so as to show the partkular 
ballot paper given to such voter. 

77. The voter shall mark his vote on the ballot paper bv 
placing a <'ross opposite the name of the candidate fM ·whom 
he wishes to vote. 

ue~uming 78. The Rehnuing Officer shall, on request, give such 
O£f•cur to • • be 
fnstruetvotor. mst ruc ttons as may appear to necessary to any voter 

as to the manner in which be should record his vo te. 
ro14r to leave 'i9. The vo ter shall vote without undue delay and 
~~~~~~~~ after sl1all. quit the polling station as soon as he i12~ put lris 

ballot paper into the ballot box. 
m,o are to bo 80. No person shall be admitted within any polling 
~1~~~~~lllng station during the hours appoin ted for taking the poll, 
etnt too. except the Returning Officer and his assistants and clerl;s 

and the constables on duty, the candidates, and such 
number of voters as are admitted by the returning oilicer 
under section 72 of this Ordinance. 

t:Anditlntoo 
how to 
l!c plncctl. 

81. Any candidate present as aforesaid shall be pos ted 
in such a position that he can see each person who presents 
himself as a voter and hear his name as given by him, 
but so that he cannot see how any voter votes, or otherwise 
interfere. 

r're~~rvnMon 82. If any candidate persists, after being warned, in 
of onlcr. contravening the provisions of the last preceding section, 

it shall be lawful for the Returning Officer to have him 
turned out of the polling station. The Rctnming Officer 
may at any time summon constables within the polling 
station for the purpose of preserving order. 

·, 
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83. The non-attendance of any candidate shall not in xon· 

any wise invalidate any act or thing done under this :~cdai~!~~'8 of 

Ordinance, if such act ur thing is otherwise duly done, !'0~ rd t.o 
notwithst anding such act or thing js required or authorized~~' " any 

to be done in the presence o f such candidate. 

84.-(1) No enquiry shall be permitted at any election Llmllatlonol 

as to the right of any person to vo te as a burgess except~~~~~:::. 
only as folluws ; tha t is to say, that the Returning 
Olliccr shall , if required by a ny two burgesses, or by a 
candidate, put to any vo ter at the time of his delivt:!ring 
in his ballot paper, but not afterwards, the following 
questions, or either of them, but none other :-

(a) Aro you the person enrolled under the following description in Uao 
burgess roll for this borough? (Here read cutry in roll i 11 fult.) 

(b) Have you already vott:d at the present election ? 

(2) The vo te of a person required to answer any of 
these questions shall not be received until he has answered 
them. 

(3) H any person makes a false answer to any such 
question, he shall be guilty o f a misdemeanor, and shall 
be liable, on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding one year, with or without 
hard labour. 

(4) Save as by this Ordinance authorized, no enquiry 
shall be permitted a t any election as to the right of any 
person to vote. 

85. lC a person representing himself to be a particular Wheropon;on 

elector named on the regis ter of voters applies for a ballo t ololms to \'ot~ 
] 

a.~ 11n olootor 
paper after anotlter person has voted as such e ector, the arter nnothca· 

applicant sha ll, upon duly aru;wering the ques tions set~~~::~~~~ 
forth in the las t precl~ding section/ be entitled to mark a 
ballot paper in the same manner as a ny other voter ; 
but the ballot paper (hereinafter called a tenden~d ballot 
paper) shall be o f a colour dillering from the o ther ballot 
papers, and, instead of being put into the ballot box, shall 
be gi vcn t o the Returning Officer and endorsed by him 
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with the name of the voter and his number in the register 
of voters~ and st::t ~ide in a separate packet, and shall 
not be coLmted by the Returning OUicer. And the nam1.: 
o[ the voter and his. number on the register shall be cnter<:d 
on a list to be called " the tendered votes list." 

86. A voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot 
paper in such manner that it cruu1ot bc convcnienlly 
used as a ballot paper may, on delivering to the Returning 
Officer the ballot paper so inadverten tly dealt with, and 
proving the Iact of the inadvertence to tb.c sa tisfaction 
of the Returning Oflicer, obtain ano ther baLlot paper in 
the place of the ballot paper so delivered up (hereinafte r 
called a spoilt ballot paper), and the spoilt ballot paper 
shall be immediately cancelled by the Returning Officer 
writing the word '· cancelled" across the face of the same 
and across the face of the corresponding counterfoil. 

87.-(1) H any voter is incapacita ted by blindness or · 
other physical cause from voting in the manner prescribed 
by t his Ordinance, or i( any vo ter makes, in the presence o£ 
lhe Returning O£Iicc:r, a declaration of his inability to read, 
the Re turning OHiccr shall, a t the request of such vot('r, 
cause his vote to be marked on a ballo t paper in the manner 
directed by such voter, and the ballo t paper so marked to 
be; placed in U1e ballo t box ; and the name and numbe:r (JJl 

tllc rcgjs tur of voters of every Yoter whose Yotc is so marl<e:d 
for him, and the reason why it is so marked, shall b~.: cntt:r(;d 
on a list (in this Ordinance referred to as ''the lis t of votes 
marked by the Returning Officer ") which shall be kept by 
the Returning Officer. 

,\p·>OintmonL (2) The Retuming Officer may appoint fit and prnpt.. r 
or lntorp•\Jtor~~. persons lo in terpret to any voter the clcclaralion p'rcsctibt.. cl 

by this section and any instructions authori:lcd by thb 
Ordinance to be given to voters. AI1y such interpreter 
~hal! be an assistant with in the meaning of this Ordinance. 

Procodnro In 
caso of 
obstruction of 
election. 

88. In any cas<: where the proceerungs at an e:leclion arc 
interrupted or obslructed by any riot or open d ulcncr at 
the polling station, the Returning Officer may adjourn the 
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further holding of the election at such polling station until 
the next working day, and so on as often as may be 
necessary. 

89. The Returning Officer shall, at the close of the po1J, Koticoor timo 
make arrangement::; for counting the votes in the presence~~~~~>~~~ 
of the cancl idales a~ soon as pract!ca ble aft~r the close of ~:=w~::01 ,e 
the poU, and shall g1ve to the cand1dates notlce of the day, counted. 

time, and placc on and at which he wiJl begin to count 
the votes. 

90. The Returning OUicer, his assistants (if any) and Conntin11 uf 

1 k d h d'd d ] votes11rul cer s, an t c can 1 ates, an no ot1er person, exceptothordutl08 
with the sanction c,f the Returning Officer may be 'present of Rc~u!11ins • • Olftccr 1\l olo~o 
at the counting of the votes. ofpoll. 

91. On the clay fixed by him for the counting of the votes, Tdom . 

the Returning Officer shall proceed, in the presenc(: of the 
candidates, to count the votes contained in the ballot box, 
keeping the ballot papers with their faces upwards and 
taking aH proper precautions for preventing any person 
from seeing the numbers on the back of such papers. He 
shall, after ascertaining the result of the poll by counting 
' t he votes given to each candidate, make up into separate 
packets 

(a) the ballot papers taken from the ballo t box 
together with the marked copy of the registe1 
of voters ; 

(b) the tendered ballot papers ; 

(c) the spoilt ballot papers ; and 

(d) the unused ballot papers with the countcrf()i ls uf 
the used ballot papers ; 

and shall wrap together into one parcel the packets, and 
seal such parcel in such a manner that it cannot be opcnrd 
without breaking the seal. The Returning Officer shall 
not himself refer, and shall take all proper precautions to 
prevent any other person from referring to the counterfoils 
of the used ballot papers. 
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92. The Returning Officer shall , as far as practicable, 

proceed continuously with the counting of the votes, 
n.llov.,ingouly time for refreshmen t, and excluding the hours 
between seven o'clock in the evening and eight o'clock in 
the morning. During the excluded period, the Returning 
Officer shall place the ballot papers and other documents 
relating to the election under his own sea1, and shall other­
wise take proper precautions for the security of such papers 
and documents. 

93. Any bn.llot paper which has not on its back the official 
mark, or on which votes are given to more candidates than 
the voter is entitled to vote for, or on which anything except 
the said number on the back is written or marked by which 
tbe voter can be identified, shall be void and not counted. 

94. The Re turning OHicer shall endorse "rejected" on 
any ballot paper which he may reject as invalid, and shall 
add to the endorsemeut 11 rejection objected to " if an 
objection be in .fact made by any candidate to his decision. 
The Returning Officer shall report to the Council the number 
of ballot papers rejected, and not counted by him, under the 
several heads oi-

(1) ·want of official mark, 
(2) Voting for more candidates than entitled to , 
(3) Writing or mark by which voter could be 

identified, 
(4) Unmarked or void for uncertainty, 

and shall, on request, aUow any oi the candidates, before 
such report is sent in, to copy it. 

95. The decision of the Returning Officer as to any 
questio11 arising in respect of any ballot paper shaU be final, 
subject to reversal on petition questioning the election or 
retmn. 

96. In case of an equality in the number of votes given 
for any two or more persons voted for, the Mayor shall select 
which of such persons shall be a Cow1cillor ; and the person 
so selected by the Mayor shall be deemed to have been 
duly elected. 
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97.-(1) The Returning Officer shall, as soon as he shallRoLu;mor 
have ascertained the result of the poll, forth\'vith declare to c':.~clll:!. 
be elected the candidate or candidates for whom the 
majority of votes have been given, or, in the case of an 
equality in the votes, the candidate who has been selected 
by the Mayor under the provisions of the last preceding 
section ; ' and shall immediately thereaiter make a 
return to the Tov.'tl Clerk showing the names of each of the 
candidates, their respective addresses, the number of votes 
polled for each, and the name of the candidate or candidate:; 
whom he has declared to be elected. 

(2) The Returning Ollicer shall also, as soon as may 
be after any election, forward to the Town Clerk a statement 
showing:-

(a) The number of persons who, from the counter­
foils, appear to have been supplied with ballot 
papers ; 

(b) The number of persons who voted ; 
(c) The number of rejected votes ; 
(d) The number of spoilt ballot papers ; 
(e) The number of unused ballot papers, and 
U) The number of ballot papers marked by the 

Returning Officer. 
(3) The Returning Officer shall, at the same time send 

the parcel made up by him in accordance with section 91 of 
this Ordinance to the Town Clerk, who shall keep the same 
in safe custody and shall allow no person to have access to 
the same. 

(4) Provided always that when an election petition 
has been presented questioning the validity of any election 
or return, the Town Clerk shall, on the order of a Judge 
of the Supreme Court, deliver to such Judge the parcc:l 
of papers relating to the election that is in dispute. 

(5) The Town Clerk shall retain for one year from 
the date of the election all documents relating to an 
elec tion forwarded to him by the Returning Officer under 
this section, and at the expiration of such year, unless 
there arc pending any legal proceedings calling in question 
such elec tion, shall cause such documents to be destroyed . 
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(6) No person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected 
ballot papers in the custody of the Town Clt'rl\ except 
under the order of the Supreme Court or a Judge, to be 
granted by such Court or J ndge on being sa ti:;fied by 
evidence on oath that the inspection or production of sucl.1 
ballot papers is required fo r the purpose of instituting 
or maintaining a prosecution for an offence relating to 
ballot papers or for the pmpose of a petition questioning 
a rehu·n or election ; and any such order for the inspection 
or production of ballot papers may be made subject to 
such conditions as to persons, time, place, and mode of 
inspection or production as t he Court or Judge making 
t he same may think eA-pedient , and shall be obeyed by 
t he Town CJerk. 

(7) No person shall, except by order of the Court or 
a Judge, open the sealed packet of counterfoils after the 
same has been once scaled up, or be allowed to inspect any 
counted ballot papers in the custody of the Town Clerk. 
Such order may be made subjec t to such conditions as 
to persons , time, place, and mode of opening or inspection 
as the Court or Judge may think expedient : Provided 
that, on making and carrying into effect any such order, 
care shaH be taken that the mode in which any elector has 
voted shall not be discovered until he has been proved to 
have voted and his vote has been declared by the Cou rt 
to be invalid. 

(8) Nothing in tl1is section contained shall be held to 
prevent a Judge of the Supreme Court from inspecting 
any paper delivered to him as provided in sub-section (4) 
of this section. 

98.-(1) The Town Clerk shall, as soon as possible, 
publish a list of the persons elected, specifying the wards 
for which each of such persons has respectively been 
dected, and the number o·f votes which be received. 

(2) Such publication shall be made by affixing a copy 
of the lis t to the outer door of the To\·vn Ha1l or in some 
co11spicu011S place tl1erein. 
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99. No vo ter who has vo ted at any elec·tion shall, in any Protectlt~.n to 

proceeding to question the election , be required to s ta te ''Otcr. 

for whom hr. has voted. 
100. Evcrv borough mav, by resolution of the Council , Form!! may 

prescribe Ute form of any- notice, return, advertisement, ~~ .. ~n~~~nl>od 
or other document to be used in connection with the Loruugh. 

powers and duties o f s uch borough under this Orrlinance, 
and. the forms so prescribed shall b~ snHir:ient in a ll cases 
to which those forms a re applicable. 

101. No elec tion sha ll be declared invalid by reason sovins 

of any non-compliance with the directions o£ this Ordin:mc(: ~~.~!~~i~~~ 
as to tbe procedure at nn election, or a ny mist ake in tbe 
usc of any of the prescribed forms, i( it appears to tl1r 
tl'ibunal having cognizance of the question tha t lhe electio n 
was conducted in accordance with the principl e~ la id do,vn 
in the Ordinance, and that such non-compliance or mistakf' 
clid not affect the result of the election. 

Election of Auditors. 
102. The following provisions :,hall apply wi th respect Tim~nnu 

motlcof 
('IN•tion of 

The ordinary day of election o ( All(litors sha ll Anol ll cm•. 

to the election of Auditors :­
(1) 

be t he firs t day of November; 
(2) There shall be two Auditors, each o( whom must 

be qualified to be a Councillor of the: boro11gh, 
but may not be a member of the Council or the 
Town Clerk and Treasurer ; 

(3) The term of office oi each Auditor shall be o ne 
year ; 

(-1) An elector shall not vote for more than o nl' 
person to be Auditor ; 

(S) E lectio ns oi Audito rs shall be held a t the Tu wn 
H all or some other con venient p lace appuint.c<l 
by the Mayor; 

(<i) Save as in this ~ec tion provided, all the provi. ion:; 
o f this Part of this Ordinance with respec t tu 
the nomination and <'lection o f CounciJlors for 
a borough no t haYing wards shall a pply tu 
t he nominat ion and r lection of Auditors . 
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Ojjc1tces relating to elect?"ons. 

103. Tltis Part of this Ordinance shall apply to municipal 
elections held in and for the city of Port-of-Spain, the 
boroughs of San Fernando and Arima and any other 
borough constituted under the provisions of the Municipal 
Corporations Ordinance, No. 210. 

104. Every person who at an election applies £or n 
ballot paper in the name of another person, whether that 
name be the name of a person living or dead, or of a 
fictitious person, or who, having voted once at any election, 
applies at the same election for a ballot paper in his own 
name, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be liable, 
on conviction on indictment to imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for any term not exceeding two 
years. 

105.-(1) Every person who-

ouu!roiCnnees. (n.) forges or counterfeits, or fraudulently defaces 
or destroys, any ballot paper or the official 
mark on any ballot paper ; or 

(b) without due authority, supplies a ballot paper 
to any person; or 

(c) fraudulently puts into the ballot box any 
paper other than the ballot paper which he 
is authorized by law to put in; or 

(d) fraudulently takes out of the polling station 
any ballot paper ; or 

(e) without due authority, destroys, tal<es, opens, 
or otherwise interferes with the ballot box 
or packet of ballot papers then in use ror the 
purposes of any election, 

shall be guilty o£ a misdemeanor, and, on conviction on 
indictment, shaH be liable, if he is the Returning Officer 
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or a clerk employed at a polling station, to imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding one year, with or without 
hard labour, !Jl' to a (inc nol exceeding one hundred pounds, 
and if he is any other person ~hall be liable, on summary 
conviction befon· a Magistrate, to imprisonment with 
or \vithout hard labom, [or any tem1 not exceeding three 
montbs, or to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds. 

(2) Any attempt to commit any offence specified in 
this section shall be punishable in the manner in which 
the 0 r fence itself is punishable. 

106. Al1y person who-

1925. 

(1) corruptly, before, during, or after an election TrenLing. 

provides or pays in whole or in part the expenses 
of providing a ny food, drink, or lodging, to or 
Ior any person on account of anything already 
done or omi tted to be d0ne, or to be afterwards 
done or omitted to be done, by an elector <tt 
the election in the capacity of an elector ; or 

(2) bc·ing an elector, corruptly receives any food, 
drink, or lodging, on account of any such act 
or omission, 

shaU be liable, on summary conviction before a Magistrate, 
to imprisonment, with or \vithout hard labour, for any 
term not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding 
fifty pounds. 

107. Any person who-

(1) uses or threatens to use any force or restraint umluu 

or does or threatens to do any temporal or lnfluonoo. 

spiritual injury, or causes or threatens to cause 
any detrim(' nt of any kind, to an elector in 
order to induce him to vote or refrain from 
voting al an election, or on account of his 
having voted or refrained from voting at <tn 
election ; or 
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(2) by force or fraud pteYents or obs t1 ucts the 
free exercise of the franchU,e by an elector 
or by any such means compels or induces a~ 
elector to vote or refrain from voting a t an 
elec tion, 

shall be liable, on summary conviction before a Magistra te, 
to imprisonment, with or without hard la bour. lor any 
term not exceeding six months, or to a fine not cxce~ding 
fifty pounds. 

Dl'ioory. 108. Any person wbo-

(1) gives, confers, or procures, or promises or 
orfcrs to give, confer, or procure or allempt to 
procure, to, upon, or for any person any property 
or benefit of any kind on account of any thing 
done or omitted to be done, or to be afterwards 
done or omitted to be done, by an elector a t 
an eJection in the capacity of an elector, or on 
account of any person acting or joining in a 
procession during an election, or in order to 
induce any person to endeavour to procure the 
return of any person at an election, or the vole 
of any elector at an election ; or 

(2) being an elector, asks, receives, or obtains, or 
agrees or attempts to receive or obtain, any 
properly or benefit of any kind for himself or 
any other person on account of anything 
already done or omitted to be done, or to be 
afterwards done or omitted to be done, by him, 
at an eJection in the capacity of an elector ; or 

(3) asks, receives, or obtains, or agrees to or attempts 
to rcccivr or obtain, any p roperty or benefit of 
any kind for himseH or any other pcrSNl, on 
account of a promise made by him or any other 
person, to endeavour to procure the return o£ 
any person at an election, or the "''h: L' £ nny 
person at an election ; or 
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(-~ ) ad\'ances or pays any money to or to the use <>f 
any other person with the intent that such 
money shall be applied for any of the purposes 
hert·inbcfore in this section mentioned, or in 
discharge or repayment of money wholJy or in 
part applied for any such purpose ; or 

(5) corruptly transfers or pays any property or 
money to any person for the purpose of enabling 
lhat person to be registered as an ekctor, and 
tlttreby of influencing the vote of that person at 
a future election ; or 

(6) is privy to any such transfer or payment as las t 
mentioned which is made for his benefit ; or 

(7) being a candidate at an election, convenes or 
holds a meeting of electors or of his commit tee 
in a house licensed for the sale of fermented 
or spirituous liquors, 

shall be liable, on summary conviction beiore a :Magist ratC', 
to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for an y 
term not exceeding six months, or to a fine not <:Xcccding 
fifty pounds. 

1925 . 

109. Anv person con\'icted of any oi the offences dcrined Furtllor 
. h 1 ~ I' 1' . . t d . I ponnuy ror 
111 t e ast lYe prccec 111g SeCtlOllS COmmlt C W i t l respect cnan.rct 

to an election shall become incapable, for sevc:·n vears pru.otce•. 

from the da te of the conviction, of being registered as an 
elector or of voting nt any election or of hulding ~.ny 
corporate oHice, and if he holds any such o Cfice, the oHicc 
shall be vacated. 

110. In any information or prosecution for an offence J.a.•·tn8 
in rdatic.n to the ballot box, ballot papers, and ether prope,,. 
things in use at an eltction, the property in such ball<>t 
b0x, ballot papers, or things may be stated to be in t he 
.:\h;-or. 
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:r;)~~~· 1~1. Every o~fice~· and cl~rl~ in at~en~~ce at the poll ing 
polliugstntiuu. stat1on shall mamtam and md m mamtamtng the secrecy of 

the vot ing in such station, and shall not communicate to anv 
person except fo r some purpose authorized by la w, before 
the poll is closed , a ny information as to the name or number 
on the rcgis tt::r of ,·o ters of any voter who has or has not 
applied for a ballot paper or voted at such station ; and no 
p erson whosoe vcr shall interfere with or attempt to interfere 

~~~it~~;~~. with a voter when marking his vote, or otherwise attempt 
to obtain in the polling s tation a ny information as to the 
candidate for whom any voter in such station is about to 
vote or has voted, or as to the number on the back o( the 
ballot paper g ive n tu any voter at such station. 

:X.CreC)' b.;· 
officer o t 
COI.IDLint:; Ul 
\'otes. 

lntlucins 'otor 
to displn~ 
hallol 1 A!'Cr. 

112. Every ofCic: r and clerk in attendance at the counting 
of ihc votes shall mainta in and aid in mainta ining the 
secrecy of lhe voting, and shall not attempt to ascertain 
at s uch counting lhe number on the back of a ny ballot 
paper, or communicate a ny inlormation obtained at such 
coun ting as to the candidate for whom a ny vote is given in 
any particular ballot paper. 

113.-(1) No person shall, directly or indirect ly, induce 
any vuter to dis play his b a llo t pape-r after he bas marked it, 
so as to make known to any person the n ame of the candidate 
for o r agains t \ovhom he has so marked his vote. 

(2) E\'cry person who shall contravene any of the 
provisions of this sccti1.11 sha ll be liable, on sununary 
conviction before a Magistrate, to imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, for any tem1 not exceeding six months. 

on p~oolul 114. If any candidate shall do or be g11ilty o ( doing, in 
..:crtn111 ollvnco d f 1 · · d f h tt olertion ru l.o ·manner an 01111 t 1~rcm menttonr , anv o t e rna ers o r 
\'oid. things pro hibited iJl c.nd by sections 106,~ 107 and 1('8 of this 

Ordinancr, contrary lo the true spirit and m eaning of this 
OrdinaP.cr, then and in e Ycry such case, upon proof of the 
samr on pdition questioning tll~ t l t:ction or relurn, the 
elec tion o f such candida te sh~.U be decla red nuiJ :tnd void ; 
and in cas~ 5uch candida te sl1a1l have a majority of votes 
on ihe poll, a new cLction shall ta ke pl~c~ . 
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115. H any Returning Officer, clerk, or any person who- omcc.'rs 
soever shall wilfully contravene or disobey the provisions of g>~~~~~o~log 
this Ordinance, or any of them, with respect to any mat ter lial.to toanlt. 

or thing which such Returning Officer or clerk or other 
person is required to do, he shall for snch offence, be liable 
to be sued in the Supreme Court by any regis tered voter, 
candidat~. memb~r actually returned, or other party 
aggrieved, for the sum of one hundred pounds ; and the 
defendant in such action, being condemned, shall pay the 
sum so awarded, with full costs of suit, to the party who 
may sue for the same. 

Etect£on Petitions. 

116.-( l) A petition complaining of an undue return or OIJJaution to 

undue election of any Councillor, hereinafter called -nn :~:;nd!'fo or 
election petition, may be presented to the Supreme Court ,·otcr. 

within four days after such return or election, either by any 
four or more persons who voted or had a right to vote at the 
election to which the petition relates, or by some person who 
alleges himself to have been a candidate at such election. 

(2) The Chief J ust ice, with the concurrence of a llul~. 
Puisne Judge, may make ru les regulating the practice g_nd 
procedure with respect to election petitions. 

117.-(1) On presenting an elec tion pdition, the person J>~oc~u ... on 

presenting the same shall deposit \\i th the Registrar of the , .. uition. 

Supreme Court a sumo[ [iity pounds, or give security with 
one or more sureties for payment of the like amount, the 
sum so deposited or secured to be security for cos ts. 

(2) The Registrar shall not receive and file any 
petition unless such sum is paid or secured as aforesaid. 

118.-( l) Every election petition shall be tried by a Judge 'f•intor 

of the Supreme Court, sitting a lone without a jury, in open ~~~~t~~~­
Court. 

(2) At the conclusion of the trial, the Judge shall 
determine whether the Councillor whose return or elec tion 
is complained of, or any other and what pcrscn, was duly 
returned or elected, or whether the electicn was void, and 
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shall cc:rtify such determination to the Council ; and, upon 
such certificate being giYen, such determination shall be 
Iina1 ; and the return shall be confiTmed or altered or a new 
election :;ha ll be held, as the c<~se rnay require. in accordance 
with such ct: rtificatc. 

119. At the t rial o( an election petition, the procedure 
shall, as near as circumstances admit , be the same, and the 
Judge shall b. vc the same powers, jurisdiction, and 
autl1ority, as if he were hying a civil action without a jury ; 
and witnesses shall be subpoenaed and sworn in tl1c same 
manner, as near as circumstances admit., as in the trial of a 
civil action in the Supreme Court, and shall be subject to the 
same penalties for perjury. 

~~~:tiou noL 12~. lf 0.ny cnndidatc or voter. aftec o bjccting to a~1~ such 
pt'OCC.'eded mth election ur return, shall not prorn;· d i..> tl'\' t}"w ,·rdtd1 ty of 
or t.loclanxl J · · } • · £ 1 - d'd 
trholou.s, t k sam.f , or 1J t 1e pdrtlcn o any sue 1 can 1 ate or voter 

~Uillpu hltiUD 
of ~hnc. 

shall be declared frivolous and vexatious, such candidate or 
voter shall be liable to pay all such costs and e>..-penses as may 
have been jncurred by the candidate \-vho~.e election or 
retnrn is so objected to, such costs and expt nse::; to be paid 
by order o{ the Court out of the money to be deposited or 
secured as aforesaid ; and if the money so deposited or 
::;ccured shall 1iot be su fficient 1.0 pay all the cosls and 
expenses, the balance o{ the same shall be rccov~rcd by 
a.ction in any Court of competent jurisdiction : P roviued 
always, that if the candidate or Yater 50 obje.d.ing t 0 any 
such (';ieclion m return as n. fo res~id shall, within fiYr days 
r.ftcr such <·lectiNl or r~turn, give nntice tu the C<!,ncUda.tc 
whose retum is objected to tha.t it is not l1is in tention to 
proceed to try the validity of such r·lcction c:r rl!tm n. then 
and in such case such 1ast mentionC' d candick tc d 1<t1l not te 
entitled to n·cover such costs or expenses as d<Jrcsaid. 

Comfmtation of Ti111e. . 
121.-(1} \~7here ljy tJ1h; Ordin~ncc any Jimitt: d time 

frc m or R fter any date or t-vcn t is appointl'Cl or alluwed 
for 1.he doing of any act or the taking o f any pr0ceeding, 
tht·n. in the computation of that limited time, t he same 
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:.hall be taken as exclusive of the day of that date or of 
the happening of that event and as commencing at the 
beginning of the next following day, and the act or proceeding 
-. hall be done or taken at the latest on the last day of the 
ti1aited time so computed, unless the last day is a Sunday, 
1 hristmas Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, Corpus 
l 'hristi, or any other public holiday, in which case any 
... :t or proceeding shall be considered as done or taken 
in due time if it is done or taken on the next day afterwards, 
not being one of the days in this section specified. 

(2} Where by this Ordinance any act or proceeding is 
directed or allowed to be done or taken on a certain day, 
then, if that day happens to be one of the days ·in this 
section specified, the act or proceeding shall In considered 
as done or taken in due time if it is done or taken on the 
next day afterwards, not being one of the days in this 
section specified. 

(3) Where by this Ordinance any act or proceeding is 
directed or allowed to be done or taken within any time 
not exceeding seven days, the days in this section s~citied 
shall not be reckoned in the computation of such time. 

1925. 

122. The Municipal Corporations Elections Ordinance RepML 

1915, save and except section 68 thereof ; the Municipalt&-te15. 
Corporations {Elections) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1916; 2~1111&.. 
the Municipal Corporations {Elections) Port-of-Spain 
(Amendment} Ordinance, 1920 ; · and the Municipal1G-11120. 
Corporations (Elections) Port-of-Spain {Amendment) 
No. 2 Ordinance, 1920, are hereby repealed. 111-11120. 

Passed in Council this twenty-ninth day of May, in 
the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five. 

JOHN DE NOBRIGA, 
Olerk of the Council. 



OBJEC'PS AND REASONS. 

Tmsconsolidatingl3ill has been prepared with the object of removing 
the confusion which a t present exists in th e law relating to Municipal 
Elections. The principal Ordinance dealing witJ1 this subject is tht: 
:\Iunicipal Corporations Elections Ordinr.ncc, No. 16 of 1915, which , 
in its original form, applied to elections to be held in Po1l-of-Spnin and in 
any borough then existing or lo be thereafter constitll ted. This 
Ordinance has however been amended in its a pplication to Elections in 
Port-of-Spain by three subsequent Ordinances, and consequently there 
now appear on the Statute Book a considerable number of provisions 
relating to Municipal Elections which apply only to Port-of-Spain a nd 
an equal number of provisions which apply to the boroughs but do not 
apply to Port-of-Spain. 

In these circumstances it b.as been found impossible, without further 
legisla tion, to prepare a consolida ling Ordinance in intelJigible form for 
inclusion in the Revised Edition of the laws of the Colom•. Tl1is Bill has 
therefore been prepared a nd proposes to deal with the existing law in the 
following manner :-

Part [ reproduces the existing law rcla ling to proceedings at 
:\luoicipal Elections held in Port-of-Spain. a nd is declared 
(see cla use :.J) to apply ot~ly to Port-of-Spain. 

Pttrl I I reproduces the l!xisting Law relating to proce<>ding~ <• I 
~lunic1pa l Elections held in a ny borou~h, other than Port-of­
Spain, a nd is declared (sec clause 54) 110t to apply to Port-of­
Spain . 

Part III reproduces sections 50 to 66 and 69 of Ordina nce No. 16 of 
1915 whit' h have not been ;~mended and which ~till apply to 
all boroughs. This part of the BiJJ is declared (sec clause IP3) 
to apply to Port-of-Spain a nd to all boroughs. 

It is believed that the arrangement of the law as proposed in this 
Hill wil l be the most c.:on\'cnient one for the purposes of UH! lllunidpol 
.\ut110rities, and it will remove the confusion which at present exjsts in 
the law dealing wit11 this subject. 

No change of any kind in the presentl.aw is proposed. 


