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" 

[L.S .] 
H. A. BYATT, 
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6th ?If ny, 192:i. 

AN ORDINANCE to consolidate, simplify, and am_·nd 
the law re lating to Perjury and kind.rcd offences. 

[6th ~11 ay, 1925.] 

[:> E it enacted by the Goven:or of Trinidad and Tobago 
..J with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 

tlwreof as follows :-

1. This Ordinance may bl~ cih"d as the P <> . .rjury Ordinance, Short title. 

1925. 

2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise Jnterpre· 
tatiOII. reqLures-

" Oath," in the case of persons for the time being 
allowed by law to affirm or declare instead of swearing·, 
includes " Affirmation" and •· Declaration,• · and lhe 
expression ·• Swear " in the 1ike r.a~e includes " Affirm ' ' 
and "Declare"; 

"Sta tutory Declaration " means a declaration made 
by virtue oi the Statutory Declarations Ordinance, 1908; (23-J!>OS) 

"Indictrnent '' includes "criminal information." 
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3. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the forms and 
C'<:!remonies llSerl 1n aclminish·ling nn onlh nrc immaterial 
ii the Court ot pcn;nn bdure wfiom !he cmU1 is 1a ken ha~ 
powc1· to adminis ter an oa lb for llie purpose o{ verifying 
the statement in ques lion, and if the oa tb has Leen 
administered in a f01 m and with ceremonies which the 
person takil1g the oalh has accepted without objection, or 
has declnrecl t o be binding on him. 

Prrjury. 4.-(1) If ?.ny person lawfully sworn as a witness or as 
an in terpre ter in t1 jndicinl proceeding wilfully makes a 
sta tement material in that proccLding, whjch. he knows to 
be false or does not believe to be true, be shall be guilty of 
perjury, and shall , on conviction thereof on indictmen~, be 
liable to imprisonment, with 01~ without hc'1.rd laboul', for a 
term not exceeding seven years, or to a fine, or to both such 
imprisonment and f ine . 

.. Judicial (2) The expression " judicial proceeding " includes a 
Jlt:ocecding." di b ( 'b 1 h · b procee ng cfore any ourt, tn una , or person avmg y 

lnw power Lo hear, receive, and examine evidence on oath. 
stntcmcn ts (3) \¥here a statement made for the pw·poscs of a 
~~~~~s judicia l proceeding 1s not made before the tr ibunal itself, 
a uthorized but is made on oath before a person authorized by law to 
:~~~~~eive administer an oa th to ihe person who makes tJ1r st atement, 

and to record or auU1enticate the statement, it shall, for 
the purposes of this section, h<" trcc.ted as having bern 
made in a judicial proceeding. 

Person~ . tl (4) A statement made bv a person lawfully sworn in 
sworn m ' 1e ] C l f 1_ ¥f • d ' · l li 
Colony fo1· t 1e o ony or h1e purposes o l.L JU 1c1a proceec ng-
purpose of ( ) · b t f }J' "of • t ' d · ' judicial a 1TI anot er rar 0 :J.lS Ir-aJes y S Ol11ill10I1S ; or 
~~~~?1~~;:.gs (b) in a British tribunal lawfully constituted in any 

· place by sea or land outside His Majesty 's 
dominions ; or 

(c) in a tribunal of any foreign state, 
shall, for the purposes of this section, be treated as a statc-­
ment made in a judicial proceeding in the Colony 

Matru;iaJity a (5) The question whether a s ta temen L on which 
ci;~~n perjury is asgjgnecl was material is a question of law to be 

determined by the Court of trial . 
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5. 1 f any person- l·abc statc-
1) bcin" required u r au thotiZcd Ly Jaw tu makt! an · mcnls un 

ro • v;llb ml\tiU 
st atcm~.. nt on oath for any J 'ttrpo~t, .utd btutgu~h"''L•: 
lnwfullv sworn (otherwise than in a judicial llm.n in" 

d. . ill lJ k I . 1 jllthC:IIIl p; oc"·e mg 1 w u y rna es ~·. _tat(·ffit:lll w llC 1 pacc:ccdint;. 

is nmtrrial for that pu rpose and wltt <.:h Jw knows 
to b ' fa be t>r does nc, t belif'\"l: tl• be lnw : or 

(~) wilfully uses any falst:. a fficlavil flll' t iJ r puq ><,:-,cs 
of th<; .Bills of Sal~! Ordinance, No. G3, 

lw shall IJ~ guilty uf a misdemeanor, nnd, uu c0nvict ion 
tlit:: reof on ind ic tment, shall hl' liable to imprisonmcttl, with 
or withou t lmrd labour , for a term 11M cxccccting seven 
years, or to a fi ne, or to both such imprisonntl·nt and fine. 

6.-(1) H any person- False stntc:· 

(a) for the purpusc of procw·ing a marriage, or a m.:nt.;, &c., . r· li I . k . t w•Lh ccrlL 1catc or cencc or marriage, nowmg y rl'fcrcnc:c to 

and wilfully makes any fnl~l· oath, aHid~vil , or maaringc. 

d"clnratiun, ur ma kes or :..ign:. any fa l~l' applira-
tion, nolicc, ur certificate rt.'quircd under any 

E"nactment fur lh..: limt b..:in~ in force tt ! ; .lin~ to 
marriage ; or 

(b) knowingly and "·ilfuUy Plak\.s. ,,r kt•l•\\ t;tgJy .~ud 
wilfully cau!l~!'> lo be made.·, fo r tht· purpCI'-l' c.,f 
being insertl·d in nny re~is tt::rnf marriat-.cs, a fa l!'e 
s ta tement as tu any parti.;ular tt·tptirerl by l(lw 
to be known and r~;; istcn ·tl rc•Jating to .tny 
marriagv ; or 

(c) forLids lite issul' <d am· •·1 rli l kalv or ltcc·n...:•· ln1 
marriage by falsely rcp!e.s<:tlling ltitll:Sr· ll lL• ha· a 
person whose ronsent lo the m;m·iar·~ j :; l <' llll ir<.'d 
by law, knowing such rcprescnt:".tinn to he f~t b. , 

ltc shaiJue guilty u f a m isde:·meanor, a.ntl slt il ll be liable--
(i) On conviction tlwrcof on indictment , t•> 

im prisonment, with or without hmu 
laboUI, for a term not exceeding seven 
years, or to a fine. or to both such 
itnf'l i !'r.nmr nt and fi nC' ; anu 

(ii ) On summary cunYidiuu t lterlof lx· ft>Jl' a 
:\fagistratt', to a penally not cxcctding 
fif ty pounds . 
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(2) A prosecution on indictment for an offence against 
this' section shall not be commenced lllOl"e than three years 
after the commission of the offence. 

( 3) Summary proceedings for an offence against this 
section may be instituted at a ny time within twelve 
months after the commission of t he offence. 

7.-(1) II any person-
(n) \.Vilfully makes any fnlse answer to any qut.:stion 

put to him by any regjst rar of births or deaths 
relating to the particulars required to be regis­
tered concerning any birth or death, or wilfully 
gives to any such registrar any false information 
co11cerning any birth o r death or the cause of 
any death ; or 

(b) Vvilfully makes any false certificate or declara­
tion w1der or for the purposes of any enactment 
relating to the registration of births or deaths, 
or, k nowing any ~ uch Cf;:rtificate or declaration 
to be false, uses tLc same as true or gives or 
sends the same as true lo any pen:on ; or 

(c) Wilfu11y makes, gives, or uses any false state­
ment or cleclara lion as to a thild born alive as 
having been still-born, ur as to the body of a 
deceased person or a still-born child in any 
collin, or falsely pretends that any child born 
Cl.live was still-born ; or 

(d) Makes any f~dsestatement \vithinten t to have the 
snmc jnserted in any register o£ births or deaths, 

he sha ll be g1.1ilty of <~. misdemeanor, and shall be liable-
ti) On convictio1i thereof on indiclmen t, to 

imprisonment, with or without hard 
labour, for a term no t exceeding seven 
years, or to a fine, or to both such 
imprisonment and fine ; and 

(ii) On summary conviction thereof before 
a Magistrate, tn a penalty not exceeding .­
fifty pounds. 

(2) A prosecution on indictment fur an oifence against 
this ~ction shall not be commenced more than three years 
after tl1c commission u£ the offence. 
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(3) Summary proceedings for an offence against this 
section may be instituted at any t ime within twelve 
months after the co mmission of the offe nce. 

8. lf any perso n knowing!~· and willully mal~es (other- Fahcstatu· 

wise than on oi\th) a stc•.temcn t false in a 111:\terial particular, ~f~K-;~"'~~arn· 
and the s tatement is made - · other f:~l~ 

. statcmenb 
(a) In a sta tutory cledaratwn; or without 

(b) In an nbsl ract, accoun t, balanc....: sheet .. book, oath. 

certifica te , declaration, entry, estimate, inven-
tory, notice, report, re turn, or other document 
which lte is authodzed or required to make, 
attest, or verify, by any enactment for tltc time 
be ing in force ; or 

(c) In any ora l declaration or oral a nswer which h e 
is required to make by, under, or in pursuance 
of any enactment Ior tlte time being in force , 

he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be liable on 
conviction thereof on indictment _to impri!>onment, with or 
without hard labour, for any term no t exceeding two years, 
or to a fine, o r lo both such imprisonment a nd fine. 

9. lf any person- Futso 
. declarations, 

(a) procures or a ttempts to procure lumse lf lu be &c.; to 
regis tered on any register or roll kept under or obtain regi:~· 
. f tm f h . tratlou, .tc., 
Ill pursuance o a ny enac ent or t e hme for cl\rryins 
being in force o( persons qualified by law to on ati . . u· vocn 0 11 . pmcllsc any vocation or ca m g ; or 

(b) procun~s or nttempts to procure a cer t ifica te oi 
the regis tration uf any p erson on any such 
register or rol l as aforesaid, 

by wilfully making or producing or causing to be made or 
produced, either verbally or in writing, any declaration, 
cer tificate, or rcpresC'nta tion which he k n(,WS lo be fa lse or 
fraudulent, he shall be guilty of a m isdemeanor, and shall 
be liable on conviction thereof on indictment to imprison­
ment, wilh or without hard labour, for auy term not 
I'XCee<l ing twdvc month~. or to a finr , <11" lu hol h ~uch 
imprisonment and fine. 

10. Evt ry person who incites or a ttempts to procw·e inciting tu 

or suborn anollu:r ucrsoll to commit an offence against co~nlil 
I · 0 di I b 'l f · d d PerJury. t us r nancc s 1a e gm ly u a nus emeanor, an 
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shall be liable on co nvic tion thereof on indictment to 
imprisonmen t, with or withou t hard labour , for any term 
not exceeding twelve months, or to a fine, or to both such 
imprisonment and fine. 

11.- (1) Where t \\"n or more incons i:; tcnl or contra­
dictory ::; tat~ment~ of Lad or a lleged fac t, ma terial to the 
issur u r mat tf'r in quc·s t io n, have been wil ful ly made o n 
oath by one and t hf' s ame witness in a ny judicia l 
proceechng o r pmceedings, whether be fore the same 
Co lu·t or tribunal or persu n or not, s uch witness sha1l be 
g-uitty oi a misdemeanor , and , on coJFi r tion thereof on 
indictmen t . shall be lia ble to imprisonmcnl, with or 
without hard labom·, £or a term nu t cxc~eding seven 
years, or to n. fine, or to both such imp1 isonment and fine. 

(2) Upo n the tria l of any person for a n offence under 
this section, it shall no t be necessary to p rove the fa lsity 
of either o£ tbe incons is tent or contradictory s tatements , 
but, upon proof tha t boi:h the s tatement~ were made by 
him, the jury, ii satis fied that the stut~ments . or either 
o f them, were or was made wi th inten t to deceive tbr 
Court, tribuna l, or perso n before whom the s tatements, 
or either o f them, were or was made . s hail convict tht! 
accused. 

12.-(1) vVhere any of the following authorities, namely, 
a Judge , Lonm1issioner, Magistrate, Coroner , or J ustice is of 
opinion tha·t any person has, in the course o f a proceeding 
before lhat au thority , bc·en guilty of perjury, the authority 
may order the pro~ccu tion of tha t person for such perjury, 
in case there shall appear to be reasona ble ca11se for such 
prosecution, and may commit him to prison, 01 admit him 
to bail, pending such pro~ecntion, a nd may require any 
person to enter into a recognizPnCE:: to prosecute or give 
evidence against the person whose prosecu tion is so ordered, 
and may give the person so bound to prosecu te a certifica te 
of the making of the ord~:" r for the p rosecut ion, for which 
cf:rtifical c no charge shall be made . 

(2) An order made or ~ certificate gi,·cn under this 
section shall not be given in evidence for !he pmpose or in 
the course of any trial oi a pro!:iecution resulting therefrom 
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Form of 
indictment : 

(tt) r,,, makin;.: nny Jabt• :-.l.tlt:ll\('lll Ill fabt• 1Ljl) c- FoJ pt:rjury. 

::;<:nta tion pU11i.:-hablt. nnd1 r I hi~ Onlinancc ; or 

13.-(J) In a n iudidmcnt-

(U) for unlawfully, wil fully, fa lsely, frau dulently , 
deccitfnlly, lli CI.Iiciously, or conup tly taking, 
making, ~ig11i ng, or subsc1ibing a11y oath, 
affirmation, solf·mn dt:claration, statutory decw­
ration, affidaYit, dc:position, appJicCJ lion; notice, 
certificate, or uther writiug, 

(c) for wil fuJ ly making incon~ i stcnt or contradicto ry 
sta temen ts ''n oath in tt judic ia l jJI'OCl'<:ding or 
proceedings 

il is sufficient lo sc,t fc,rtlt the: substance o f the offence 
charged, and befo re whi1·h CCJurt or person (if a ny) the 
offence was commi t ted, \\-iU1ou t. ::c·tling forth the proceeding~ 
or any patt o f the pmct'cdinp; in th~ cour5L' of which the 
offence was commiltc·d, a nd withc1ul setting forth lhC' 
authority of any Courl or perS(•n b .... fore whom tlw off<'nr.c 
was commil ted. 

{2) In a n indic tme nt for aiding, abd tins, r.ottnscJling, For aiding 

bo . . ti l 'l nnd abetting. su rnmg, or procurmg any o tf'r person o comm1 any 
offellCt' hc·rdnbefore in this section mentioned, Of ror 
cnns piling \\'it:t ~ny ollwr p l'1'Son, or wit h attempting lo 
;;ubom or prormc any ntht r pt r::on , to cnmmii any such 
o ffcnce, it is sufficit-nt. -

(a) whn\! such orfenc<· h a!.. bern committed, to nllege 
lltat offl' nre, a nd Lb.c tl to a llege that the 
defendan t pr(lcurcrl the co n'tmi~~ion o f that 
uffencc ; and 

(b) where ~u c h offence has n<J t been committed, to 
sd forth the subs lancc of the offence charged 
aga inst the defendan t withou t sdHng forth any 
mat ter or thing which it is mmccessary to aver 
in ihe case of an indictment for a f~lsc statemen t 
or false representation puni:-hab l<· \mclc r th is 
Ordinanc.<•. 

14. Except in cases corning within lhe provisions of cousent o1 
~cction 12 of this 0:-dinancc, no complaint for perjury ~ttomty· 
s hall be lnid withou l the consent in writing o f th<: nern · 

Attorney-General. 
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15. A person sba 11 not be liable to be convicted of a~1y 
offence agains l this Ordinance, or of any offence ch·r lared by 
any other enactment to be perjury or subornation of perjury, 
ur to be punishable as perjury or subornation of perjury 
solely upon the evide nce of one witness as to the falsity of 
a ny statement alleged to be false. 

16. On a prosecution -
(n) for perjm·y alleged to have been commi tted on 

the trial (l'f an indictmen t for felony or misde~ 
mcanor; or 

(b) for procuring or suborning the commi~ion of 
perjury on any such trial ; 

the fact of the former tt'ial shall be sufficiently proved by 
the production of a certificate containing the substance 
and effect (omitting the formal parts) of the indictment 
and trial purporting to be signed by the Registra1' or other 
officer having the custody of the records of the Court where 
the indictment was tried, without proof of the signal·ure or · 
official character of the person appearing to have signed 
the certificate. 

17.-(1) \¥here the making of a false stateme11t is not 
only an offence under this Ordinance, but also by virtue of 
some other enactment is a conupt practice or subjects the 
offender 1.o any forfeiture or disqualification or to any 
penally uther than imprisonment or fine, the liability of the 
offender under this Ordinance shall be in addition to and not 
in substitution for his liability unde1 such other enactment. 

(2) Nothing in this Ordinance shall apply lu a state­
ment made wi thout oath by a child tmder the provisions of 
the Children Ordinance, 1925. 

'(3) \¥here the making of a false statement is by any 
other enactment, whethc·r passed before or after the 
commencement of this Ordinance, made punishable on 
summary conviction, proceedings may be taken either under 
snch other enactment or under this Ordinance. 

18. The enactments mentioned in the Schedule to this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent ~ pecified in 
the third column of that Schedule. 
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SCHEDULE. 
ENACT MENTS REPEALED. 

No. or I 
No. and year 
of Ordinance. 

Short title. Ex lent of Rcperu 

13 

22 
41 
56 

60 

63 

11 2 
119 

2 10 

287 
22· 1908 

25- 1908 
9-19 11 

:11-1913 
7· 1916 

17-1917 

32·1917 
45·19 17 

13- 1923 
4- 1924 

The Criminal Procedure Sections 45, 46. 47 and 48. 
Ordinnncu 

The Criminnl Offences Ordinance Section 3. 
The Aruitmt.Jon Ordin:mce .. Section 21. 
The Regilltrntlon Ordinance • In section 40, paragraph (I). -.utl 

in pnr:agrapb (2), the words 
"wilfully makes any false certl· 
licatl' or declaration under or fo1 
the purposes of this Ordina nce 
or"; and paragraphs (3) anti (4) 

be Real Property Ordinunce • • tn sect ion 145, th r wortls .. and 
any penon makm11 " tu thr 
end o f tho scctio1l . 

The Bills of Sa11' Ordln.•nce . . 51-ction 2 1, from "whoever " to 

the e nd of the section . 
The New:.paper Otd tn.1DC(' 
The Commissions of Entp•~ry 

Ordinance 

. Sections 8 and 22. 

The Municipal Cor pu n tu..n• 
Ordinnncl' 

Section II. 

St!ction 12 
person" 
section. 

The Pt•rJury Ordinance .. The whole. 
The Commlssiollllrs of Allldnv•t:t Section s. 

Ordinance. 1908 
The Statutory Declarnlmn:s Section 4 . 

OrdiMnce. 1908 
The Estate Duty Ordmanc:e, 190 Section 23 
The Pe tLy Civil Court'! OrcJinllnct', Section 41. 

19 11 
The Companies Ordinnncu. 1~13 Section 206. 
The Merchant ShippinJ; Section 90. 

Ordinance, 1916 
The Pe rjury (summnry punlsh· The whole. 

from •• nod II an)' 
to the •·nd of the 

me:nt) Ordinance, 19 17 
The Oath5 Ordinanc.:, 1q17 
The Friendly Socictil'~ 

Ordinance, 1917 

. Sub-section (2) of secu ou 6. 
Sub-sl\ctlon (2) of section 82. 

The Marringc Ordlna111:• , I ~l23 . ·ji:cction 36. 
The Po;rjury (Summary Punish- he whole. 

meat) (Amendment) Ordiuance, 
1924 

Passed in Council this twenty-fourth day of April , 
m the year of Our lord onL· thousand nine hundred and 
t wenty five. 

E. F. AANENSEN, 
iJr.tin,q Clerk of the Council. 

1925. 



OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

It will be seen from U1e Schedul e to this Bill that provisions dealing 
with U1e offence of Perjury a re a t present scattered through a considerable 
number of Ordinanreo;, and t he ohject of the Bill is 10 embody, as far as 
possible, alllhose pru\ isiuns in one ~eneral enactment. The Bill follows, 
as closely as local c iH:umstanccs pet mit, tl.e Perjury Act, 191 J (1 ;;.nd 2 
Geo. V. c. 6), with a few aduition:l.l pruvisions taken from lhe Criminal 
Justice Bill of 1924, and is designed to be a complete r-odilicaHon of 
the loca l law rein ting to P erjury with the exreptie>n of the- provi~ions of 
Ordinance No. 17 of 1917 for the summary punishment of this offence. 


