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No. 14 PETROLEUlYL 

TRINIDAD AND ':eOBAGO. 

[L.S.] 

rJ; 
I 
I 

No. 14-1909. 

7th Jww. 

AN ORDINANO~ re/&,IO POlf~ 
D,/ I~ I 

~~/ll 

, 24th June, 1909. 

it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
ith the advice and consent of the Legislative Oouncil 

thereof s follows :-

1909 

1. This rdinance may be oited as the Petroleum Short title. 

Ordinance, 1 9. 

2. In this Or ~nance the term:-, 
" Petroleum" neans and includes any product of 

Petroleum, Rook oil, Rangoon oil, Burmah oil, and any 
product of them and y oil made from petroleum, coal, 
schist, shale, peat, or ot r bituminous substance, or any 
product of them, and whidh when tested in manner pre­
scribed by regulations under this Ordinance do not give 
forth an inflammable vapour at a temperature of 95 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Provided that the Governor may from time to time 
by proclamation exclude from this definition such products 
of petroleum as he may deem expedient. 

Interpretation. 
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\ "Dangerous petroleum" means petroleum which when 
tes~d in manner prescribed by regulations under this Ordi­
nanc~ gives forth an inflammable vapour at a temperature 
below ~5 degrees Fahrenheit. 

"~ace" means and includes any house, storehouse, 
wareh;u1e, shop, cellar, yard, or wharf. . 

"Ins~ 'ctor-General" means the Inspector-General of 
oonstabufa~S(. 

Vessels having 3. Every v~ sel carrying a cargo consisting wholly or in 
petroleum on t f tId tId t ' board. par 0 pe ro e or angerous pe ro eum an en ermg any 

Harbour within his Oolony, shall conform to such regula­
tions in respect to the place at which she is to be moored as 
may from time to £' e be issued by the Harbour Master. 

Public 
magazines. 

oored in any place in contravention 
of sucb regulations, e owneT or master of such vessel 
shall incur a penalty no exceeding Twenty Pounds for each 
day during which the ssel remains so moored; and it 
shall be lawful for the Ha our Master or any other person 
acting under his orders to use such vessel to be removed 
at the expense of the owner r master thereof to such place 
as may be prescribed by t e said regulations, and all 
expenses incurred in such rem al may be recovered in the 
same manner as penalties are h einafter made recoverable. 

~. It shall be lawful for the Go ernor from time to time 
as occasion may require, by Procla Jation to appoint public 
magazines for the storage of pet oleum and dangerous 
petroleum, and to make regulations r specting the landing, 
receiving, depositing, guarding, delive 'ng and removing of 
petroleum and dangerous petroleum~ The Governor may 
appoint fit and proper persons to ha e the charge and 
custody of such magazines, and may fro time to time fix 
the storage rent payable on goods kept th Bin. 

Delivery from 5. N 0 pet~oleu~ or dangerou,s petrole~m sH II be delivered 
magazine. from or receIved mto any publIc magazme e ept between 

the hours of seven in the forenoon and six in t e afternoon . . 
Storage of 6. It shall not be lawful for any person within the limits 
~~~oi~~;erous of the Town of ~ort-of-Spain and the Borou~H of·· San 
petroleum. Fernando and Anma, or any other place proclaIm~ under 

. \ 
" 
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\he next succeeding section, to keep petroleum in any 
q~antity exceeding one hundred imperial gallons or dan­
g~~ous petroleum in any quantity exceeding one imperial 
gaIlpn, unless such petroleum or dangerous petroleum shall 
be s.~?red in a private magazine duly licensed under this 
Ordm\ance. 

" 
AI\ dangerous petroleum kept on any premises and not 

in a pri' te magazine shall be kept in some vessel made of 
glass, ear' '\ enware or metal and shall be securely stoppered. 

\ 

Licens~ for p!iva~e l~agaz.ines shall be issued. by the ~~~~~:: 
Inspector-Ge eral Ul hIS dIscretIOn, and shall preSCrIbe the magazine;. 
quantity of pe~ roleum or dangerous petroleum which may 
be stored in tl1~ private magazine. Any person who keeps 
in a private mag~zine a greater quantity of petroleum or 
dangerous petrolE3p-m than is allowed by his license shall 
be guilty of an Ofi8(1;lCe, and on conviction shall be liable to 
a penalty not exCeed~{1g ten pounds. 

7. No petroleum sl;~P be sold or kept for sale within the Sale of 

limits of the town of ~ort-of-Sp2uin and the Boroughs oeetroleum. 
San Fernando and Ari~:Ja, and such other places as the 
Governor in Executive O~,:)1ncil may from time to til1Je by 
proclamation direct, except\.jIi pursuance of a license issued 
by the Inspector-General, w\o is hereby authorized in his 
discretion to grant the same., 

\\ 
All petroleum kept for S~\~ in any place so licensed 

s~1all be kept iI~ a tank' or other\;:esselmade of iIon, zinc, 
tm, or other umnflammable matet~\a1. 

8. No dangerous petroleum shall'\y sold or kept for sale, Sale of 

except in pursuance of a license issu~d by the Inspector- ~:~!1:~~. 
General, who is hereby authorized in h1,& discretion to grant 
the same. \ 

9. No dangerous petroleum shall be sol~9r delivered from License to use 

any magazine except to a licensed user, aIi\l, no dangerous ~:fr~1~~~. 
petroleum sh~ll be used except by a licensed\~ser. 

Licenses to use dangerous petroleum shall,\be issued by 
the Inspec~~r-General at his discretion and sub~ect to the 
conditions. prescribed by regulations made u~r' this 
Ordinance. \. 

'\,,--
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10. No quantity of petroleum exceeding ten imperial 
lions shall be kept in any unlicensed place in the town or 

boughs aforesaid except with the special permission in 
WrI 'ng of the Inspector-General. 

Selli~g or if If any person not licensed under Sections 7 or 8 
!~ifke~p::~ef~ hereo hall sell or keep for sale in any place in the Town of 
inflammable Port-o ~ S')ain or the Boroug'hs of San Fernando or Arima 
receptacles, 1:. • 

Hours of 
delivery. 

or any ace proclaImed under SectIOn 7 hereof any petro-
leum or angerous petroleum, and if in any place whether 
licensed not licensed there shall be any excess of 
petroleum r dangerous petroleum over the quantity per­
mitted by t . s Ordinance or the regulations thereunder to 
be kept in th t place, the whole of such petroleum or dan­
gerous petrole m in that place shall be forfeited to His 
Majesty, and th person occupying or using the place shall 
be guilty of an 0 'ence. 

If in any lice\sed place dangerous petroleum is found 
in a receptacle no£(~ in accordance with, or being kept or 
used c~ntrary to t~\\provisions of this Ordi;nance, or, the 
regulatIOns made the\~under, or petroleum IS found m a 
recepta?le not, being un\nfiammable as prescribed by Section 
7 of thIS Ordmance, su~;.h dangerous petroleum and such 
receptacles and their c' tents shall be forfeited to His 
Majesty, and the person ccupying or using the place in 
which the dangerous petrol" um or petroleum is found shall 
be guilty of an offence. 

Any person convicted "f an offence against this 
section shall forfeit and pa any sum not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds for every day on which the offence was 
committed, and in default ofpa 'nent shali be imprisoned 
either with or without hard labour or any term not exceed­
ing six months, 

12. No petroleum shall be deli red from any place 
licensed under this Ordinance except etween the hours of 
seven in the forenoon and six in the af rnoon, 

If any petroleum shall be delivere contrary to this 
section, the licensee in respect of such pI ce shall be guilty 
of an offence under this Ordinance, and on onviction shall 
forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Five ounds, and in 
default of payment shall be imprisoned wit or without 
hard 'labour for any term not exoeeding three m nths. 



83 

No. 14 PETROLEUM. 1909 

\ 1.8.-(1.) Every license under this Ordinance shall be lJicenses. 

si~ed by the Inspector-General and published in the 
BOY¥;I,J Gazette, and shall expire on the 31st day of Decem-
ber n xt after it is granted. . . 

(2. There may be annexed to any such license any 
conditio as to renewal or otherwise which the Inspector­
General y think necessary for diminishing the risk from 
explosion 0 fire. 

(3.) Any icensee violating any condition of his license 
shall be deem8'~ to be an unlicensed person, and shall be 
liable on convl tion to the penalties by this Ordinance 
prescribed for offe ces committed by unlicensed persons. 

(4.) The Gover, or may from time to time make alter Regulations. 

and revoke regulatio'", s with regard to the application for 
and the issue of li nses under this Ordinance, the 
conditions of issue, in~uding the giving of bonds in a 
sum not exceeding £50, ru,&the forms of such licenses, and 
also with regard to the'keep: g, storing, conveyance, removal 
and use of dangerous petro~um, 

14. If on application for ~\icense under this Ordinance refusal of 

such license shall be refused, dJ;., if granted shall be granted wense. 

on conditions with which th~\, applicant is dissatisfied, 
the Inspector-General shall if r~guired by the applicant, 
certify the grounds or conditions \upon which he refused 
the license or ann8xed conditions\to the grant thereof, 
and shall deliver the certificate to\ the applicant, who 
may thereupon within ten days but no\later from the time 
of the deliv~ry thereof t? him, t~ans~i\the s~me to ~he 
Governor WIth a memonal prayl11g tha£'~notwIthstandl11g 
s?-ch refus"al a lic~nse may be granted, or 11~at such condi-
tIOns may not be Imposed, or that the same' . ay be altered 
or modified in such manner and to such exte\t as may be 
set forth in such memorial. \ 

'» 

It shall be lawful for the Governor if he think, fit, after Governor may 

consideration of such memorial and certificate I grant grant license 

conditions as he may deem fit, or to alter or modr the enera. 

conditions imposed by the Inspector-General; and the 
license so granted or altered and modified as the case y 
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~ ~vhen certified under the hand of the Governor shall be 
t~ll intents valid as if granted by such Inspector-General. 

::11\ It shall be la'yYful for any J ustice ~f the Peace on 
reaso~' able cause assIgned upon oath to Issue a warrant 
under is hand for searching in the day time any place in 
which troleum or dangerous petroleum is suspected to 
be kept c~ptrary to the provisions of this Ordinance or the 
regulation\made thereunder. 

All pet~6Jeum or dangerous petroleum found to be kept 
contrary to tHjs Ordinance, and also the vessels or recepta­
cles in which ~'le same shall be kept, shall be immediately 
seized by the se r,"ch8r, who shall with all convenient speed 
after the seizm" remove such petroleum or dangerous 
petroleum and tR~ vessels or receptacles containing it to 
a magazine appoiU,ted under Section 4 hereof, and may' 
detain such petrole\tm or dangerous petroleum and such 
vessels or receptacle~\ till it shall be adjUdged on a hearing 
before a Stipendiary Ju.stice of the Peace whether the same 
shall be forfeited; and 'Iiluch searcher or seizer shall not be 
liable to any action for \~uch detainer or for any loss of or 
damage which may happ~ to such petroleum or dangerous 
petroleum or vessels or rec\ptacles, other than by his wilful 
act or neglect. \\ 

\ 
The owner or occupier o\any place on whose premises 

petroleum or dangerous petr~Jeum shall be found upon 
search under this section to b~, kept contrary to the pro­
visions of this Ordinance or of t1;~ regulations thereunder 
shall be deemed guil.ty of an o~e:o'~r against this Ordinance, 
and shall be dealt WIth accordll1gly~ 

16. The Inspector-General, or an~~erson authorized in 
writing by him, may at any time be ween the hours of 
seven in the forenoon and six in the a~ternoon enter any 
place in which petroleum or danger ns petroleum is 
kept or suspected to be kept, and he n1, y in any such 
place examine any receptacle containing oil, r other liquid 
material capable of being used for illuminatio or combus­
tion, and may take a sample not exceeding :welve fluid 
ounces from each such receptacle. 
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Any person whose premises may be searched for 
pet\foleum or dangerous petroleum shall give the Inspector"­
Gmieral or other person authorized by him as aforesaid 
every.assistance and facility. ,'f 

1909 

If any person as aforesaid shall fail to givSJ' the 
Inspect!\ir-General or other perRon authorised as aforesaid 
while acting under this section every assistance and'facility 
to search; or shall in any manner obstruct the Inspector­
General ot< other person authorized by him as aforesaid 
while acting under this section, every such' person as 
aforesaid shal\ be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance, 
and on cOl1vici'tion thereof shall forfeit and pay any sum 
not exceedingT,wenty Pounds, and in default of payment 
shall be imprisOr1~d .eith~r with or without nard labour for 
any term not excee,dmg SIX months. 

" 17. Where it appefLrs to the Governor that any machine Machines for 

for the rnanufacture\of gas from petroleum or dangerous making gas. 

petroleum is so constt"llcted that the use thereof for such 
manufacture is unattend"ed with material risk or danger and 
that a license under this Ordinance in respect of such 
machine may be granted consistently with public safety, it 
shall be lawful for the Governor if he sees fit to grant 
a license under his hand aut~wrizing the licensee to have 
and use upon the premises to b,e specified in the license, for 
the purpose of manufacturing \ gas by such machine as 
aforesaid, any quantity of petroleum or dangerous petroleum 
not exceeding a limit to be specifie¢l. in such license. 

18. In aI?-y pro~eedings under th~~\.prdinanc~ agail?-st any Oil in machine 

person havmg a lIcense under SectlOri:\17 of thIS Ordmance, ~~!~~~:d. 
in computing the quantity of petr6,\~um or dangerous 
petroleum which by such license the lic8Fsee is authorized 
to have and use upon his premises, the qu,~ntity contained 
in the machine in respect of which the lic~nse is granted 
shall be excluded from the computation. \, 

Provided that if the quantity so contain~a)n any such 
machine exceeds the limits specified in the lic~nse, such 
license shall be of no effect. \ 

19. The I. nspector-General or any person authci\~'zed in Right of en~ry 
writing by him whether generally or in any particula .\case, ~~g~:dat~h m 

may at any time between the hours of seven in the ,ore- machines. 
~ \ 

G 
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\.pOOl1 and six in the afternoon enter any premises in respect 
Of vyhich a license under Section 17 hereof has been 
gl:a'Dted, for the purpose of ascertaining the dimensions of 
any'machine in respect of which a license under the said 
sectiorihas been granted and the quantity of petroleum or 
dangerou,,~ petroleum contained or capable of being con­
tained the.rein. 

\\ 

The li~ensee shall give to the Inspector-General or 
other perstHi,,?,uthorized by him as aforesaid every assistance 
and facility. \ 

If any p~r,~on as aforesaid shall fail to give the 
Inspector-GeneJ''a) or other person authorized as aforesaid 
every assistance \.and facility, or shall in any manner 
assault or obstruct the Inspector-General or any person 
authorized as aforE~:~,aid whilst in the execution of his or 
their duty under thl~ section, such person shall be guilty 
of an offence against\ this Ordinance, and on conviction 
shall forfeit and pay \~ny sum not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds, and in defaul£\of payment shall be imprisoned 
either with or vvithout har~ labour for any term not exceed­
ing six mOl~ths, .or such 'pe~fon. may wi~hout the option of 
a fine, be lmpnsoned e.lther\ 'mth or WIthout hard labour 
for any term not exceedmg tli'{ee months. 

Importation of 20. It shall be lawful for th~\Governor from time to time 
dangerous,\ 
petroleum. by Proclamation absolutely to pl)'ohibit the importation into 

the Oolony of all dangerous pe~oleum or any particular 
vari~ty o~ varieties thereof. frOm\f(and after a date to be 
speCIfied m such ProclamatlOn; aId from and after such 
date all and ev~ry the provisions of '~e OustO~1S. Ordinance 
No. 178 relatmg to goods absolut'\ly prohIbited to be 
imported shall apply to such dang~rous petroleum as 
effectually as if such dangerous petrol'~um were included 
in the. Table .of Prohibitions and Restri fi.ons contained in 
the saId Ordmance., 

Provided however that the Governor Ii\ay from time to 
time by proclamation exempt from such 'tlrohibition any 
ds,ngerous petroleum, product of petroleum '~r any infiam­
mabIe liquid, not to be used for illuminating p&poses, which 
to him Inay seem fit. '\ 

Regulat!Ol?S as 21. It shall be lawful for the Governor from l{lle to time 
to exam:nmg to make reO'ula.l"ions for the proper tes.!.ing and e~mination and testmg. b U Ii \ 

'~ ~, 
\\ 
~ 

\ 
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of ~~ petroleum imported into this Oolony, and to appoint 
comp'?tent examiners of the same, and by such regulations 
to fix \he fees to be paid on the testing or examination' of 

1\ 
the sam\v' 

\~ 

Whe~l any such appointed examiner shall certify that 
any petrb\~um brought into this Oolony is dangerous 
petroleum, \~uch c,ertificate shall be prima faci~ evide~ce in 
all Oourts of V ustice that the petroleum therell1 mentIOned 
is dangerous \rithin the meaning of this Ordinance, and in 
the absence of }{oof that such certificate is wrong, the cost 
of examining S11:\h imported petroleum, and in respect of 
which such certi~(~te shall have been given, shall be borne 
by the importe~ t~e~'t0f. and may be reco.vered in any Oourt 
of competent Junsdt~tlOn by the ReceIver-General or by 
any person authorised\by him to sue for the same, for the 
use of His Majesty th~\King, and shall be applied as the 

1909 

Governor may direct. ""\ 

22. Notwithstanding any\jJling contained in this Ordi- License to sell 
't h 11 b 1 f 1 f ~,I' G f 't' or keep crude nance, 1 s a e awu or t~~ overnor rom. tIme 0 tIme petroleum. 

to empower the Inspector-Gen'elal to grant to any person 
named by the Governor a licens\ to sell or expose or keep 
for sale or have in possession on ~emises to be approved by 
the Governor, any crude petrole;j\~lJ whether or not the 
same be dangerous petroleum. \ . 

23. It shall be lawful for the G~ernor to prescribe Shipping 
. 1 d't' t I' d~' S t' 22 h f storage and speCIal con 1 IOns as 0 any lCense un e\: ec IOn ,ereo , manufacture. 

respecting the places where and the mal1;~er in which any 
such crude petroleum may be shipped, hmded, received, 
deposited, guarded, delivered or removed, arlp. also to make 
regulations respecting the storage, treatment\ refining and 
manufacture frmn such crude petroleum of refin\d petroleum 
oil for illuminating and other purposes. '\:; 

24. The provisi'ons of Section 3 of this Ord~nce shall Regulation of 
b d d t .' 1 t J' \\ f vessels. e eeme 0 app y '0 every vesse, mHrymg a c€Lrgo 0 

crude petroleum and loaded in any harbour withi~ the 
Oolony for car7'iage either coastwise or for exportation."\ 

25. In aniproceeding under this Ordinance before. arl:Y S,J. p, may 

Stipendiary' Justice, such Justice if required so to do b)'1~bs:te~'f!l.e 
the person in whose possession any petroleum or dangerous. \'" 

62 ' 
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"'Qr crude petroleum may be found, shall cause a sample of 
the same to be tested in manner prescribed by this Ordi­
ll!1\lCe by some person having competent chemical know­
led~,~, who shall give evidence as to the result of such test. 

\\ 
It, shall be lawful for such Justice to direct payment of 

the sutn of One Pound to be made to such person for the 
making '6£ such test; and in case of conviction the person 
convicted\'~hall pay the cost of such test, and in case of 
acquittal SUGh cost shall be paid from Public Funds. 

\\ 
'~ 

Publication 26. All reghlations made under this Ordinance shall be 
::g~~~~!s~f published in thy Royal Gc~ze.tte, and shall have legal force 

and effec~ in the\same manner and tl) all intents and pur­
poses as If they ll~d been enacted by a,nd formed part of 
this Ordinance. \ 

Evidence. 

Penalties for 
offenc.es. 

Procedure. 

'~ 

27. Production of ~\ copy of tbe Boyal Gazette purporting 
to contain any proclaittation or regulations issued or made 
under this Ordinance sf\all in all legal proceedings be suffi­
cient evidence of the t\por and due making and issuing 
thereof. \\ 

28. Any person who sh~ll contravene any proclamation 
or any regulation made und~f this Ordinance, or who shall 
be guil~y of any breach .of th,yrovisions of this 9rdinance 
for whlCh no penalty IS spec~ed, shall be guilty of an 
offence against this Ordinanc\ and on conviction shall 
forfeit and pay any sum not exc\,eding Ten Pounds, and in 
default of payment shall be imp.;risoned with or without 
hard labour for any term not excee~tng three months. 

29. Any forfeiture or penalty for\~n offeDce under this 
Ordinance or any regulations made thereunder may be 
enforced upon summary conviction bef' re any Stipendiary 
Justice of the Peace and according to the procedure pre­
scribed by the Summary Oonviction Off~c~s (Procedure) 
Ordinance No .. 1. . ,~\ . 

Appropriation 80. One mOIety of, all forfeItures or pena;\~LJleS made or 
of penalties. received under this Ordinance '~r any regulatio· thereunder 

shall be paid into the Treasury for the use an. benefit of 
His M~j esty the King and the other moiety sh~l be paid 
to the Informer. '\ 

." 
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Provided that if the informer be the servant of the 
person infdtmed against, then and in such case the moiety 
of the forfeit1;lre or penalty which would otherwise belong 
to such infornl(:lr shall not be paid to him but shall be paid 
into the TreasutR for the use of His Majesty the King. 

~ 

31. The Petrole'UIp Ordinance 1908 (No. 31 of 1908) is RepraJ. 

hereby repealed. . 

Provided that this 'repeal shall not affect the validity 
or invalidity of anything done or suffered or any right 
accrued or liability incurreq. before or any proceeding 
pending or uncompleted attlw commencement of this 
Ordina11ce. ~\~ 

'0, 

Provided also that all regulati6i1p made under the said 
Ordinance and in force at the commencement hereof shall 
continue in force until amended or rev'0ked by regulations 
made under this Ordinance. '\ 

Passed in Oouncil this Seventh day\~\June, in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred';~nd nine. 

" ,,~ 
J. M. FABFA:~, 

Acting Olerk of the Oo'Wncil. 

1909 


