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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 25.-1911. 

23rd A~tgust. 

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Minir'g and Refining 
of Oil. 
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l 
GEORGE R. LE HUNTE, 

GOVERNOR. 

29th August, 1911. 

B E it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and 1'obago 
with the ailvice· and consent of the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows :-

1. This Ordinance mav be cited as the Oil Mining and 
Refining Ordinance, 19lf 

2. In this Ordinance the term : 

" Crude oil" means the natural produce of the wells or 
springs of oil before the same has been refined or otherwise 
treated. 

"Products" means the constituents of such crude oil, 
which are obtained by such separation as is ordinarily 
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eff.e0ted in.a petwleum refinery, and includes the petroleum 
spmt and 1llummatmg oils and oil fuel. 

" Oil fuel" means 

(a.) the portion of crude oil or distillate thereof 
which remains after such separation only of 
petroleum spirit illuminating and intermediate 
oils and paraffin : or . 

(b.) the corresponding portion remaining after the 
crude oil has been subjected to evaporation, 
spontaneous or otherwise. 

" Refinery" means any building or structure in this 
Colony used as an oil refinery or where any operations in 
and about the refining of oil are carried on. 

" Person" includes corporation. 

" Licensed person" means any person to whom per­
mission has been given under the provisions of this Ordi­
nance to carry on the business of oil refining. 

1211 

3.-(1.) After the commencement of this Ordinance it E•·eolion of 

shall not be lawful :- rofinede,. 

( (&.) to erect a refinery; or 

(b.) to enlarge, make additions to or substantially 
alter any refinery, whether erected before or 
after the commencement of this Ordinance; 

without the permission in writing of the Governor first hltd 
and obtained. 

(2.) Any person acting in contravention of any of the 
provisions of this section is liable to a penalty not exceeding 
one thousand pounds. 

ljj,--(1.) It shall not be lawful for any person to carry Refiuh>g oiL 

on the business of oil refining in this Colony, whether for 
profit or otherwise, withont the permission in writing of the 
G-overnor first had anc1 obtained_ 

(2.) Such permission may be given in such form, for 
such period, and subject to such conditions as the Governor 

H 
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may in his absolute discretion think :fit, and may be either 
general, or limited to oil won from a prescribed area or 
areas. 

(3.) Any person committing a breach of any of the 
provisions of this section is for every day dnring which such 
breach continnes liable to a penalty not exceed[ng one 
hundred pounds. 

Refining to 
be carried on 
continnously. 

' ! ;twr ~ ~Jfl 
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5.-~.) It shall be the duty ·of every licensed person to 
carry on e business of oil refining actively, continuously 
and in a bo ' fide manner. 

(2.) Any rson acting in contravention of the pro-
visions of this s- ion is liable to a penalty not exceeding 
:fifty pounds for eve day during which such contravention 
continues, unless he ves to the satisfaction of the Conrt 
that such contravention · due to causes beyond his control. 
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H.M. Govern· 
ment to have 
right of 
pre-ompi;ion. 

(3.) The onus of prov · the existence of such causes 
shall be upon the person alle · g the same. 

6. His Majesty's Government shall have the right of 
pre-emption of all crude oil and products thereof, at a price 
to be agreed upon between the owners or producers of such 
oil and products and the said Government. In the event 
of no agreement being come 'Go as to such pri0e, the price 
shall be the commercial value of such oil or uroducts to be 
determined by two arbitrators, one to be appointed by the 
Governor and the other by the owner or producer of such 
oil or products, and in case of difference, by an umpire to be 
appointed by the arbitrators before entering upon the 
consideration of the question. 

Exp"t of oil 7.-(l.) After publication in the Royal Gazette of a notice 
P'ohibited th t H' M ' L ' G t ' d ' f h _. after notice in a IS ~ aJesuy s overnrnen IS esrrous o pure asrng 
Gazette. crude oil or products, it shall not be la1vhtl for _any person 

during the next following twelve montl1>! tv t>Aport any crude 
oil or products unless and until he :first offe.t;; to sell the same 
to the Governor on behalf of His Majesty's Government, and 
the Governor refuses to purchase the same or does not accept 
the offer within seven clear clays from the d8Je of such offer. 

(2.) Any person exporting crude oil or products contrary 
to the provisions of this section shall for every such offence 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding Five hundred pounds. 
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8.-(l.) The Governor in Executive Council may make Regulationo. 

regulations for carrying this Ordinance into effect, and m 
particular for all or any of the following matters:-

(a.) For prescribing the sites for the erection of 
refineries and of stores ; 

(b.) For insuring that the business of refining IS 

carried on as required by this Ordinance ; 
(c.) For prescribing the place of shipment of crude 

uLJ _ojl _or_pro~u~t~ i1-<-~i141 ~ /.3 P} ~ ':> /If/ 'I.. 
And may from time to time aher, amend or revolie a1l or 
::cny of such regulations as occasion may require, and may 
in the case of a continuing breach attach to the breach of 
any such regulation a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds 
for every day during which such breach continues, and in 
respect of any other breach a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds. · 

(2.) All such regulations shall be published in the Royal 
Gazette, and production of such Gazette containing a copy 
of such regulations shall in all legal proceedings be sufficient 
evidence of the due making and tenor thereof. 

9.-(1.) All penalties under this Ordina,nce or under any Reoov,,y of 

regulations made under this Ordina,nce shall be sued for and "'""1
''"· 

recovered by action of debt as between subject and subject 
in the Supreme Court in the name of the Attorney-General. 

(2.) The Court, in addition to imposing any pena,lty as 
in this section mentioned, may direct tha,t any refinery 
erected or any enlargement, a,ddition or substantial altera­
tion of to or in any refinery in contravention of the provisions 
of this Ordinance or of any regulation made thereunder be 
pulled down or removed. 

10. The Oil Mining Ordinance, 1910 (No. 3-1910) is Repeal. 

hereby repea,led. 

Passed in Conncil this Twenty-third day of Augnst, in 
.thfl year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eleven. 

ALFRED TAI'J"l', 
Actimg Clerk of the Council, 


