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WAH CE!VSORSlll r. 1914· 

rrHINIDAD AND f_['OBAG-0. 

Al'\f OHDINANCE i;o deal with the Censorship orrf'elegra.ms 1 

Postal Pa,cket;s and News duri11'g the present wa,r. 

[hS.] 

GEOHGE R. LE HUN'J'l:D, 

GOVI!.HNOR. 

/J81'1l NoveinbM, 1914. 

11: it emwted by the Governor of rrrinidacl and Tobago 
with the n,(Jvice a,ncl consent o£ the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows :--· 
::lhort •mte. ·1. Orclina.nce may be cited as the W<u' Censorship 

1n ter[Jret.a · 
f.iou. 

Ordinance, 191L.L. 
In t;his Ordimtn ce 
" Newspaper" inelncles liJny newspapeL lllttgazine, 

book, pamphlet, or other publication, published or circu-
la,ting in i;he Colony ; 

"Prohibited information " ineluc1e8 any information 
with respect to troops, ships, air-craft or vYELr Imtterial in 
the service of or belonging or contracted to be sold or 
delivered to His Majesty or any of His allies in whatever 
part of the worlc1 the same or any of them may h<tppen to 
be, or with respect to the plans of the mwal or miliktry 
authorities of the Britii:lh Jilm pire or any portion thereof, 
or of ahy mttion in alli::moe 'NiLh His MR,jeHty, or wit.h 
respect to any meR,sures taken for or connected vvit.h the 
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defence of the :British Jlire, or with respect to the move-
ment of a.ny J3ribish merelmnt shipR or of any ships sailing 
nndor the :fla.g of mttion in u.lliftrwe ·with His Majesty, 
and also includes sta.tement, comment or suggestion 
calcnln,ted directly or iudireetly to non vey such 
information ; 

" rrime of Emergency " means any period declared to 
be time of .emergency in ma,nncw hereinafter provided; 

(( 'l'elograph Company" includes the \f\T est India, and 
Pa,nama, 'I'elograph Oom1mny (Ijimited), a,nc1 the Govemment 
ntclio-telegrn.ph administrn,tion, tmd the telegmph system of 
the Government Railwa,y ; 

(( Censor of 'relegrams," cc Cenf::ot· of Posta.l Paekobn," 
"Censor of News" inelw:tes any Ae::f::istHJnt Censor a.nbhori::ed 
in writing by the particula.r Censor whom he is u.ssisting· to 
exercise a,ny of the powers conferred upon such Cmtsor by 
this Ordinn,nee ; · 

"Posta,l PadmL" lms the srnne rneaning- as in tbe l'ost 
Office Orc1irmnce, (No. J97); . 

'' includes boat. 
a.--(1.) 1b shalJ be ]a;wful for the Governor to fi,ppoint, ApjlOinoment 

by lUJcler his hand, Censors for tho pm·pose of con- of UetlflOl'R. 

trolling ancl dmding \vith telegrams, postal pa.elmts, Emcl news-
papers andtio appoint by wanant under his hand and 
r:;o umny atmistant Genson; as he may consider necesr:lary. 

('2.) vVa,rnmts granted under the preeeding sub-section 
sha lJ continue in operation until the same are revoked by 
the Governor by writing under his ha,nel. 

Oen.so?'Sh?;p of 'Peleqrams. 
l,l;,-- (1.) 'rhe Censor of Telegrams shrdl have the Poworsof 

f ·11 · Censo1' of 'l'ele-]:lOWGl'f3 . 0_ OWing :---- grame. 

(cto) Control of the tnmsmission of all messages by 
any 'Telegraph Company; 

(b.) Control of iil1e sta.tions, lines and plant 
of all Telegrn,ph CompRJnic's, and oJ the officers 

nmployees of such Oompa,nios; 
(c.) Power l;o llX:tmillo every message received for 

tho purpose of delivery, or intended to be tnms-
miLt.ed, by a Telegraph Company or delivered to · 

body within t'he Colony for t.he pmpose of 

' i. 
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being conveyed to rmy plrtce outside the Colony 
with view to its tnmrnnission by telegra.ph from 
any such place, or received in any f:mch place 2md 
conveyec1 into tbis Colony for the purpose of 
being delivered there or transmitlted i!herefrom; 

(it.) J>ower {!O stop, eliminate a,ny portion of, dela,y 
or a,ltm· any such rts mentioned in the 
preceding pa,ragraph of this sAction. 

(2.) Any person who 
(a.) Hefnses or neglects to cany out a,ny order or 

direction of the Censor of telognuns given iu 
pursuance of the powers conferred upon him 
under the provisions o£ the preeecling ::mb-uec--
tion ; or 

(b.) Being within a.ny premises of 'relegraph 
CompMlJ refuses or fails to carry out any order 
or direction g·iven by the Ocmsm· of 

1s liable to a penaJby not exceeding £200 or to imprison-· 
ment with or withonb hn,rd for any period not exceed-
ing six months. 

Oenso1'Sh'£ZJ of Posial Packets. 
5. The Censor of Posta,} Packets sluJJJ hrwe Lhe powers 

following 
(a.) Povver Lo detain, open, exa,mine and,if he thinl':s it 

expedient, 1io destroy all postn,l pach.ets addressed 
or intended to be delivered bo, posted by or 
written to or by, any subjed of a Country ::J,t 
Wttr with his Majesty, or n,ny person resident 
whether temporarily or not, in country at war 
with His Majesty or direeted to be sent to such 
Censor under the provisions of this Ordinance; 

(b.) Power to detain, open, and, if he tihinks 
it expedient, to destroy all postal packets 
addressed or intended to be delivered to, posted 
by, or written to or by, a,ny person \Vhose cones-
pondence the Govern or by wa,rran t in writing 
under his hand may order to be censored. 

:FJvery person landing or emba.rhing a,t any pbfm 
m the Colony, or being an officer or member of tJhe crew of 

'I 
I 
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any vessel shaJl, .if requiretl by a Custon1s officer, make a, 
declaration as to vvhether or not he is c::trrying or c,r)nveying 
<wy letters or other Yvribben intended to ])() t;mn:'J--

-- - ---- - ----------------

mittecl by post, or telegrapl1, or to be otherwi:>e in a.ny way 
delivered, if so required by n. Customs officer, shaJI 
produce to him sueb letters or mess:J.ges. 

(2.) Any Customs officer may sc[trch a.ny such person 
itforesa.id and any baggage with a, view t;o asuertnining 

whei;her such person or tho person Lo whom the bagga.ge 
belongs is cn.rrying or conveying any such letters or messages. 

(3.) '_Cbe Customs officer may exmnine any ]ett;ers or 
other messf!.ges so produced to him or found on such search, 
and, unless sa.tmfierl that they a.re of n.11 innocent; nature, 
slw.Ll tnmsmj t; them to the Ce11sor of 1'ostal PrLclcets. Such 
Censor sha,ll, if he thinks that such letters or messa.ges 
conta,in nny message vvhiuh is intended to be fonvnnJed by 
telegntph, ei blwr from this Colony m· el8ewhcre, trn,m3mib 
them to the Censor of 'l'elegranm. 

(4.) A11y person who nmkes a declaration nuder Lbis 
Bection \Vhich is in a,ny wa.y false, or refuses or neglects to 
prod.tJce any such letters or messages, if so required, or 
hinders or obstructs any Customs officer in l;he perfonmwce 
of his duty under this section is liable to penali;y not 
exceeding or to imprisonment vvith or Wllilwut hard 
bbour for any period not exceeding three 1nonths. 

Oensorshiip of Newspape'l'S. 
7.-(1.) It shall be lawful fm the Governor to declare by Proclamation 1 t , . tJ n l G' tt bl t f 1 t ./. of !I timo of )Jl'OC am a ·wn lll le 11,0ya, e 1a as l'OlTI. a C a e uO emergency. 

be na,mecl therein a time of enwrgency shall be deemed to 
exiut, a.ucl during the existence of such time o[ emergency 
the provisions of Sections 7, 8 and 9 of Jill is Onliw1nce 
sha,ll apply but not otherwise. 

(2.) The proclamation in the preceding sub. sec bon 
rnentionecl shall remain in operation until revoked by 
proclamation to be published in tjhe Roynl Gazette. 

(3.) A copy of /jhe _Floyal Gazette purporting to conLniu 
sJ copy of any such proclamal;ion as 3.formmid sha.LI be 
evidence o£ l;he clue making and trmor thereof. 

8. It sha.ll be unlawful during· a time of mnergeucy for to, 

Lhe owner1 publisher1 printer or editor of aJny ne1vspaper 
knowingly to publish or a,llow to be published in 8,ny such inturlnat.iou. 

i: 

' 
I 

:i 
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newspaper prohibited infonna.tion wi Lhont i;he eom.1ont 
in wriiling of the Censor of News first 1wil a,nd ohbtined, rmcl 
a.ny pemon hereinbefore menhoned.who contrfl,venes the pro-
visions of this section is lia.blo bo tt fine not exceeding £100 
or t,o imprisonment, wibh or without hard labour, for f!,ny 
period not exeeec1ing six months or to both. 

ror Any ·1wrson who during· <t time of 
nnnwbuw " 
prohihit"a wilihout; fi rflt o1Jtaining the com;ent 111 

emergency nud 
writing of Lho 

iuforJlmtion or (I 
oLe., J(}[lSOl' :--

uowHpnJHn' 
cont.aiuing H. (a.) 

(b.) 

Jl\ll'nishes or nillows or en.usmJ t.o be furn ishocl 
any prohibited jnfm·uJa,tion to n.ny porso11 wit,h 
intenli tha,L rmch prohibit,n!l iufonn<1.tion dmll bb 
publinhed in a, ; or 
Sells, Lra,nmnits by por3t or llist.dbnLes a.ny neWH· 
p::tper knowing th8,t it, coutu,ins prohibited in-
forma,Lion ; 

is liable lio 8J ii.ne nob exceeding £50 or to imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for a,ny time not; exceeding 
three nwnths or Lo bobh. 

General. 
Recovery of 10. All offenues uncler this Ordinanee ma.y be prosecuted 
pennlties. summarily before n, J'\/[a,gistin1,t.o in the rnanuer provided in 

t.he Summary ConvioiJion Offenees (Procedure) Ordinance 
(l'·Io. 1). 

Pa,ssed in Conncil this T\ventielih day of November in 
tho yea,r of Our l.JonJ one thousand. nine hundre<l a.nd 
fourteen. 

HARRY h KNAGGS, 
Olm·k of the Oownc'il. 
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