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TDINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

Hospitals. 

No. 24-1898. 

29th A ?.tgust. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend and consolidate the pro­
visions for ~he establishment, maintenance and 
management of If ospitals, Asylums and other Insti­
tutions for the relief of the sick and destitute poor. 

IL.S.j 

C. C. KNOLLYS. 

AcTum GovsnNon. 

Hth Suplcmbur, 1&9S. 

WHEREAS it is expedient thtLt HospittLls, Asylums 
rtnd other Institutions for the relief of the poor 

nnd affiicted should be provided for nnd regulated : 
Be it enacted by the Governor of Triuidnd (Lnd 'robago 
with the advice and consent of the L egislntive Council 
thereof a.s follows : 

l. Iu this Ordinance, 

'l'he term "Institution" shn.llmea.u nny institu­
tion kept up at the public expense for thE: 
relief of the sick and destitute poor; 

lotcrvrotatiou. 
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The term "Loca1 Authority " shall signify tho 
Mayor and Burgesses of any Borough, and 
the vV ardens o.E the several Ward Unions of 
t he Island. 

The term " Pauper , shallmerLll ~my person who 
for the time being has no available means of 
support . 

.&t.nhliRhmcnt 2. It shall be lawful for the Governor, with the 
or UOllflitalll. approval of the Legisln.tive Council, to el:ltablish wherever 

req aired General and District Hospitn.l::> for the relief 
of the sick poor, special Hospitals fur sick children aml 
lying-in women of the pauper class, Hospitals and Asy­
lums for the special oare and treatment of persous 
suffering from mental disease, or persons aflli.cted with 
leprosy, or persons a,ttackod by t~uy infectious or con­
tagious diseLtsc rm1uiriug tho sugregatiou of t he sufferers, 
and Alms House::;, or Houses of Hefuge for t he imbecile, 
aged, infirm, or destitute poor. 

1
• , ' ·b 8. I t shill he lawful for the Governor, with tho 
owor.ocs ... • 

llah tHHtiCmsa- approval of the L eb"·ishLtive Oouncil, to establish wherever 
o·ics, HOIIp 

kitchens, &c. required public dispensades, soup kitchens, and depots 
or stu.tious for the i~sue or distribution of medicines, 
medical comforts, or of tLny other approved out-door relief 
to the sick or destitute poor and such other Iustitutious 
as may be required fur the benefit or relief of the 
atllicted or clestituto poor. 

ArtiOintment 4. The Governor may from time to time ap. point 
of olliccl'll und h fli d f serv1111to. sue o cers au servants ~LS may tLp):let~r ueuossary or 

the good management a.nd administmtion of all Public 
H ospitals, Asylums, and other Institutions, and shall 
assign to theru suoh quarters, salaries, or other rcwu· 
neration as may from timo to time bu provided for them 
with the approval of the Legisla,tive Council. 
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No. 24. Hospital::;. 1898. 

6. The Smgcon-Gonernl mn.y from t.imn to tirnr ma.ke, Po\ver to make 
Rules. 

nltt•r Ol' revoke Rule::; 

((/..) FoT thf\ government. n.ncl mn.nngomcmt. or n.lJ 
public hospitn.Is, aRylnms and otheT insti­
tutions, and of the inmates thereof, rmd for 
the admi'lsion and discharge of inmates, and 
for the admission o·f visitors. 

(b.) For determining the powers and duties of 
the officers and sel'vants of such public hos­
pitals, asylums or other institutions. 

Rules made under Sub-section (o.) may contn.in 
provjsions for the punishment of breaches of them by 
pcnn.lties not exceeding Five Pounds, recovemble on 
summary conviction before R. Stipendiary Justice of the 
Peace. 

Rules made tmder Sub-section (b) may contH.in pro­
visions for the punishment of hroaches of them by such 
penalties not exceeding Two Pounds to he nwn.rclcd in 
sncb manner and by such oflicers as may be determined 
by such Rules. 

Provided that no officer or servant in receipt of a 
sn.htl'Y exceeding One Hunched Pounds sterling n. yen.r 
sh:tll be li!tble to the penalties prescribed for the breach 
of such Rules. 

8. All Rules made under the provisions of the pre­
vious Section shall be approved by the Governor in 
Executive Council and when n,pproved, shn,ll be pub­
lished in t he RO']Jal Gazette, and shn,ll come into opera­
tion n.t the date mentioned in the publication, n.nd shn.ll 
from and after the date of such publication hn,ve the 
same force and effect as if they were contained in, and 
formed part of this Ordinance. 
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No. 24. Hospitals. 

7 . Provided that all such Rules shall be subject to 
disallowance by Her Majesty. 

8. Maintenance dues to be .fixed from time to thno by 
the upprovod Rules, n,nc1 nny nlihC'l' porsonn.l e"A-pPn ~ros 
incunecl shnll be ohnrgeable jn respect; of every :iJm1ale 

maintmned or other persons rolioved lJy the aforesaid 
Institutions. 

9 . Every person maintained or relieved in accordance 
with the foregoing Sections shall be personally liable for 
such dues or expenses. 

Liability of 10. For t he full payment of such maintenance dues 
JICI'!!OOS other t hall b li bl • f h • hil I 
tJmu pnUilllts. paren s s e a e m respect o t err c · d.ren under 

sixteen years of age, and children shall be liable in 
respect of their parents, every man shall be liable in 
respect of his wife and in respect of any woman who 
may have lived with him as his wife for any period 
exceeding six months during the preceding twelve 
months, and every woman shall be liable in respect of 
her husband. 

Mnintcnnnco ll. The foregoing Sections shall not apply to Immi-
nnmmlgmuts. t · t d d · t th C 1 d Imm' 

Uccovc.ry o£ 
dues. 

gran s m ro uce m o e o ony un er any Jgrn-
tion Ordinance wholly or pa1·tly at the public expense 
who shall be under indenture or who shall not have com­
pleted .five years industrial residence. Any other per­
son or persons with regard to whom uny contract or 
undertaking exists for their maintenance and treatment 
in any Public Medical Institution may, with the sane· 
tion of the Governor, be wholly or partly relieved from 
the liability imposed by the foregoing Sections. 

1 2. Such dues may be recovered with costs of 
snit in an action of debt at the snit of the Surgeon­
General or such other person as he may in writing 
appoint. 
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No. 94. Hospitals. 1898. 

13· If nny person deemed to be suffering from Diseasecl 
, 'nf . di . f :t vngrnuts mny 

leprosy 01' any COntagiOUS Or 1 ectiOUS SCrtSe IS OUU(l ho committed 

loitering or wn.udering about without o.ny visible means 
of :mpport. or is .found begging, nny Commissioned C\l' 

Nou-comrujssionecJ officer of Polioe or Com;l;n.hle or n.ny 
Sttnjtnry Inspector may without warrant n..pprchend such 
pel'son and take p.im before any Stipendiary Justice of 

~be Pence. 

Such Justice, il satisfiecl that any perscn appre­
hended and brought before him is sufiering from leprosy 
or any contagious or infectious disease and was found 
loitering or wandering as aforesaid, or was found beg­
ging, may order such person to be conveyed to and 
dctltined in any hospital or other Institution authorized 
by the Governor for the reception and treatment of such 
cnses until the cure of such disense or until discharged 
by the competent authority. 

14. So long as any patient in a Hospital or Insti­
tution continues to suffer from leprosy or any contagious 
or infectious disease it shall be lawful for the officer in 
chn.rge of such Hospital or Institution to detain such 
person therein for such time as may in his judgment be 
necessary for the purpose of securing the public against 
tho spread of such leprosy, contagious or infectious 
disense, and for such purpose to take n.U reasonable 
mcnsures to restrain such person within bounds and to 
prevent his escape. 

15. It shall be lawiul for any officer of such H os­
pital or Institution or for any Policeman, Constable or 
Sanitary Inspector to pursue and without warrant to 
apprehend any person as in the last Section mentioned 
who shall have absconded from such Hospital or Insti-
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tution dmiJ1g his period of detention or not having been 
discharged by the competent authority, and to re-convey 
such person to such Hospital or Institution. 

1.8. The provisions of this Ordinance shall in no 
case be construed to interfere with any of the provisions 
of "The Lunatics Ordinance, 1877" (5-1877). 

17. All offences punishable under the provisions of 
this Ordinance may be prosecuted and all penalties may 
be recovered in manner provided by the Summary Con­
viction O.ffences(Procedure) Ordinance, 1895 (47-1895), 
or n.ny Ordinn.nce amending or repealing the same. 

Repral. 18. The Ordinances specified in the Schedule to 
this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent men­
tioned in the third column of such Schedule, but nny 
Rules and Regulations made uncler the above-mentioned 
Ordinances shall continue in force until superseded by 
Regulations made under this Ordinance : Provided thnt 
this repeal shall not affect anything done, or any right 
accrued, or any penalty, liability or forfeiture incuned 
before the commencement of this Ordinance or nny 
remedy in respect of nny such right, penalty, linhility 

o1· forfeiture. 

Passed in Council this Twenty-ninth day of August, 
in the yenr of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
nnd ninety-eight. 

C. J. ROOKS, 
i.l cl-ing Ole,rlc of the OO?.t?u.:iJ. 
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H ospitals. 

SCHEDULE. 

Title or Short T itle. 

An Onlinnnee to nmend nnd consolidate 
the provisions for the establishment, 
mnintennncc and management of Hos­
pitnls, Asylums o.nd other Institu­
tions for t he relief of the sick o.nd 
destitute poor. 

" The Hospito.ls Ordinance, 1806 " 

11 The IIospit~ls Onlino.nce, 18tl7 " 

1808. 

I 
Extent of 

Repeal. 

'l'he whole. 

The whoil.!. 

The whole. 

" Tht.: ll9spilals (tunenc.lmcnL} Ordi· The whult.: . 
DllllCC, 18~7 " 




