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For every horse, mare, gelding, mule, ass, OX'} 
bull, cow, calf or other cattle in droves, or not 0 0 It 
carrying riders or burdens 

N a toll to be demanded or taken in respect of any carriage or 
vehicle, or any horse, mule, or other beast passing through the 
toll-gate on its return the same day. 

No. 3.-1850. 
9th April. 

AN ORDINANCE for the removal of certain defects 
in the criminal law. 

HARRIS. 

WHEREAS it is necessary to make better pl'ovision 
for the punishment of certain offences; and where-

as the technical strictness of criminal proceedings might 
in some instances be relaxed so as to ensure the punish-
ment of the guilty, without depriving the accused of any 
just means of defence-Be it therefore enacted by His 
Excellency the Governor by and with the advice and 
consent of the Council of Government and by the 
authority of the, same: That :vhoever shall unlawfully Persons mali. 
and the explOSIOn of gunpowder or any blow-
th 1 · b t d t th . d . mg up dwel-o er exp OSlve su s ance, es roy, row. own, or ling houses, ' 

damage the whole or any part of any dwellmg house, any 
b · th . h 11 b 'It f f 1 therem, gUlltv any person emg erem, s a e gm y 0 e ony. of£elony;' 

2. And be it enacted, That whoever shall unlawfully or blowing up' 
and maliciously, by the explosion of gunpowder, or any 
other explosive substance, destroy or damage any build. to 
ing with intent to murder any person, or whereby the of 
life of any person shall be endangered, shall be guilty of 
felony. 

3 And be it enacted, That whoever shall unlawfully or injuring 
d 1·· 1 b th l' f d persons by an ma lCIOUS y, Y e exp OSIOn 0 gunpow er or any explosive 

other explosive substance, burn, maim, disfigure, disable SU?S,anJbS, 
or any grievous bodily harm to any person, shall be 
gUIlty of felony. , 

4. And be it enacted, That whoever shall unlawfully tor dattbemdptling 
d 1·· 1 d 'th l' 0 0 o. y an ma lCIOUS y cause g.ny gunpow er. or 0 or exp OSlVeinjury hr . 
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substance to eXl)lode or send or deliver to, or cause to be 
taken or received by any person any gunpowder or other 
explosive substance, or any other dangerous or noxious 
thing, or cast or thrown at or upon) or otherwise apply 
to any person any corrosive fluid or other destructive or 
explosive substance, with intent, in any of the cases 
aforesaid to burn: maim, disfigure or disable any person, 
or to do some grievous bodily harm to any person, shall 
although no bodily injury be affected, be guilty of 
felony. 

or attempting 5. And beit p-nacted, That whoever shall unlawfully 
and maliciously place or throw in, into, upon,against, 

guilty of or near any building or vessel any gunpowder or other 
felony. explosive substance with intent to do any bodily damage 

to any person,' or to destroy or damage any building or 
vessel or any machinery, working tools, fixtures, goods or 
chattels, shall, whether or not any explosion shall take 
place, and whether or not any injury be affected to any 
person, or any damage to any building, vessel, machinery, . 
working tools, fixtures, goods or chattels, be guilty of 
felony. 

Punishment 6. And be it enacted, That whoever shall be convicted for felonies 
here1nbefor of any felony hereinbefore mentioned, shall he liable, at 
speoifi . ;r the discretion of the Oourt, to be imprisoned fOl' any 

term not exceeding four years. 
pgnishment 7. And be it enacted, That whoever shall unlawfully 
for persons d 1" 1 t fi h 1 Betting fire to an ill.a lClOUS y se . re to any ay, straw, tras 1, megass, 
prodluoe ort ' cane tops, or corn stalks, or to any coal, wood, charcoal 
lmp emen s In tl b t h . 1 t f buildings. or 0 1er Sil S ance W atsoever, or to any Imp emen 0 

husbandry being in any building whatsoever, with intent 
thereby to set fire to such building and to injure or 
defraud any person, sball be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to l)e imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding three years. 

Punishment 8. And be it enacted That whoever shall unlawfully 
to and maliciously by any' overt act attempt to set fire to 

set, fu:e to b any building or vessel whatsoever or. to any growing 
bUlldlngs &0. ..' h h .' crop, or to any vegetable produce whatsoever, w et et· 

standing or cut down, or to any hay, straw, trash, 
megass or other matter used for fuel, or to any trash 
reserved or placed on any land in course of cultivation, 
with such intent that if the offence were complete, the 
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offender would be guilty of felony, shall, although such 
building, vessel, building, growing crop, vegetable pro-
duce, straw, trash, megass or 01her matter be not 
actually set on fire, be guilty of felony, and being con-
victed thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding three years, 

9, And be it enacted, That vvhoever shall knowingly Punishment 
have in his possession or nlake or Inanufacture any gun- for persons -, manufactur-
powder, or other explosive substance, or any dangerous ing, &?, 

, th' I ' "t t explosw8 or nOXIOUS lng, or any mac nne, engIne, Ins rumen or substances for 
thing, with intent by means thereof to commit, or for the of 
tl f bl ' tl t 't commlttmg Ie purpose 0 ena Ing any 0 person 0 COmllll any offences 

-offence against this Ordinance, shall be guilty of a mis- agai;Jst this 
demeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be liable to Ordinance. 
be imprisonecl for any term not exceeding two years, 

10, And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for Any person 
any constable assistant constable or other peace officer at , , , nIght, suspec-
to take into custody without a warrant any person whom ted of fel.ony 
h h 11 -fi d 1 ' 1 't ,-, l' 1 tl under thIS _ e san - ylng or 01 erlng In any ng lway or 0 leI' Ordinance, 
public place, or in or about any building whatsoever, he taken_ 
or in or about -any cane field, or any other cultivated 
land, during the night, and whom he shall have good warrant; but 
cause to suspect of having committed or being about to after 
commit any felony under this Ordinance and to detain sunset of the 

h t 'l h b bIt b f' J t' f following day. sue person un 1 _ e can e roug 1 e ore a us lCe 0 -_ 
the Peace to be dealt with according to law; provided 
always and be it enacted, that no such person baving 
been so apprehended shall be detained after SUl1set of 
the following day without being brought before a Justice 
of the Peace, 

11, And be it enacted, That if any person shall Pers?ns 
1 - '1 d d I' tt t th sendmg _ (nOwlng y sen ,or elver, or u er 0 any 0 er person threatening 
any letter or writing accusing or threatening to accuse accus-
'th t-h t 1 - h 1 tt - 't' 1 11 mg others el er e person - a w 10m suc e er or Wrl Ing s la with certain 

be sent or delivered, or any other person, of any crime with a 
h ' h 'f 'tt d' -E 1 -d ld b '1 bl VIew to extort W lC ,1 Conlml e In ., ng an W01I _ e punls la e ll10ney, guilty 

with death or transportation, or of any assault with of felony., -
intent to commit any rape, or of any attempt or 
endeavour to commit any rape, or of any crime in and 
by any Ordinance in force in this Colony defined to be ail 
infamous crime, with a view or intent to extort or gain 
by means of such threatening letter or vYTiting any 
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property, money, security, or other valuable thing from 
any person whomsoever, or shall knowingly send or 
deliver or utter to any other person any letter or writing 
threatening to kill or murder any person whomsoever, 
or to burn or destroy any building, or any growing crop, 
or any megass or trash; or shall knowingly procure, 
counsel, aid, or abet the commission of any of the 
offences aforesaid, every such offender shall be guilty of 
felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding three years. 

Per.sons ac- 12. And be it enacted That if any person shall cusmg others , • 
of CI!meS accuse or threaten to accuse mther the· person to whom 

such accusation or threat shall be made or any other mentIOned, .•.. • 
WIth the,view person of any of the CrImes herembefore speClfied WIth 

the view or intent, in any of the cases last aforesaid, 
guilty of to extort or gain from such person so accused or 
felony. threatened to be accused, or from any other person 

whomsoever, any property, money, security or 
other valuable thing, every such offender shall be 
guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall 
be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
three years. 

13. And be it enacted, That every accessory after the 
fact to any felony punishable under this Ordinance, shall. 
on conviction thereof be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding two years. 

Persons con- 14. And be it enaoted, That where any person shall 
be convicted of any felony or misdemeanor punishable 

im- under this Ordinance, for which imprisonment may be 
awarded, it shall be lawful for the Oourt to sentence 

awarded, may the offender to be imprisoned, or to be imprisoned and 
kept to hard labor during the whole or any or 
portions of such term of imprisonment. . 

Trial and con- 15. And be it enacted, That from and after the com-
°If. mencement of this Ordinance, everyperson who shall be 

pnuerpa sm. • l' th d d . f I d the second a prmClpa In e secon egree In any e any, an every 
degree a;nd person who shall become an accessory before the fact to accessorIes 
beforethe£act any felony, whether the same be a felony by the com-
to any fdony. man law of England or by virtue of the present Ordi-

nance, or of any Ordinance or Ordinances made or passed, 
or to be made or passed, may be indicted, tried, convicted 
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and punished in all respects as if he were a principal 
felon in the first degree, 

16. And be it enacted, 'l'hat from and after the com- cou-
t f th ' 0 d' 'f 1 II b vLCtlOn of mencemen 0 IS l' Inance 1 any person s Ia ecome accessories 

an accessory after the fact to any felony, whether the after the faot. 
same be a felony by the common law of England or by 
virtue of the present Ordinance or of any Ordinance or 
Ordinances made or passed or to be made or passed, such 
person may be indicted, tried and convicted either as an 
accessory after the fact to the principal felony together 
with the principalfelon, or after the conviction of the prin-
cipal felon, or may be indicted and convicted of a sub-
stantive felony, whether the principal felon shall or shall 
not have been previously convicted, or shall or shall not 
be amenable to justice, and may thereupon be punished 
in like manner as any accessory after thc fact to the same 
felony if convicted as an accessory may be punished, and 
the offence of such person, howsoever indicted, may be 
inquired of, tried, determined, and punished by any Oourt 
which shalt have jurisdiction to try the principal felon, 
in the same manner as if the act by reason of which such 
person shall have become an accessory had been com-
mitted at the same place as the principal felony; provided 
always, that no person who shall be once duly tried for 

. any such offence, whether as an accessory after the fact 
or as for a substantive felony, shall be liable to be again 
indicted or tried for the same offence, 

17. And be it enacted, That from and after the com- to addi-
- t f th' 0 d' " , d' t t f' tlOn,ofcounts mencemen 0 IS l' Inance In every In lC men or in indictments 

feloniously stealing property,-it shall be lawful to add a for 
t t f f I 'I "th and rec81vmg coun or coun s or e onlous y receIvIng e sanIe pro- stolen pro-

perty knowing it to have been stolen; and in every perty. 
indictment for feloniously receiving property knowing 
it to have been stolen it shall be lawful to add a count 
or counts for feloniously stealing the same property; and 
where any such indictment shall have been preferred 
against any person, the Attorney General or other Pro-
secutor shall not be put to his election; but it shall be 
lawful for the jury who shall try the same to find a 
verdict of guilty either of stealing the property or of 
receiving it knowing it to have ben stolen; and 
if such indictment shall have heen preferred against two 
or more persons, it shall he lawful for the jury who shall 
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try the same to find all or any of tbe said persons guilty 
either of stealing the property, or of receiving it knowing 
it to have been stolen, or to find anyone or more of the 
saicl persons guilty of stealing the property, and any 
other or others of them guilty of receiving it knowing 
it to have been stolen. 

Crinnt'nal 18. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
cour s may S C· . I C d f th . cause indict- upl'eJne nmlna ourt, an or any a er Court In the 

said Island which shall have jurisdiction in criminal 
certain cases. matters, if such Court shall see fit so to do, to cause the 

indictment or charge for anyofi'ence whatever, whether 
such offence be (1 felony or a misdemeanor, when any 
variance or variances shall ·appear between any matter 
in vvriting or in print produced in evidence, and the 
recital or setting forth thereof in the indictment or 
charge whereon the trial is pending, to be forthwith 
amended in such particular or particulars by some officer 
of the Court, and after such amendment the trial shall 
proceed in the same manner in all respects, both with 
regard to the liability of witnesses to be indicted for 
nerjury and otherwise, as if no such variance or vari-
ances had occured. 

Indictments 19. And be it enacted, That no person against whom. 
for misde- any indictment· shall be preferred for any misdemeanor meanors . not . . 
traversable to before the Supreme Crmllnal Court, or any other CQurt 

having jurisdiction in criminal matters, shall be entitled 
be to traverse the same to any subsequent session. of such 

postponei on Court· but the Court shall forthwith proceed to try the cause shown.' .... 
same, unless upon good cause to be shown by the person 
against whom such indictment hath been preferred,or 
the Attorney-General or other }Jrosecutor, and to be 
allowed by the Court, for the postponement of the trial.. 

Passed in Council this ninth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord one thousa?-d eight hundred and fifty. 

GEORGE B. VAN BUREN, 
Clerk oj Council. 

The foregoing Ordinance was duly proclaimed in Port 
of Spain this twenty-second day of April, one thousand 
eight hunched and fifty. . 

A. CLOGSTOUN, 
JJIanlzal, 
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