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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

No. 38-1956 

[L.S.] 

I ASSENT, 

M.H.DORMAN 
Acting Governor 

19th June, 1956. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Elections 
Ordi!).~nce, Ch. 39. No. 12. 

[21st June~ 1 956.] Commence­
ment. 

ENACTED by the Governor of Trinid?-d and· Tobago with Enactment. 

the advice and <;:onsent of the Legislative Council thereof. 

· 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Municipal Elections short titre. 

(Amendment) Ordinance, 1 9'56, a:nd shall be read as one with 
the Municipal. Elections ··Ordinance, hereinafter referred to as ch. 39. No. 12. 

the Principal Ordinance. · · · · Laws 1951-1953, 
. . . Vol. l, p. 470. 
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Ser.tion 2 of 
Principal 
Ordinance 
amended. 

Section 21 of 
Principal 
Ordinance 
amen<ied. 

. :.. ;· -~ ...... -· 
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· 2. Section 2 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended 
by inserting in the approptiate·alphabetical order the following 
definitions : -

. "{{appropriate digit" means, :in the case of a voter-
( a) whd:has a~ right hand upon which there are 

any· 'digits, '·thar :finger on the right hand 
which is nearest to the thumb or, if the 

•voter has , no ' right ; thumb, to the right 
thumb socket; or, if the voter has a right 
thumb but no fingers on his right hand, 
the right thumb; 

(b)' ;who has n01 right ~an:<_l or has a right hand 
··butt'lo digits 'Upon·such hand, the :finger on 
the left hand which is nearest to the left 
thumb or, if the voter has no left thumb, 
to the left thumb socket; or, if he has a left 
thumb but no fingers upon his left hand, 
the left thumb; · . ... ·; 

((digit" includes both :finger and thumb; 
{{electoral ink" means the ink, whether composite or con­

sisting of two or more separate solutions, supplied 
py Ullhe /JY.rayor' for use in accordance with the 
provisions of section 27B or section 75B of this 
Ordinance; ". 

3. Section 21 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended­
( a). by renumbering paragraphs (1) to (3) thereof as para­

e-g<raphs:_ .{2 hto ( 4) respectively; 
i. fb J,lj.)l'1inserting as paragraph (1) thereof the following:-. 

"(1) You must show your hands to the Return­
ing Officer before he delivers to you your ballot ., 
p~ per .. ; . . . • . 

. '(c)· in pargg;raph· (4>), as.~ so:-ren1~6e:red, by substituting 
for th'e w'ords "put your ballot paper in the ballot 
box and leave .:.the,room"rithe words {{deliver your 
ballot paper to the Returning Officer"; and · 

\;~d) ..:·hvi wE:sertiri;g:'.ifter:-par.agraphi: { 4} .. ~: as':~so~re:nntJilbered, 
! iilie1 ;followdn.g~,_paragraphs :'-

',' (5) You should ±hen presentyour hands~ for 
"'-examination to··fue'"'~Returni1lg~·Office:r·· ahd: .iLhe 

· -,~;¥equirescyou so· ta·Hq: you-mustini:t:.p~rse'.'tlie '(iigit 
\ ,which<ae ·shaH 'indicate in:the~elettoi:aLiftk.· .. ·. .~ ··:·, 
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(6) .·As< seon· as~~ the: Returning Officer has 
placedJyour ballot :p.a p~r' intct the, ball~t) box or 
destr.0yed ithe. same;· .leave the room.~' · · 

4." After section 2T'oLthe._Priricipal :Ordinance .the Jollowing N27ew sections 
• hllb • d' Ato27D sections S a e 1nserte : - . ad~eq to . · Pnnc1pal 

"~a~~t?ea~ers 27 A/. ( 0 'Subjy,cLto the.-pJOVisions :0£ section 27D of Ordinance. 
~~:r:re!I~~~ .. this .. Ordinance, .the; Returning,,OfficeL shall.refuse to 
~~c~~;f7i:l:: deliver. any,. ballot . paper. to. any, voter unless he is 
~~f:r~~.on satisfied.:th'at there does :noLappear---· 

(a) :upon,the .. apppopriate:digit of such voter; or 
{b} 'in :the-·case ·of:a .. voterwhb. ,fue·R~turning 

Officer: is· . satisfied< is- suffering' fttom an 
injury to the a:FJpDoprr.:iate.:·digi1J, upon any 
of the other digits of such voter, 

an:y .miu:k-:of<Jelect@rai. inkt 
(2} ·For :the 'pprpose of sa tisfying·~himself in~±he':> 

manner ."required ··by· subsection· (f) of. this :section,rthe~'' 
Returning·Offi.cer--shaH in·the,··presence· offilie clerk!<· 

· and Of :the agents -of the candidates; if any;· irispect the 
· appropriate· digit of the~voter·oran:·of 'the<digits of the 

voter, as. the case may require. 
(3}'Every Returning_. Officer who refuses·i ten 

delivera·ballot·paper to· a-No±er ·under the p.:rovismns." 
of this section shall make an·entry setting--out the facts 
in relation to such refusal in a list to be called Cfthe 

.c.. 1 . ...:1 t ·. 1. t" . ' reuaS8.tLVO es:· IS : :. 

27m (t) Upon receiving a b~llot-paperfiom-a votenYoters to·' ... , . d . . .;..'t;..· th ... , f .. , .. 1-.. ·. nnmerse apprcr 
m··accor. · ance WI u1: · e-' prDVlSIOP.S · o· · section '28'-bf ··tillis .. priate digit . . . th . o·.cc. . h II . m electoral Ordinance: e Returnn:lg ·uiber:s ai, If. th~ voter:has-.ink. 

· an'a:PpFoppia te digit, satisfy ~m.sel:fi that there-does,not t 
·appeaF upon:· such ·digit· any-, substance' whichl:in,.,his":· 
op~nion 'is :likely to prevent ·the ·adhesion ~of ;;ehktora:T r 
-ink·· and ·.s1lali ;require ·the-; voter·. to··iintnetse··-su-dihdig~ r 
in the electoral ink : 

Provided that where the Returning Officer is satisfied 
thatithe"--voter is ... suffering: .. from seme ·inj1;1ry,. to:..lhis 
appropriate digit which is of such.anat1ire as.tosender. 
it undesirable for him to immerse such digit in ilie 
elector:aUinkthe-Returning, Officer may reqljlire him t0:·, . 
immerse' in ,such ink·· any . other, digit ·uppn: :which·;tha·~· 

.. · Ret:urning.Officer.is satisfied that there.is~no·substance 
which is:lil~ely to prevent±he;adhesion- qf..electO.ral ink. 
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Section 28 of 
Principal 
Ordinance . 
amended. · 

Section 31 of 
Principal 
Ordinance 
rtpealed and 
replaced. 

No. 38. 

Penalty for 
failure of 
Returning 
Officer to 
cariy out 
provisions of 
sections 27 A 
and 27B. 
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(2) If the voter immerses his appropriate digit 
6r any other digit in the electoral ink as required under 
subsection ( 1) of this section the Returning Officer 
shall thereupon place the ballot paper delivered to him 
by· the voter into the ballot box. 

(3) tf any voter on being required so to do 
fails or refuses to immerse his appropriate digit or any 
other digit as required under subsection (1) of this 
section in the electoral ink the Returning Officer shall 
destroy the ballot paper delivered to him by such voter 
·and shall make an entry setting out the particulars 
in relation to the destruction of such ballot paper in 
the refused votes. list. 

27c. Subject to the provisions of section 27D of this 
Ordinance, every Returning Officer who fails or 
·neglects to perform any duty imposed upon him by 
section .27 A or section 27B of this Ordinance shall be 
liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for six 
months or to a fine of two hundred and forty dollars. 

~o~;~{i~~~a~~A~ 27D. The provisions of sections 27 A, 27B and 27C of 
~~~e:SU~~c to this Ordinance shall not apply in relation to any voter 
no hands. who has no hands." . 

5. Section 28 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended 
by deleting the words and stops "place it in the ballot box in 
the presence of the Returning-Officer after having shown to him 
the official mark at the back. The voter having voted shall 

·forthwith leave the polling station." occurring in the tenth to 
thirteenth lines thereof and substituting therefor the words a:o.d , 
stops "deliver the' ballot paper to the Return~ng Officer who 
shall ascertain by examination that ·the official mark appears 
at the back thereof.". · 

6. Section 31 of the Principal Ordinanceis hereby repealed 
arid replaced as follows : -

"Voter to 
leave station 
after voting. 

31. The voter shall vote without undue delay, and 
shall quit the polling station ·as soon as the R~turning 
Officer has placed his ballot paper into the .ballot box 
or destroyed the same." · · · 
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1. Section 36 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended ~rl:ci~ar6 of 

(a) in subsection (1), by substituting for the words "No ~~~~J~J~ 
enquiry" occurring in. the first line thereof the words 
"Save as otherwise by this Ordinance authorised 
no enquiry"; and · 

(b) by deleting subsection ( 4) thereof. 

8 Section 37 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended se~tiC!n 37 of • Pnne1pal 

by substituting for the words "If a person" occurring in the ~~~:d~d~ 
first line thereof the words and comma "Subject to the provisions 
of section 27 A of this Ordinance, if a person". 

9 Se'ction 70 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended- Sec_:tio.n 70 of • Pnne1pal 
• · Ordinance 

(a) by renumbenng paragraphs (1) to (3) thereof as a~ended. 
paragraphs (2) to ( 4) respectively; 

(b) by inserting as paragraph (1) thereof the following-. 

u ( 1) You 1nust show your .hands to ihe 
Returning Officer before he delivers to you your 
ballot paper."; 

(c) in paragrarh (4), as so renumbered, by substituting 
for the words "put·your ballot paper in ·the ballot 
box and leave the room" the words {{deliver your 
ballot paper to the Returning Officer'!; and 

(b) by inserting after paragraph ( 4), as so renumbered, 
the following paragraphs : -, . . . ·. · 

' . . ' 

{{ (5) You should then present your hands for 
examination to the Returning Officer and if he 
requires you so. to do you must immer?e the digit 
which he shall indicate in the electoral ink. 

( 6) As soon as the Returning Officer has 
placed your ballot paper -into the ballot box or 
destroyed the same, leave the roo~." 

. : 10. Afte~ section 7 5 of the Principal Ordinance' the following New sections 

ti• h 11 b • t d . 75A to 75D Sec ons S a . e Inser e ·:- added to 

"Ballot papers 
not to be 
delivered to 
voters unless 
no m~rks of 
electoral ink 
appear on 

· voters. 

Principal 

754-. (1) Subject to the provisions of section 75D of Ordinance. 

this Ordinance, the Returning Officer shall refuse to 
deliver any ballot paper to any voter. unless he is 
satisfied that there does ]J_Ot appear_:- . .-:.,. 

(a) upon the appropriate digit Df such voter, or 
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(b) ;in,, the -case. of, a.·.voter .• who. the :Retur:ning 
Officer is·. satisfied is suffering,: from an . 

. irijairy to the: appropriate .dig#, .. upon any 
· · ·--· · _ of the- other digits ... of ·such. voter, 

·any mark' of electoral ink. 

(2) Eorthe pgrpose,nfsatisfYing:;.:him:selfi:in the 
·manner required by subsection (1) of this section the 
.Retl;l!r;nipg:Officer .shall in. the p:r.esence ofthe-derk:and 

. ".:. _. ._,, . . . 'of,dhe. agents .. of- the ·candidates, if ._any, inspect :_the-
' .,,, ·· · .~ _ appipp_riate.digit of the .voter or aU oLthe.dig!ts_oftthe:.: 

voter,·as the·case may: require, 

(3) Every Returning Officer who refuses to 
~-- . .... . . . . <ieliv~r-·. a; :-ba1lbt pap~r to a ,voter under· the_ provisions 

of this .section. shall make an entry .setting out the facts 
·m.;relation to :such refusal irr·· a. list ·to be called "the .. :· ._ .. " ~ 

refused votes ·list". · · 

~~se~ti:~;r:: .· 7s~·.-___ (i} lJpori receiving a ballot paper from·a-votet 
f~i=~~fai~·. iit--aecerdance with the provisions ·of section 76 of this 
inlc~: . : · · · · ·- ·o.rcliriance the, Returning Qffi<ier shall,; if the voter has 

an appropriate-digit, satisfy-himself that there does not 
. •. ap_p~ar ;·uppn -such. digit .any; substance ·which !~n his 

-' . .. opinton.is likely:-: to ·prevent the ·:adhesion ·of ele-ctoral 
. . . . . in¥.:,a;nd.J:;hall require the voter- to: immersec-such digit 

·· ·in,the'electoral ink: - · · 
\ ' '·-· 

:' ~-_.,:, :;_ .. Provided_ that. where: the·: Returning·, O:fffJ.ter is 
satisfied that the--voterjs su£fering~~drom •Some injury 

_ ·: . . .- ___ t9,- hi?. g,ppropriate digit which js of such a nature as 
·- . -_·· . to relider1f undesirable for him to immerse such digit 
· .. , ·. 'iri' tJ:le··~l--ectoral. irik the -Returning -,Officer .rna y require 
·· ·· · · · hitriJcritri:merse in such· ink any other.idigit upon which 

-th(fRetrirning Officer is sati's:fi.ed ·that there is no s11b-
_ ·· ·· ·- :stancy.:: ._whichJ.iS'·: likely to~: prevent the adhesion of 

.. , · .· .. -- electota1 .. "ink.t. · 

-_, ·.(2)- If'the vo-ter irhrnerses liis appropriate digit 
.·_or any other digit in the .electoral ink as req1fired under 

s,;·~:'::,' ; · )~ -' - ; subsection ( 1) of this section the Returning Officer 
- :.·.; ,·'· 

:· ·_. 

:;.·..,. .' 

shall thereupon place the ballot paper delivered to him 
l?tY· :the_- voter· in; the--ballot -box .. , 

··· (3.Y Ifanyvoter on beingTeq-g.iredso.to do·fq,ilw::; 
··or; refuses·· to· ·immerse . his appropri~te · dig:i:f or· any;·, 
other . digit.: as/required' under ·subse9tibn- (1 r of 'this ;• . 
·section in ·;the. eh~ctoral ink the Ret{Lrriing Officer,. shall· • 
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· ·· ·:destroy the ballot paper delivered to him by suchiV!oter • · 
· ·,and shall make an entry. setting 'OUt.fue. particulars; 1in 
:Telation'tu the ·destruction of such ballot :p(,{per:in the 
rrefused votes·Jist. · · 

fai!:~o~or 75c. Subject to· -the provisions ·of secti6n75D of ;this 
Returnin 0 d" R t . Qffi h f ~1 _officer t~ . ·.. r mance, every . e urnu,1g · . cer . vy. o . -· a.14s or '• . 

; ~:O~isi~~~ .of, • n,eglects' to perform any duty imposed ,l:tpop,l).iiq qy 
'sectiomi'-7SA section' '75A. or sedion'"75B of this' Ordihance shall 'be 

.'" ~ .... '~· . 

and 75B. , . .. , . .. .. . , ....... , .. , 

liable on summary conviction to' imptis6thnenf for six 
,~.m·onilis·orto a dine· of tWo ·hundred.a:hd Jorty'dollars. 

·~o~;~ii~~~a~5.~ 75n.'The,provisions .. 6f.s~ctions. 75A) .• 75B, and 75c 
~~e~~~~ to of this Ordinance shall not ·apply in relation to any 
no hands. voter who has no hands." 

11. Section 7 6 ·OE !the' Principal Grdinance :is her~ by ~·amended SE.~ti~n 76 of 
" • • Pnncrpal 

by deleting the words and stops place 1t in the ballot box m ordinande 

the presence.-of the Retu:r:ning Officer after having shown to him amen e . 

. ~the.6ffioiaLmark afthe back. The voter havingyoted shall forth­
with 'leave the polling station." occurring in the tenth to 
thirteenth lines thereof and substituting .therefor the words and 
stop "deliver the ballot paper to the Returning Officer who 
shall ascertain by examination that the official mark appears at 
the back thereof." 

12. Section 79 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby repealed ~~~ci~J9 of 

and replaced as follOWS : - · Ordinance 
repealed and 

~:~~~e~t~tion 79. The voter shall vote without undue delay, and replaced. 

after voting. shall quit the polling station as soon as the Returning 
Officer has placed his ballot into the ballot box or 
destroyed the same." 

13. Section '84 of the Principal Ordinance is . hereby Spe~~rial84 'of 
· nncrp 

· amended : - Ordindandce 

(a) in subsection (1), by substituting for the words "No 
enquiry" occurring in the first line thereof the 
words "Save as · otp.erwise by this Ordinance 
authorised no enquiry"; and 

(b). by deleting subsection ( 4) thereof. 
I ,· 

amen e .. 

14. Section 85 of the Princi)?al Ordina~?e is he~eby. amended ~~ci~a~s of 

by substituting for the words If a Pcerso? occurnng In.~e first ~~:&d~ 
line thereof the words and comma SubJect to the provisiOns of 
section i5A of this Ordinance, if a person". 
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Section 104 of 
Principal 
Ordinance 
amended. 

Section 105 of 
Principal 
Ordinance 
amended. 
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15i Section 104 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby · 
amended by inserting immediately before the word "or" 
occurring in the fourth line thereof the words and comma "or 
who applies for a ballot paper at .a time when there is upon 
any of his digits any mark of electoral ink,". 

. 1,6. Subsection (1) of section 105 of the Principal Ordinance 
is hereby amended by inserting after paragraph (b) thereof the 
following paragraph:-

" (bb) fraudulently delivers to a Returning Officer any 
paper other than the ballot paper which he is 
authorised by law to deliver; or". 

Passed in Council this twenty-fifth day of May, in the year 
· of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fifty-six. 

•. ·: 

G. E. L. LAFOREST 
Clerk of the Council . 

:;:· -!<· . ,. . , . r,- . -


