
. 5 .nplement to the "Royal Gazette", Vol. 125, No. 34, dated 23rd May, 1956 59 
s~~d ~ . . 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

No. 20-1956 

[L.S.] 

I ASSENT, 

E.B.BEETHAM 
Governor. 

22nd May, 1956. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Legislative Council (Elections) 
Ordinance, Ch. 2. No. 2, and to validate the omission to 
compile lists of ~lectors in the year 1955. 

[23rd May, 1956.] Commence· 
ment. 

ENACTED by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago with the Enactment. 

advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Legislative Council Short title. 

(Elections) (Amendment) Ordinance 1956 and shall be read ch. 2. No.2, 

~s one with th'~ Legislative Council (:Electio~s) Ordinancef here-, 0~~~lo. 35""""· 

mafter referred to as the Principal Ordinance. 
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Section 2 

No. 20. Legislative Council (Elections) · '1956 

2. Section 2 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended 
by inserting in their appropriate alphabetical order the 
following definitions : -. · 

""appropriate digit" means, in the case of an 
elector-

( a) who has a right hand upon which there are 
any digits, that finger on the right hand 
which is nearest to the thumb or, if the 
elector has no right thumb, to the right 
thumb socket; or, if the elector has a right 
thumb but no fingers on his right hand, 
the right thumb; 

(b) who has no right hand or has a right hand 
but no digits upon such hand, the finger 
on the left hand which is nearest to the left 
thumb or, if the elector has no left thumb, 
to the left thumb socket; or, if he has a 
left thumb but no fingers upon his left 
hand, the left thumb; 

"digit" includes both fingers and thumb; 

"electoral ink" means the ink, whether composite or 
consisting of two or more separate solutions, supplied by 
the Supervisor of Elections for use in accordance with 
the provisions of section 41 B of this Ordinance; ". 

3. Subsection ( 1) of section 4 of the Principal Ordinance is 
hereby repealed and replaced as follows : -

" ( 1) The Governor rna y from time to time by 
_proclamation published in the Royal Gazette direct that 
lists of electors comprising persons entitled to vote at an 
election for any electoral district shall be compiled, 
and that such compilation shall commence on a day 
appointed by :such proclamation, and commencing on 
such day such lists shall, in accordance with the pro­
visions of section 7 of this Ordinance, be compiled in 
such electoral distric_t of all persons entitled under the 
provisions of the Order in Council to vote at an election 
for such district." 

sectiori7A '· · • 4.' Subsection (2). of section 7 A of the Principal Ordinance is. 
~~~ ' ~~~~ci:J~ / .. hereby amended by deleting. the words and figure ('rule 8 of': 

r,, pcr..ur;ring:.in paragraph (a) thereof. 
;_ .,, .... 
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· 5. Section 16 of the Principal S)rclinance is hereby amended ~;c:ri~cf;ai 
by inserting betwe~n th~ word before" and t](e word "a~j/' ~~~~~J.e 
occurring in the third hne thereof the words the Supervisor 

• JJ 

of Elections or · 

6 Section 20 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended- sectio_n ~o 
1 . • of Prmc1pal 

(a) by repealing and replacing subsection (2) thereof as ~~~~d:~J: 
follows:-

" ( 2) Every candidate for election shall be 
nomina ted by six or more electors, qualified to 
vote in the electoral district for which the candi­
date seeks to be elected, signing a nomination 
paper in the form set out as Form No. 25 or 
Form No. 25A, as the case may be, in the First 
Schedule: 

Provided that no nomination paper shall be 
valid or acted upon by the returning officer 
unless it is accompanied by the consent iri writ­
ing of the person therein nominated, or where 
such person is absent from the Colony, by his 
duly authorised agent, in the form set out as 
Form No. 25 or Form No. 25A, as the case may 
be, in the First Schedule."; and · 

(b) in subsection (5) thereof, by substituting the words 
' "two hundred and fifty dollars" for the words "one 

hundred and twenty dollars". 

7. Subsection (1) of section 27 of the Principal Ordinance is section 21 

hereby amended by mserting after paragraph (c) thereof the ~rl~~~~al 
following paragraph lettered (cc):- amended . 

" ( cc) the necessary supplies of electoral ink;". 

8. After section 41 . of the Principal Ordinance the following New sections ·' . h ' . 41A to 41D sectiOns S all be 1nserted : - · . added to 
· Principal 

;~;~~~fnpt to. 4 iA .. (l) Subject to tqe provisions of section 41 D of ordinance. 

f: e1:~~~~ed .. this Ordinance, every presiding officer. shall refuse to 
~~;k~ ~f . deliver any . bi:l.llbt paper to any elector unless he is 
~;~~~~a~~nk· ···=satisfied that there· does ·i1ot . appear-.. · · 
electors.. : .. . _ · 

· · ·i ·(a) ·upon the appropriate. digit of such elector; 
or 
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El!'lctors to 
immerse 
appropriate 
digit in 
electoral ink. 

(b) in the case of an elector who the presiding 
officer is satisfied is suffering from an injury 
to the appropriate digit, upon any of the 
other digits of such elector, 

any mark of electoral ink. 

(2) For the purpose of satisfying himself in the 
manner required by subsection ( 1) of this section the 
presiding officer shall in the presence of the poll clerk 
and of the sworn agents of the candidates inspect the 

. appropriate digit of the elector or all of the digits of the 
elector, as the case may require. . 

( 3) Every presiding officer who refuses to 
deliver any ballot paper to any elector under tP.e pro­
visions of this section shall make an entry in the poll 
book setting out the facts in relation to such refusal. 

41B. (1) Upon receiving a ballot paper from any 
elector in accordance with the provisions of sub­
section (3) of section 38 of this Ordinance the presiding. 
officer shall before removing the counterfoil from such 
ballot paper, if the elector has an appropriate digit, 
satisfy himself that there does not appear upon such 
digit any substance which in his opinion is likely to · 
prevent the adhesion of electoral ink and shall require. 
the elector to immerse such digit iri the electoral ink: 

Provided that where the :presiding officer is satisfied 
that the elector is suffering from some injury to his 
appropriate digit which is of such a nature as to render 
it undesirable for him to immerse such digit in the 
electoral ink the presiding officer may require him to 
immerse in such ink any other digit upon which the 
presiding officer is satisfied that there is no substance 
which is likely to prevent the adhesion of electoral ink. 

(2) If any elector on being required so to dq 
fails or refuses· to immerse his appropriate digit or any 
other digit as required under ~ubsection ( 1) of this 
section in electoral ink the presiding officer shall 

. destroy the ballot paper handed to him by such elector 
and shall make an entry in the poll book setting out 

. the particulars in relation to the destruction of such 
ballot paper. · 



No. 20. 

Penalty for 
failure of 
presiding 
officer to 
carry out 
provisions of 
sections 41.> 
and 41B. 

Legislative Council (Elections) 1956 

41c. Subject to the provisions of section 41D of this 
Ordinance, every presiding officer who fails or neglects 
to perform any duty imposed upon him by section 41A 
or section 41B of this Ordinance shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of two hundred and forty 
dollars or to imprisonment for six months. 
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Non-at:plicalfon 41D. The provisions of sections 41A_, 41B and 41C of 
~~as~~c14\~t~' this Ordinance shall not apply in relation to any elector 
electors WI h h d 11 · 
no Ji;J.ilds. who as no an s. 

9. Section 44 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby repealed ~;c:¥ri~ct~al 
and replaced as fOllOWS : - Ordinance 

repealed and 

"Agents 44. Each candidate may appoint one agent for the replaced. 

purposes of the proceedings at each polling station in 
the electoral district for which he is a candidate for 
election, and one agent to attend the final count of 
votes by the returning officer for the said electoral 
district Every such appointment shall be in writing 
in the form set out as Form No. 33 in the First 
Schedule." · 

10. After section 56 of the Principal Ordinance the following ~~:'a:'Jc1~~nto 
section numbered 56A shall be inserted : -. ~~~f~~e. 
~flr!~ ~£d 56A. Every bill, placard, or poster, having reference 
~t~~d.on to ·an election sha11 bear upon the face >thereof the 

name and address of the printer or publisher thereof; . 
and any person printing, publishing, or posting, or 
causing to be printed, published, or posted any such 
bill, placard, or poster, as aforesaid, which fails to beat 
upon the face thereof the name and address of the 
printer and publisher shall be liable on summary con­
viction thereof to a fine of five hundred dollars or to 
imprisonment-for one year and shall, if a candidate 
or .an agent of a candidate, be guilty of an illegal 
practice." 

. . 

. · 11. Subsection (3) of section ?7 of the Prinsipal q;dinance ~;c:¥ri~c~~ar 
IS hereby amended by substituting the word badge for the ordindnde 

words "rosette or of any favour" occurring in the fifth _line amen e . 

thereof, and for the words "rosette or favour" occurring in the 
seventh and eighth lines thereof. · 

. 12. Section 57D of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended ~;c:¥zcr~~~ 
by inserting between the word "or" and the comma immediately ~~~d~d~ 
preceding it in the fourth line thereof the words and comma 
"or who applies for a ballot paper at a ·time when there is upon 
any cf his digj±s any mark of electoraL ink/'.. . 



Section 57F 
of Principal 
Ordinance 
repealed and 
replaced. 

Section siG 
of Principal 
Ordinance 
amended. 

Section · 57H · 
of PrinciPal 
Ordinance' · 
amende(!., 
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13. Section 57F of the Principal Ordinance is hereby repealed 
and replaced as follows : -
''Penalty for 57 E h ' 'lty f ti' pe:bsonation. F · very person W 0 IS gui 0 persona on, or 

of . aiding, abetting_, counselling or procuring the 
commission of the offence of personation, shall be 
liable-

( a) on summary conviction thereof to imprison­
ment for one year or to a fine of five 
hundred dollars, or to both such imprison­
ment and such fine; 

(b) on conviction thereof on indictment to 
imprisonment for five years and in addition 
to such imprisonment to such fine as the 
Court may impose." · 

14. Section 57G of the Principal Ordinance IS hereby 
amended-

( a) by substituting a full stop for the colon occurring at. 
the end thereof; and 

(b) by inserting thereafter the following proviso:-
''Provided that in the event of any appeal 

the incapacity shall continue until the appeal 
is determined and thereafter unless the convic­
tion is quashed, remain in force for a period of 
seven years from the determination of the 
appeal except the Court hearing the appeal shall 
direct that the period of seven years shall run 
from the date of conviction." 

15. Section 57H of the Principal Ordinance Is her~by 
amended-

. I 

I 

. (a)_ by substituting for the marginal note thereto the 
marginal note "Illegal Practices."; · · 

(b) by deleting the words and stops "and be incapabJe, 
during a .period of five years from the date-p(_~o~~-· 
viction, of being registered as an elector~ or. vqfi#:g.'. 
at any eleqtiqn'' where those-words and stops .occur:· 
in subsections· .(·1 4 and -(2)_·,· .... · . · · · ·_ -- : · · · ._ .. --· · .. -·-· · J V-~ .· 
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(c) in subsection (2), by inserting the words "or prospec­
tive candidate" between the word "candidate" and 
the W<?rd ''as" occurring in the eighth line thereof; 

(d) by substituting for subsection ( 3). thereof the follow­
ing subsection : -

"(3) Any person who, before or during an 
election, for the purpose of affecting the return 
of any candidate or prospective candidate at 
such election, makes or publishes any false state­
ment of fact in relation to the personal character 
or conduct of such candidate or prospective 
candidate shall be guilty of an illegal practice 
and shall be liable on summary conviction 
thereof to a fine of five hundred dollars or to 
imprisonment for one year or to both such fine 
and such imprisonment."; and 

(e) by inserting after subsection (3) thereof the following 
subsection numbered (4):-

"Consequences 
of illegal 
practice. 

( 4) Any person who is convicted of any 
offence declared to be an illegal practice under 
this or any other section of this Ordinance shall, 
in addition to any other penalty for such offence, 
be incapable during a period of five years from 
the date of his conviction-

( a) of being registered as an elector or 
voting at any election; and 

(b) of being elected a member of the 
Legislative Council, or, if elected 
before his conviction, of retaining 
his seat as such member: 

Provided that in the event of any appeal the 
incapacity shall continue until the appeal is 
determined and thereafter unless the conviction 
is quashed, remain in force for a period of five 
years from the determination of the appeal 
except the Court hearing the appeal shall direct 

· 
1 that the period of five years shall run from the 

date of conviction." 

65 
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FirSt Schedule 
to Principal 
Ordinance 
amended.· 
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16. The First Schedule to the Principal Ordinance is hereby 
amended- . 

(a) by inserting after Form No. 25 therein the following 
form as Form No. 25A :-

"FoRM No. 25A · (Section 20) 

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (ELECTIONS) 
ORDINANCE 

NOMINATION PAPER 

We, the undersigned electors for the electoral district 
of ,. do· hereby nominate 
the following person as a p'roper person to serve as member 
of the Legislative Council for the said electoral district of 

· , and we certify that to 
the best of our belief he is qualified for election ~s a member 
of the Legislative Council under the conditions prescribed by 
section 36 of His Late Majesty's Order in Council dated the 
31st day of March, 1950. 

Surname Other Names Address Occupation 

Signature 

· X.Y., nominated in the foregoing nomination paper, has 
consented to such nomination as Candidate .for election as a 
member . of the. Legislative Council for the electoral district 
of , and has named as 
his address for serving of process and papers under the 
Legislative Council (Elections) Ordinance :-

Address 

Witness my hand this 

Signed by the duly authorised } 
agent of the said nominee in the 
presence of : · 

• , I 1 1 1 I I I o I I I I I I I I I ~ I I I I I I o' I I I I I I I I I 

Signature of· Witness " 

day of 1 19 

. Signature of duly 
authorised Agent of 
Candidate. · 
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(b) in Form No. 31-

(i) by inserting immediately after· the first para­
graph thereof the following paragraph :-

"Before delivering a ballot paper to an 
elector who has one or both hands the Pre­
siding Officer will in the presence of the poll 
clerk and of the sworn agents of the candi­
dates inspect the hands of the elector so as to 
satisfy himself that there doe~ not appear 
upon the appropriate or. other digit of his 
hands any mark of electoral ink. If there is 
any such mark he will not deliver a ballot 
paper to the elector."; and 

(ii) by inserting a full stop immediately after the 
words "Presiding Officer" occurring in the 
fourth line of the third paragraph thereof and 
by substituting for the words and stops occ"urr~ 
ing thereafter to the end of the said paragraph 
the following words and stops :- . 

"The Presiding Officer will satisfy himself 
that there does not appear upon the appro­
priate or other digit of the hands of the elector 
any ~ubstance which· in his opinion is likely 
to prevent the adhesion of electoral ink and 
will require the elector to immers.e such digit 
in electoral ink. If the elector fails or refuses 
to immerse the said digit in electoral ink the 
Presiding Officer will destroy the ballot paper. 
If the elector immerses the said digit 1n 
electoral ink the Presiding Officer will then in 
full view of those present including the elector, 
remove the counterfoil and place the ballot 
paper in the ballot box. The elector shall then 
forthwith quit the polling station."; and 
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to Principal 
Ordinance 
amended. 
Ord. No. 35-

1955. 

Validation of 
failure to 
compile lists 
of electors in 
the year 1955. 
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(c) by inserting after Form No. 46, the following 
form:-

(c) 

"FoRM No. 47 (Fifth Schedule 
rule 22A). 

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (ELECTIONS) 
ORDINANCE 

OATH OF A POLICE ELECTORAL OFFICER 

I, , the undersigned, appointed 

Police electoral •officer for the unit/area .......................... . 
swear that I will act faithfully in my said capacity of Police 
electoral officer, according to law, without partiality, fear, 
favour or affection. 

SO HELP ME GOD 

Sworn before me at 

Police Electoral Officer 

this day of 19 
Returning Officer 

(as the case may be)." 

1;8 .. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 4 of the Prin­
cipal Ordinance, the omission to compile lists of electors in the 
year 1955 in accordance with the provisions of the said section 
shall be deemed to have been a lawful omission. 

; Passed in Council this fourth day of May in the year of 
~Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fifty-six. 

G. E. L. LAFOREST 
Clerk of the Council. 


