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[1.S·1 

AN ACT to amend the Trade Ordinance, 1958 and to validate 
certain Regulations, Orders, Licences and other docu
ments made thereunder. 

[Assented to 28th April, 1975] 

WHEREAS it is enacted inter ctlia by subsection (1) of section Preamble 

5 of the Constitution that an Act of Parliament to which 
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that section applies may expressly declare that it shall have 
effect notwithstanding sections 1 and 2 of the Constitution 
and, if any such Act does so declare, it shall have effect 
accordingly: 

And whereas it is provided by subsection (2) of the said 
section 5 of the Constitution that an Act of Parliament to 
which that section applies is one the Bill for which has been 
passed by both Houses of Parliament and at the final vote 
thereon in each House has been supported by the votes of 
not less than three-fifths of all the members of that House: 

And whereas it is necessary and expedient that the pro
visions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding sections 
1 and 2 of the Constitution: 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and 
House of RepresentflJtives of Trinidad and Tobago, and by 
the authority of the same, as follows;-

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Trade (Amendment) 
Act, 1975. 

(2) This Act shall have effect notwithstanding 
sections 1 and 2 of the Constitution. 

2. (1) The Trade Ordinance, 1958 (hereinafter referred 
to as "the Ordinance") is amended as foHows:-

(a) hy jnserting the words "and services" im
mediately after the word "supplies" occurring 
in line two of the Long Title thereto; 

(b) in section 2 by deleting the definitions of 
"Competent Authority" and "Territory" 
occurring therein; 

(G) in section 2 by substituting for the definition 
of "Minister" occurring therein, the 
followLug:-

" "Minister" means the Minister to whom 
responsibility for Industry and Com
merce is assigned;"; 

(d) in section 2 by inserting in its proper alph~
betical order the following definition:-

""Commission" means the Prices Com., 
mjssiQIl, established 11ndl;\1;.' section 4;" ; 
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(e) in section 2 by substituting for the definition 
of "goods" appearing therein the following:-

""goods" includes all kinds of goods, 
produce, wares, merchandise, 
substances and animals.". 

(2) Section 3 of the Ordinance is repealed and section 4 
is renumbered as section 3. 

(3) The amendments made by subsection (l)(a) to Cd) 
and subsection (2) shall be deemed to have come into 
operation on the 12th day of August, 1968. 

(4) The amendment made by subsection (l)(e) shall be 
deemed to have come into operation on the 1st day of 
February, 1974. 

3. (1) Section 3 of the Ordinance is amended as follows:- Section" of 

(a) by repealing and replacing subsections (1) and ~,:~~~~~e 
(2) thereof as follows;-

"Minister 3. (1) The Minister may make 
may make •. 
regulations regulatIOns for aU or any of the 
for PUTf' fonowihg purposes, that is to say, 
poses 0 £ " , II' 
Ordinance lOr maIntatnIng, contro lng or 

regulating supplies or services so 
as to-

(a) secure a sufficiency of those 
essential to the well being 
of the community, their 
equitable distribution and 
their avaHability at fair 
prices; 

(b) regulate exports and imports 
in a manner calculated to 
serve the interest of the 
community; and 

(c) ensure generally that the 
resources available to the 
community are used in a 
manner calculated to serve 
the interest of the com
munity, 

(2) Without prejudice to the 
generality of subsection (1) any 
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regulations made under this section 
may provide-

(a) for prohibiting absolutely 
the importation or exporta
tion of goods, or of any class 
or description of goods, from 
or to any country; 

(b) for prohibiting the importa
tion or exportation of goods, 
or of any class or description 
of goods, from or to any 
country except under the 
authority of a licence 
granted by the Commjssion 
or a public officer authorised 
in that behalf; 

(c) for regulating the distribu
tion, purchase or sale of 
goods or any class or des
cription of goods; 

(d) for controlling the prices at 
which goods, or any class 
or description of goods, may 
be sold, whether by whole
sale or retail; 

(e) that persons carrying on or 
employed in connection 
with any trade or business 
or with the supply of serv
ices shall produce to the 
Commission or a public 
officer authorised in that 
behalf such books, accounts 
or other documents relating 
to their trade, business or 
the supply of services as 
the Commission or a public 
officer authorised in that 
behalf may require and that 
such person shall furnish to 
the Oommissicm or a public 
officer authorised in that 
behalf such estimates, 
returns or information as 
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the Commission or a public 
officer authorised in that 
behalf may from time to 
time require; 

en for the entering and inspec
tion of premises to which 
the regulations relate by 
such persons as may be 
specified in the regulatjons 
with a view to securing 
compliance therewith; 

(g) for controllin.g the prices 
to be charged for such 
services as may be pre
scribed by the Minister by 
Order; 

(h) that any person who com
mits a breach of any regu
lation made under this sec
tion shall be guilty of an 
offence, and that upon 
summary conviction for 
such an offence shall be 
liable to-

(i) a fine not exceeding 
five thousand dollars; 
or 

(ii) a term of imprison
ment not exceeding 
twelve months; or 

(iii) both such fine and 
such imprisonment; 
and 

(i) for such supplementary and 
incidental matters as may 
be necessary or expedient 
for any of the purposes set 
out in this section."; 

(b) by adding at the end of the section as repealed 
and replaced the following new subsection;-

"(5) In subsection (2)(d) "goods" does not 
include petroleum products as defined by 
section 2 of the Petroleum Act, 1969.". 
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(2) The amendments made by subsection (l)(a) shall 
be deemed to have come into operation on the 12th day of 
August, 1968. 

(3) The amendment made by subsection (l)(b) shall 
be deemed to have come into operation on the 1st day of 
February, 1974. 

4. Section 5 of the Ordinance is repealed and replaced 
as fol1ows:-

"Power 
to 
authorise 
acquisition 
and 
disposal 
of goods 

5. (1) Where it appears to the Minister 
necessary or expedient for the purposes 
specified in section 3, he may by Order 
authorise such person as may be des
ignated in the Order to acquire, whether 
by purchase or otherwise and whether 
compulsorily or not and to dispose of, 
whether by sale or otherwise or make use 
of, on behalf of the Government, such 
goods as may be specified in the Order. 

(2) Where an Order made by the 
Minister under subsection (1) authorises 
the complusory acquisition of any goods, 
the Order shall provide for the payment 
of compensation to the owner of such 
goods within a reasonable time from the 
acquisition thereof. 

(3) Any such Order may make such 
provision for such supplementary and 
incidental matters as may be necessary 
for the purposes thereof.". 

5. Section 6 of the Ordinance is amended-· 

(a) by substituting in subsection (1)-
(i) the words "section 3" for the words 

"section 4" occurring in line two 
thereof; 

(ii) the words "Commission or a public 
officer authorised in that behalf" 
for the words "Competent Authority" 
wherever those words occur therein; 

(b) by substituting the words "person granting 
it" for the words "Competent Authority" 
occurring in line two of subsection (3) thereof; 
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( c) by substituting for subsection (4) thereof the 
following :-

"(4) The Minister may give direc
tions to the Commission as to the policy 
to be followed by it in the exercise or the 
performance of its functions under this 
section and the Commission shall act in 
accordance with such directions and not 
otherwise." . 

6, Section 7 (1) of the Ordinance is amended- ~~~~~~~~) of 

(a) by deleting the words "by the Competent amended 
Authority" occurring in line three of para-
graph (a) thereof; 

(b) by substituting-
(j) the words "two thousand five hun

dred" for the words "five hundred" 
occurring in line one of paragraph (1) 
thereof; 

(ii) the words "twelve months" for the 
words "six months" occurring in 
line two of paragraph (i) thereof; 

(c) by substituting the words "ten thousand" for 
the words "two thousand" occurring in lines 
one and two of paragraph (ii) thereof. 

7. Section 8 of the Ordinance is amended by substituting ~~~~~~~eOf 
the word "Minister" for the word "Governor-General" amended 
occurring in line four thereof. 

8 S f h 0 d I b b t · Section 9 of .) ection 9 0 t e rdinance IS amen ec y su s 1- Ordinance 
tuting- amended 

(a) the words "section 3" for the words "section 4" 
occurring in line three thereof; 

(b) the words "Commission or public officer 
authorised in that behalf" for the words 
"Competent Authority" occurring in lines 
four and five thereof. 

9. The amendments made by sections 4 to 8 shall be Retrospective 
deemed to have come into ope;ration on the 12th day of::eC!d':!ent at 
August, 1968. sections 4 to 8 
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10. All Regulations and Orders purporting to have been 
made by the Minister of Industry and Commerce under 
sections 3 and 5 of the Ordinance between the 13th day of 
August, 1968 and the date of the commencement of this 
Act, and aU licences and other documents issued or given 
under those Regulations OI' Orders shall, even if those 
Regulations or Orders or any part of them had not been 
authorised by those sections of the Ordinance to be made, 
by virtue of this section, be deemed in all respects to have 
been lawfully, validly and properly made, issued or given. 

lL (1) The Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives shall certify whether this Act is 
one the Bill for which has been passed by the Senate and 
the House, respectively, and at the final vote thereon in 
the Senate and in the House, respectively, has been sup
ported, in the Senate by the votes of not less than three
fifths of all the members of the Senate, and in the House, 
by the votes of not less than three-fifths of all the members 
of the House. 

(2) The certificates of the Clerk of the Senate and 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives under subsection 
(1) duly signed and authenticated by them shall be con
clusive evidence that this Act is one the Bill for which has 
been passed by both Houses of Parliament and at the final 
vote thereon in each House has been supported by the votes 
of not less than three-fifths of all the members of that House, 
as provided for in section 5(2) of the Constitution. 

Passed in the House of Representatives this 11th day of 
April, 1975. 

J. E. CARTER 
Acting Olerk of the Hmtse 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that this Act is one the Bill for 
which has been passed by the House of Representatives 
and at the final vote thereon in the House has been supported 
by the votes of not less than three-fifths of all the members 
of the House, that is to say by the votes of 26 members 
of the House. 

J. E. CARTER 
Acting Clerk of. the House 
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Passed in the Senate this 15th day of April, 19750 

R. L. GRIFFITH 
Acting OleTk of the Senate 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that this Act is one the Bill for 
which has been passed by the Senate and at the final vote 
thereon in the Senate has been supported by the votes of 
not less than three-fifths of all the members of the Senate, 
that is to say by the votes of 17 Senators. 

R. L. GRIFFITH 
Acting OleTk of the Senate 
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