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CHAPTER 3. No.5 . 
! ' ; 

CORONERS. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO CORONERS. 

[6th June, 1919.J 

1. This Ordinance may be cit~d as the Coroners Ordinance. 

2. In this Ordinance-. 
({ unnatural death" includes every case of death of 

any person-
(a) which occurs in a sudden, violent, or 

unna tural manner; or . 
(b) where a dead body is found; or 
(c) as to which any reasonable suspicion exists 

that the same has not arisen from natural causes; 
.or 

(d) as to which any reasonable suspicion exists 
that any person is criminally responsible for such 
death; 

u vievl JJ includes the making of any necessary 
external ex~tmina tion. 

3. (1) Every, Magistrate shall be a Coroner the ,,,,hole. 
Colony, 'but he shall not, unless required 'by the Governor" 
be bound to act as such Coroner beyond the limits of the, 
district assigned to him under the Summary Courts' 
Ordinance. 

(2) A Harbour Master shall, as to all matters arising 
under this Ordinance in his harbour, have all the po,vers, 
and jurisdiction and discharge all the duties of a Coroner.' 
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As regards all such matte~s, ~he Por~ Health Officer shall 
be substituted ~or th~ DIstrIct MedIcal Officer, and the 
pro\·isions of thIS OrdInance shall be read and construed 
accordingly. 

Inquest as to death. 
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4 (1) Every person who becomes aware of an unnatural Notice of 
. 1 f th . th' t' th f th D' . death to be .death shal or Wl gIve no Ice ereo to e Istrlct given. 

Medical Officer of the district in which the body is or to a 
constable) and such constable shall forthw'ith cause in­
formation to be given to such Medical Officer. 

(2) A body in respect of \\Thich such notice is given Removal of , 

, shall not be moved or have its position altered) except so body. 

far as is necessary for the saf~ custody thereof: Provided , 
that the District Medical Officer may, in cases where there ~l!~O, may 

are no circumstances of suspicion and where he is unable r€;rnoval 

to view the body within a reasoll?-ble time) order the ~:f~: 
removal of such body to such place ·as may be named by body, 

him. 
~.l 

, (3) The I{eeper of any prison within which a prisoner Notice 0: 
dies shall fort~with give notice of such death to the Coroner ;:~~~~: 
and the District Medical Officer within ~hose respective 
districts the prison is situate. 

. (4) Every person becoming avvare of any unnatural" Penalty JOT 

death who neglects to notify the same as required by this ~~~~e~~~~~~,to 
:. section, or· contravenes the provisions of subsection (2) of b 

this section, shall be liable, on s~mmary conviction) to a 
, fine of forty-eight dollars. 

':, 5. (1) The District Medical Officer shall view) and, if he View of body 

deems it necessary for the purposes of this Ordinanc~) n1ake' by D.~I.O .. 
. ' an anatomical -examination of the unburied body of any . 

deceased person within his dis~rict- ". 

:(a) as to. whom such District Medical Officer has 
ground for believing that he died an unnatural death J­
oc . 

~b) who. died while confined as a prisoner in any 
pnson; or ' 

(c) vvhose body the Coroner, withiJ+ whose district 

I 
'1 

I' 
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t~e body is, directs such District Medical Officer to 
VIew; or 

(d) as to whose death an inquest is prescribed. 

(2) As soon 'as the District Medical Officer has Com­
pleted his view and anatomical examination (if any) it 
shall be lawful to bury the body, unless the District lVIedical 
Officer otherwise directs, and the District Medical Officer 
may, he sees fit, give order for such burial. -

(6. at any time the Medical Officer of the Royal Gaol 
or of the Carrera Convict Depot is also the District J\1edical 
Officer of the district in which any such prison is situated 
the powers vested in and the duties imposed on such 
District Medical Officer by this Ordin ance as to persons 
dying while confined as prisoners in such prison shall not 
be performed or exercised such District Medical Officer 
but by some other Government Medical Officer or n1embc; 
of the Medical Board appointed for the purpose by the 
Director of Medical Services with the approval of the 
Governor; and in all such cases the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall be read and construed subject to this 
enactment. 

7. A Coroner may, if he thinks fit, and whether an inquest 
is pending or not, order that the body of any deceased 
person be exhumed, and direct that it be viewed, and if 
necessary anatomically examined by the District Medical 
Officer of the district in which the body is buried, 

Report by 8. Where a District Medical Officer has viewed the body" 
D',M.O. of any deceased person and, if he shall deem it necessalY 
01(1.54-1946, t k t' 1 . t' .' d 'th tl s. 2. a ma e an ana omIca examina Ion In accor ance. WI . . Je 

provisions of section 5 of this Ordinance, after making such 
examination he shall make a report as to the cause of death 
to the Coroner within \vhose district the view took place 
and shall forward a copy of such report to' the Super­
intendent of Police within whose division the .vievv took 
plac.e. 

Inque,st after 9. A Coroner, _having received the report of a District 
report. Medical Officer as to the cause of death of any deceased 
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, ersOll) shall hold an inquest as to the cause and circum­
ftances of such death in either of the following cases, that 
is to say-

(a) if the District :lVIedical Officer reports that 
further enquiry ought to be made; or 

(b) if the circumstances of the case appear to the 
Co~oner to render it proper to hold an inquest although 
the District Medical Officer does not report that further 
enquiry ought to be made. 
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10. A Coroner, where there is in his district the body of In9.uest on 

lny person who died in any prison or as to whose death an pnsoner, 

.nquest is prescribed, shall hold an inquest as to the cause 
lnc1 circumstances of such death, whether the District 
Uedical Officer does or does not make a report thereon. 

11. Where a Coroner has reasonable ground to believe or I~quest 
3USp~ct t~a! any deceased person ':Vhose. b?dy is wit~in his ~~~~~t 
distrIct dleG an unnatural death, If he thInks the CITcum- . 
stances of the case so require, he may, at any time and 
without waiting for the report of the District Medical 
Officer, hold an inquest as to the cause and circumstances 
of the death of such deceased person. 

12. (l) In the case of the absence or inability to act of Substitute 
any l)istrict l\1edical Officer, a Coroner may appoint any for D.M.O. 

member of the Medical Board a substitute for such District 
Medical Officer, but such appointment shall have no 
)peratioll beyond the limits of· the district for which the 
:oroner is acting. 

(2) A substitute appointed undert his· section' shall 
?erform the duties by this Ordinance imposed and have the 
?owers by this Ordinance conferred upon a District 
\~edical Officer J and the same consequences shall lollow 
:lS report and proc~edings as under this Ordinance would 
:ollow the report and like proceedings of a District Medical 
)fficer. 

13. Every District Medical Officer or his substitute shall Re~unera­
)e entitle.d to receive in respect of the body of any deceased ~~~i~~l 
)er~on vIewed by him the sum of $4.80 for the report Officer. 

VhlCh he is by this Ordinance required to make to the 
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Coroner, and for the anatomical exaI?ination (if anv) (j' 

~uch b~dy .. the further sum of $4.80, and shall a~so be bOl1l1d
f 

If requlrea by, the Coroner, to attend as -a \vltness befof(~ 
the Coroner wIthout further fee or allovvance. -

View of body 14. Any Coroner may hold an inquest as to the death If 
unnecessary. any person without viewing the body of such person. ( 

Penalty on 
secret 
interment. 

Mortuaries. 

Inquest as 
to fire. 

15. Any person who knowingly inters or assists iil 
interring the body of any person who died an unnatural 
death without reasonable notice first given to the District 
Medical Officer, or some Coroner or constable, or \vho 
conceals or, with intent to prevent or obstruct enquiry , 
removes any such body, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor' 
"and, on conviction on indictment, shall be liable to a fin~ 
of nine hundred and sixty dollars or to jmprisonment for 
five" years. 

. ,. Mortuaries. 

16. (1) It shall be lawful for the Governor to cause to be 
provided and maintained within the Colony, if it should 
appear to him necessary and desirable, fit and proper places 
for the reception of dead bodies during the time required 
to conduct any post rl10rtem examination ordered by a 
Coroner, District Medical Officer, or other constituted 
authority, and to make regulations with respect to the 
management 'of such places; and where any such place 
has been provided, a Coroner, District 11edical Officer, 
or other constituted authority empowered to direct the 
making of a post mortem or anatomical examiI)a hon of 
the body of any deceased person may order the ren10val -
of the body to and from such place for carrying out such 
post mortem or anaton1ical examination; and the costs 
of such removal may be paid in the same manner and out 
of the same -funds as the costs and fees for anatomical or 
post mortem 'examinations made under this" Ordinance, 

(2) All regulations made under "this section shall b~ _ 
published in the Royal Gazette. ' 

Fire and treasure-tro've. 
17. Where a Coroner is inforn~ed by the ,oat,h <?f .any 

person that in his district a fire has occurred causIng InJury 

'. 
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to person or property) or in respect of which there is 
reasonable ground to suspect t?at . an .offen~e has been 
committed) such Coroner may, In hIS dlscretIonJ hold an 
inquest as to the cause and circumstances of such fire: 

Provided that the Coroner shall hold such an inquest if 
SO directed in writing by the Attorney GeneraL 
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18. In the case of treasure-trove) His Majesty shall enjoy [reasure­

the same rights and prerogatives and the Coroner shall have rove. 

the same povvers and duties as they respectively enjoy and 
have by the lavvs of England. ' 

Proceedings at inquest. 
19. Every inquest under this Ordinance shall be a blnqueds.t ,to

l
' 

. . d b h Id 11 S d e)u lela judiCIal enquIry an may e e as we on un ay- as on enquiry. 

any other day. 

20. A Coroner shall have all the powers conferred on a. Witnesses. 

Magistrate with regard to witnesses :by sections 43 to 50 
(inclusive) of the Summary Courts Ordinance. 

21. The evidence of every witness shall be taken down Depositions. 

in writing in the for~ of a deposition, which shall be read 
over to the witness 'and signed by the Coroner and the 
witness, or, in case of the incapacity or refusal of the latter 
to sign the same, then by the Coroner and some other 
person in whose presence _ the deposition was taken; and 
such deposition shall be admissible in evidence in any 
proceedings in the cases in which. arid subject to the con­
ditions'subject to which in similar proceedings in England 
the like deposition taken by or before a Coroner in England 
would be admissible in evidence. , 

!his section shall not derogate from' the admissibility in 
eVl~ence of any such deposition h)_dependently of this 
OrdInance. . 

, 22. Where any person able t~ give material evidence in Dep~sition 
respect of any inquest is ,from illness unable to attend at of witness th I' " unable to 
h e p ace where the Coroner usually sits, a Coroner shall attend. 

fve power to take the deposition of such person at the 
P ,ace where such person is. 
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23. Any person who obstructs a District lVledical om, 
or Port Health Officer or a substitute appointed Cer 
section 12 in the execution of any duty ilnposed upon I' 
by this Ordinance shall be liable, on sUmnlary COl1~~ictiHm 
to a fine of forty-eight. dollars. on, 

Adjournment 24. A Coroner holding an inquest in an y place n- £ • 

of inquest, adjourn the inquest to another day, whet~,er the Sa111C ll~~ 
Sunday or any other day, and order the adjourned inque t 

Staying 
inquest. 

Resuming 
inquest. ' 

Prosecution 
by Coroner) s 
order. 

to be held in the same or any other place. S 

25. If in the course of an inquest as to any death or fire 
t~e Coroner is of opi~ion that sufficient grounds have beel~ 
dIsclosed for preferrIng a charge of felony against any 
person, the Coroner shall stay the inquest until the person 
to be charged is committed for trial or discharged by a 
Magistrate, or it appears improbable that such person \rill 
be found. . 

26. (1) Where an inquest is stayed in consequence of 
grounds for a charge of felony being disclosed, if the person 
charged is committ~d for trial or discharged by a Magis­
trate, the Coroner may resume and conclude the inquest 
if he is of opinion that public benefit is likely to result 
from his so doing, but if he is of opinion that no public 
benefit is likely to result from his so doing) he shall certify 
his opinion to that effect and transmit the proceedings 
to the Attorney General. 

(2) Where an "inquest is stayed in consequence of 
grounds for a charge of felony being disclosed, and it is 
ascertained that the person to be charged cannot be found, 
the Coroner shall resume and conclude .the inquest. 

27. If, during the course or at the close of any inquest, 
the Coroner is of opinion that sufficient gro~nds are 
disclosed for making a charge of felony against any person, 
he may issue his warrant for the .appTehension of s~ch 
person and taking him before a Magistrate) and ~ay bl~c1 
over any witness who has been examined by or before 1:11:1 
in a recognisance with or without surety to appear ap.d gn c 
evidence before such Magistrate. . 
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28. If, at the close of any inquest, the Coroner is of Where guilty 

o inion tha t there is gr,ound for suspecting that s?me ~~~own. 
/erson is guilty of felony lU respect of the matter enqUIred 
into, but ca~l1~ot ascertain who such pe~son is, he s?all 
certify his opInIon to that effect and transmIt the proceedIngs 
to the Commissioner of Police. 

29. Where the proceedings upon any inquest have been ",Vhere guilty 

transmitted to the Commissioner of Police under this baril ~'rnot 
Ordinance, if he is satisfied that due diligence has been e u . 

used by the Police to discover the guilty person, but such 
person remains undiscovered, and there is in his opinion no 
probability that such person wHI be discovered, he shall 
certify his opinion to that effect and transmit the proceedings 
to the Attorney General. 

30. If, at the close of any inquest as to any death or Where no 

C 'f" th t th' d f ground of fire, the oroner IS 0 opInIon a . ere IS no groun or suspicion. 

suspecting that anyone is guilty of felony in respect of the 
matter enquired into, he shall certify his opinion to that 
effect and transmit the proceedings to the Attorney General. 

31. Where it appears to the Attorney General that Attorney 

f,:rth~r enquiry is, necessary, t~e Attorney General may, by ?e~~~~l may 

dIrectIon under hls hand, requITe a Coroner to re-open any :-e-opening of 

inquest held by him and take further evidence, and there- lnquest. 

upon the Coroner shall have power to and shall re-open 
the inquest, and take such further evidence, and thereafter 
:proceed in the same manner as if the proceedings at . such 
lnquest had not been closed by the C'oroner: Provided that 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to any inquest 
,at which any verdict or finding of murder or manslaughter 
has been returned against any person named therein. 

, 32. ~t any inquest" under this Ordinance any document Re;PQrtof 
purportIng to be a report from the Government Chemist Gove':,nment 

Upon ~y mattyr or thing submitted to him for examination, Chemls~. 
:n~YSlS, or report rna y, if it bears his signa tq.re, be used as 
tVl ence, The Coroner may presume that the signature 
,? ~y ,such document is genuine, and that the person 
t~gnlng It held the office which he professed to hold at the 
~me When he signed it. -

I" 
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33. The Attorney General shall from time to time deliver 
to t~e Registrar of th~ S~preme ~ourt the proceedings upon 
all Inquests transmItted to hIm, ?-nd thereupon su~h 
Registrar shall take charge of such proceedings and sh~ll 
keep a proper index of the same. 

Authority 34. Where a Coroner has reason to believe that a death 
i~q~~lS~ , has occurred within his district in such circumstances that 
where body an inquest ought to be held, and tha't owing to the 
is not found. destruction of the body by fire or otherwise or to the fact 
Ord.54-1946, h .. 1 f h' h -

s. 3. t at the body IS lYIng in a p ace rom W IC it cannot 
be recovered, an inquest cannot be held except by virtue' 
of the provisions of this section J he rna y report the facts 
to the Attorney General, and the Attorney General may, if 
he considers it desirable so to do, direct an inquest to be 
held touching the death and an inquest shall be held 
accordingly by the Coroner making the report or such other 
Cor,oner as the A t,torney General ;rna y direct. " 




