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CHAPTER 122. 

DROGHERS Al~D SAILORS. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO T~E REGISTRATION OF DROGHERS Ol'dinances 

AND SAILORS. ~:·:~~HUt 
[1st January, _1915.] 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Droghers Ordi- Shorttftle. 

nance. 
2. In this Ordinance- ·Interpreta-

" Cargo '"' means every description of goods, even· if tion. _ 

·for use as stores; 
'' Chief·H~rbour Master ''means the Harbour Master 

of the Colony; 
''. Contract '' means any agree111ent whether by parole 
·. or in writing, and " Contracted'' has a corre­

sponding meaning; 
'' Drogher '' 1neans any vesselmnployed in the lading 
· or unlading of a ship, or in the coasting trade of 

the Colony.) whether in the conveyance ·of pas­
sengers or cargo ; 

". Empioyer·" 1neans the agent, master, 1nate, or 
owner of .any ship, or the owner of any drogher; 

''Harbour Master '' means the Harbour Master of 
any port in the Colony; 

'' Port '' ·means any place in the Colony declared to 
be a port by the Governor under the Customs 
Ordinance; Gap. 194: . 

. '! Sailor '' means any person licensed under this 
Ordinauce; 

~-' Ship " includes every description of vessel being 
within the territorial waters of the Colony used 
in navigation whjch is not registered as a drogher, 
and also includes a hulk used for the purpose of 
storing goods and stpres; - · · _ 
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" Work '' 11ieans the lading or. unlading of the whole 
or any part of the cargo of any ship or' drogher, 
and service in any capacity on board any ship 
or drogher in any voyage or trip from one part 
to any other part of the Colony; but does not 
include tallying or labour employed in the con­
struction· or repair of ·any part of such vessel, or 
lading or unlading the cargo of any ship or 
drogher in any place not being a, port, or carry­
in~ coal to or fro~n the sho!e fro1n or into .any 
sh1:p or drogher ly1ng alongside any wharf, quay,:·· 
or Jetty. · · 

Application 8. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall. extend or 
of Ordinance. apply ~o any sailo~ plying on board of any ship of which 

he shall be an articled seaman or of the ordinary crew -of 
w·hich he shall at the time form a part. 

R3turns and 
c ~rtificates. 

Employing 
uncertified 
drogher. · 

4. The owner of any drogher, before he shall employ the 
saJne as a drogher, shall deliver to the Chief Harbour 
~Iaster at his office in Port-of-Spain a return in writl.ng 
according to the Form in the First Schedule to this Ordi­
nance, signed by such owner, or by any one of the owners if 
there shall be 1nore than one, specifying the name of the 
owner or owners and the na1ne and registered tonnage of_ 
such drogher, and the Chief Harbour Master shall there­
upon cause the particulars of such return to be entered in 
a book to be c~lled the Register of Droghers, which book 
shall be kept at the office of the Chief Harbour Master 
and shall be open to the inspection of the public at all 
reasonable ti1nes; and the Chief Harbour Master shall, 
upon such drogher being registered, deliver to the owner 
oJ su~h drogher a certificate according to the For,m in the 
Second Schedule to this Ordinance, which certificate shall 
continue in force until the thirty-first day of Decmnber 
o~ the-year in which such certificate shall be granted. 

. 5. Every owner of a vessel not duly certified under this 
Ordinance who shall employ such vessel or allow .o! suffer 
such vessel to be e1nployed a·s a drogher shall be hable to 
a penalty not exceeding ten pounds : Provided t;hat a 
drogher's ·bo~t or a ship's boat ~ay be. employed In ~he 
lading or unlading of the cargo of that drogher· or ship' 
or in the conveyance of passengers to and from that·dr?gher 
or ship, without first obtaining a certificate as mentioned 
.in the last preceding section. 
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6. · The ·owner of eyery drogher shall cause the name Nt;"me to be 

nientioned. in the certifica~e of ~uch drogher to be.p<iinted-, ~~:!:~.on 
in a conspicuous manner, 111 white or yellow letters not less. 
than th~ee inches in length on~ da~k g~ound, or 911- .~\_l~ght 
ground 111 black l~tters, 01~ eaon quarter of s~-ch ._?rogJ?-~!'.~. _. ·~;~::L::~_n:~.-­
and shall, from t1me to t1me, cause such painting to be'~ 
renewed, so that the same shall be at all tilnes plain'" and;. 
legi}Jle; and ev~ry owner of any. drog~er of which the na~~'·._ 
shall not be pa1nted or kept painted 111 the mannerherel:p:~---
before di~ected, so as to be at all time~ plain and: legibl~.' · 
shall be hable to a penalty not exceeding one potrhd ·nor 
less than_five shillings for every day on which such drogl,J.er 
shall be employed. · 

- 7. The Chief Harbour Master shall keep at his: 9fiice _Re:gister of 

iri Port-of-Spain a'book to be called the Register of S~ilo.Y:s·, Sailors~ 
in which he shall enter from time to time the naliles of·' 
all persons who sha~l fro~ time to time be licensed to act:. 
as -sailors under th1s Ordinance, and shall nun1ber eve,ry 
such licence with a p~rticular number. · · " -·.,;:+'·' :·. 

8. Licences under this Ordinance shall and may be -~ailor's · 

granted by any Harbour Master, and every such Harbour· hoence. 

Master shall, on payment of the fee hereinafter mentioned~ f 
deliver to any person requiring the same a licence, ·which., 
shall be on parchment or vellum, and shall be accord1ng · 
to the Form in the Third Schedule to this Ordinance,· <:Mid' 
shall, unless cancelled under the provisions of this O~di-; 
nance, expire on the- thirty-first day of December ·of the' 
year in which such licence shall be granted. · 

\ .., ~ I ' .' 

9. There shall be paid to the IIarbour Master for every <Fee. 
such licence the sum of two shillings and sixpence. 

' · 10. The Harbour Master of every port shall trans1nit a Licences at 
cop.y . o_r note of every such licence granted by him to the out-ports. 

Ch1ef Harbour Master, who shall thereupon enter the .... ,·!· n·, 

particulars of the same in his Register. · ! • · 1 , 

· _:11. It shall be lawful for any Harbour Master, on its Licencelost 

being made to appear to his satisfaction that any licenee or destroyed. 

· granted under this Ordinance has been lost or "destroyed, 
and on the payment to him of a fee of one shilling, to 
gr:;tnt to the person to whom such licence had been granted 
a new licence, and such new licence shall, subject to the 
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... provisions hereinafter contained, _expire on the thirty-first 
· day of December of the year in which new licence 

shall be granted. 

Conviction .. 12. If any sailor shall have been convicted_ of larceny 
for larceny. before the Supreme Court or before a Magistrate, it shall 

be lawful for any Harbour Master to n1ake order fo'r ·the 
cancelling of the licence of such sailor, and to withhold 
the granting of a licence to such sailor so convicted for 
any term not exceeding two years from the date of such 
conviction. 

Idem. 13. If any person applying for a licence under this Ordi-
nance shall have been convicted of la.rce:ny before the 
Supreme Court or before a Magistrate, it shall be lawful 

. for any Harbour Master to withhold the granting of a 
licence to the person so convicted, for any term not ex­
ceeding two years fro1n the date of SI;Wh conviction .. 

Suspension of · 14. If any sailor shall, ·whilst employed as such sailor, 
sanoes whether on board of any ship or drogher, or at any ·wharf 
lioenoo; or quay, be found drunk, or shall assault or threaten to 

assault, or use any violent or obscene language to, any 
person connected with any work in which such sailor shall 
be so employed, it shall be lawful any Harbour Master, 
on the complaint of the employer of such sailor or. of the 
m.aster or person having the com1nand of the ship or 
drogher on which or in ·connection with which such s.ailor 
is employed, to make order for the suspension for a limited 
time or the cancelling of the licence of such sailor, 
whether the licence of such sailor shall have been granted 
by the same or E?ome other Harbour Master; and he may, 
if he see fit, in lieu of suspending or cancelling such 
licence, i~pose on such sailor a·penalty not exceeding two 
pounds. 

Pmcedure on 
suspension of 
licence. 

l5. Every Harbour Master 1naking . an .order for·. the 
suspension or the cancelling of any licence shall there.,. 
upon write on the face of such licence the· words ''suspended 
until " (specifying' the day, ttnto which such licence is to 
be suspended) or {( cancelled,'' and shall sign his name at 
the foot thereof; and the Chief Harbour Master shall 
thereupon enter a note of suspension or cancelling in 
the Register opposite the name of the person whose 
shall be so. suspended or cancelled, for which purpose the 
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Harbour Master of any port, wh~re any such order of 
suspension or cancelling shall have been made by him, shall 
forthwith notify same to the Chief Harbour Master; 
and any sailor who, being required by any Harbour Master 
so to do, shall refuse or fail to deliver up his licence to such 
Harbour Master to be so cancelled, or in order that a note 
of such suspension 1nay be made on the sa1ne, or shall 
work ·as a sailor after his licence shall be cancelled, or 

.during the time such licence shall be suspended, shall, on 
summary conviction before a Magistrate, be imprisoned 
with hard labour for any tern1 not exceeding fourteen days. 

1307 

16. Every person who shall retain or e1nploy in or for Unlicensed 

any _work any person not duly licensed as a sailor, and sailors. 

every sailor who, having contracted with any mnployer for 
the performance of any work, shall employ in such work 
any person not duly licensed as a sailor, and every person 
who, not being duly licensed as a sailor, shall undertake 
or be e·n1ployed in any work, shall be liable, for every such 
offence, to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

17 .. Every person offering to work or working as a sailor Refusing to 

who, on being required so to do, shall refuse or fail to ~xhibit 
produce or exhibit a licence under this Ordinance autho- cence. 

rizing him to work as a sailor, to any Harbour Master or 
officer of his depart1nent or 111emper of the Constabulary 
ITorce, or to the person to who1n he shall so offer or by 
whom he shall be employed, shall be liable to a penalty ·not 
exceeding two pounds . 

. 18. Every sailor who, having entered into any contract Sailor :failing_ 

with any e1nployer for the performance of any work, shall !~n~:~~ete 
afterwards refuse or fail, without sufficient cause, to enter 
upon the performance of or to complete such work at or 
within the ti1ne appointed by such contract, or if no such 
time be limited) then within a reasonable time, shall, on 
the complaint of such employer, forfeit and pay t6 such 
.employer such sum not exceeding two pounds in addition 
to the ~hole or such part of the moneys or wages payable 

. to such sailor under such contract, as the Harbour JYiaster· 
before whom such complaint shall be heard shall see fit. 

·'(As amended by 33 of 1921, s. 2.) · 

. 19. on the complaint of any employer it shall be-made Property 
~0 appear to the satisfaction of the Harbour Master before lm;t, damaged 
who . h l h 1 or not m sue camp aint s a l be heard, that any property accounte~ 

for by sa1lor, 
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Contractor 
not paying 
sailor. 
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of .such employer, or the whole or any part of the cargo 
entrusted to the care o'f any sailor on any voyage or trip 
from o]le part to any other part of the ColonY.., or for the 
lading or unlading whereof such sailor shall have entered 
into. a contract, has not been accounted for, or has been. 
destroyed, los£, or damaged by the wilful actj default, or .. 
negligence of such sailor or of any person employed by him, 
it shall be lawful for such Harbour Master, on the corn­
plaint of the employer, to make order that such sailor do 
forfeit and pay to such employer such sum not exceeding 
ten pounds as such Fiarbour Master may allow as the value 
of such property or cargo not duly accounted for, or so 
destroyed or lost, or as the amount of the damage done, 
and the amount so al~owed may be deducted by such 
employer from any 1noneys. due by him to such sailor. 

20. · If any sailor, having contracted for the performance 
of. any work-and having received the amount payable on 
such contract, shall afterwards refuse to pay to any sailor 
whom .he may have employed under him in the. performance 
of such contract what shall be justly due to such sailor 
so employed by him, and whether what shall be so aue 

: · shall be in the nature of wages or a share of the moneys 
payable under such contract, it shall be lawful for any 
Harbour Master, on the complaint of the sailor .so em­
ployed, to 1nake order for the suspension for a limited time 
or the cancelling of the licence of such sailor, whether the 
licence of such sailor shall have been granted by the same 
or some other Harbour Master. · . 

Breach of. 21. Every sailor who shall enter into a contract to aid 
agreement, and assist any other sailor in any work and shall after­

wards refuse or fail)· without sufficient cause, to commence 
or to perform such work shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit. 
and pay to the sailor with whom he shall haye entered 
into such contract such sum no~ exceeding two . pounds, 
in addition to the moneys, if any, which may have been 
advanced to him on such agreement, as the Harbour Master 

Damage to shall see fit. And every sailor employed under any otb.~r 
property.- sailor in the performance of any work who shall by_ hiS 

wilful act, negligence., or default, _destroy, lose, or damas-e 
any property of the en1ployer or any part of the cargo In 
the lading or unlading whereof he shall be e1nployed.~ shall, 
on the complaint of the sailor tmder whom he shall. have· 
been so employed, forfeit and pay to such last mentioned. 
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sailor such sum as such last. 1nentioned. sailor Inay )1ave 
paid or beco1ne liable to pay to his mnployer as the value 
of the property or cargo so destroyed or lost, or the ,amount 
of such damage. -· 

::lQ09 

22. (1) All complaints for any offence against this Or:di-· Harbour 

h ff · h · · f ' · Master's nance oth~r t an o ences against t e provisions o , seot1on jurisdiction. 

15 of this Ordinanc~, and all disputes and matters of 
difference between employers and sailors touching aJ?.y 

1110neys due or claimed to be due to any sailor for work 
done by him on board of any ship or drogher, or touching 
a:n,y other matter cognizable under this Ordinance, a_nd 
between sailor and -sailor in respect of moneys due or 
claimed to be due in respect of work done by the one on 
the retainer or request of the other of such .sailors, and 
whether such moneys shall be of the nature of wages or 
a share of the gross amount payable on any contract for 
work under this ·ordinance, 1nay be heard and determined 
by any Harbour Master. 

(2) All such complaints and disputes may be heard Procedure. 

· and determined by any Harbour Master in a sunimaty 
manner, and, if he shall see fit, without issuing any sum­
mons or warrant to the party co1nplained of, so always 
that the statement of the party co1nplaining shall be taken 
on oath, and that such Harbour Master, before making any 
final order on such co1nplaint, shall give to the party com:­
nlained against an opportunity of answering the same, arid 
if he shall see fit, or i~ required by the person complained 
against, shall take the evidence on oath of such party, and 
shall also examine on oath such witnesses as either party 
may produce, and which o'ath~3 such Harbour Master is 
hereby authorized .to· administer. 

23. Every Harbour Master shall, in a book to be kept Boolro~ 
by him for that purpose, and ealled the '' Harbour Master's complaants. 

Book of Complaints, '' enter fron1 time to ti1ne a note of 
every complaint made before him under this Ordinance, 
specifying the date of such complaint being laid, the names 
of ~he party complaining and of the party complained 
against, the nature of the co1nplaint, ,the evidence taken 
before him, and the mode in which such complaint shall 

. have been disposed of; and such book shall be ~igned· ·by 
· :. _ the ~arbour Master at the conclusion of each day,'s pro­

ceedings. 
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24. Every penalty ilnposed u.nder this Ordinance shall 
be paid to the Harbour Master by whmn the sa1ne shall 
be in1posed, for the use of His :M~ajesty, and in every 
case where the a1nount i1nposed as a penalty under this 
Ordinance shall not be paid to the Harbour Master, or 
where any sum of money ordered to be paid to any cmn-

. plainant ~shall not be paid to such complainant, either 
immediately or within such ti1ne as the Harbour Master 
shall at the time of conviction or of making such order 
appoint, it shall be lawful for the Harbour Master, by 
·warrant under his hand, to commit the offender to the 
Royal Gaol, there to be imprisoned, with or without hard 
labour, according to the discretion of the Harbour Master, 
for any term not exceeding one n1onth, unless the amount 
of such penalty or the sum mentioned in such order be 
sooner paid. (As amended by 33 of 1921, s. 3.) 

25. ~Every Harbour Ma~ter shall pay over to the 
Treasurer all moneys received by him for licences issued 
and penalties recovered under the authority of this Ordi­
nance. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 
DECLARATION OF OWNERSHIP. 

HARBOUR MASTER.'s 0FFIOE, 

PoRT-OF-SPAIN, . 
.............................. 19 • 

............................................................ , ..... the undersigned, do hereby declare-
that ..................... , .................. th0 sole owner of the vessel. ....................... specified 
on the back hereof which ........................... intend to naYigate as a Drogher under the 
Droghers Ordinance. 

To the Harbour .Master, 

Nn.me. 

The tonnage shown above is correct. 

Date ........................................ .. 

Owner: ..................................... ~ .. .. 
Witness: ...................................... . 

Tonnage 
(in figures). 

Total .. 

Amount payable, 
£ B. d, 

. ......................... ·y-~~;;~l~g·. offi~er. 

Received the s.um of ................................ . 

Date ........................ No ............ . 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · o~ii~~i~; ·~£· o~~i6~a~ , 
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SECOND SCHEDULE. 

CERTIFICATE OF DROGHER. (Section 1.) 

I certify that a Return of the undermentioned Drogher has been made this day to 

Name of Owner. Namo of Dr!lgber. 

This Certificate shall continue in force until the thirty-first day of December next. 

'Port-of-Spain, this day of 19 
Harbour Master. 

:··' 

THIRD SCHEDULE. 

LICENCE. (Section 8.) 
No. 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

A.B. of.. ........................... .is here by licensed to act as a Sailor under the Droghers 
Ordinance. 

Thia Licence shall contjnue in force until the thirty-first day of December, 19 

Port-of-Spain, this day of 19 

Harbour Master .. 


