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[L.S.J 

AN ACT to empower Diplomatic Agents and Consular 
Officers to administer oaths,take affidavits and to 
perform notarial acts. 

[Assented to 25th March, 1971J 
BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty,Enactment 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of Trinidad and Tobago, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows: 

1. This Act maybe cited as the Diplomatic Agents and Short title 
Consular Officers (Oaths and Notarial Acts) Act, 1971. 
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2. (1) In this Act-
"cansular affice~" means, subject to. subsectian 

(2), any persan, including the head af a can­
sular past, entrusted in that capacity with the 
exercise af' cansular functians; 

"cansular past" means any cansulate general, 
cansulate, vice-cansulate ar cansular agency; 

"diplamatic ag~ntlJ means, subject to. subsectian -
(3), the head af a missian ar a member aithe 
diplamatic staff af a missian; 

"missian" means an Embassy ar High Cammis-
sian. . 

(2) A reference to. a Trinidad and Tabaga cansular 
afficer includes a reference to. a cansular afficer ofa State 
ather than Trinidad and Tabaga, acting as such an behalf 
af the Gavernment af Trinidad and Tabaga. 

(3) A reference to. a Trinidad and Tabaga diplamatic 
agent includes a reference to. a diplamatic agent af a State 
ather than Trinidad and Tabaga acting as such on behalf 
of the Gavernment af Ttin~dad and Tabago. 

3. (1) Every Trinidad and Tabaga diplamatic agent ar 
Trinidad and Tabaga cansular afficer exercising hiS----' 
functians as such in any c.()untry ar place ather than 
Trinidad and Tabagamay, in that cauntry ar place admin­
ister any aath, take any affidavit ar statutary declaratian 
and do. any natarial act. Every such aath, affidavit, statu­
tary declaratian or natarial act administered, taken ar dane . 
byar befare any such persan shall be as effectual as if 
administered,'- taken ar dane by ar befare any lawful 
autharity in Trinidad and Tabago. 

(2) Any document purparting to. bear the seal and 
'. signatureaf . any persan autharised by this sectian to. 
. administer an aath in testimany of any aath, affidavit, 

statutory declaratian ar act being administered, taken or 
done by ar before him shall be admitted in evidence 
without praaf af the seal or signature being the'seal or 

signature af that persan, or of the official character af that 
person. 
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4. (1) A diplomatic agent or consular officer of any State Diplomafcic 
agent 0 any 

exercising his functions as such in Trinidad and Tobago Stat~ ~nay 
admlIDster 

may, if authorised to do so under the laws of that State, oaths ~f so 

dm· . th' ffid' d I ti authorIsed by a lruster oa s, take a aVlts or statutory ec ara ons laws of that 

d d t · I State. an 0 no ana acts-

(a) required by any person for use in that State 
or under the laws thereof; or 

(b) otherwise required by a national of that State 
but not for use in Trinidad and Tobago 
except under the laws of some other State. 

(2) The Governor-General may by Order exclude or 
restrict the provisions of subsection (1) in relation to the 
diplomatic agents or consular officers of any State if it 
appears that in such State Trinidad and Tobago diplomatic 
agents or Trinidad and Tobago consular officers are not 
permitted to perform functions corresponding in nature 
and extent to those authorised by that subsection. 

5. Every person before whom any oath, affidavit or Jurat 

statutory declaration is taken or made under this Act shall 
state in the jurat or attestation at what place and on what 
date the oath or affidavit is taken or made. 

Passed in the House of Representatives this 5th day of 
February, 1971. -

G. R. LATOUR 
Clerk ot the House 

Passed in the Senate this 16th day of February, 1971. 

J. E. CARTER 
Clerk of the Senate 
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