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No. 13.-1847. 
AN ORDINANOE for registering Births, Deaths, and 

:Marriages. 
(L. s.) HARRIS. 

WHEREAS on the seventh day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, a certain 

Order in Oouncil was by Her Majesty the Queen 
for regulating the celebration of marriages and the 
registration thereof within the Oolonies of British 
Guiana, Trinidad, St. Lucia, the Oape of Good Hope, 
and Mauritius; and whereas 0n the tvyenty-fourth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven a 
certain other Order inOouncil was made by Her Majesty 
the Queen, whereby it is [Lmong other things ordered 
that it shall and may be lavvful for the Governor of the 
said Island of Trinidad, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Legislative Oouncil thereof, by any Ordi-
nance or Ordinances to ,be by them from time to time 
made and enacted, to make such provision as to them 
shall seem meet for the registration of such marriages, 
and for regulating the fees, salaries and emoluments· 
to be received by the' officers charged with the duty of ' 
such registration, anything in the said recited Order in· 
Oouncil notwithstanding: Provided always, that every 
such Ordinance shall be so made and enacted, that the 
same shall take effect in the said Island, and shall be 
tmllsmitted for Her J1fajesty's confirmation or disallow-
anC3 in such and the same malli1er, and under and sub-
ject to all such and the same rules and regulations as in 
the case of any other Ordinance or Ordinances made and 
enacted by the said Governor and Legislative OOlll1cil. 
And whereas it is expedient to provide the means fO,r a 
complete registry of the births, deaths, and marriages in 
Trinidad, Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the 
Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the , . 
Oouncil of Government ':rhat the Re&!'istrar-General of Registrar-

'. • u General to 
the Oolony shall keep at hIS office, 111 the town of Port keep,aregistTy 
of Spain a general register of births deaths and oiblrths, , , , deaths and 
marriages in this Oolony. marriages, 

, 2. And be it enacted, That the Registrar-General Annual [1,1J-
h 11 I · t tl G 1 straet of S a sene once In everJ year 0 1C overnoI' a genera registers to be 
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lad before abstract of the numbers of births, deaths, and marriages 
the Oouneil. registered during the twelve months ending on the last 

day of December then imm.ediately preceding, in such 
form as the Governor from time to time shall requiTe; 
and every such annual general abstract shall be laid 
before the Oouncil of Government at its next meeting 
after the receipt thereof. 

to 3. And be it enacted, That the Governor shall and 
may appoint such person as he shall see fit as Superin-

tdent Rf eglp's- t tendent B,egistrar of births and deaths within the town rars or or . 
of Spain and of Port of SpaIn, and such other person as he shall see 
SanFernando. fit as Superintend Registrar of births and deaths 

within the town of San Fernando. 
vVardens to . 
be Superin-. 4. And be It enacted, That each warden of any ward 
tende'?tRAg;s- within the Oolony shall be the Superintendent Registrar irars m then 
respective of births and deaths within such ward. 
wards. 
Districts to . 5. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for each 
be by such Superintenient Registrar and VVarden, with the 

approval of the Registrar-General, to' divide the town or 
trars and ward, of or for which he shall be superintendent, into 
Wardens. such and so many districts as he shall think fit; and the 

number of such districts from time to time, with such 
approval as aforesaid, to alter and vary; and every such 
district shall be called bya distinct name, and shall be a 

'registrar's district, and the Superintendent Registrar 
shall appoint a person with such qualifications as the 
.Registi·ar-General may by any general rule declare to be 
necessary to be Registrar of births and deaths within 
each district; and in every case of vacancy in the office 
of Registrar shall forthwith fill up the vacancy, and 
every such Registrar shall hold his office dpring the 
pleasure of the Registrar-General. ?,. 

6. And be it enacted, That the Registrar-General, as 
form all parts soon as may be after the commencement of this Ordi-

, nance, shall form all parts of the Island, not included 
in the town in the town of Port of Spain or the town of San Fer-
of Port of ddt '. d' I d fl' h Spain or San- nan 0, an no C0111pnSe In any suc 1 war ,or or w nc 
;rernando,ol' no warden shall be appointed, into such and so many 

temporary districts as he shall see fit, and shall appoint 
rarydistricts. a Registrar to each of such temporary districts, subject 

to being displaced as hereinafter provided. 
On appoint-
ment of war-
den to any 

7. And be it enacted, That when and so soon as a 
warden shall be appointed for any ward) in which any 

, ' 

I· 



'1 , , 

i 
i 

'i" 

i 

J 
I 

279 

quarter or place forming P3.rt of any such temporary c?m. 
ill t . t b 11 b . d 1 lIS . pnsed In a S nc s a e cOlnpnse ,ane suc 1 ware en as upenn- teml)orary 
tendent Registrar shall have appointed a ReO'istrar for district and 

h t 1 tJ 11 appointment suc qual' er or p ace, every such quarter or IJlace sha by warden 
cease to be part of the temporary district to which it of a Bupelin. 

d d . ,tendent,power 
was so annexer; an every RegIstrar and Deputy of temporary 
Registrar appointed before the appointment of such registrar to 
warden shall cease to hold office so far as relates to such cease. 

quarter or place unless re-appointed. 
8. And be it enacted, That for every district for Dep;,ty 

which a Registrar of births and deaths shall be alJpoint-
ed as aforesaid, the Registrar shall have power, subject 
to the approval of the Superintendent Registrar, or if 
such Registrar shall be the H.egistrar of a temporary 
district subject to the approval of the Registrar-General, 
to appoint by writing under his hand a fit person to act as 
his deputy in case of the illness or unavoidable absence of 
such Registrar; and every such Deputy Registrar, whilst 
so acting, shall have all the powers and duties, and be 
subject to all the provisions and penalties herein declared 
concerning and in case of the death of the 
Registrar shall act as Registrar until another Registrar 
is appointed, and every pIJegistrar shall be civilly 
responsible for the acts or omissions of his deputy. 

9. And be it enacted, That the Registrar-General Registerboxes 
shall furnish to every Superintendent Registrar, for the tobeprovided. 

use of the Registrars under his superintendence, and to 
every Registrar of a temporary district, a sufficient 
number of strong iron boxes to hold the register books 
to be kept by such Registrars; and every such box shall 
be furnished with a lock and two keys and no more, and 
one of such keys shall be kept by the Registrar, and the 
other key shall be kept by the Superintendent Registrar, 
or if such district shall be a temporary district then by 
the Registrar-General, and the register books of each 
district, while in the custody of the Registrar and not in 
use, shall be always kept in the register box, and the 

, register box shall always be left locked. 
10. And be it enacted, That in every case in which All books,&c., 

R . t s . t d t R . t h 11 b to be trans-any egIs rar or upenn en en egIs rar s a e .re- ferred on 
moved from or cease to holeloffice, all register boxes, keys, rem?val of 
b k 1 t 1 . l' . I' Reg·,strar. 

00 S, ( ocumen sane papers In us posseSSIOn, as suc 1 
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Registrar or Superintendent Registrar, shall be given 
up as soon as conveniently may be to his successor in 
office; and if any person shall refuse to give up any 
such box, key, books, documents or 1)<11)8rs in such case 
as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for any Justice of the 
Peace for the county or district where such person shall 
be or reside, upon application for that purpose, to issue 
a warrant under his hand for bringing such person 
before any two Justices of the Peace for the said county 
or district; and upon such person appearing or not being 
found, it shall be lavvful for,such Justices to hear and 
determine the mattnr in a summary way; and if it shall 
appear to the Justices that any such box, key, books, 
documents or papers are in the custody or power 
of any such person, and that he has refused or wilfully 
neglected to deliver the same, the said Justices are 
hereby required to commit such offender to the common 
gaol for the I'ldd county or district, there to remain 
without bail until he shall have deliverecl up the 
same, or. until satisfaction shall have been given. 
in .respect thereof to the person in whose custody 
the same ought to be; and the said Justices may 
grant a warrant to search for such box, key, books, 
documents or papers, as in the case of stolen goods, 
in any dwelling house or other premises in' which any 
credible witness shall prove upon oath that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect the same to be, and the same 
when found shall be delivered to the person in whose 
custody they ought to be. 

Registrar and 11. And be it enacted, That every Registrar and Deputy Deputy to 
reside within Registrar shall dwell within the district of which he is 
the district. Registrar or Deputy Registrai', and sh,all cause his name, 

with the addition of Registrar or Deputy Registrar (as the 
case may be) for the district for which he shall be so 

Register 
books to be 

. IJl'G ,ided. 

. appointed, to be placed in some conspicuous place on or 
near the outer door of his own dwelling house, and the 
Superintendent Registrar shall cause to be printed and, 
published in the town or ward which he shall superintend, . 
a list of the names and places of abode of every Registrar 

. and Deputy Registrar llnder his superintendence. . 
12. And be it enacted., That the Registrar-General. 

shall cause to he printed, a sufficient number of register 
books for making entries of all births, deaths, and 

I 
)l {I yl 

" 
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marriages in this Oolony, according to the forms of 
Schedules A, B, and 0, to this Ordinance annexed; and 
the said register books shall be of durable materials, and 
in them shall be printed upon each side of every leaf the 
heads of inforination, herein required to be known and 
registerecl, of births, deaths, and marriages resl)ectively : 
and every page of each of such books shall be numbered 
progtessiyely from the beginning to the end, beginning 
with number one, and eyery l)lace of entry shall be also 
numbered progressively from the beginning to the end 
of the book, beginning with number one; and every 
entry shall be divided 0 from the following entry by a 
printed line. 

13. And be it enacted, That the Registrar-General 
shall furnish to every Superintendent Registrar for the 
use of the Registrars under his superintendence, and also-toSuperinten. 

. t· ,. t d' t . ffi' t dents and to every RegIS rar or any emporary IS nct a su Clen temporary 
number of register books of births, and of register books of Registrars. 
deaths, and· of forms for certified copies thereof as 
hereinafter provided, at a reasonable price to be fixed 
from time to time by the Governor, and the cost of such 
books and forms furnished to eyery such Superintendent 
Registrar, shall be borne by the town or ward in or for 
which such Superintendent Registrar shall be appointed 
or shall act, and shall be paid by the Clerk of the Town 
Oouncil or the Warden, as the case may be, out of the 
monies coming into his hands or control, as such Town 
Olerk or Warden, to the Registrar-General. 

14 And be it enacted That every ReO'istrar shall be Rei\'istrars 
• , b to mfo= 

authorized, and is hereby required to inform himself of 
carefully of every birth and every death which shall and 
happen in his district after the commencement of this . 
Ordinance, and to learn and register as soon after the 
event as conveniently may be done, in one of the said 
books, the particulars required to be registered according 
to the forms in the said Schedules A and B respectively, 
touching every such birth or every such death, as the 
case may be, which shall not have been already registered, 
every such entry being made in order from the beginning 
to the end of the book. . 

\J 1 't enacted That the mother and the father Par. en.ts or 1" , . OGCul'lel's of or reputed father of any en QCQupl!lr of 
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and very house or tenement, and the owner and the manager 
every estate and plantation in this Oolony, in or upon 

which birth or W ich any birth or death shall happen after the com-
me cement of this Ordinance, shall within twenty-one 

and wardens days ext after the day of such birth, or within five days 
and coroners t t th d f 1 d tl t· 1· . in cases of nex er e ay 0 SUC 1 ea 1, respec IVe y gIve notIce 
foundlings, or of suc birth or death to the Recristrar of the district in 

which s ch birth or death and in case any 
noti?e to the new born child or any dead body shall be found eXI)osed ReO'lstrar.· . ' '" the Warde 111 the case of the new born child, and the 

\[ Ooroner in he case of the dead body, shall forthwith 
! give notice d information thereof, and of the place 

where such chi' d or dead body was found to the Registrar; 
and for the pLU oses of this Ordinance the master, or 
keeper, or pers in charge of every gaol, prison, or 
house of correcti lock up house, police station, or 
workhouse,hospita: or lunatic asylum, or public or 
charitable institutio shall be deemed the occupier 
thereof. 

Parent or 16. And be it enacte , 'fhat the father or mother of 
child. born in olony, afterthe ?ommencement J.t", 

son in charge of this Ordmance, or In ca of the death, Illness, absence,lr 
or inability of the father a mother, the occupier of the 

lars of birth house· or tenement in whic or the person in charge of 
the plantation or estate on w . ch such child shall have 
·been born, shall, within twent one days next after the 
day of every such birth, give formation, upon being 
requested so to do, to the saidRe istrar according to the 
best of his or her knowledge and elief, of the several 
particulars hereby required to be l{ own and registered 
touching the birth of such child. 

As to regis- 17. And be it enacted, That after he expiration of 
tering after t t d f 11 . th d f b· th f the expiration wen Y -one ays 0 e ay 0 e Ir 0 any 

chilhd Sthhall not Rtegl to dregpister 
biTth of the SUC IT ,save as ereIna er IS nex m lOne: ro- , , 
child. vided, that in case the birth of any child s 11 not have 

been registered according to the provisions ereinbefore 
contained, it shall be lawful for any person resent at 
the birth of such child, or for the father or ther or 
guardian thereof at any time within six calendar onths 
next after the birth, to make a solemn declaration the 
particulars required to be known touching the birth of 
such child, according to the best of his or her knowledge 
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aJ'd belief, and it shall thereupon be lawful for the said 
then and there, in the presence of the Super-
Registrar, or if the same shall be a temporary 

distric\ then in the presence of the Stipendiary Justice 
of the '\ eace, to register the birth of the said child 
accordintJ to the information of the person making the 
said declar. tion, and in every such case the Superinten-
dent. Regist or the St.ipendiary as the case may 
be, before wh.m the Sald declaratIOn IS made, as well as 
the Registrar, hall sign the entry of the birth, and for 
every such registry as last aforesaid the Superintendent 
Registrar shall to have a fee of five shillings 
from the person requiring the same to be registered, and 
the Registrar, oyer above the fee hereinafter enacted 
in respect of every br'th registered by him, shall be en-
titled, unless the delay hall have been occasioned by his 

. default, to have a fee 0 five shillings from the person 
requiring the same to be 'egistered; and no register of 
births shall be given in evi nce to prove the birth of any 
child born in it shall appear that 
twenty-one days have between the day of the 
birth and the day of the registr tion of the birth of such 
child, unless the entry shall be si led by the Superinten-
dent Registrar or the Stipendiary Justice of the Peace, 
and every person who shall knowi ly register or cause 
to be registered the birth of any chil orn in this Oolony, 
otherwise than hereinbefore is last ntioned after the 
expiration of twenty-one days followi the day of the 
birth of such child, shall forfeit and pa for every such 
offence a sum not exceeding fifty pounds. 

18. And be it enacted, That after the piration of Births not to 
six calendar months following the birth of y child it be 
shall not be lawful for any Registrar to registe the birth 
of such child, and no register of births shall be iven in 
evidence to prove the birth of any child born' this 
Oolony wherein it shall appear that six calendar m nths 
have intervened between the day of the birth and the 
day of the registration of the birth of such child; a: (l 
every person who shall knowingly register or cause to 
registered the birth of any child born in this Oolon 
after the expiration of six calendar months following the 
day of the birth of such child, shall forfeit and pay for 
every such offence a sum not exceeding fifty pounds. 
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&iven 19. And be it enacted, That if any child born in. this 
?lony, who,se shall have been registered as, 

tared within sa d, shall wIthin SIX calendar months next after It shall 
six months . h b . '1.. d h ' t 't' alter registra- a e8n-so regIsIJere aye any name gIven 0 1 In 
tion of hirth. bap 'sm, the IJarent or guardian of such child, or other 

1-'-, 
I 

. perso procuring such name to be given, shall, within 
'. seven ays next after such baptism, procure and deliver 
to the egistrar or Superintendent Registrar, in whose 
custody t e register of the birth of the child may then 
happen to be, a certificate according to the form of 
Schedule G to this Ordinance annexed, signed by the 
minister who shall have performed the rite of baptism, 
which certific te such minister is hereby required to 
deliver i:q:tmedi tely after the baptism whenever the 
same shall, be th demanded on payment of the fee of 
one whi he shall be therefore entitled to 
receive, and'ihe sai Registrar or Superintendent Regis. 
trar, upon receipt 0 such certificate, and on the pay. 
ment of the fee of on shilling which he shall be there • 

. fore entitled to receive, hall without any erasure· of the 
original entry forthwith 'egister therein that the child 
was baptized by such n e, and the Registrar shall 
thereupon certify upo:p- the aid certificate the additional 
entry'so made, and shall f ·thwith send the said cer· 
tificate to the Registrap<!ene 1. 

Some person 20. And be it· ,enacted; . Tha some person present at 
the death or in attendance durin the last illness of every 

occupier of person dying in this Colony after, he commencement of 
house, or per- thi 0 l' . , f th d tl 'II 'b'l't son in charge S re Inance, or In case 0 e e 1, 1 ness, Ina 1 1 y, 

estate,. to or default of aU such persons, the oc upier of the house' 
glvepartlCu- t' t .. 'f th 'b th h h 11 lars of death or enemen, or I e OCCUpIer e person w .0 s a.L 
so far as have. died, some inmate of the house or tenement in 
known. which, or the person haying the charge f the estate or 

plantation on which such death shall II ve happened, 
shall, within eight days next after the day such death, 
give information upon being requested so do to the 
Registrar to the best of his or her knowledge and belief 
·of the several particulars hereby required to e known 
and registered, touching the death of such Jerson: 

Registrar to Provided always, that in every case in which an quest 
shall be held on any dead body the Ooroner shall i uire 
of the particulars herein required to be registered on-
cerning the death, and shall inform the Registrar of he 

i 

! 
f 

I 
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\{lme and of his finding, and the Hegistrar shall make 
'ntry, accordingly. 

. And be it enacted, That, every Registrar imme- Registrar to 
registerino, anv death or as soon thereafter g,'ivt: certili. 

b J' 
as he 'mIl be required so to do, shall, without fee or registry of 
reward \leliver to the undertaker or person havinG' charG'e deat:p. to 

, " ,0 b undertaker of the funeral a certificate under his hand according to who shall ' 
the form df Schedule E. to this Ordinance annexed, that deliver the 
such death been duly registered, and such certificate or ' 
shall bo delivtu'ed by such undertaker 01' other person to officratmg 

u " ,person. the minister Ol\officiating person who shall. be required 
to bury or to any religious service for the burial 
of the dead body,' and if any dead body shall be buried 
for which no such ertificate shall have been so delivered 
the person who shal 'bury or perform any funeral or any 
religious service for t burial shall forthwith give notice 
thereof to the Regis u 'ar: Provided always, that the Coroner may 
Ooroner upon holding a y inquest may order the, body 
to be buried ifhe,,_shall t ink fit befOl'e registry of the give certifi-
, tl d h 11" I " t'ft t f h" cate thel'eof. (lea 1, an s a In suc 1 se gIVe a cer 1 ca e a IS 
order in writing under his h daccording to the form of 
Schedule F, to this Ordinanc annexed to such under-
taker 01' other person havino charge of the funeral, 
which shall be delivered as afar' aid; and every person 
who shall bury or perform any ft: eral or any 
service for the burial of any elea body for which no' 
certificate shall have been duly rna e and delivered as 
aforesaid, either by th(,} Registrar or oroner, and who 
shall not within seven days give noti thereof to the 
Registrar, shall forfeit and pay any SUI \ not' exceeding 
ten pounds for every such offenpe. 

22, And be it enacted, 'rhat every pel's n by whom to. b'e' 
the information contained in any register birth or m· 
death under this Ordinance shall have been g1fen, shall . 
sign' his name, description, and place of abo' in the 
register, no register of birth or death accOTing to 
this Ordinance shaH be given in evidence which she 1 not 
be signed by some person professing to be the infor nt, 
and to be such party as is herein required to give s eh 

to the Reo'istrar, and in case such intorma t Provision if 
shall be unable to write,then he shall affix his mark t 
the statement of his name, description, and place of abode to 
ill the register, after the same' shall have been read over 'lte. 



Reo'istrars to 
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an the Registrar in tl:e of 
some credible witness, w 10 s I name 
thereto in testimony thereof. 

23. And he ,it.. enasjJed, That every Registrar shall 
make out an account four times ip. every year of. the 
number of births and deaths which he shall have re-
gistered since the last quarterly account, and the Super-
intendent Registrar shall yerifyand sign the same, and 
the clerk and treasmer of the cOlllcil of the town or 
borough in or for which or any part of which he shall be 
:R 3gistrar, or the warden of the ward where such ward 
shaJl not be comprised in and form part of a borough, 
shall on production of the said account so verified and 
signed pay to the said Registrar, out of the monies in his 
hands or power as such clerk and treasurer or ·warden, 
such sums as he shall be entitled to receive on the saicl 
account, according to the following scale, . that is to say, 
for. the first ten entries of births 'and deaths in eYeTY 
yeai; whichne shall have registered, whether the same 
be of births or deaths indiscriminate!y, two shillings and 

one shilling for every subsequent entry 
of births'or deaths in each year, and the said several 
sums shall be charged to the account of the borough or 
ward in which such births or deaths respectively shall 
have occurred: Provided always, that where such Re-
gistrar shall be Registrar of a temporary district, the 
account of such Registrar shall be verified by him on 
oath before any Justice of the Peace, and the allowance 
hereinbefore directed to be made shall be paid to such 
Registrar on the certificate of the Registrar-GeneTal from 
and out of the Oolonial Treasury. 

Ma:riage k 24. And be it enacted, That the Registrar-General 
reO'lster boo S • h f . tobeprovided. shall furms or cause to be urmshed to the rector, or 

/
curate, or officiating of every. chapel, 
or dther place of relIgIOUS WorShIp In thIS Oolony, 
wherein mauiages may lavvfully be solemnized, and also 
to every person whom, the Recording Clerk of the 
Society of Friends, commonly called Quakers, at their 
central office in London shall from time to time certify 
in writing under his hand to the Registrar-General to be 
a registering officer in this Oolony of the said s6ciety, 
and also to every person whom the president for the 
time being of the London Oommittee of Deputies of the 

\ 
\ 
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British Jews, shall from time to time certify in writing 
under his hand to the Registrar-General to be the Sec-. 
retary of a Synagogue in tbis Colony of persons pro-
fessing the Jewish religion, a sufficient number in dupli-
cate of marriage register books, and forms for certified 
copies thereof as hereinafter provided, and fhe cost of all 
such books and forms shall be paid by the churchwardens. 
of the parish or chapell'y out of the monies in their 
hands as such churchwardens, or by the officiating min-
ister, or the registering officer or secretary respectively, 
to whom the same shall be furnished.· 

25. And be it enacted, That every minister of the 
Christian reliO'ion ordained or set apart to the to bEl 

. . t f thO C1 . t· 1" d' t' h kept ill mInIS ry 0 e lrIS Ian re IglOn, accor Ing 0 t e usage duplicate. 
of the persuasion to which he may belong, immediately 
after every marriage solemnized by bim shall register in 
dUl)licate in two of the marriage register books the 

. several particulars relating to that marriage, according to 
the form of tho said Schedule (C); and every such 
registering officer of the Quakers as soon as conveniently 
may be after the solemnization of any marriage between 
two Quakers in the district for which he is registering 
officer; and every such secretary of a synagogue 
immediately after every marriage solemnized between any 
two persons professing the Jewish religion, of whom the 
husband shall belong to the synagogue whereof he is 
secretary, shall register or cause to be registered in 
dup.licate in two of the said marriage register books the 
several particulars relating to that marriage according t9 
the form of the si:l,id Schedule (C); and every such 
registering officer or secretary, whether he shall or shall 
not be present at such marriage, shall satisfy bimself that 
the proceedings in relation thereto have been conformable 
to the usages of the said society, or of the persons 
professing the Jewish religion, as the case may be; and 
every such entry as hereinbefore is mentioned, whether 
made by such minister or by such registering officer or 
secretary respectively as aforesaid, shall be signed by the 
minister or by the said r<;lgistering officer or secretary as 
the case may be, and by the parties married and by two 
witnesses, and shall be made in order from the beginning to 
the end of each book, and the number of the place of entry 
:u each duplicate marriage register book shall be the same. 
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26. And be it enacted, 'l1hai it shall be lawful for 
may ask h .' t . d f . t' ffi named every suc mInIS er, an or every regIS enng 0 eel' of 
the partie,u- the Quakers, and every secretary of a synagogue, to ask 
lars regmred, f tIl t" ' 1 tIlt' 1 h . o e par les marnec 1e severa par leU ars er81n 

requirecl to be registered touching such marriage. 
Certified 27. And be it enacted, That in the months of April, 

of July, October, anel January, on such days as shall from 
and time to time be appointed by the Registrar-General, the 

Registrar of each clistrict shall make and deliver to the 
ly, and tlle SLlperintendent ReO'istrar of the town or ward in which 

books h' I' t "t h 11 bO t 1 bl t' 1 when filled to IS CIS nc s a e, a rue copy, on c ura e ma ena s, 
the Superin- certified by him under his hand accordin 0' to the form of , b . 
Registrar. Schedule D. to this Ordinance annexed, of all the entries 

Duplicates 
and certified 
copies of 
registers of 
marriages to 
be sent to 
Snperinien-
.dent Regis-
tmr, 

of births and deaths in the register book kept by him 
since the last certificate, the first of such certificates to 
be given in the month of April in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-eight, anel to contain all the 
entries made up to that time; and the Superintendent 
Registrar shall verify the same, and if found, to be 
correct, shall certify the same under his hand to be a true 
copy, and if there shall have been no birth or death 
registered since the delivery of the last certificate the 
Registrar shall certify the fact, and such certificate shall 
be clelivered to the Superintend,ent Registrar as aforesaid, 
and countersigned by him; and the Registrar shall keep 
safely each of the said register books until it shall be 
filled, and shall then deliver it to the Superintendent 
Registrar to be kept by him with the records of his 
office: Provided always, that where such Registrar shall 
be the Registrar of a temporary district he shall make 
such copies and certificates as the case may be in manner 
aforesaid, and shall deliver them to the Registrar-
General at the time hereinbefore mentioned. 

28. And be it enacted, r.l'hat every such minister of 
any church, chapel, or other place of religious worship, 
and every such registering officer and secretary, shall, in 
the months of April, July, October, ancl January, respec-
tively, make and deliver to the Superintendent Registrar 
of the town or ward in which such church, chapel, or 
other place of religious worship may be situated, or which 
may be assigned by the Registrar-General to such 
registering officer or' secretary, a true copy, on durable 
materials, certified by him under his hand, of all the 
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entries of marriages in the register book kept by him 
,since the last certificate; the first of such certificates to 
be given in the month of April, in the year one th;usand 
eight hundred and forty-eight, and to contain all the 
entries' made up to that time, and if there shall have 
been no marriage entered therein since the last certificate, 
shall certify the fact under his hand,and shall keep the 
said marriage register books safely until the same shall 
be filled, and one copy of every such register book when 
filled shall be delivered to the Superintendent Registrar 
of the town or ward in which such church, chapel, or 
place of religious worship may b"e situated, or which 
shall have been assigned as aforesaid to such registering 
officer or secretary, and the other copy of every such 
register book kept by any such minister shall remain in 
the keeping of such minister, and the other copy of every 
such register book of marriages among the people called 
Quakers, and among persons professing the .Tewish 
religion, respectively, shall remain under the care of the 
said people or persons, respectively, to be kept with their 
other registers and records, and shall for the purposes 
of this Ordinance be still deemed to be in the keeping of 
the registering officer or secretal'Y for the time being, 
respectively" 

29. And be it enacted, That every Superintendent Superinten_ 
R "t h 11 f t" . I d dent Regis-egIS rar sa, our llues In every year, on suc 1 ays trars to send 
as shall. be therefore named by the Registrar-General, 
send to the Registrar-General all the certified copies of to 
the reO'isters of births deaths and marriages ' which he the 
b, General shall have so received chu'ing the three calendar months " 

next preceding such quarterly days of transmission 
. respectively, and if it shall appear by the interruption of 

the regular progression of numbers, or otherwise that 
the copy of any part of any book has not been duly 
delivered to him he shall procme as far as possible con-
sistently with the provisions of this Ordinance, that the 
same may be remedied and supplied, and every such 
Superintendent Registrar shall be entitled to receive the 
sum of two pence for every entry in such certified copies, 
and every Superintendent Registrar shall make out an 
account four times in every year of the number of entries 
in the certified copies sent to him dming the last quarter, 
and the certified' copies so sent to the general registry 
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office shall be thereafter kept in the said office in such 
Drder and manner as the Registrar-General, under the 
direction of the Governor, shall think fit so that the same 
may he most readily seen and examined, 

SeaTches may 30. And be it -enacted, That every such minister, and 
be made and R' t R' t' Offi d S t h G"l'tificates every egIs rar,egIs eTlng cer, an ecre ary w 0 
given by tre shall have the kee1)ing for the time being of any register 
persons keep _ . J: • ing the book of bIrths, deaths, or marnages shall at all reasonable 
TegisteTs. Ljmes allow searches to _ be made of any register book in 

his keeping, and shall give a copy certified under his 
hand- of _ any entry or entries in the same, on payment of 
the fee hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, the sum of 
one shilling for every search extending over a period not 
more than one year, and sixpence additional, for every 
additional year, and the sum of two shillings and 
sixpence for every single certificate. 

Indexes to be 31. And be it enacted, That every Superintendent 
_ Registrar shall cause indexes of the register books in his 

dent Regis- office to be made and kept with the other recorcH of his 
office, and that every person shall be entitled at all 

allowed. reasonable hours to search the said indexes, and to have 
'a certified copy of any entry or entries in the saiel register 
books under the hand of the Superintendent Registrar 

_ on IJayment of the fees hereinafter n1.entioned, that is to 
say, for every general search the sum of five shillings, 
and for every particular search the sum of one shilling, 
and for every such certified copy the sum of two shillings 
and sixpence.-

Indexes to be 32. And be it enacted, That the Registrar-General 
shall cause indexes of all the said ceTtified copies of the 

Geneml's registers to be made and kept in the general register 
office, and that every person shall be entitled on payment 

lowed, and of the fees hereinafter mentioned to search the said 
be indexes between the hours of ten in the morning 

given. four in the afternoon of every day, except Sundays, 
Christmas Day, New Year's Day, and Good Friday, and 
to have a certified copy of any entry in the saiel certified 
copies of the registers, and for every general search of 
the said indexes shall be paid the sum of twenty shillings, 
and for every particular search the sum of one shilling, 
and for every such certified copy the sum of two shillings 
and sixpence and no more shall be paid to the. Registrar-
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General or such other officer as shall be appointed for 
that purpose on his account. 

33. And be it enacted That the Reo'istrar-G eneral Seal.to be 
, tl provIded £01' shall cause to be made a seal of the said register office, uffic: of 

flnd the ReD'istrar-General shall cause to be sealed or RegIstrar-
LV tl _ General: 
stamped therewith all certified copies of entries given in 
the said office, and all certified copies of entries pur- Certified 

,t' t bId ,t d 'tl tl I f th 'd copies sf-aled par lng a e sea e 01 s ,ampe WI 1 Ie sea 0 e sal bv Regisb'ar-
register office, shall be received as evidence of the birth, General, to be 
death, or marriage to which the same relates without any eVidence. 
further or other proof of such entry, and no certified 
copy purporting to be given in the said office shall be of 
any force or effect which is not sealed or stamped as 
aforesaid. 

34, And be it enacted, That the Registrar-General Fees. 
- shall be and he is hereby authorised to demand and 
receive the several fees in the Schedule H to this 
Ordinance annexed, which fees shall be in lieu of all 
other fees for the same services given by any other 
Ordinance or law now in force. 

35, And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Governormay 
Governor from time to time to cause to be paid from the 
Colonial Treasury such monies as may be required for the monies, for 

f 'th' 0 d' 't ff d the purposes purpose 0 carrymg IS l' Inance In 0 e ec, an every of this Ordi-
sum received under the provisions of this Ordinance by or nance. 
on account of the Registrar-General, shall be accounted 
for and paid by the Registrar-General on the expiration of 
each month into the Oolonial Treasury for,the uses of 
the Oolony, 

36, And be it enacted, That if any person hereby Penalty for 
required or directed to give notice to any Registrar of to 

b ' th f d th t' 'f t' gIve notlCe or any 11' or 0 any ea or 0 gIve any In ornla IOn information. 
when required so to do of any of the particulars 

required to be known and registered touching any 
child born or any person dead, shall omit or refuse so to 
do within the time hereby limited in that behalf, every 
person so offending shall forfeit and pay such sum of ' 
money not exceeding five pounds sterling, as to the con-
victing Justice or Justices shall seem fit; and one moiety 
of such penalty shall be paid to the informer, and the 
other moiety shall be paid to the Oolonial Treasurer for 
the use of the Oolony, 
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37. And be it enacted, That every person who shalf 
wilfully or cause to be made for the purpose of 
being inserted in any register of births, deaths, or 
marriages, any false statement touching _ any of the 
particulars hereby required to be known and registered, 
shall be subject to the same pains and penalties as if he 
were guilty of perjury. 

Penalty for 38. And be it enacted, That person who_ shall 
refuse or without reasonable cause omit to register any 

births, marriage solen;mized by him or which he ought to register, 
and every Registrar who shall refuse or without reason-

or able cause omit to register any birth or death of which 
&c. he shall have had due notice aforesaid, and every 

person having the custody of any register book or certified 
copy thereof, or of any part thereof, who shall carelessly 
lose or injure the same, or carelessly allow the same to be 
injured whilst in his keeping, shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding fifty pounds for every such offence. 

renalty: for 39. And be it enacted, That every person who shall 
or wilfully destroy or injure, or cause to be destroyed or 

registerbooks. injured any such registry book, or any part or certified 
copy of any part thereof, or shall falsely make or 
counterfeit or cause to be falsely made or cOlmterfeited 
any part of any such register book or certified copy 
thereof, or shall wilfully insert or cause to be inserted in 
any register book or certified copy thereof, any false entry 
of allY birth, death; or marriage, or shall wilfully give 
any false certificate, or shall certify any writing to be a 
copy or extract of any register book, knowing _ the same 
to be false in any part -thereof, or shall forge or 
counterfeit the seal of the register office, shall be 
guilty of felony. 

Accidental b 40. Provided always, and be it enacted, That no 
e person charged with th!3 duty of registering any birth, r 

death, or marriage, who shall discover any error to have 
been committed in the form or substance of any such 
entry, shall be therefore liable to any of the penalties 
aforesaid, if within one calendar month next after the dis-
covery of such error in the presence of the parents of the 
child whose birth may have been so registered, or of -the 
parties married, or of two persons attending upon any per-
son in his or her last-illness, whose death may have- been so 
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registered, or in case of the deat.h· or absence Of the 
respective parties aforesaid, then in the presence of the 
Superintendent Registrar and of two credible witnesses, 
who· shall respectively attest the same, he shall correct 
the erroneous entry according to the truth of the case, 
by entry in the margin, without any alteration of the 
original entry, and shall sign the marginal entry, and add 
thereunto the day of the month and year when such 
correction shall be made: Provided also, that in the case 
of a marriage register, he shall make the like marginal 
entry, attested in like manner in the duplicate marriage 
register book, to be made by }rim as aforesaid, and in 
every case shall make the alteration in the certified copy 
of the register book to be made by him as aforesaid, or 
in case such certified copy shall have been already made, 
provided he shall make and deliver in like manner a 
separate and certified copy of the original erroneous 
entry, and of the marginal correction therein made. 

41. And be it enacted, That so much of the said of 
recited OrdertnOouncil, of the seventh day of September, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, as directs lstSeptember, 
th t th d 1· t .. 1 . t f . 1838 repealed. a e up lCa e ongIna regIS er.o every marrIage, ' 
shall within one calendar month from the date thereof, 
be transmitted to the Oolonial Secretary of the Oolony, 
and that all such duplicates shall be filed and· safely 
preserved by him in his office, shall be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

42. And be it enacted, That this Ordinance shall . 
commence and take effect upon and from and after the Ordi-
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-eight. 

Passed in Oouncil this second day of August, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
forty -seven. 

THOMAS F. JOHNSTON, 
Clerk of Council. 
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SOHEDULE A. 
1848 B irt hs in the Ward of 

Name Name and Rank or Signature, I I Baptism,,! 
When Name find Maiden Sur- Prafes;. description. When Signature name. If 

Sex. ard resi- I regis- of added after 
born. if any. name of name of sian of dence of I tered·IRegistrar. regbtration 

Father. Mother. Father. informant. I of Birt". 

7 Jan. James. Boy. William Hebecca Oarpen- 'William 9th John 
Green. Green, tel'. Green, fa- Jan. Oox, 

formerly ther, car- Reg'is-
Jennings. pen-:'er, trar. 

Corynthe 
Estate. 

SOHEDULE B. 
1848 in the Ward q/ 

Name I I Signature, .1 Signa.we 
When and Sex. I Age. 

Rank or Oause of, description and When of 
died. Surname Death. I of regiBtereil.\ Regh5trar. In ormant. 

SOHEDULE O. 
Mm'rirtges solemnized at the in 

Names Residence After Oonsent by 
When and Age. Oondition. Rank or :-.t the Banns or whom given, 

married. Surnames. _Prof(>ssion. time of License. 01' by Judge's 
marl'iage. order. 

SCHEDULE D. 
I Registrar of Births and Deaths in the 

subdivision in the ward of do hereby 
certify that this is a true copy of the Registrar's book of births 
(or deaths) within the said lJistrict from the entry of the birth 
(or death) of No. 1-. - to the entry of the 
birth (or d.eath) or No. 34 

Witness my hand this day of 184 

-
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SOHEDULE E. 
I 

subdivision 
Registrar 01 Births and Deaths in the 

in the ward do hereby 
certifv that the cleath 01 
bv me on the day 01 

day 01 

was duly registered 
184 Witness 

my hand this 184 
Regi.strar. 

SOHEDULE F. 
I Ooroner for the do 

hereby order the burial 01 the Body now shown to me as the bod_y 
01 

Witness my hand this . day 01 184 
Goroner. 

SOHEDULE G. 
Rector 01 do hereby certify 

that I baptized by the names of 
a male child by as the son 
01 . and declared by the 
said to have been all 
the day 01 . 

"Witness my hand this clay of . " ____ 
A. n., Reotor. 

SOHEDULE H. 
f!cheilule of Fees. 

For every general search not directed to any particular 
entry . • 

For every search for a particular entry . 
For every search lor two or more particular entries 

and not exceeding four ent.ries each . 
For every search lor any number 01 particular entries 

exceeding four. .. 
For every certified copy 01 any entry. 

£ s. if. 

042 
021 

o 1 Ok 

042 
021 

The foregoing Ordinance was duly proclaimed in Port 
of Spain, this tenth day of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty -seven. 

A. OLOGSTOUN, 
JJfarsfi.al. 


