
1st Session Third Parliament Trinidad and Tobago 

21 Elizabeth II 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act Nos 37 of 1972 

[L.S.] 

AN ACT to provide for the establishment and operation of 
the Authority for the development of the North-West 
Peninsula in the interest of the People of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

[Assented to 9th December, 1972] 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by Enactment 

and with the advice and consent of the Senate and House 
of Representatives of Trinidad and Tobago, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Chaguaramas Develop- Short title 

ment Authority Act, 1972. 
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2. (1) In this Act-
"Authority" means the Chaguaramas Develop­

ment Authority established under section 3; 
"company" means a body corporate, an unin­

corporated association and a partnership; 
"development" and "development plan" have the 

meanings respectively assigned to those ex­
pressions under the Town and Country Plan-
ning Ordinance, 1960; . 

"Minister" means the member of the Cabinet to 
whom responsibility for the development of 
the North-West Peninsula is assigned; 

"North-West Peninsula" means, subject to sub­
section (2), that part of the Island of Trinidad 
described in the Schedule; 

"person" includes a company; 
"regulations" means regulations made under this 

Act. 

(2) The Governor-General may by Order from time 
to time amend the Schedule. 

3. (1) There is hereby established a body corporate to 
be known as the Chaguaramas Development Authority, 
whiCh shall consist of a Chairman and such number of 
other members as the Governor-General may from time 
to time determine. 

(2) The Governor-General shall appoint as Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman and other members of the Authority 
persons who are fit and proper for carrying out the objec­
tives of this Act by reason of their qualifications and 
expenence. 

(3) A member of the Authority shall hold office for 
such period as is specified in his instrument of appointment 
but shall be eligible for :L'e-appointment. 

(4) Where for any reason the Chairman is unable to 
carry out his functions under this Act, the Deputy Chair­
man may act in his place until the Chairman is again able 
to carrY out such functions or until another person is 
appointed as Chairman. 
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(5) Where a member other than the Chairman is 
granted leave of absence in accordance with subsection (7) 
or is otherwise unable to perform the functions of his office, 
the Governor-General may appoint some other person to 
act as temporary member during such absence or inability. 

(6) A member of the Authority may at any time 
resign his office by instrument in writing addressed to the 
Chairman who shall cause it to be forwarded to the Minister 
:md the Chairman may resign his office by instrument in 
writing addressed to the Minister. Resignation shall take 
effect on the date of the receipt of the instrument by the 
Chairman or the Minister as the case may be. 

(7) The Minister may, on the application of a mem­
ber of the Authority grant such member leave of absence 
for a period not exceeding six months. 

(8) Notwithstanding subsection (3) the Governor­
General may in his absolute discretion revoke the appoint­
ment of a member. 

(9) The name of all the members of the Authority as 
first constituted and every change in the membership 
thereof shall be published in the Gazette. 

4. The Chairman, Deputy Chairman and other mem- Remuneration 

bers of the Authority shall be paid such remuneration and of members 

allowances as may be determined by the Governor-
General. 

5. (1) The Authority shall have a seal, which shall be Custody and 
k . th d·th f th Ch· D t use of seal ept III e custo y el er 0 e aIrman or epu y 
Chairman or of the Secretary, as the Authority may deter-
mine, and may be affixed to instruments pursuant to its 
Standing Orders made by the Authority under section 6(6) 
or to a resolution of the Authority, in the presence of the 
Chairman or Deputy Chairman and of one other member, 
and the Secretary. 

(2) The seal of the Authority shall be attested by the 
signatures of the Chairman or Deputy Chairman and the 
Secretary. 

(3) All documents, other than those required by law 
to be under seal, made by, and all decisions of, the 
Authority may be signified under the hand of the Chair­
man or Deputy Chairman or the Secretary. 
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(4) Service upon the Authority of any notice, orders, 
or other document shall be effected by delivering the same 
or by sending it by registered post addressed to the Secre­
tary at the office of the Authority. 

6. (1) The Authority shall meet at least once in each 
month and at such other times as may be necessary for the 
efficient performance of its functions. 

(2) The Chairman may at any time call a special 
meeting of the Authority and shall call such a meeting 
within seven days of the receipt by him of a request in 
writing addressed to him by any member of the Authority. 

(3) The Chairman or in his absence the Deputy 
Chairman, shall preside at all meetings of the Authority. 

(4) The quorum of the Authority shall consist of the 
Chairman or in his absence the Deputy Chairma!l and 
three other members. 

(5) Decisions of the Authority shall be adopted by 
a majority of the votes and in any case in which the voting 
is equal, the Chairman or Deputy Chairman presiding at 
the meeting shall in addition to an original vote have a 
casting vote. 

(6) Subject to this section, the Authority may by 
Standing Orders regulate its own proceedings. 

7. (1) A member of the Authority who is in any way, 
whether directly or indirectly, interested in a contract or 
proposed contract with the Authority or in any other matter 
whatsoever in which the Authority is concerned, shall 
declare the nature of his interest at the first meeting of 
the Authority at which he is present after the relevant facts 
have come to his knowledge. 

(2) A member shall not take part in any deliberation 
or decision of the Authority with respect to any transaction, 
with the Authority or any other matter with which the 
Authority is concerned in which he has whether directly 
or indirectly any interest. 

(3) For the purposes of this Act a member of the 
Authority shall be deemed to have an interest in a transac­
tion if he is a member of a COmpany or is in the employ­
ment of or employed by a person" or a company or is 
married to a person who transacts or proposes to transact 
or undertakes to execute or carry out any works or ser­
vices which is the subject of consideration by the Authority. 
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(4) A member who fails to comply with the provi­
sions of this section is guilty of an offence and is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of one thousand dollars unless 
he proves that he did not know that a contract, proposed 
contract or other matter in which he had a pecuniary 
interest was the subject of consideration at the meeting. 

(5) A disclosure under subsection (1) shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the Authority. 

8. (1) The Authority may appoint at such remunera- Power to 
tion and on such terms and conditions as it thinks fit a ~~~oy and 

general manager, a secretary and such other officers and 
employees as it considers necessary or appropriate for the 
efficient performance of its functions. 

(2) An annual salary in a sum which is equivalent 
to or exceeds eighteen thousand dollars shall not be 
assigned to any post in the Authority without the approval 
of the Minister. 

(3) The Authority may provide out of its funds and 
make such arrangements for the training of any of its 
officers or employees or other persons as it may deem 
expedient for the efficient conduct of the business of the 
Authority. 

(4) Nothing contained in the Pensions Extension 
Ordinance shall apply or be deemed to apply· to officers Ord. 34-1961 

and employees appointed by the Authority under sub-
section (1). 
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9. There shall be appointed by the Governor-General a Governo.r-General 
h · I' . f bl' ffi 'f th to appomt tec mca adVISOry commIttee 0 pu IC 0 cers or e technical advisory 

purpose of advising the Authority in matters relating to committee 
the performance of its functions and the exercise of its 
powers. 

10. The Authority shall within a period of three years of Establish~ent 
. bl' h t b I fi d b th M" t of a PenslOn ItS esta IS men, y ru es con rme y e Ims er, Scheme 
provide for the establishment and maintenance of a Pen-
sion Scheme for the benefit of the officers and employees 
of the Authority and officers transferred to it or transferred 
on secondment. 
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11. Without prejudice to the generality of section 10, the 
Pension Scheme may enable the Authority to-

(a) grant gratuities, pensions or superannuation 
allowances to, or to the widows, families or 
dependants of, their employees; 

(b) establish contributory superannuation 
schemes, and establish and contribute to 
superannuation funds for the benefit of their 
employees; 

(c) enter into and carry into effect agreements 
with any insurance company or other 
association or company for securing to any 
such employee, widow, family or dependant 
such gratuities, pensions or allowances as are 
by this section authorised to be granted; 

(d) give donations or subscriptions to charitable 
institutions, sick funds, benevolent funds and 
other objects calculated to benefit their 
employees. 

12. (1) An officer in the public service may be trans­
ferred to the service of the Authority and upon such 
transfer shall participate in any superannuation scheme 
established by the Authority; and an officer in the service 
of the Authority may be transferred to the Ptlblic?ervice. 

, (2) A transfer described in subsection (1) shall be 
: on such terms as may be acceptable to the Govemor­
! General, the Authority and the officer concerned and the 

pension or superannuation rights accruing to the officer at 
I the time of his transfer shall be preserved in the manner 

: i provided by regulations made by the Governor-General 
,I in that behalf. 

13. (1) Subject to subsection (2) an officer in the public 
service may with the approval of the Minister and the 
appropriate Service Commission be transferred on second­
ment to the service of the Authority and an officer in the 
service of the Authority may with the like approval, be 
transferred on secondment to the public service. 
. (2) Where a transfer on secondment contemplated 
by subsection (1) is effected the Governor-General or the 
Authority as the case may be shall make such arrange­
ments as may be necessary to preserve the rights of the 
officer so transferred to any pension, gratuity or other 

~ I , 
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nir,c'''-''''cir therein; 

assignments or re­
to enter into contracts; 

any reservation, restric-
condition it may impose, to sell, 

mortgage or otherwise 
deal with all property that 

being be vested in or have 

generality of the fore-
the Authority may, the 

(a) and maintain roads, con-
buildings, and carry out 

building and engineering opera­
as may be necessary or desirable; 

(b) provide and maintain car parks, piers, public 
parks or gardens and other public amenities; 

on business or other activity 
alone or jointly any other per-

that is conducive to the 

and enter into such ar-
as are considered 

its functions. 
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(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section 
but subject to section 16 nothing in this Act shall be con­
strued so as to permit or empower the Authority with 
respect to any land in the North-West Peninsula (the 
subject matter of a Vesting Order) to alienate the freehold 
or grant leases for a term of more than thirty years with an 
option for a further term not exceeding thirty years, except 
with the consent of the Governor-General. 

15. (1) In the performance of its functions and the exer­
cise of its powers the Authority shall act in accordance with 
any special or general directions of the Minister but save 
as herein provided shall be subject to the control of no other 
person or authority. 

(2) In the formulation of policy the Minister shall 
be assisted by a policy advisory committee appointed for 
the purpose by the Governor-General from other members 
of Cabinet and appropriate public officers. 

16. (1) Where a development plan respecting the N orth­
West Peninsula or any part thereof comes into force in 
accordance with the provisions of Part II of the Town and 
Country Planning Ordinance, 1960, the Governor-General 
may make a Vesting Order transferring to and vesting in 
the Authority all or any part of the land to which such 
development plan relates, and thereupon-

(a) all land and other property of every kind, 
including things in action, vested or deemed 
to be vested immediately before the com­
mencement of the Order in the Crown' in 
right of its Government of Trinidad and 
Tobago shall by virtue of this Act, and with·· 
out further assurance be transferred to, and 
shall vest in, the Authority; and 

(b) all the rights, privileges and advantages 
and all the liabilities and obligations other 
than those of an international nature that 
immediately before the commencement of 
the Order, the Government was entitled or 
subject to, as the case may be, shall be trans­
ferred to, and conferred or imposed upon, 
the Authority for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) No transfer or vesting effected by a Vesting 
Order shall-

(a) give rise to any forfeiture; or 
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(b) invalidate or discharge any contract or 
security. 

(3) The Governor-General may by Order divest the 
Authority of any land vested in the Authority by virtue 
of a Vesting Order made under subsection (1) and there­
upon the land to which the order relates shall re-vest in 
the Crown in right of its Government of Trinidad and 
Tobago subject to any rights or interests accruing to third 
parties from any disposition or other dealing in the land 
by the Authority. 

(4) Any order made under this section shall be 
published in the Gazette. 
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17, (1) Without prejudice to the generality of section 16, SUPIllementary 

th ff V · 0 d d th- 1 d h prOVISIons as to e e ect of a esting r er as regar sean t ereby Vesting Orders 

transferred shall be that on and from the commencement 
of the Order-

(a) every existing contract or security to which 
the Government was a party shall be con­
strued and have effect as if-

(i) the Authority had been a party 
thereto instead of the Government; 

(ii) for any references (however worded 
whether express or implied) to the 
Government there was substituted, 
as respects anything falling to be 
done on or after the commencement 
of the Order, a reference to the 
Authority; 

(b) any judgment or award obtained by or 
against the Government not fully satisfied 
before the commencement of the Order is 
enforceable by or against the Authority. 

(2) Nothing in the Stamp Duty Ordinance shan Ch_ 33. No. <4 

apply in relation to any land on the occasion of its vesting 
in the Authority by virtue of a Vesting Order under 
section 16. 

(3) In this section and in section 16 "security" in­
cludes a mortgage or charge (whether legal or equitable). 

( ) A d· "ti' f 1 d b th A th 't h 11 Conditions as 18. 1 ny ISPOSI on 0 an y e u on y s a to dispositions 

be subject to the terms and conditions of any development of land 

plan and development order relating to such land. 
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(2) Upon making a disposition of any land. the 
subject of a Vesting Order under section 16,- the Authority 
may attach such terms and conditions as it deems proper 
in order to ensure-

(a) the carrying out of the terms and conditions 
of the development plan and development 
order relating to such land; 

(b) in addition to the requirements of any 
regulations relating thereto, the maintenance 
of such general standards of the whole- or any 
part of such land as it thinks fit to impose. 

(3) A purchaser of land, the subj ect of a Vesting 
Order under section 16, shall, in addition to any covenants 
or conditions imposed in the Crown grant or licence, con~ 
veyance, lease or other assurance by which he holds; be 
subject to any rules and regulations as to the maintenance 
of general standards of the whole or any part of such 
land. 

(4) In subsection (3) "purchaser" means a person 
who holds an interest or a charge on any land, the subject 
of a Vesting Order under section 16 by way of a Crown 
grant or licence, conveyance, lease or other assurance 
before the Vesting Order was made. 

19. (1) Where the removal or alteration of any works 
or apparatus belonging to any public utility on, under or 
over any land vested in the Authority or on, under or over 
any road running through, over or adjoining such land is, 
in the opinion of the Authority, necessary for the purpose 
of effecting the efficient performance of its functions, the 
Authority shall have the power to effect such removal or 
alteration subject to and in accordance with the provisions 
of this section. 

(2) The Authority shall serve on the public utility 
notice of its intention to remove or alter such works or 
apparatus with particulars of the operations it proposes to 
undertake in connection therewith and the manner in 
which such operations are to be executed and with plans 
thereof and shall not commence such operationsllntil the 
expiration of twenty-eight days after the date uf service 
of the notice. 
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(3) \Vithin the period of twenty-eight days referred 
to in subsection (2) the public utility may in writing-

(a) object to the execution of the proposed opera­
tions on the ground that they are not neces­
sary or that the maintenance of the works or 
apparatus in its existing state is essential to 
the operations of the public utility; or 

(b) state requirements to which effect ought to be 
given as to the manner of the execution of 
the proposed operations or as to the under­
taking of other operations for the protection 
of other works and apparatus of the public 
utility or as to the provision in a manner 
satisfactory to the public utility of substitute 
works or apparatus of comparable usefulness. 

(4) The Authority shaH have power with the prior 
approval of the Minister, to implement any requirement 
made by a public utility under paragraph (b) of subsec­
tion (3) and to incur expenditure for that purpose. Where 
the Authority-

(a) considers that notwithstanding any objection 
made under paragraph (a) of subsection (3) 
that the proposed operations ought to be 
executed; or 

(b) refuses or is refused approval to implement 
any requirement made as aforesaid, 

then the proposed operations shall not be executed but the 
matter shall be determined subject to subsection (5) be­
tween the Authority and the public utility. 

(5) Where a public utility is established by statute, 
the determination referred to in subsection (4) shan be 
between the Authority and the member of the Cabinet 
responsible for the administration of the statute under 
which the public utility operates. 

(6) Where a public utility suffers loss bv reason of 
any operations executed by the Authority under this sec­
tion (including loss attributable either to an increase in 
the cost of operating any works or apparatus or to any 
loss of income arising during or as a result of the execution 
of any such operations) and such loss is not made good 
by the provision of substitute works or apparatus, the 
Authority shall pay adequate compensation to the public 
utility. 
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this section shall 
period of seven 
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the subject of the shaH thereupon be extinguished' 

subject section 30, private rights 
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21, (1) A person who is in possession or occupation of 
any land the subject of a vesting order under this Act, other­
wise than with the consent of the Authority, is guilty of an 
offence and liable on summary conviction to imprisonment 
for years. -

(2) Upon the recording a conviction under this 
section the magistrate shall make an order for putting the 
person convicted out possession the land and for 
delivery of possession thereof and the 
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Authority may by its servants or agents take possession 
thereof without further process. 

22, The funds and resources of the Authority shall Funds and 
, resources 

conSIst of- of the 

(a) such amounts as may be appropriated there- Authority 

for by Parliament; 
(b) all sums from time to time received by the 

Authority in respect of purchase price, pre­
miums and rents and other rates and charges 
for the use of property; income on invest­
ments, fees commissions and interest; 

(c) sums borrowed by the Authority for the pur­
pose of meeting any of its obligations or dis­
charging any of its functions; and 

(d) all other sums or property that may in any 
manner become payable to or vested in the 
Authority in respect of any matter incidental 
to its powers and duties. 

23. (1) The initial expenditure incurred in the perform- Initiald't . f . expen lure 
ance of any of the functions 0 the Authonty before the and advances 

making of a Vesting Order under section 16 shall be de-
frayed out of moneys appropriated by Parliament. 

(2) Temporary insufficiency in the assets of the fund 
shall be met from moneys appropriated by Parliament 

(3) An moneys appropriated by Parliament shall be 
repaid by the Authority as soon as may be practicable. 

24. (1) Any document requiring to be executed by the Execution of 
, documents 

Authonty shall be deemed to be duly executed-
(a) if signed by the Chairman and the Secretary; 

or 
(b) if signed, whether within or without Trinidad 

and Tobago by a person or persons authorised 
by resolution of the Authority so to sign, but 
in such case an extract of the resolution certi­
fied by the Chairman and the Secretary shall 
be attached to and form part of the document. 

(2) Any cheque, bill of exchange or order for the 
payment of money required to be executed by the 
Authority shall be deemed to be duly executed if signed by 
a person or persons authorised by this Act or by resolution 
of the Authority. 

25, The Authority shall make an annual report of its Annual report 

proceedings to the Minister which shall be laid before of Authonty 

Parliament. 
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26. (1) The Authority may from time to time with the 
approval of the Governor-General borrow, secure or raise 
money by the issue of debentures or debenture stock or 
other security on the security of its assets for all or any of 
the following purposes-

(a) the performance of its functions and exercise 
of its powers under this Act; 

(b) the redemption of any debenture or debenture 
stock or other security that the Authority is 
required or entitled to redeem; 

(c) any other expenses properly chargeable to 
capital account. 

(2) The Authority may from time to time borrow by 
way of overdraft or unsecured borrowings for periods not 
exceeding twelve months such sums as may be required 
for meeting its obligations and the discharge of its functions 
under this Act, proyided that the Authority shall not exceed 
any limits of borrowing under this subsection that are im­
posed from time to time by the Minister of Finance. 

27. (1) The Authority shall so perform its functions and 
exercise its powers, so as to generate surpluses and ensure 
that its revenues are not less than sufficient to defray the 
following charges-

(a) the remuneration, fees and allowances of the 
members of the Authority or of any com­
mittee thereof; 

(b) the salaries, fees and remuneration of the 
officers and employees and technical and 
other advisers of the Authority; 

(c) working and establishment expenses and e~­
penditure on or provision for the develop­
ment of the North-West Peninsula, the 
maintenance of the property and works of 
the Authority, and the discharge of any 
functions of the Authority properly charge­
able to revenue account; 

(d) compensation payable by the Authority; 
(e) interest on any debenture, debenture stock or 

other security issued, and on any loan raised 
by, the Authority; 

(f) any other expenditure authorised by the 
Authority and properly chargeable to revenue 
account. 
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(2) The balance of the revenue of the Authority shall 
subject to subsection (1) be deposited in the Central Bank 
and become part of the Consolidated Fund. 

28. The Minister may make regulations for the purpose Regul~~ions 
f . tho A' ff d b h by MInIster o carrymg IS ct mto e ect an may y suc 

regulations- . 
(a) specify requirements for the laying out and 

development of any area in the North-West 
Peninsula; 

(b) impose restrictions on the use of any land the 
subj ect of a Vesting Order under section 16; 

(c) prescribe anything required or authorised to 
be prescrib~d. 
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29. (1) All decisions, orders and rules relating to the Accoun.ting of 

financial operations of the Authority, shall be made by Authonty 

resolution of the Authority at a meeting thereof and shall 
be recorded in the minutes of the Authority. 

(2) The accounts of the Authority shall be audited 
by the Auditor General in accordance with the provisions 
of the Exchequer and Audit Ordinance, 1959. ~:~·9~~t 20 

(3) After the end of each financial year the 
Authority shall as soon as its accounts have been audited 
cause a copy of the statement of accounts to be submitted 
to the Minister together with a copy of any report made 
by the Auditor General on that statement or on the 
accounts of the Authority. 

(4) The Minister shall cause a copy of every such 
statement and report to be laid before Parliament. 

30. For the purpose of regulating and controlling its fUI~s I;>y 
financial operations the Authority may with the approval ut onty 

of the Minister make rules in respect of-
(a) the manner in which and the officers by 

whom payments are to be approved; 
(b) the bank into which moneys of the Authority 

are to be paid, the designation of any 
account with such bank; 

(c) the appointment of a member of the Authority 
or an officer of the Authority to counter­
sign cheques on behalf of the Chairman or 
in the absence of the Chairman; 

(d) the sum to be retained by the accounts 
officer to meet petty disbursements and 
immediate payments and the maximum sum 
that may be so disbursed for anyone 
payment; 
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High Court to 
determine 
compensation 

(e) the method to be adopted in making pay­
ments out of the funds of the Authority; and 

(f) generally as to all matters necessary for the 
proper keeping and control of the finances 
of the Authority. 

31. Any question as to the right of any person to receive 
compensation under this Act or to the amount thereof 
shall, failing agreement between the Authority and such 
person, be determined by the High Court upon applica­
tion being made to that Court for the purpose. 
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SCHEDULE 

THE NORTH-WEST PENINSULA 

1. (1) All that land situate in the north-western part of the Island 
of Trinidad in the Ward of Diego Martin in the County of St. George 
and bounded as follows:-

North by the Caribbean Sea, from the point whose 
co-ordinates are North 1188 097 m. and East 653 
395 m., approximately two miles East of Macqueripe 
Bay, to Entrada Point, at the entrance of the Boca 
de Monos (commonly known as the First Boca); 

West by the Boca de Monos, from Entrada Point, to 
Delgada Point, sometimes known as Canning's Point; 

South by the Gulf of Paria, from Delgada Point, to 
the point whose co-ordinates are North 1181 332 m. 
and East 653 405 m., approximately 15 feet West 
of the pier of the Bauxite Transfer Station at Carenage; 

East by a line starting at the above mentioned point North 
1181 332 m. and East 653 405 m. and continuing 
for a distance of approximately 6.1 miles in more or 
less a northerly direction along the ridge that separates 
the Diego Martin Valley from the Tucker Valley and 
through the peaks known as Marne Distree, Marne 
Jean and Marne Pierre back to the point whose co­
ordinates are North 1188 097 m. East 653 395 m., 

save and except those areas therein occupied by the Trinidad Omega 
Station and the Associated Monitor Site and the area extending north­
ward and westward from Piers 1 and 2 in Carenage Bay, more 
particularly shown as Nl, N2, and N3 respectively in the plan referred 
to hereunder. 

(2) This area is more particularly shown as delineated on a 
plan filed in the vault of the Surveys Department, Red House, as PG 97. 

2. The off-shore Islands of Gaspar Grande, Gasparillo, Monos, 
Huevos and Chacachacare. 

3. The waters of all bays along the coasts of the area up to 
baselines connecting the furthermost points of the projection of land 
encircling the bays . 

. Passed in the House of Representatives this 20th day of 

October, 1972. 
J.E. CARTER 

Acting Clerk of the House 

Passed in the Senate this 24th day of October, 1972. 

R. L. GRIFFITH 
Acting Clerk of the< Senate 

GOVERNMENT PRINTERY, TRINIDAD, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO- 1974 

!) .' 
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