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AN ORDINANCE to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to Offences against the Person. 

[3rd April, 1925.] 

BE it enacted by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows :-
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Offences against Short title. 

the Person Ordinance, 1925. 

2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise rntcrprc· 
requires, the expression " Constable " means any rnem&ler totlon. 

of the Constabulary Force, and includes any Rural, 
Estate, City, or Borough constable. 

3. Whosoever shall do or commit any act or acts which Rule of . 
if done or committed in England would amount to or construction. 

constitute the offence of murder, manslaughter, buggery, 
or rape, shall be deemed guilty of murder, manslaughter, 
buggery, or rape, as the case may be; and every offence 
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Murder. 

Cort~pirlng 
or st>liciting 
to commit 
munlcr. 

1\fnn· 
sluugl1tar. 

J!xcusabln 
homicide. 

mentioned in this Ordinance which would be a felony or 
misdemeanor according to the law of England shall be and 
be deemed to be a Ielony or misdemeanor, as the case may 
be, in the Colony. 

Homic·ide. 
4. -(1) Every person con,vic ted of murder shall suffer 

death as a felon. 
(2) Every accessory after the fact to murder shall be 

liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding four 
ycnrs, with or without hard labour. 

5. All persons who shall conspin!, confederate, and agree 
to murder any person, whether he be a subject of His 
"i\lajcsty or not, and \vhethcr he be within the l<ing's 
dominions or not, and whosoever sha ll solicit, encourage, 
persuade. or endeavour to persuade, or shall propose to any 
person to murder any other person, whether he be a subject 
of His 1\fajesty or not, and whether he be within the King's 
dominions or not, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding seven years, with or \vi thou t 
hard labour. 

6. \Vhos.ocver shall be convicted of manslaughter shall 
be liable to be imprisoned for life or for any term of years, 
with or without hard labour, or to pay such fine as the 
Com:t shall award. 

'i. No punishment shall be incurred by any person who 
shr'.ll kill another by misfortune or in his own defence, or in 
any other manner without felony. 

~lurdcr. &c., 8. \Vhere anv IJerson , beine- feloniously stricken, poisoned, 
where hurt J ..., 
abrc,ncl mul or otherwise hurt upon the sea, or at any place out of the 
death in Colony, shall die of such stroke, IJO isoning, or hurt in the 
Colouy, or 
vic. rfl·~c l. Colony, or, being feloniously stricken, poisoned, or otherwise 

hurt in the Colony, shC~. ll die of such stroke, poisoning, orhUit 
upon these~ .• or at any plC~.ce out of the Colony, e\·ery offence 
committed in respect of any such case, whether the same 
sh?. ll amount to the offence of murder or of manslaughter, 
or o£ being Cl.cccssory to murder or mans1C~.ug11ter, may be 
de~ lt with, inquired of, tried, determined, and punished in 
the Colony in the same m<mner in all respects :-t.s if such 
offence had been wholly committed in the Colony. 
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Attempts to mnrder. 
9. \Vhosoe,·er shall administer to or cause to be Admini5tcr­

aclministcred to _or to .be taken by any person any poison ~~~gJri~;:o'· 
or other destructive thmg, or shall by any means whatsoever with intent 
wound or cause any g-rie\·ous bodily harm to any person, with to murder. 

intent in any of the cases aforesaid to commit murder , shall be 
guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof !:hall be liable 
to be imprisoned for life or for any term of years, with or 
without hard labour. 

10
1
• ~~'hosobevter, by 

1
thell edxplosion ofdgunpowder obr .o1clt~er ~;i~~~~i,~fth explOSIVe su s ance, s 1a estroy or .amage any u1 mg gunpowder 

witb intent to commit murder, shall be guilty of felony, and with intent 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned to murder. 

for life or for any term of years, with or without hard 
labour. 

11. vVhosoever shall set fire to any ship or vessel or any Sc ttiog !ire 

part thereof, or any part of the tackle, apparel, or furniture f,~t~~tt~vith 
thereof, or any goods or chattels being therein, or shall cast murde r. 

away or destroy any ship or vessel, with in tent in any of 
such cases to commit murder; shall be guilty of felony, and 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for life or for any term of years, with o.r without hard labour. 

12. vVhosoever shall attempt to administer to or shall Attcml?~R 
attempt to cause t? be administered to ?r to ~e taken by :,C:,~~~ISter 
any person any polson or other destructive thmg, or shall shootin~t or 

shoot at any person, or shaH, by drawing a trigger or in any f~t~~~\~ng 
other manner, attempt to discharge any kind of loaded _&c., witt; 

a.nns at any person, or shall attempt to drown, suffocate, or :;:~~~~~o 
strangle any person, with intent in any of the cases a fore-
said to commit murder, shall, whether any bodily injury be 
effected or not, be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for life or for any 
term of years, with or without hard la hour. 

13. Whosoever shall, by any mec>ns other thc:>n those By any other 

specified in c:>ny of the preceding sections of this Ordinance, ~~~::,Sptio 
attempt to commit murder, shall be guilty of felony, and to commits 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned murder. 

for life or for any term of years, with or without hard labour. 
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Letters threatening to ·nmrder. 

14. \Vhosoever shall maliciously send, deliver, or utter, 
or directly or indirectly cause to be received, knowing the 
contents thereof, any letter or writing tlu·eatening to ldll 
or murder any person, shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding seven years, with or without hard labour. 

Acts ca1esing or tend£1tg to came danger to life or bodily harm. 

Impeding "' 15. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously prevent 
person en- . d b . b d f h . . d denvouring or tmpe e a ny person, emg on oar o or avmg qmtte 
to snve him- any ship or vessel which shall be in distress, or wrecked, 
sci£ (rom t d d sh · · hi d hi lif shipwreck. s ran e , or cast on ore, In s en ea vour to save s e, 

or shall unlawfully and maliciously prevent or impede any 
person in his endeavour to save the llie of any such person 
as in this section first aforesaid, shall be guilty of felony, 
ana being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding seven years, with or without 
hard labour. 

Shootingor 16. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously by any 
~~~~:'f~~nt means whatsoever wound or cause any grievous bodily harm 
to. do to any person, or shoot at any person, or by drt:~wing a 
~~~~~nm1 • trigger, or in any other manner, attempt to discharge any 

kind Qf loaded arms at any person, with intent in any of the 
cases aforesaid to maim, disfigure, or disa bJe any person, or 
to do some other grievous bodily harm to any person, or 
with intent to resist or prevent the lawful apprehension or 
detainer of any person, shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned, for any 
term not exceeding fifteen years, with or without hard 
labour. 

wh:~t shnll 17. Any gun, pistol, or other arms which shall be loaded in 
~~:J~J~t~s. the barrel with gunpowder or any other e~rplosive s~bstance, 

and ball , shot, slug, or other destructive matenal, shall 
be deemed to be loaded arms within the meaning of this 
Ordinance, although the attempt to discharge the same may 
fail from want of proper priming or from any other cause. 
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18. \Vhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously wound In!lictint:: 

o~t.linflic~thany gri~thvous bodily harm up~n any other phcr
1
s
1
obn, ~~~~:~~~~ 

et 1er w1 or Wl out any weapon or mstrument , s a c weapon. 

guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall 
be liable to be impriscned for any tenn not exceeding five 
years, with or without hard labour. 

19. Whosoever shall, by any means whatsoever, attempt ALlemptin.~: 
to choke, suffocate, or sb·angle any other person, or shall, 

1
tochodkc,&c., 

1 I d 1 n or cr to 
by any means ca cu ate to choke, suffocate, or stJ:ang e, commit any 
attempt to render any other person insensible, unconscious, indictable 

. bl f . ta . 1 . . f 1 offence. or mcapa c o rests nee, wit 1 mtent m any o sue 1 cases 
thereby to enable himself or any other person to commit, 
or with intent in any of such cases thereby to assist anv 
other person in committing, any indictable offence, sha il 
be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall b e 
liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding fifteen 
years, with or without lurd labour. 

20. 'Whosoever shall unlawfully apply or administer to, Usingchloro· 

or cause to be taken by, or attempt to apply or administer ~~1r;b·· ~-·t 
to, or attempt to caUEe to be administered to or taken by, to co:!m~ 
any person, any chloroform, laudanum, or other s tupefying o!!encc. 

or overpowering drug, matter, or thing, with intent in any 
of such cases thereby to enable himself or any olhl!r person 
to commit, or wilb intent in any of such cases thereby to 
assist any other person in committing, any indictable 
offence, sha ll be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
fifteen years, with or without hard labour. 

21. vVhosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously adminisler Administer· 
to or cause to be administered to or taken by c.ny ing pcdsonso 

I . l d t' . as to ondau-ot 1er person any p01son or ot 1cr estruc w e or noxtous gc,· llfll or 

thing so as thereby to endanger the life of such person in~lir:t 
or so' as thereby to inflict upon such person any grievou~ ~~~u~u~ann. 
bodily harm, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding fifteen years, with or without hard labow·. 

22. Whosoever shall unlawfullyandmaliciously administer Administer­

to or cause to be administered to or taken by any other i:g po~~· 
person any poison or other destructive or noxious thing, in·~~t~o 
with intent to injure, aggrieve, or annoy such person, injure or 

annoy. 

J. 
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shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding five years, with m.· without ha:rdlab~m. 

23, If, upon the trial of any person for any felony in 
section 21 of this Ordinance mentioned, the jmy shall not 
be satisfied that such person is guilty thereof, but sh?.ll be 
£2.tisfied th2.t he is guilty of any misdemeanor in section 22 
mentioned, then and in every such case the jury may acquit 
the accused of such felony, and find him guilty of such 
misdemeanor, and thereupon he shall be liable to be 
punished in the same manner as if convicted upon an 
indictment for such misdemeanor. 

~ot provid- 24. Vlhosoevcr, being legcJly liable, either as a mnster or 
1 ~1g a.pJ~ren- mistress,, to provide for any apprentice or servant necessary 
!~~~~~~with food, clothing, or lodging, shall wilfully and without lawful 
food, &c... excuse refuse or neglect to provide the same or shall 
whereby h fc · • ' 
endangered. unlawfully and maltc10usly do or c2.use to be done any 

bodily hmm to any such apprentice o:· servant, so that the 
life of such apprentice or servan t shall be endangered, or 
the health of such apprentice or seJ:vant shaH have been or 
shall be likely to be permanently injured, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be liable 
~o be imprisoned for any term not exceeding five years, 
with or without hard labour. 

Exposing 25. vVhosoever shall unlawfully abandon or expose any 
c~Jdr~n 1il child, being under the age of two yeaTs, whereby the life of 
~~de.;~8?rcd.e such child shall be endangered, or the health of such child 

Causing 
bodily 
injury by 
explosive 
substance. 

shall have been or shall be likely to be permanently injured, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof sball be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding five years, with or without hard labom·. 

26. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously, b~y the 
explosion of gunpowder or other explosive substance, 
burn, maim, disfigure, disable, or do any grievous bodily 
harm to any person, shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for life 
or for any term of years, with or without hard labour, and, 
if a male under the age of sixteen years, with or without 
corpoTal punishment. "' 
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27. ·whosoever shall unlawlully and maliciously cause u~~. ofexplo­
any gunpowder or other explosive substance to explode, or s~c sub-

- d li b . d b s .... ncc or send or e ver to, or cause to e taktn or r~cenre y, any oth~r 
person any gunpowder .or oth~r explosive subst<mce, or any ~~i~~u!;~11 
other dangerous or nox1ous thmg, or put or lay at any place, ln~cnt to do 
or cast or thro \\' at or upon or otherwise apply to a ny person, ~~~~ou~ 
any corrosive fJuid or a ny des tructive or explosiYe su bstance, 

1 

Y .ann. 

with intent in a ny of the cases afor~aid 1o burn, maim, 
disfigure, or disable any p0rsun , l J!.· to do some grievous 
bodily harm to any person , shall, whether ?.ny bodily injury 
be eflected or not, be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof ~hall be liable to be imprisoned for life or for any 
term of yr.ars, with or without hard labour. 

28. \ Vhosoevrr shall unlawfully and maliciously p lace or Attcmpttto 
throw in, into, upon, against, or ncar any building, ship, or bbt~\lvd.11~ . 

1 d tl 1 . b . h Il l ln0 S, vessC' any gunpow er or o 1er exp os1ve: su stance, w1t 1'1lc. 

in tent to do any bodily injury to any person, shall, whether 
or not a ny explosion take place, c. nd \\·he ther o1· not any 
bodily injury be effected, be guilty of felony, a nd being 
convicted thereo f shall be lia ble to be impr isoned for life 
or for any term of years, with or without hard labour. 

29. \Yhosoever shall set or place, or cause to be set or lictting' 
placed, any spring-gun, ma n-trap, or other engine calculated spring·guru:, 
l o destroy human life or inflict grievous bodily harm , with ~~~-traps, 
t he inten t that the same or whereby the same may destroy 
or inflict grievous bodiJy barm upon a trespasser or other 
person coming in contact therewith. shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and being convicted t hereof shall be liable to 
be imprisoned for any term not exceeding five ye~rs, with 
or without hard Jabour; and whosoever shaH knowingly and 
wilfully permit a ny such spring-gun, m2.n-trap, or other 
engine which may have been set or placed in any place then 
being in or afterward~ coming into h is possrssion or occupa-
tion by some other person to continue so set or placed, shall 
be deem0d to ha vc set and placed such gun, trap, or engine 
with such intent as aforesc.id: Provided that nothing in this Tmps ror 

section contained shall extend to make it illegal to set or vermin. 

place a ny gin or tt·ap ; uch as may have been or may be 
usually ::;et or placed with the intent of destroyillg vermin : 
Prodded also th:1 t nothing in this ~cction ~hall be deemed 
to make it unlawful to set or place or cause to be set 
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Protection of or placed, or to be continued set or placed, from sunset to 
dwelling sunrise any spring-run man-trap or other engine which 
house 1 l:> ' • 

· shall be set or placed, or caused or continued to be se t or 

Drlvoro 
or vehicles 
lujurin~ 
pcn.uns 
by .Curious 
driving. 

placed, in a dwelling-house, for the protection thereof . 
. 

30. -(1) Whosoever, having the charge of any vehicle, 
shall, by wanton or furious driving, or other wilful mis­
conduct, or by wilful neglect, do or cause to be done any 
bodily harm to any person whatsoever, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be liable 
to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding four years, 
with or without hard labour. 

(2) For the purposes of this section the expression 
"vehicle" includes a carriage, hackney carriage, motor 
car, motor cab, motor van, motor lorry, motor omnibus, 
motor cycle, tram car, cart, a~ricultural cart, hand cart, 
tTicycle and bicycle. -

Assa·nlts. 
Obstructing 31. vVhosoever shall, by threats or force, obstruct 
or IISsaulting or prevent or endeavour to obstruct or prevent any 
n clergyman 1 . ' th . . . I 1 b . d• . . 
oro~ber c ergyman or o er muuster m or rom ce e rating 1vme 
mint~.tcrio service or otherwise officiating in anv church chapel 
lhe dtScbnrge . . . J • • • • 
of his duties. meetmg house, or other place of divme worsh1p, or m or 

Assaults on 
J><:rsons 
saving sbip­
wtcckcd 
property. 

from the performance of his duty in the lawful burial of 
the dead in any church-yard or other burial place, or shall 
strike or offer any violence to, or shall, upon any civil 
process, or under the pretence of executing any civil process, 
anest any clergyman or other minister who is engaged in, 
or to the knowledge of the offender is about to engage in, 
any of the rites or duties in this section aforesaid, or who 
to the knowledge of the offender sh?.ll be going to perform 
the same or returning from the performance thereof, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
four years, with or without hard labour. 

32. \¥hosoever shall assault and strike or wound any 
magistra,te, officer. or other person whatsoever lawfully 
authorised, in or on account of the exercise of his duty in 
or concerning the preservation oi any vessel in distress, 
or of any vessel, goods, or effects wrecked, stranded, or 
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cast on shore, or lying under water, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be liable 
to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding four years, 
with or without hard labour. 

1925. 

83. Whosoever shall assault any person with intent to ~ssautt with 
. f 1 h 11 1 . ilf JJ mtent to comnut e ony, or s a assau t, reslSt, or w u y commit 

obstntct any Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, constable, felony or on 

peace officer, or revenue officer in the due execution E;~t~:rs, &c. 
of his duty, or any person acting in aid of such 
Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, constable, peace officer, 
or revenue officer, or shall assault any person with intent 
to resis t or pTevent the lawful apprehension or detainer 
of himself or of any other person for any offence, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
four years, with or wi thout hard labour. 

34. vVhosoever shall be convicted upon an indiclmen t of Assa,~lt . 

any assault occasioning actual bodily harm shall be liable :~~~ol.~Jn. 
to be imprisoned for any tenn not exceeding five years, 
with or without hard labour; and whosoever shall be 
convicted upon an indictment for a common assault shall Common 
be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or to assault. 

be imprisoned for any term not exceeding two years, with 
or w1thout hard labouf, or to both such line and 
imprisonment. 

Rape, Abduction, and Defilement of women, &c. 
35.-(1) Whosoever shall be convicted of the crime of naJHl. 

rape sha ll be guilty of felony, and shall be liable to 1;>c 
imprisoned for life or Ior any term of years, with or 
without hard labour. 

(2) Every person who induces a married woman 
to permit him to have connection with her by personating 
her husband shall be deemed to be guilty of rape. 

36. Any person who unlawfully and carnally knows any Carnal 
girl under the age of thirteen years shall be guilty of fe lony, k~owlcdgc ol 

and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned gul und~r 13· 

for any term not exceeding five years, nor less than two 
years, with or without hard labour, and with or ·without 
corporal punishment. 
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Any person who atten1.pts to have unlawful carnal 
knowledge of any girl under the age of t hirteen years 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any te1·m not 
exceeding four years, with or without hard labour, and 
with or without corporal punishment. 

37. Any person who-
(1) Unlawfully and carnally knows or attempts to 

have unlawful carnal knowledge of any girl being 
of or above the age of thirteen years and under 
the age of fourteen years ; or 

(2) Unlawfully and carnally kl).ows or attempts to 
have unlawful carnal lmowledge of any female 
idiot or imbecile woman or girl, under circum­
stances which do not amount to rape, but which 
prove that the offender knew at the time of the 
commission of the offence that the woman or 
girl was an idiot or imbecile, 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding four years, with or without hard labour. 

Provided that it shall be a sufficient defence to anv 
charge under sub-section (1) of this section if it shall be 
made to appear to the Court or jtuy before whom the charge 
shall be brought that the person so charged had reasonable 
cause to believe that the girl was of or above the age of 
fourteen years. 

Householder, 38. Any person who, being the owner or occupier of any 
&·~j:·per- premises, or having, or acting or assisting in, the manage­
~~fil~r:;ento! ment or control thereof, induces or knowingly suffers any 
Yh?unggi"':lon girl of such age as is in this section mentioned to resort to 

IS premiSes. b · h · f 1 f b · or e m or upon sue premises ·or t 1e purpose o emg 
unlawfully and carnally lmown by any man, whether such 
carnal knowledge is intended to be with any particular man 
or generally, 

(1) shall, if such girl is under the age of thirteen 
years, be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for 'any 
term not exceeding five years, with or without 
hard la hour ; · and 



11 

No. 10. Offences ngaill!;f the Persou. 1925. 
------------·------- --------------------------

(2) shall, ii such gir l is of or above the age of thirteen 
and under the age of fourteen years, be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term 
not exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour. 

Provided that it shall be a sufficient defence to any 
charge under this section if it sh;:dl be made to appear to 
the Court or jury before whom the charge shall be brought 
that the person so charged had reasonable cause to believe 
that the girl was of or above the age of fourteen years. 

39. Any person who - Procurattoa. 

(1} Procures or attempts to procure any girl or 
woman under twenty-one years of age, not being 
a common prostitute, or of known immoral 
character, to have unlawful carnal connection 
either within or without the Colony, with any 
other person or persons ; or 

(2) P rocures or attempts to procure any woman or 
girl t o become, either within or without the 
Colony, a common prostitute ; or 

(3) Procures or attempts to procure any woman or 
girl to leave the Colony, with intent that she 
may become an inmate of or frequen t a brothel 
elsewhere ; or 

(-!) Procures or attempts to procure a ny woman o! 
girl to leave her usual place of abode in lhe 
Colony (such place no t being a brothel) , with 
intent that she may, for the purposes of prostitu­
tion, become an inmate of or frequent a bro :hel 
within or \vi thou t the Colony, 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof sha~l be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard labour, and, if a 
male, with or without corporal punishment. 

Provided that no person shall be convicted of an 
offence undr r this section upon the evidence of one witness 
only, unless such witness be coiToborated in some material 
particular by evidence implicating the accused. 

.. 

• 
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A constable may take into custody without a ·warrant 
any person whom he shall ha vc good cause to suspect of 
having committed, or of attempting to commit, any offence 
against this section. 

40. Any person who -
(1) By threats or intimidation proc:ures or attempts 

to procure any woman or girl to have any 
unlawful carnal connection, either within or 
without the Colony ; or 

(2) By fa lse pretences or false representations pro-
cures any woman or girl, not being a common 
prostitute, or oi known imm()ral ch:tracter, to 
have any unlawful carnal connecl ion, citl tN 
within or witlwnt the Colony ; or 

(3) Applies, administers to, or causes to be taken by 
any woman or girl any drug, matter or thing, 
with intent to stupefy or overpower so as thereby 
to enable any person to have unlawful carnal 
connection with such woman or girl, 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imptisoned for any term not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard labour: 

Provided that no person shall be convicted of an offence 
under this section upon the evidence of one witness only, 
unless such witness be corroborated in some material 
particular b y evidence implicating the accused. 

A.bduction of 41. Any person who, with intent that any unmarried girl 
~T:1~·;~~~t~:1't tmder the age of sixteen years sbouJd be unlawfully and· 
to have carnally knO\vn by any man , whr ther such carna l knowledge 
ramall;nllw- is intended to be with an\r particular man or generally· takes ledge. J • . • • ' 

or causes to be taken such g_1rl out of the possession and 
against the will of her father or mother, or any other person 
having the lawful care or ch:~r~e 0I lu:! r, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and being condcted thereof shall be liable 
to be imprisoned for any term not e::xceeclin~ two years, wiU1 
or without hard labour. 

Provided that it shall bt: a sufficient delence to any 
charge under this section if ill-hall be made to appear to the 
Court or jury before whom thr chargt· shall be brought 
tha t the person so charged had rca!'onaLJc cause to bclicvf' 
that the girl was of or abov£- the ag~ of sixteen years. 
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42. Any person who detains anv woman or girl against Detention 
her Will - " With intent 

. to have 
( 1) In or upon any prenuses with intent that she may carnal know· 

be unlawfully and carnally known by any man, ledge. 

whe ther any particular man, or generally, or 
(2) In any brothel, 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard labour. 

Where a woman or girl is in or upon any premises for 
the purpose uf having any unlawful carnal connection, or is 
in any brothel, a person shall be· deemed to detain such 
woman or girl in or upon such premises or in such brothel, 
if, with intent to compel or induce her to rt>main in or upon 
such premises or in such brothel, such person ''vithholds 
from such woman or girl any wearing apparel or other 
property belonging to her, or, where wearing apparel has 
been lent or otherwise supplied to such woman or girl by or 
by the direction of such person, such person threatens such 
woman or girl with legal proceedings if she tckes away with 
her the wearing apparel so lent or supplied. 

No legal proceedings, whether civil or criminal, shall 
be taken against any such woman or girl for taking away 
or being found in possession of any such wearing apparel 
as was necessary to enable her to leave such premises or 
brothel. 

43. lf upon the trial of any indictment for rape, or any On indic t­

offence made felony by section 36 of this Ordinance, the ~~~~t~;;apc 
jury shall be sat isfied that the defendant is guilty of an convi~to~ 
offence under sections 36, 37 or 40 oi this Ordinance, or of d~:C~~~:­
an indecent assault, but are not satisfied that the defendant · 
is guilty of the felony charged in such indictment, or of an 
attempt to commit the same, then and in every such case 
the jury may acquit the defendant of such felony, and find 
him guilty of such offence as aforesaid, or of an indecent 
assault, and thereupon such defendant shall be liable to b~ 
punished in the same manner as if he had been convicted 
upon an indictment for such offence as aforesaid, or for I he 
offence of indecent assault. 
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44. If it appears to any Justice of the Peace, on complaint 
made before him on oath by any parent, relative, or 
guardian of any woman or girl, or any other person who, 
in the opinion of the Justice, is bona fide acting in the 
interest of any woman or girl, that there is reasonable cause 
to suspect that such woman or girl is unlawfully detained 
for immoral purposes by any person in any place within the 
Colony, such Justice mayissue a warrant authorizing any 
person named therein to search for, and, when found, to 
take to a.nd detain in a place of safety such woman or girl 
imtil she can be brought before a Magistrate, and the 
Magistrate before whom such woman or girl is brought 
may cause her to be delivered up to her parents or 
guardians, or otherwise dealt with as circumstances may 
permit and require. 

The Justice of the P eace issuing such warrant may, 
by the same or any other warrant, cause any person 
accused of so unlawfully detaining such woman or girl to 
be apprehended and brought before a Magistrate, and 
proceedings to be taken for punishi11g such person 
according to "I a w. 

A woman or girl shall be deemed to be unlawfully 
detained for immor2l purposes if she is so detained for tbe 
purpose of being unlav:rfully and carnally lmown by any 
man, whether any particulaT man o·i· generally, and 

(a) Either is tmder the age of thirteen years ; or 
(b) If of or over the age of thirteen years, and under 

the age of sixteen years, is so detained against 
her \Vill, or against the will of her father or 
mother or of any other person having the lawful 
cHe or charge of her ; or 

(r) If of or above the age of sixteen years is so 
detained against her will. 

Any person authorized by w8.rrant under this section 
to search for any woman or girl ·so deta ined as aforesaid 
may enter (if need be by force) any house, building, or other 
place specified in such warrant, and may remove such 
woman or girl therefrom. Provided 2.lways, that every 
·warrant issued under this section shall be addressed to and 
executed by some commissioned or non-commissioned officer 
of Constaibulary, who sh2ll be accompanied by the par~nt, 
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relative, or guardian o:- other person making the information 
if such pr rson so desire unles lhc Justice shall o therwise 
direct 

1925. 

45 Where on the trial of any offence under this c.ustody of 
Ordinance it is proved to the satisfaction of the Court that &l~lllOde.r 

d · 'tut' f · 1 d h f thJrtcen. the se uctJon or pros ti 1on o a gu· un cr t . c age o 
thirteen has been caused, encow·aged, or favoured by her 
father, mo ther , guardian, mas ter, or mis tress, it shalJ be in 
the power of the Court to cli\·est such father, mother, 
guardian, master, or mistress o£ all authority over her, and 
to appoint any person or persons willing to take charge of 
such girl to be her guardian until she has attained the age 
of twenty-one, or any age below this as the Court may direct, 
and the Court shall have the power from time to time to 
rescind or vary such order by the appointment of any other 
person or persons as such guardian, or in any other respect. 

46. -(J) \Vhosoever shall be convicted of any indecent Indecent 
assault upon any female shalJ be liable to be imprisoned assault, &c. 

for any term not exceeding three years, with or without 
hard labour. 

(2) It shall be no defence to a charge or indictment for 
an indecent assault on a young pe1·son under the age of 
thirteen years to prove that he or she consented to the act 
of indecency. 

47. Where any woman of any age shall have any Ahduction or 

interest, whether legal or cq uitable, present or future, woJ!lant h 

b 1 eli . l . . .1 l ngn 111~ cr a so ute, con tiona , or contm gent, many rea or per~ona will rrom 

estate, or shall be an heiress or presumptive next of kin to moth·es or 

h · h · h h 11 f lucro. any one avmg :sue mterest, w osoever s a , rom 
motives of lucre, take away or detain such woman against 
her will, with intent to many or carnally know her, or 
cause her to be married or carnally known by any other 
person, and whosoever shall fraudulently allure, Fraudulent 
take a way or detain such woman being under the a}>duction o f 

• • . gtrl under 
age of twc:nty-one years, out of the possessiOn age. 

and against the will of her father or mother, or of 
any person having the lawful care or charge of her, 
with intent to marry or carnally know her, or cause her 
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to be married or carnally known by any other person, shall 
be guilty of felony, <md being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding four 
years, with or without hard labour. 

F orcibl.c 48. Whosoever shall, by force, take away or detain 
abducbottof against her will any woman of any age witt intent to many any woma n • 
with intent or camally know her, or cause her to be married or carnally 
to marry.hci. known by pny other person, shall be guilty of felony, 2nd 

being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding four yeC~ rs, with ur without hard 
labour. 

Abduction o£ 49. \Nhosoever shall unlawfully take, or cause to be 
girl from taken, any unmarried girl, being under the age of fourteen 
g~~~~~~:. years, out of the possession and against the will of her 

father or mother, or of any other person having the lawful 
care or ch arge of her, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imp1isoned 
for any term not exceeding two years, with or without 
hard labour. 

Brothels­
suppression 
of. 

50. Any person who-
(1) keeps or manages or acts or assists in the 

management of a brothel, or . 
(2) being the tenant, lessee, occupier, or person in 

charge of any premises, knowingly permits such 
premises or any part thereof to be used as a 
brothel or for the purposes of habitual 
prostitution, or 

(3) being the lessor or landlord of any premises, or 
the agent of such lessor or landlord, lets tlie· 
same or any part thereof with the knowledge. 
that such premises or some part thereof are or is 
to be used as a brothel, or is wilfully a paTty 
to the continued use of such premises or any 
part thereof as a brothel, · 

shall, on summary conviction before a lVIagistra te, be liable, 
(a) to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds, 0r to 

imprisonment for any term not exceeding tlU'ee 
months, with or without hard labour; and 
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(b) on a second conviction to a fine not exceeding 
forty pounds, or to imprisonment for any te1m 
not exceeding four months, with or without 
bard labour ; and 

(c) on a third or subs~qoent conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
twelve months, ·with or without hard labour, 
and in addition to any such penalty or 
imprisonment, to be required by the Court 
to enter into a recognizance, with or without 
sureties, to be of good behaviour for any period 
not exceeding twelve months, and in default of 
entering into such recognizance to be imprisoned 
for a period not exceeding three months, with or 
without hard labour, in addition to any term of 
imprisonment awarded in respect of any such 
conviction. 

1925. 

51. --(1) Upon the conviction of the tenant, Jessee, or Determlna­
occupier of any premises, of knowingly permitting the ~~f f 

premises, or any part thereof, to be used as a brothel, the pre~
0

oo 
landlord or lessor shall be entitled to require the person so fnvictio~ 
convicted to assign the leC~se or other contract under which J!iu:'~ 
the said premises ne held by him to some person approved brothel. &c. 

by the landlord or lessor. which approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld, and, in the event of the person so 
convicted failing within three months to assign the lease or 
contract as aforesaid, the landlord or lessor shall be entitled 
to determine the lease or other contract but wit11out 
prejudice to the rights or remedies of any party to such lease 
or contract C~ccrued before the date of such determination. 
If the landlord or lessor should so determine the lease or 
other contract of tenancy, the Court which has convicted 
the tenant, lessee, or occupier shall have power to make a 
summary order for delivery of possession to the landlord 
or lessor. 

(2) If the landlord or lessor, after such conviction has 
been btought to his notice, fails to exercise his rights under 
the foregoing provisions of this section, and subsequently 
during the subsistence of the lease or contract any such 
offence is again committed in respect of the premises, the 
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landlord or lessor shall he deemed to have knowingly aided 
or abetted the commission of that ofience, unless he proves 
that he had taken all reasonable steps to prevent tQ.e 
recur rence of the offence. • 

(3) \iVhere a landlord or lesso1· determines a lease or 
other conhact under the powers conferred by this section, 
and subsequently grants another lease or enters into another 
contract of tenancy to, with, or for the benefit oi the same 
person without causing to be inser ted in such lease or 
contract all reasonable provisions for the prevention of a 
recunence of any such offence as aforesaid, he shall be 
deemed to have failed to exercise his rights under the fore ­
going provisions of this section, and any such ofiencc as 
afor,esaid committed during the subsistence of the sub­
sequent lease or contrc>ct sha 11 be deemed, for the purposes of 
this section. to have been committed during the subsistence 
of the previous lease or contrac~. 

52. -(1) E veiy male person who-
(t7) knowingly lives wholly or in part nn the 

earnings of prostitution ; or 
(b) in any public place persistently solicit::. or 

importunes for immoral purposes ; 
shalJ, on summary conviction before a Magistrate, be liable 
to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding six I*onths, 
with or without hard labour. I 

(2) If it is made to appear to any Justice of the Peace, 
by comp1a~t on oath, that there is reason to suspect that 
any house or any part of a house is used by a female for 

- purposes of prostitution, and that any male person residing 
in or frequenting the house is living wholly or in part on 
the earnings of the prostitute, such J ustice may issue a 
warrant authorising any constable to enter and search the 
house and to arrest that male person. 

(3) Where a male person is proved to live with or to 
be habitually in the company of a prostitute, or is proved to 
have exercised control, direction, or influence over the move­
ments of a prostitute in such a manner as to show that he 
is aiding, abetting, or compelling her prostitution with any 
other person or generally, he shall, unless he can satisfy the 
Court to the contrary. be deemed to be knowingly living on 
the earnings of prostitution. 
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53. Every female person who is proved to have, for the Womnn 

Purposes of gain exercised control direction or iniluence nidin~ in . 
' . ' . ' prostitution. 

ove.r the movements CJf a prostitute 1n such a manner as to 
show that she is aiding, abetting, or compelling her prosti-
tution with any person or genemllv, shall be liable, on 
summary conviction before ~ magistrate, to be impr isoned 
for any term not exceeding s ix months, with or withou t 
hard labour. 

54. A person charged with an offence under sections 52 or Trinl of 

53 f 1 . 0 d ' . d I b . d d summary o t u s r mance may, mslea o emg procee c offcnco~; on 
against summarily, be proceeded against on indictment, and indictmrnt. 
on conviction on indictment shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour; and, in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, 
such second or subsequent conviction being a conviction on 
indictment , the Court may, in addition to any term of 
imprisonment awarded, sentence the offender, if a male, 
to under go corporal punishment. · 

Child sl~aling. 
55. \Vhosoe, ·et shall unlawfully, either by force or fraud , Chit~ 

lead or take away, or decoy or en tice away or detain, any stealing. 

child u nder the age of ten years, with in tent to deprive any 
parent or guardian, or other person having the lawful care 
or charge of such child, of the possession of such child, or 
with intent to steal any article upon or about the person of 
such child, to whomsoever such article may belong, and 
whosoever shall, with any such intent, receive or harbour 
any such child, knowing the same to haYe been, by force 
or fraud, led, taken, decoyed, enticed away, or detained 
as in this section mentioned, shall be bruilty of felony, and 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding five years, with or without hard 
labour, and, if a male under the age of sixteen years, 
with or without corporal punishment: Provided that no Fathers 
person who shall have claimed to be the father of an .taki~~ their 

il l . . ild . h h . f 1Uegttimate egtlliDate ch , or to llave any n g t to t e possession o child ren. 

such child, shall be liable to be prosecuted by virtue hereof 
on account of t he getting possession of such child, or 
taking such child out of the possession of the mother or 
any other person haYing the lawful charge thereof. 
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Bigamy. 
.. 56. vVl-nosoever, being married, shall marry any other 
person during the lifetime of the former husband or wife, 
whether the second marriage shall ha vc taken place in the 
Colony or elsewhere, shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding four years, with or without hard labour : 
Provided that . no thing in this section contained shall 
extend to anY. person marrying a second time whose 
husband or wife shall have been cont inually absent from 
such person for the space of seven years then last past, 
and shall not have been known by such person to be living 
within that time; or shall eJ~..i:end t o any person who, at the 
time of such second marriage. shall have been divorced 
from the bond of the first marriage, or to any person whose 
former maniage shall have been declared void by the 
sentence of any Court of competent jurisdiction. 

A ttempts to procure abortion. 
57. Every woman, being with child, who, with intent to 

procure her own miscarriage, shall unla wfully;·administ er to 
herself any poison or other noxious thing, or shall unlawfully 
use any instmment or other means ·whatsoever with the like 
intent, and whosoever, with intent to procure the miscaniage 
of any woman, whether she be or be not with child, shall 
unlawfully administ er to her or cause to be taken by her 
any poison or other noxious thing, or shall unlawfully usc 
any instrument or other means whatsoever with the like 
intent, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be im,I?rison ed for any term not 
exceeding four years, with or Wlthout hard labour. 

58. vVhosoever shall unlawfully supply or procure any 
poison or other noxious thing, or any mstrument or thing 
whatsoever, knowing that the same is intended to be 
unlawfully used or employed with intent to procure the 
miscarriaae of any woman, whether she be or be not with 
child, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for~ any. term not 
exceeding t wo years, with or without hard labour. 
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Co1~cealiug the birth of a child. 
59. If any woman shaiJ be delivered of a child, every Concealment 

person who shall, by any secret disposition of the dead of birth. 

body of the said child , whether such child died before, at, 
or after its birth, endeaYour to conceal the birth thereof, 
shall be guilty o f a n1isdcmeanor, a nd being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard labour. 

Provided that if any person tried for the murder of any 
child shall be acquitted tltereof, it shall be lawful for the 
jury by whose verdict such person shall be acquitted to find, 
in case it shall so appear in evidence, that the child had 
recently been born, and that such person did, by some secret 
disposition o f the dead body of such child, endeavour to 
conceal the birth thereof, a nd thereupon the Court may pass 
such sentence as if such person bad been convicted upon an 
indictment for the concealment of t he birth. 

U 1tnatttral 0 ffe1tces. 
60. \Vhosoever shall be convicted of the abominable Sodomy. 

crime of buggery, committed either with mankind or with 
any animal, shall be liable to be impdsoned for any term 
not exceeding five years, nor less than two years, with or 
without hard ]abouT, and, if a male, with or without 
corporal punishment. 

61. \Vhosoever shall attempt to commit the said Attempt Lo 

abominable crime, or shall be ~n tilly of any assault with ~ommit an . . o ~ . mfamous 
mtent to comnnt tl1c same, or of any mdecent assault crime. 

upon any male person, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and being convicted thereof shaU be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding five years, with or without 
ha1·d lab ow·. 

62. Any male person who, in public or private, commits, ~ross 
or is a party to the commission of, or procures or attempts Jodcceney. 

to procure the commission by any male person of, any act of 
gross indecency with another male person, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding two 
years, with or without hard labour. 

I.• 
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1.\11 aking e xplosivt. s-z,~bstance to com·mit offence, a1td 
searching (01' the same. 

63. \Vbosoever shaH mal\:e o~· manufacture, or Imowi:ngly 
have in his possession, any gunpowder or other explosive 
substatlce, or any dangerous or noxious thing, or any 
machine, engine, insttUment, or thing, wit11 intent by means 
thereof to commit. or for the purpose of enabling any other 
pers011 to commit, anyof thefeloniesin th is Ordinance men­
tioned, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 'for any t rrm not 
exceeding two years, 'vviih or without hard JCJ.bour, (l.nd, if 
a male under the age of sixteen years, with or without 
corporal punishment. 

84. Where there is reasonable cause to suspect that any 
combustible or inflammable material is concealed or pl ;tced 
in, against, or under, any bouse, building, or other place 
for the purpose of being used in committing any of the 
felgnies m this Ordinance mentioned, it sha11 be lawful for 
any J ustice of the Peace, by warrant under his hand, to 
authorise any constable, with such assistance as may be 
necessary, to enter and search at any time of the day or 
night such house, building, or other place and any adjacent 
premises; and, if any combustible or inilammable material 
is found, to convey the same forthwith before any 
Magistrate, or to guard the same on the spot or in some 
place of security subject to the orders of any Magistrate, 
and t o apprehend and convey before any Magistrate the 
person or p(;rsons in, against, or under, whose house, 
building, or place such material is fOUlld, if any constable 
acting under any such warrant as aforesaid has re~.sonable 
cause to suspect any such person of having been privy to 
the concealment or placing of such material, and also any 
other person found in or near such house, building, or 
place who appears to have been privy to the concealment 
or placing of .such material. 

S ttpp! ementat . provisions. 
65. Whenever, upon the trial for any offence punishable 

under this Ordinance, it may be necessary to prove carnal 
knowledg.e, it shall not be necessary to prove the actual 
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emission of seed in order to constitute a carna l knowledge, 
bu l the carnal k-nowledge shaU be deemed comple te upon 
proof of penetration only. 

1925. 

66. Any constable may take in to custody, wilho~1t a Pcnon!C 
warrant, a ny person whom he shall find ly ing or loilc1ing l~itcrlns nt 
. hi I d t l ] l . h . I mght sus-m a ny g 1way, yar , or o 1er p ace c unng t e mg 1 t, and pcctcd oc 
whom he shall have good cause to suspect of having com-tclony may 
mitted or being abou t to commit any fe lony in this ~nndc~~e­
Ordinance mentioned, and shall take such person as soon 
as reasonably rnay be before a Justice of the Peace, to be 
d«:'alt with according to law. 

67. II, upon the trial of any indictment for any felony, Power to 
· except murder or manslaughter , where the indictment shall co.nvict ol 

allege that the defendant wounded any person, the jury ::'o~'!:;;~a­
shall be satisfied that the defendant is guilty of unlawfully indictmc,nt 

and maliciously wounding as chru·ged in such indictment, :~Io=:" 
but are not satisfied that the defendant is guilty of the felony assaults.. 

charged in such indictment, then and in every such case the 
jury may acquit the defendant of such fe lony, and find him 
guilty of the misdemeanor of unlawfully and maliciously 
wounding, and thereupon such defendant :;hall be liable to 
be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any term 
not exceeding five years. . 

68. \tVhenever any person shall be convicted of any Fine, ~nu 
indictable misdemeanor punishable under this Ordinance, surot.ic.~ cor 
I C 'f · h 11 •- · 1 f' · dd' · · 1. kccprnr thil t \C ourt may, 1 1t s a t1un ~ 1t, m a ttlon to or 111 1eu p€-nce; In 

of any punishment by this Ordinance authorized, fine the ' ' ·hat cO»>s. 

offender, and require hirn to enter into his own recognizances, 
and to find sureties, both or (lither, fm· keeping the peace and 
being of good beJ1aviour; and in case of ;my felony punish-
a blc under this Ordinance otherwise than with death the 
Court may, i( it shall think fit, require the offender to enter 
into his own recognizances, and to find sureties, both or 
<'i ther, for keeping the peace, in addition to any punishment 
by this Ordjna ncc authori?:ed ; provided that no person 
shall be imprisoned under this section for not fmding 
su1 eties for any period exceeding one year. 
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69. The Offences against the Person Ordinance, No. 14, 
and the Offences against the Person (Amendment) Ordi­
nance, 1914, are hereby repealed. 

Passed in Council this thirteenth day of l\larch, in 
the year of Our . Lord one thoHsand nine hundred and 
twenty-five. 

JOHN DE NOBRIGA, 
Clcrll of the (ormcil. 

OBlECTS AND REASONS. 

The Offences against the Person Ordir anco, No. 14, is basetl on the 
tmperinl Act !l Geo . IV.c. 3 1. That Act wassupcrscdcc.l in 186 1 by the 
OfCenGCS against •h r Person Act, 1001 (24 & 25 Vic. c. 100), but our 
law hal' nrver been simila rly revised, though from time to tim<' additions 
have bP,•n made toil. notably by Ordinance 1 of 1889. which incorpotated 
the Criminal Law :\mendment Act o: 1885. 

It i." propo~ed by this Rill to bring 1 ur law relating to offences 
against tht' person as far as possible into line with the law of England . 

The Table prcl ixt·d to the Bill shows bow U1e exi~t int:~ Jaw has been 
dealt with , and the new provisious which have been inserted. -. "")! 

. ... 


