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CHAPTER 253. 

CINEMATOGRAPH. 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO CINEMATOGRAPH EXHIBITIONS. 

[8th March, 1912. J 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Cinematograph 
Ordinance. rlte.. rj t ~/- ? Lj If ~,j fk 157 
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Ordinances 
No. 12 of 1912, 
, 26 of 1918, 
, 18 of 1924. 

Short title. · 

2. An exhibition of pictures or other optical effects by Provisions 

means of a cinematograph or other similar apparatus, for agatinst cinhe. . . l l . ma ograp the purposes of wluch mfiammab e fi ms are used, shall not exhibitions 

be given unless the regulations made by the Governor in fxceptt 

Executive Council for securing safety are complied with, ~~=~,i~es. 
or elsewhere than in a building or place licensed for the 
purpose in accordance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

3. (1) The Governor may grant licences to such persons Grantand 

as he thinks fit to use the building or place specified in the r~vocation of 

licence for the purposes aforesaid on such terms and con- tcences. 

ditions and under such restrictions as may be laid down in 
the licence and in any regulations made under this 
Ordinance. 

(2) A licence may, in his absolute discretion, be re­
voked by the Governor at any time in respect of any breach 
or contemplated breach of this Ordinance or of any regu­
lation made thereunder or of any of the terms, conditions, 
or restrictions mentioned in the licence. 

4. A licence shall be in force for one year or for such Durationof 

shorter period as The Governor on the granting of the licences. 

licence may determine, unless the licence has been· pre-
viously revoked. 
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5. It shall hot,be lawful to exhibit any cinematograph 
film or any poster"aqvertising any cinematograph exhibition 
unless such film or pbster has been approved in the manner 
hereinafter provided. "(rldded by 18 of 1924, s. 2.) 

6. There shall be appointed from time to time by the 
Governor such fit persons,· not less than three in number, 
as the Governor deems necessary,. as Censors of cinemato­
graph films and posters advertising cinematograph exhi­
bitions, who shall hold office during the Governor's. 
pleasure. (Added by 26 of 1918, s. 4, and amended by 18 of 
1924, s. 3.) 

7. (1)\It shall be the duty of every person so appointed 
to examLq.e every cinematograph film and every poster 
advertising a cinematograph exhibition submitted to him 
for approval. 

(2) Sud~ approval shall be signified by a certificate in 
the prescribed,., form. 

(3) Such 'approval shall not be given in the case of 
any film or any poster advertising a cinematograph exhibi­
tion which, in the opinion of the Censor, depicts any 
matter that is against public order and decency, or the 
exhibition of which for any other reason is in the opinion 
of the Censor undesirable in the public interest. 

(4) As regards ~\film, such approval may be given 
generally, or may be gi'iiyn subject to a condition that the 
film shall be exhibited only to any specified class or classes 
of persons or only at certai:r:t times. 

(5) There shall be a right of appeal from every deci­
sion under this Ordinance to such person or persons, and in 
such manner and subject to such conditions, as may be 
prescribed. (Added by 26 of 1918, s. 5, and amended by 18 
of 1924, s. 4.) \, 

I\ 
8. A film to which any matter '~1as been added after it 

has been .approved by a Censor shallpe again submitted for 
approval, and until it has been aga~n approved shall be 
deemed not to have been approved. (.~ dded b?f 26 of 1918, 
s. 6.) 

9. There shall be payable for every film and poster sub­
mitted for approval under this Ordinance such fees as are 
prescribed. (Added by 26 of 1918, s. 7, and amended by 18 
of 1924, s. 5.) 
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10. (1) Every person who exhibits any film( or poster Exhibiting 

in contravention of this Ordinance shall be liable, on sum- ~?;;p!,roved 
mar,y conviction before a Magistrate, to a penalty not ex- P::SJr._ • / 

ceedmg fifty pounds, and the film or poster may be ordered t7 j :J ·? fj· . 
by the convicting Magis%'at'}. to be f(Jr~eited to the Crown. · • · 

(2) Any fil~4~osl:i scif~f:fill~ci~1ra:~l be dealt with 
in such manner as the Inspector-General dnects. (Added 
by 26 of 1918, s. 8, and amended by 18 of 1924, s. 6.) 

11. If the owner of a cinematograph or other apparatus Offences. 

uses the apparatus or allows it to be used, or if the occupier 
of any building or place allows such building or place to be 
used, or if any person supplies light for any cinematograph 
or other apparatus which he has reasonable grounds for 
believing is being or is to be used, in contravention of the 
provisions of this Ordinance or the regulations made there­
under, or of the conditions or restrictions upon or subject 
to which any licence relating to any such building or place 
has been granted under this Ordinance, he shall be liable, 
on summary conviction before a Magistrate, to a penalty 
not exceeding fifty pounds, and, in the case of a continuing 
offence, to a further penalty not exceeding twenty pounds 
for each day during which the offence continues. 

12. The Inspector-General or any member of the Con- Powero£ 

stabulary Force appointed by him may at all reasonable entry. 

times enter any building or place, whether licensed or not, 
in which he has reason to believe that such an exhibition 
as aforesaid is being or is about to be given, with a view to 
seeing whether the provisions of this Ordinance or any 
regulations made thereunder and the conditions of any 
licence granted under this Ordinance have been compfied 
with, and if any person prevents or obstructs the entry of 
the Inspector-General or any member of the Constabulary 
Force appointed as aforesaid, he shall be liable, on sum-
mary conviction before a Magistrate, to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds.· 

13. (1) The Governor in Executive Council may make Regulations. 

such regulations as he may deem necessary for giving effect 
to this Ordinance. 

(2) All such regulations shall be subject to the 
~IJproval of the Legislative Council and shall- be published 
m the Royal Gazette. (Added by 26 of 1918, s. 9.) 


