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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

No. 

[L S.] 

I ASSENT, 

B. E. H. CLIFFORD" 
(;/ouernOl'. 

21 st December, 1945. 

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the inspection of electrical 
installations, plant, apparatus and works and for other 
purposes in connection therewith . 

. [On Proclarnation. I Commence-
ment 

E' NACTED by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago with Enactment 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof. 

1. This Ordina:nce may be cited as the Electricity (Inspection) Shorttitle. 
Ordinance, 1945, a,pd shall come into force op $uch date as 

GOyern9r may by proclamation appoint. manti 
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In this Ordinance unless the context otherwise requires-· 
I( apparatus" means electrical apparatus and. includes 

all apparatus, machines, consuming devices and 
fittings in which conductors are used or of which 
they form a part ; . 

. , authorised person" means a person appointed by 
the licensee, the management or the oWner of an 
installation, or by a contractor, for the time being, 
to a licensee or owner to carry out certain duties 
incidental to the generation, transformation, distri-
bution, and use of energy, provided that such 
person is competent for the purpose for which 
he is employed, the burden of proof of competency 
being on the employer; 

II Chief Inspector ", I( Deputy Chief Inspector" and 
I( Inspector" mean, respectively, the Chief Electric 
Inspector, Deputy Chief Electric Inspector, and 
an Electric Inspector appointed under section 3 of 
this Ordinance; 

"conductor ". means an electrical conductor arranged 
to be electrically connected to a system; 

I( consumer" means a person who is supplied with energy 
or whose premises are for the time being connected 
for the purposes of a supply of energy with any 
system of public supply; . 

II danger" means danger to health or to human life 
or limb from shock, burn, or other injury resulting 
from the generation, transformation, distribution 
or use of energy and includes danger to property 
from fire resulting as aforesaid; 

H electric supply line" means a wire or conductor or 
other means for con·veying, transmitting or distri-
buting energy, together with any casing, coating, 
covering, . tube, pipe or insulator enclosing, 
surrounding or supporting the same or any part 
thereof, or any apparatus connected therewith 
for the purpose of conveying, transmitting or 
distributing energy ; , 

I( energy" means electrical energy when generated, 
transmitted, supplied or used for any purpose except 
the transmission of a message ; 

generator" means a dynamo qf any type for 
generation ; 
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« installation" means the whole of any particular plant, 

apparatus or works designed for the supply or 
use, or both, as the case may be, of electrical energy, 
under one ownership and, where management is 
prescribed, in charge of the same management 
including prime movers, if any, with all necessar), 
plant and buildings in connection therewith, electric 
supply lines and consuming apparatus, if any; 
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« licence" means a lIcence issued under the Trinidad No. 42ofl945, 

and Tobago Electricity Commission Ordinance, 
1945, permitting the licensee to operate or work an 
installation; -

{( licensee" means a person permitted by licence to 
work or operate an installation and includes an 
authorised agent; 

C( management" means the authorised person for the 
time being placed in charge of an installation by 
the lIcensee or owner 01' by a contractor; 

« motor" means a motor of any type for the trans-
formation of electrical energy into mechanical 
energy; 

« pressure" means the difference of electrical potential 
between any two conductors or between a conductor 
and the earth, as read by a standard volt-meter; 

· (prime mover" means a machine supplying power 
to a generator for the purpose of generating energy; 

"private safety" means the obviation of danger to 
individuals or to private property; 

« public safety" mean3 the obviation of danger to the 
general public, to public property and to roads, 
.s;treets, railways, canals, docks, wharves, piers, 
bridges, waterworks and their appurtenances and 
telegraphic, telephonic and other electrical signalling 
lines; 

« system" means an electrical system in which all 
the conductors and apparatus are electrically 
connected; 

« transformation" includes the transformation of 
. pressure up or down and the conversion of 

nating to direct current or vice versa by static J 

rotary or electro-chemical means. 
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Appointment 3. (1) The Gavernor, in Cauncil may, by natificatian m 
of Electric h R Z G . El . I t e oya azette, appomt so. many ectnc nspectars and 

at such remuneratian as he may think expedient to. inspect 
installatians, and electrical plant, apparatus and warks and 
to. perfarm such other duties as may be prescribed, and may 
in like manner and at such remuneratian as he may think 

. expedient appaint persons to. afficiate as Chief Inspectar and 
Deputy Chief Inspectar to. supervise the methads and details 
af such inspectian and af such duties as afaresaid and to. 
perf arm such ather duties as may be prescribed, 

(2) The carrying aut af the said inspectians arid the 
perfarmance af the said duties shall be under the adminis-
trative cantral af the Chief Inspectar. 

(3) The Chief Inspectar and the Deputy Chief Inspectar 
shall have and may exercise all pawers vested by this Ordinance 
ar by any rules made hereunder in an Inspectar. ' 

Inspection of 4. On the campletian af a new installatian, the awner 
on thereaf shall give natice in writing to. the Chief Inspectar, 

completlOn. 'h h 11 . r d b d . h h was a cause 11lspectIal1 an tests to. e rna e Wlt 1ll t e 
prescribed periad and, if the installatian satisfies the require-
ments af this Ordinance and the rules made hereunder, certify 
ar cause to. be certified accardingly in the prescribed farm. 
No. installatian shall be aperated until such certificate has 
been abtained. 

Periodical 5. In additian to. periodical inspections during canstructian 
inspections of and final inspectians an completian, all installatians while 
ins tallations. 

Installations 
completed or 
begun before 
commence-
mentof 
Ordinance. 

, against 
atmospheric 
electricity. 

in aperatian shall be inspected at such intervals as may be 
prescribed. The licensee and management' and persans in 
charge af all installatians shall affard full facilities far inspectian 
within reasanable working haurs. 

6. Except as may be atherwise pravided by any exemptian 
under sectian 16 af this Ordinance, all installatians which 
shall have been operated /ar whereaf the canstructian shall 
have been campleted ar begun befare the cammencement af 
this Ordinance shall be subject to. this Ordinance and the 
rules made hereunder. 

'i. Any department af the Gavernment 0.1' any ather can-
sumer taking ar using energy fram, an installatian shall, if the 
Chief Inspectar so. requites, provide such means far abviating 
risk of damage to. such .installatian by atmasphericelectricity 
as may be directed by the Chief Inspectar. ' 

Restriction 8. (1) No. persan shall in the 'generatian, transmissian, 
of connecti'on 
with earth. supply ar use af energy permit any part af his electric supply 

lines to. be connected with earth except as may be required 
by rules made under this' Ordinance ar by any ather law ar 
may be expressly permitted by the Chief Inspectar. 
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(2) In the event of any breach of the provlslOns of the 
last preceding subsection the Chief Inspector may by 
order require the licensee or owner to break such connection 
and 11lay prohibit the use of any electric supply line or, works 
or of any. installation until the order is complied with, and 
every such order shall be complied with by the person 
concerned. 

9. (1) In the event of an Inspector finding in any installation ?"roccdure 

or apparatus any defect which in his opinion is likely to cause 
he n:ay, by notice in writing ,Posted at the where 

lhe mst&.llatlOn or apparatus to WhICh. it relates is Installed orapparatu8. 
or or served upon the licensee or owner thereof, 
suspend the operation and use of such installation or apparatus 
until such defed is made good or removed, and in such case 
the said installation or apparatus shall' not be operated or 
used so long as the 9aid notice of suspension remains unrevoked. 
. (2) Every licensee and every managenlent and person 
in charge of an installation becoming aware of a defect therein 

is likely to cause danger and every COnSUlller becoming 
aware of a defect in any apparatus which is likely to cause 
danger shall forthwith make a report thereof to an Inspector. 

(3) If in the opinion of the Chief Inspectof any defect 
in an installation in respect whereof a licence is in force is 
of such a nature that it cannot be made good or removed, 
he shall forward a report of his findings to the Governor in 
Council who may cancel the licence, 

10. The Inspectors are empowered to enter upon any Entry on 
premises, in or upon which an installation or apparatus may premises. 

be, at any time the hours of 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. and 
also at any other time any installation or apparatus 
in or upon such premises may be at work. 

11.' (1) Where any accident causing or resulting in loss of 
l 'f . h t t . .. t t to I e or gnevous ur u any person or senous InjUry 0 proper'y be reported. 
has occUl"red in connection' with any installation ,or electrical 

. . • . I • and mqUlry • plant or apparatus, the owner or lIcensee '(hereof and the 
managenlent thereof shall with the least possible delay report 
in writing to an Inspector the facts of the rna tter so far as they 
are known to them respectively, and the Inspector shall there-

. upon visit the place w:here the accident occurred and make 
a preliminary investigation of the circumstances and record 
in writing his finding upon such investigation, and if there 
has been any loss of life or there is reason to believe that any 
person has been fatally injured shall send a copy of his findings 
to the,! nearest Magistrate. . 



Questions for 
decision of 
Chief 
Inspector, 
subject to 
appeal to 
Governor in 
Oouncil. 
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(2) In the event of loss of life or grievous hurt to any 

person due to any accident in connection with any jnstallation or 
electric plant or apparatus no alterations or additions shall 
without the consent of an Inspector be made to any part of 
such installation, plant or apparatus which may have contri-
buted to cause such accident nor -shall any alterations be 
made without such consent to the site of the accident until an 
Inspector has completed his investigation: Provided that nothing 
herein contained shall operate to interfere with rescue work or 
work necessary for the general safety of life or property. 

(3) If upon a preliminary investigation it appears to 
the officer making such investigation that there is reason 
to believe that the accident was due to any failure to comply 
with the of this Ordinance or of the rules made 
hereunder or to neglect of any lawful order given by an 
Inspector, or if the officer making such investigation as aforesaid 
is satisfied that the accident might have been prevented if proper 
precautions had been taken and observed in the working of 
any installation or electrical plant or apparatus, such persons 
of electrical or other special skill and as shall be 
nominated by the Governor in Council shall hold an inquiry 
into the nature and cause of the accident and shall forward 
to the Governor in Council a copy of the. evidence taken at 
such inquiry together with their findings thereon and such 
further report as may seem to them necessary, and if they 
are of opinion that criminal proceedings ought to be 
instituted against any person in connection with the accident 
they shall forward to the Attorney General a .copy of the said 
evidence, finding and report. 

12 .. (1) In the event of any difference of opinion :between 
a and an Inspector or between the management or . 
owner of any installation or apparatus and an Inspector 
regarding any structural question or question of fitting or 
adjustment. in relation to any installation or apparatus, the 
matter shall be referred to 8.nd decided by the Chief Inspector. 

(2) From any decision of the Chief Inspector an appeal 
shall lie to the Governor in Council: Provided that no such 
appeal shall, except by special permission of the Governor 
in Council, be admitted afteI the expiration ot forty-two days 
from the date when the decision appealed against was given. 
In dealing WIth any such appeal the Governor inCounciJ shall, 
after inquiry shall have been made into the subject matter 
thereof in the manner provided in the next succeeding sub-:-
section and after such further investigation if any, as he thinks 
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fit to make, may set aside or vary the decision of the Chief 
Inspector or may uphold the same, and the decision of the 
Governor in Council 8hall be final and shaH be carried into 
effect. 

(3) The subject matter of any such appeal shall be 
referred by the Governor in Council to a Board consisting of 
such persons ot electrical or other special skill and experience 
as the Governor in Council shall nominate for the purposes 
of inquiry who, at the conclusion of puch inquiry, shall forward 
the evidence, if any, recorded by them together with their 
opinion and recommendations as to the decision proper to be 
given in the matter of the appeal, and any of such persons 
who may dis8ent from the opinion or recommendations given 
may forward to the Governor in Council a statement in writing 
of the reasons for his dissent. 

(4) EvelY person who shall sit as a member of the Board 
of Inquiry referred to in the -last preceding subsection shall 
be entitled to receive from public funds such remuneration 
as the Governor in Council may from time to time fix by 
notification in the Royal Gazette. 

For the pm pose ot hOlding inquiries under this Ordinance Powers of 
a Board of Inquiry shall have power to administer and 
affirmations and shall be vested with the powers of a Magistrate 
for compelling the attendance of witnesses, maintaining order 
and otherwise duly conducting the said inquiries.. Persons 
summoned to attend at any such inquiry s11all be legally bound 
so to attend. . 

14. Any person who contravenes any provision of this Penalties 
Ordinance or of the rules made hereunder or fails to comply 
with any order lawfully made in pursuance of this Ordinance 
or of the rules made hereunder shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a fine of one hundred and twenty dollars and 
if the contravention or failure be continued to a fine of ten 
dollars for every day on which the contravention or failure 
is continued after the first day on which a conviction is had. 

15. The Governor in Council may from time to time make Rules. 
rules prescribing- . 

(a) the duties under this Ordinance of any officers 
appointed under section 3 of this Ordinance; 

(b) the intervals, times and manner in' which any 
installations or apparatus shall be inspected, the 
notice (if any) to be given in relation to inspections 
and the preparations to be made by the licens,ees 
and the management for such inspections ; 
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(c) the design, construction, protection and maintenance 

of installations and apparatus, the conditions under 
which any installation or apparatus shall be worked 
or operated and the prohibition of the use of 
dangerous 

(d) the means which may be employed (to the exclusion 
of other means) for the generation, transmission, 
transformation, distribution and application of 
energy; \ 

(e) the manner in which energy shall be measured and 
in which it is to be, or is prohibited 
from being, supplied or used; 

(f) the standards to be adopted for nleasurement of 
dimensions of installations and apparatus; . 

(g) the regulation and variation of the nature, pressure 
and periodicity of the energy supplied; 

(h) the class or design, or classes or designs, of wires, 
fittings and apparatus to be used by consumers 
and the manner in which they shall be fixed" 
arranged, protected and controlled and providing 
for the erection, inspection, testing and maintenance 
thereo£ ; 

(i) the fees to be paid for the inspection of installations 
and apparatus, the form and contents o£ and the 
. conditions to be implied in licences, the form and 
duration of certificates and the suspension, extension 
and revocation of licences and certi£icates; 

(j) the measures to be taken and the fittings, to be 
supplied and used in connection with installations 
in order to secure public safety and private safety; 

(k) the manner of effecting alterations to installations 
in operation; 

(l) the precautions to be taken on the relief of persons 
. in control of apparatus and the manner of notifying 

to Inspectors the names and' qualifications of 
persons placed in charge of installations and in 
control of the operation of apparatus; 

(m) the manner of calculating the power of generators 
and motors; 

(n) the manner ot holding inquiries under this Ordinance; 
(0) the form of notices and the 'manner of service thereof; 
(p) the means to be adopted, whether by prohibition 

or otherwise, to prevent or abate any nuisance 
likely to arise or arising from the working of any 
installation or apparatus; 
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(q) the records to be kept in respect of installations, 

licences, inspections and any other rna ttels to 
which this Ordinance relates and the fo[rn thereof 
and the persons by whom the same are to be kept; 

(r) the time, place and manne:r fOT the payment of 
moneys payable under this Ordinance or the rules 
made hereunder and the mode of collection and 
disposal thereof ; 

(s) any other matters as to which it may appear to 
the Governor in Council expedient to make rules 
for the better carrying out of the of 
this Ordinance. 

16. The Governor in Council may by notification in the Exemptione 
Royal Gazette exempt from all or any of the provisions of this of 
Ordinance- Ordmance. 

:" (a) any installation, or part thereof, constructed before 
the commencement of this Ordinan ce ; 

(6) any other pctrticular cldSS of installation or apparatus; 
and may by similar notification cancel any exemption so 
notified. 

17. Sections 22 to 33 of the San Fernando Electric Works Repeal. 
Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

Passed in Council this fourteenth day of December, in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty-five. 

W. J. BOOS, 
. Olerk oj the Council. 


