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CHAPTER 11. 

COINAGE OFFENCES. 

A_.t~ ORDINANCE FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF OFFENCES RELAT- Nordinan~J 1 5 C 0. 12 OJ 92 . 
ING TO THE OIN. . 

[3rd April, 1925.] 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Goinage Offences Short title. 

Ordinance. 

2~ (1) In this Ordinance- Interpre­
. , tation;· 

" The King's current gold or silver com 
includes any gold or silver coin .coined in 
any of His Majesty's mints, or lawfully 
current, by virtue of any proclamation or 
otherwise, in the Colony or in any other 
part of His Majesty's dominions; 

"The King's current coin". includes any coin 
coined in any of His Majesty's mints, or 
lawfully current, by virtue of any pro­
clamation or otherwise, in the Colony or 
in any other part of His Majesty's 
dominions, and whether made of gold, 

~ silver, copper, bronze, or mixed metal; 
"The King's copper coin" includes any copper 

coin and any coin of bronze or mixed metal 
coined in any of His Majesty's mints, or 
lawful]y current, by virtue of any pro­
clamation or otherwise, in the Colony or 
in any other part of His Majesty's 
dominions; 

"False or counterfeit coin resembling or 
apparently intended to resemble or pass for 
any of .the King's current gold or silver 
coin " includes any of the current coin 
which shall ha.vebRen gilt. silve.:red washed, . 
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coloured, or cased over, or in any manner 
altered, so as to resemble, or be apparently 
int·ended to resemble or pass for, any of the 
King's current coin of a higher denomina­
tion. 

(2) vVher·e the having any matter in the custody or 
possession of any person is mentioned in this Ordinance, it 
shall include, not only the having of it by himself in his 
personal custody or possession, but also the knowingly and 
wilfully having it in the actual custody or possession of any 
other person, and also the knowingly and wilfully having 
it in any dwelling-house or other building, lodging, apart­
ment, field, or other place, open or enclosed, whether 
belonging to or occupied by himself or not, and whether 
such matter shall be so had for his own use or benefit or for 
that of any other person. 

3. Whosoever shall falsely make or counterfeit any coin 
resembling or apparently intended to resemble or pass for 
any of the King's current gold or silver coin shall be guilty 
of felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for life or for any, term of years, with or with­
out hard labour. 

4. Whosoever shall gild or silver, or shall, with any wash 
or mat·erials capable of producing the colour or appearance 
of gold or of silver, or by any means whatsoever, wash, 
case over, or colour any coin whatsoever resembling or 
apparently intended to resemble or pa1ss for any of the 
King's current gold or silver coin; or shall gild or silver, 
or sb.all, with any wash or materials capable of producing 
the colour or appearance of gold or of silver, or by any 
means whatsoever, wa1sh, case over, or colour any piece of 
silver, or copper, or of coarse gold or coarse silver, or of any 
metal or mixture of metals respectively, being of ~a fit size 
and figure to be coined, and with intent that the same shall 
be coined into false and counterfeit coin resembling or 
apparently intended to resemble or pass for any of the 
King's current gold or silver coin; or shall gild, or shall, 
with any wash or materials capable of producing the colour 
or appearance of gold, or by any means whatsoever, wash, 
ease over, or colour any of the King's current silver coin, or 
file or in any manner alter such coin, with intent to make 
the same resemble or pass for any of the King's current gold 
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coin· or shall gild or silver, or shall, with any wash or 
mat~rials capable of producing the colour or appearance o£ 
gold or silver, or by any: means whatsoever, wash, case over, 
or colour any of the King's current copper coin, or file or in 
any manner alter such coin, with intent to make the same 
resemble or pass for any of the King's current gold or silver 
coin shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
ten years, with or without hard labour. 
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5. Whosoever :shall impair, diminish, or lighten any of Impairin~ 
the King's current gold or silver coin, with intent that the ~~f~ O:t:.llver 

coin so impaired, diminished, or lightened may pass for the ' 
King's current gold or silver coin, shall be guilty of felony, 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding three years, with or without 
hard labour. 

6. Whosoever shall unlavyfully have in his custody or Unlawful 

··.· ·.· possession any filings or clippings, or any gold or silver pfosfise1~sion 
ld 'l . d 1 · h 0 mgs bullion, or any go or si ver In ust, so utwn, or ot er- 9r clippings 

wise,. ~Yhich _sh.al~ ~ave be~n pr~duoed or obtaine~ by ~~v~~1~~fns. 
impairmg, dimmishmg, or hghtenmg any of the Kmg E 

current gold or silver coin, knowing the same to have been 
so produced or obtained, shall be guilty of felony, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding three years, with or without hard 
labour. I} 

7. Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the Bu~g or 

proof whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall buy, ~~=rfe~tc., 
sell, receive, p@.y, or put off, or offer to buy, sell, receive, go!d or silver 

ff f I f · · bl' com for . . pay, or put o , any a se or counter eit cOin resem Ing or lower value 

' '}{ arparently intended to resemble or pass for any of the than i~s 
· ·" Kmg's current gold or silver coin, at or for a lower rate or !~~~mma­

: yalue than the same imports or was apparently intended to 
· ... Import, shall he guilty of felony, and being convicted 

· shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term of 
, with or without hard labour; and in any indictment 

any such offence as in this section aforesaid it shall be 
._.., ....... uu1·1 t:JUG to allege that the party aocused did buy, sell, 

pay, or put off, or did offer to buy, sell, receive, 
or put off, the false or counterfeit coin at or for a 
rate or_value than the same imports or was apparently 

.,..,,. .. ~lut:lll to Import, without alleging at or for what rate, 
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price, or value the same w~ bought, so]d, received, paid, 
or put off, or offered to be bought, sold, received, paid, or 
put off. · 

· 8. Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the 
proof whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall import 
or receive into the Colony any false or counterfeit coin 
resembling or apparently intended to resemble or pass for 
any of the King's current gold or silver coin, knowing the 
same to be false or counterfeit, shall be guilty of felony, 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term of years, with or without hard labour. 

9. Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the 
proof whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall export, 
or put on board any ship, vessel, or boat for the purpose of 
being exported from the Colony, any false or counterfeit 
coin, resembling or apparently intended to resemble or pass 
for a,:p.y of the King's eurrent coin, knowing the same to be 
false or counterfeit, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
any term not exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour. 

10. Whosoever shall tender, utter, or put off any false' 
or counterfeit coin resembling or apparently intended to 
resemble or pass for any of the King's current goJd or 
silver coin, knowing the same to be false or counterfeit, • 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being ~onvioted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
ex()eeding one year, with or without hard labour. 

()• 

ut~~iJ;lg' .. 11. Whosoever shall tender, utter, or put off any false 
b~co;:~s~:~~ or counterfeit coin resembling or apparently intended to 
of other. , ___ resemble or pass for any of _the King's current gold or silver 
counterfeit coin, knowing the same to be false or counterfeit, and shall, coin, or 
followed by at the time of such tendering, uttering, or putting off, 
:t~:=: have in his custody or possession, besides the false hor 

counterfeit coin so tendered, uttered, or put off, any ot er 
~ piece of false or counterfeit coin resembhng or apparently 
j\ intended to· resemble or pass for any of the King's current 

gold or silver coin, or shall, either on the day of such 
tendering, uttering, or putting off, or within the spaoe o£ 
te~ days then next ensuing, tender, utter, or put off any 
false or counterfeit ·coin resembling. or apparently intended 
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to resemble or pass for any of the King's current gold or 
silver coin, knowing the same to be false or counterfeit, 
shall be guilty of ·a misdemeanor, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding two years, with or without hard labour. 
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·. 12. Whosoever shall have in his custody or possession Having thxee 

three or more pieces of false or counterfeit coin resembling m; more£ X 
• . ~MO 

or apparently mtended to resemble or pass for any of the counterfeit 

King's current go~d or sil v~r c?in, knowing the same to be ~il;~r o~oin in 
false or counterfeit, and With mtent to utter or put off the P?sses_sion 

same or any of them, shall be guil_ty of a mis~eme~nor, and ::~ mtent, 

being convwted thereof shall be hable to be Impriso:ued for 
any term not exceeding three years, with or without hard 
labour.· 

. 13. Whosoever, having been convicted, either before or Ever; .. !!ec~nd .· 

af~er the comni~ncem~nt of this Ordinance, o! any s_uch ~!e~:g of 

misdemeanor as many of the three last precedmg sectwns after. a 

mentioned, or .of any felony against this or any former ~~:v:~:~~:On 
enactment relating to the coin, shall afterwards commit shan\e 

any'of the misde:f:?.eanors in any of t~e said s~ctions men- felony. 

tioned, shall be gmlty of felony, and bemg convwted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term of years, with 
·or without hard ·labour . 

. . 14. 'fhosoever sh.all, with intent to defraud, tender, Utt~ring 
litter;·dr put o:f;f, as or for any of the King's current gold or ~~:_lgn. • 

silver coin, :any coin not being such current gold· or silver medals,· etc., 

coin, or any medal or piece of metal or mixed metals, ~~~u:::: 
resembling iru size, figure, and colour the current coin as or inte~t to 

for whic:ll th~ same shall be so tendered, uttered, or put off, defraud. 

such . coin, medal, or piece · of metal or mixed metals so Y 
tendered, uttered, or put Oiff 'being of less value than the / "-
current, coin as or for which the same shall be so tendered,· 
ut~ered, qr put off,. shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
bemg convicted thereof shall be'liable to be imprisoned for 
a:qy term, not exceeding one year, with or without hard 
labour .. 

· }5. Whoso~ver shall falsely make ·or counterfeit any ~~ter- . 

com resembling or apparently intended to resemble or pass feitmg, e~c., 
f . , . copper com. 

o_r any of the Kmg s current copper com; and whosoever, 
Without lawful authority or excuse (the proof whereof shall 



140 

Uttering 

=:; 

Defacement 
of coin. 

Tender of 
coin so 
defaced, not 
to be a legal 
tend,er, and 
penalty for 
uttering the 
same. 

OAP. 11.] COINAGE OFFENCES. 

lie on the party accused), shall knowingly make or mend, or 
begin or proceed to make or mend, or buy or sell, or have in 
his custody or possession, any instrument, tool, or engine 
adapted and intended for the counterfeiting any of the 
King's current copper coin, or shall buy, sell, receive, payl 
or put off, or offer to buy, sell, receive, pay, or put off, any 
false or eounterfeit coin, resembling or apparently intended 
to resemble or pass for any of the King's current copper 
coin, at or for a lower rate or value than the same imports 
or was apparently intended to import, shall be guilty: o£ 
felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding· ten years, with or 
without hard labour. 

16. Whosoever shall tender, utter, or put off any false 
or counterfeit coin resembling or apparently intended tc 
resemble or pass for any of the King's current copper coin, 
knowing the same to be false or counterfeit, or shall have· 
in his custody or possession three or more pieces of false or 
counterfeit coin resembling or apparently intended to 
resemble or pass for any of the King's current copper coin, 
knowing the same to be false or counterfeit, and with intent 
to utter or put off the same or any of them, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for any term not e;x:ceeding one year, 
with or without hard labour. 

17. Whosoever shall deface any of the King'sl!,current 
gold, silver, or copper coin, or the gold, silver, or copper 
coin of any foreign prince, state, or country, if ordered 
or permitted to be eurrent in the Colony, bY' 0Btamping or 
otherwise putting thereon any names, or words, or letters, or 
by cutting any marks on the same, or by perforating the same, 
whether such coin shall or shall not be thereby diminished 
or lightened, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being 
convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding one year, with or without hard labour. 

18. No tender of payment in money made in any gold, 
silver, or copper coin so defaced as in the last preceding 
section mentioned shall be allowed to be a legal tender; 
and whosoever shall tender, utter, or put off any coin so 
defaced shall, on summary conviction before a Magistrate, 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, or to be 
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imprisoned for any term not exceeding three months, with 
or without hard labour. 

19. Whosoever shall make or counterfeit any kind of o~U?ter-
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b . h K" ' ld "l . b feitmg coin not e1ng t e mg s current go or Sl ver cmn, ut foreign gold 
resembling or apparently intended to resemble or pass for or.silver 

any gold or silver coin of any foreign prince, state, or oom. 

country, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding ten years, with or without hard labour. 

20. Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the Bringing 

proof whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall bring or ~~:!terfeit 
receive into the Colony; any such false or counterfeit coin ooin into the 

. resembling or apparently intended to resemble or pass for Colony. 

any gold or silver coin of any foreign prince, state, or 
country, knowing the same to be false ocr counterfeit, shall 
be guilty of _felo~y, and being convicted thereof ~hall be 
liable to be 1mpnsoned for any term not exceedmg ten 
years, with or without hard labour. 

21. Whosoever shall tender, utter, or put off any such Pen~ty £or 
f · · bl' 1 · d d uttermg suoh false or counter e1t com resem ' mg or apparent y mten e counterfeit 

to resemble or pass for any gold or silver coin of any foreign ooin. '/ 

prince, state, or country, knowing the same to be false or -~ 
counterfeit, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being 

. convictetl thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding one year, with or without hard labour. 

22. WhosQever, having been so convicted as in the last Second 

preceding section mentioned, shall afterwards commit the ~~;!:g of 

like offence of tendering, uttering, or putting off any such com;tterfei~ 
false or counterfeit coin as afores·aid, knowing the same foreign com. 

to be false or counterfeit, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
. __ and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 

for any. term not- exceeding three years, with or without 
hard labour; and whosoever, having- been so convicted of a Third. 
second offence, shall afterwards commit the like offence of offence. 

te~dering, uttering, or putting off any such false or oounter-
feit coin as aforesaid, knowing the same to be false or 
counterfeit, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term of 
years1 with or without hard labour, 
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23. Whosoever shall falsely make or counterfeit any 
kind of coin not being the King's current coin, but 
resembling or apparently intended to resemble or pass for 
any copper coin, or any other coin made of metal or mixed 
metals of less value than the silver coin of any foreign 
prince, state, or country, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable for the first 
offence to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding one 
year, and for the second offence to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding three years, with or without hard 
labour. 

24. Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the 
proof whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall have 
in his custody or possession any greater number of pieces 
than five pieces of false or counterfeit eoin resembling or 
apparently intended to resemble or pass for any gold or 
silv:er coin of any foreign prince, state, or country, or 
any such copper or other coin as in the last preceding 
section mentioned, shall, on summary conviction before a 
Magistrate, forfeit and lose all such false or eounterfeit 
coin, which shall be cut in pieces and destroyed by order· 
of such Magistrate, and shall, for every sueh offence, be 
liable . to a penalty not exceeding five pounds for every 
such piece of false or counterfeit coin which shall be :foun~l 
in the custody or possession of such person, or shall be 
imprisoned for any term not exceeding six months, with or 
without hard labour. 

25. Whosoever, without lawful authority or ex·cuse (the 
proof whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall know­
ingly make or mend, or begin or proceed to m:tke or mend, 
or buy or sell, or have in his custody or possession, any 
puncheon, .counter-puncheon, matrix, stamp, die, pattern, 
or mould, in or upon which there shall be made or im­
pressed, or which will make or impress, or which shall be 
adapted and intended to make or impress, the figure, stamp, 
or apparent resemblance of both or either of the sides of 
any of the King's current gold or silver coin, or of ariy 
coin of any foreign prince, state, or country, or any part 
or parts of both or either of sueh sides; or shall make or 
mend, or begin or proceed to make or mend, OJ' shall buy or 
sell, or have in his custody or possession, any edger, edging 
or other tool, collar, instrument, or engine adapted and 
intended for the marking Of coin rourid the edges with 
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letters, grammgs, or other marks or figures apparently 
resembling those on the edges of any such coin as in this 
section aforesaid, knowing the same to be so adapted and 
intended as aforesaid; or shall make or mend, or begin or 
proceed to make or men~, or shall buy or sell, .or shall have 
in .his custody or possessiOn, any press for comage, or any 
cutting engine for cutting, by force of a screw or any other 
contrivance, round blanks out of gold, silver, or other 
metal or mixture of metals, or any other machine, know­
ing s~ch press ~o be a press for coinage, or ~nowing such 
engine or machme to have been used m to be mtended to ·be 
used for or in order to the false making or counterfeiting 
of any such coin ~s in this. section aforesaid, shal~ be guilty 
of felony, and bemg convwted thereof shall be hable to· be 
imprisoned for any term of years, with or without hard 

·labour. 
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26. Where any coin shal] be tendered as the King's Coin 

current gold or silver, coin to any person who shall suspect ~uslbected 
the same to be diminished otherwise than by reasonable ~shed 
wearing, or to be eounterfeit, it shall be lawful for such or t r£ ·~ 
person to eut, break, bend, or deface such coin, and if any :: ~e :~t 
coin so cut, broken, bent, or defaced shall appear to be by anyt 

. h . h b bl . b person o dimimshed ot erwise t an y reasona e wearmg, or to e whom it is 

counterfeit, the person tendering the same shall bear the tendered. 

loss thereof; but if the same shall be of due weight and 
shall appear to be lawful coin, the person cutting, break-
ing, bending, or defacing the same is hereby required to 
receive the same at the rate it was coined for; and if any 
dispute shall arise whether the coin so cut, broken, bent, 
or defaced be diminished in manner aforesaid, or counter-
feit, it shall b'3 heard and :finally determined in a summary 
manner by a Magistrate, who is hereby empowered to 
examine on oath as well the parties as any other person, 
in order to the decision of such dispute. 

27. (1) If any person shall find or discover in any place Provi~on for 

wha:tsoever, or in t~e custody or possess~on of any person !~d. :_~::ry 
havmg the same without lawful authonty or exeuse, any: of.counterfeit 

false or counterfeit coin resembling or apparently intended 00~.=dt Is 
t bl "h K" , cmmng oo , ? resem e or pass for any of t e Ings current gold, for securing 

Silver, Qr copper coin, or anv coin of any foreign prince; th:dm as t te . J l . h eVI ence, s a , or country, or any Instrument, too , or engine w at- an~for 
soever adapted and intended for the counterfeiting of any· udi~trma:tely 
& h . . l" . ld "l . sposmg uc cmn, or any :filmgs or c Ippmgs, or any go or s1.ver ofthf;lm. 
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bullion, or any gold or silver in dust, solution, or otherwise 
which shall have been produced or obtained by diminishing 
or lightening any of the King's current gold or silver coin, 
it shall be lawful for the person so findmg or discovering, 
and he is hereby required, to S·eize the same, and to carry 
the same forthwith before a Magistrate. 

(2) Where it shall be proved, on the oath of a credible 
witness before any Magistrate, that there is reasonable 
cause to suspect that any person has been concerned in 
counterfeiting the King-'s current gold, silver, or copper 
coin, or any such foreign or other coin as in this Ordinance 
before mentioned, or has in his custody or possession any 
such false or counterfeit coin, or any instrument, tool, or 
engine whatsoever adapted and intended for the making or 
counterfeiting of any such coin, or any other machine used 
or intended to be used for making or counterfeiting any 
such coin, or any such filings, clippings, or bullion, or any 
such gold or silver in dust, solution, or otherwise as afore­
said, it shall be lawful for a Magistrate, by warrant under 
his hand, to cause any place whatsoever belonging to or in 
the occupation or under the control of such suspected per­
son to be searched, either in the day or in the night, and 
if any such false or counterfeit coin, or any such instru­
ment, tool, or engine, or any such machine, or any such 
filings, eli ppings, or bullion, or any such gold or silver in 
dust, solution, or otherwise as aforesaid, shall be found in 
any place so searched, to cause the same to be se~zed and 
carried forthwith before a! Magistrate. 

(3) Whensoever any such false or counterfeit coin, or 
any such instrument, tool, or engi_ne, or any ,IJuch machine, 
or any such filings, clippings, or bullion, or any such gold or 
silver in dust, solution, or otherwise as aforesaid, shall in 
any case whatsoever be seized and carried before a Magis­
trate, he sha.ll, if necessary, cause the same to be secured 
for the purpose of being produced in evidence against any 
person who may be prosecuted for any offence against this 
Ordinance. 

(4) All such false and counterfeit coin, and all instru­
ments, tools, and engines adapted and intended for the 
making or counterfeiting of coin, and all such machines, 
aiid all such filings, clippings, and bullion, and all such 
gold and silver in dust, solution, or otherwise as aforesaid, 
after they shall have been produced in evidence, or when 
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they shall have been seized, and shall not be required to be 
produced in evidence, shall forthwith be delivered up 
to the Iuspector-General, or to any person authorized by 
him to receive the same. 

145 

28. Where, upon the trial of any person charged with What s~an 
any offence against ~his Ordinan?e, i~ shall be ~eeessary ~:o:;:c~~~ 
to prove that any com produced 111 evidence agamst such being . 

person is false or counterfeit, it shall be sufficient to prove cmmterfelt. 

the same to be false or counterfeit by the evidence of any 
credible witness. 

29. Every offence of falsely making or counterfeiting Where the 

any coin, or of buying, selling, receiying, paying, tenderi.ng, ~~~;;r~oin 
uttering, or puttmg off, or of offermg to buy, sell, receive, shall be 

pay, utte!,. or put off,. any f~lse or counterfeit coin, against complete. 
the provisions of this Ordmance, shall be deemed to be 
complete, although the coin so .made or counterfeited, or 
bought, sold, received, paid, tendered, uttered, or put off, 
or offered to be bought, sold, received, paid, uttered, or 
put off, shall not be in a fit state to be uttered, or the 
~ounterfeiting thereof shall not be finished or perfected. 

. 30. It shall be lawful for any. person to apprehend Any person 
without warrant any person who shall be found committing ~~ehend 
any offence against this Ordinance, and to convey or deliver offe~ders . 

him to any member of the Constabulary Force, in order to o~~.fus:n~~~s 
his being_}conveyed as soon as reasonably may be before a 
Magistrate to be dealt with according to law. 

31. Whenever any person shall be convicted of any Fine~d 
indictable mis~emeanor punishable under this Ordinance, ~~:~~~: f~~e 
~he Court may, if it shall think fit, in addition to or in lieu peace. 

of any of the . punishments by this Ordinance authorized, 
fine the offender, and require him to enter into his: own 
recognizances, and to find sureties, both or either, for 
keeping the peace and being {)f good behaviour; and in case 
of any felony punishable nnder this Ordinance, the Court 
~ay, if it' shali think fit, require the offender to enter into 
h1smynrecognizances, and to find sureties, both or either, for 
keepmg the peace, in addition to any punishment by this 
9rdiJ?.ance authorized: Provided that no p~rson shall be 
ImpriSOJ?-ed under this rsection for not finding sureties for 
any perwd exceeding one year. 
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